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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 
 

THIS EDITION IS DEDICATED TO 

M.F. KIRBY, PISSING DUCKS, HEADHUNTERS AND HEROES 
 

 

 
 

 

Info from: “Kirby, Memoirs of a Combat Fighter Pilot During the Early Years of WWII”  

 

Marion Franklin (now you know why he goes by just “Kirby”) was born in Louisville, Kentucky on July 14, 

1919- a time when dinosaurs ruled the earth.  After several moves in and about Oklahoma and Texas, his family 

settled in Lometa, Texas. 
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Economic times were tough so Kirby negotiated his way through Baker College in Brownswood, Texas on a 

football scholarship.  He also joined the Texas National Guard and earned the princely sum of $1 per week. 

 

In April 1941 he joined the Army Air Corps as an Aviation Cadet- Class of “41-I” (a class that produced more 

than its fair share of heroes) and received training in the PT-13, the Stearman bi-plane, the BT-13 Valiant and 

finally in the renowned  AT-6 Texan.   

 

(For me, one of the highlights of being a Headhunter is observing the continuity of our common experiences.  

John “Bosco” Bostick with whom I served at The Kun in 1977 to 1978 flies his own T-6 and gave me, my 

wife Rita, Steve Teske and the delightful G.L.O.R.I.A. rides in his bird during the Destin reunion.  Kind of 

cool to think that we Juvats flew in the same aircraft that trained Kirby and so many of those Headhunter       

Heroes who have gone before us.) 

 

War was coming and all training was accelerated.  In November 1941 he was transferred to Mitchell Field for 

training in the Curtiss P-40 Warhawk. (Did you ever wonder where the Juvat Boys’ Choir came up with these 

words?  Now you know.)   

DEATH REIGNS DOWN 

(Tune: “My Hometown by C.Robison by Spades, Stinger, Fuge (passed out), and Taz) 

 

(Well it)..started way back in ’42, at a place called Mitchell Field, 

We were headin’ off to fight a war didn’t know what it would yield. 

We were green and we were new to the game but we were ready for a fight. 

We knew some of us weren’t comin’ back but we said that’s all right 

 

During the chaos after Pearl Harbor, Kirby bounced around from base to base and in June 1942 was assigned to 

San Antonio, Texas.  From there he was flown to Sidney, Australia assigned to the 80
th

 and checked out in the 

P-39.  After several of the guys buzzed rooftops and flew under bridges, rumor has it that Douglas MacArthur 

was either so impressed with their aeronautical skills or just so mightily pissed at their antics that he personally 

had them sent to Port Moresby, New Guinea.  

 

We flew out of Moresby, strafin’ Zeros on the way 

We flew at Hollandia, killing Nippons in the fray 

We are the Headhunters, with a history..strong and proud 

We’ll see you around, when death… reigns down 

 

(Everyone does have his copy of our “The Juvat Boys Choir HEADHUNTERS” CD.  Right?   You can contact 

Tom “Nogas” Reichert at “The Headhunters,” 7723 Villa Andrade Ave, Las Vegas. NV 89131-1686 or order by 

email from him TSReichert@aol.com -- Twenty Dollah.  No Hollah!) 

 

From there, the lives of the 80
th

 pilots were right out of this song (also on the CD):   

 

WE’VE BEEN EVERYWHERE 

lyrics Copyright © 1997-2004 Dick Jonas & Tex Ritter.  
 

Been to Mitchell Field, Brisbane, Lowood, Moresby; 

Dobodura, Nazdab, Morotai, Owi, Dulag, Tacloban, Mindinao, Leyte;  

Townsville, Oodnadatta, Kokoda, Wadbi Borneo, Neomoot, Bogadjim, Madang; 

Wewak, Fiji, Marilinann, Kavieng 

mailto:TSReichert@aol.com
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Kirby tells us a story of the despair felt in the early stages of the war.  We were under equipped and woefully 

unprepared to face the veteran Imperial Japanese Air Forces.  We were flying the P-39 and the underpowered  

P-400, a whopping performer with an operational ceiling of 23,000’…on a good day. 

 

He talks about the tragedies of everyday life in a combat zone where American pilots fresh from basic flying 

training and with only a few hours in their particular aircraft were sent out with no coherent tactics, and no    

detailed battle plan to engage in a life or death struggle with the mighty (at that time)  Japanese air armada. 

 

But if you think you’re going to find that kind of melodramatic wording, think again.  Kirby relates it all with a 

tongue-in-cheek sense of humor and dramatic understatement.  He was there doing a job.  It sucked, but there he 

was so he might as well get it done and go back home- and have the time of his life in the process, I’ll bet. 

 

Throughout the book you’ll find mentioned the names of the guys who became legend-  Bong and McGuire, as 

well as the lesser-known but equally-valiant men like Danny Roberts, LT Brown (who led the 80
th

 “remaining 

six” into the first combat patrol over Buna, where “the Pups got all six kills”), Clay Tice, Gordon Willet and 

all the rest: 

 

With names like Homer, Norb Ruff and Murphey, Cragg and Robbins, and Kirby, too 

They swept the sky clean of the Jap menace 

And came back victors when they flew 

 

You can smell the canned salmon served on Fridays and can see the flies swarming the mess tent in such great 

numbers so as to cause the canvas to droop.  Surely, the mutton canned in WWI and served in WWII probably 

wasn’t as bad as he remembered it. You can taste and smell the carnage from recently-dead Japanese, you can 

feel the darkness of a slit trench during a Japanese bombing raid, the sheer joyful terror of a victory in aerial 

combat and the matter-of-fact sorrow at the loss of so many comrades. 

 

When he tells the story of the Lockheed representative (and chowhound, who while performing his daily      

constitutional, tossed a lighted match into the latrine which had just been doused with AVGAS) you have a  

specific picture of a lard-butt running from the latrine hootch with his pants and ass on fire.  Hilarious. 

 

Through a combination of skill, luck and bravery he brought down 5 Nippons, making him one of the elites…an 

Ace. 

 

Kirby is a unique member of a unique group of men.  They are unassuming heroes, each one in his own way 

and set the stage for other generations of heroes who served in Korea, Viet Nam, and The Desert. 

 

Years later (before the internet, and reverse phone number lookup services, before computers and broadband) 

he tracked down his WWII comrades and started a series of reunions that culminated in the founding of the 80
th

 

FS/Headhunters Association- the tie that binds us all together from the first Headhunter to the junior member 

(called “Any Juvat”) stationed at Kunsan - and he paid for most of it from his own pocket. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, we all owe Kirby a tremendous debt of gratitude.  Without him the Headhunters might 

well have faded from the scene, as has happened to many other squadrons.  Because of him we have a vibrant 

organization in which we can share our lives, our memories and pass on experiences from other times to      

generations of fighter pilots yet to come (so to speak). 

THANK YOU, SIR! 
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About 20 years ago Kirby had had enough and handed over the Headhunters Association to COL 

Jaybird Reidel.  Under his leadership, we have prospered and grown tremendously.  Mere “thanks” 

does not even begin to acknowledge the debt we owe to him and the ever-gracious Bonnie. 

 

Jaybird, Rita and I are proud to be in this Association and are humbled that you have entrusted us with this  

almost-sacred duty.  (I’ll let you know in about 10 years if we still share that same sentiment!)  Nogas, you and 

I have some mighty big shoes to fill. 

 

Seriously, thank you Jaybird and Bonnie for a job well done.  You two have made the Association what it is 

today.  The only way that debt can be repaid is for all of us to actively support the Headhunters (more on that 

later) so that it never fades from the fighter pilot scene. 

    

 

 

At the Colorado Springs reunion we hit the 1000 active member mark when Kevin “Tootsie” Roll wrote the 

big $10 check.  Welcome aboard, Tootsie.  

Say “Hello” to our newest LTMs:  John Hodges; Richard Leslie; John Wiebener; Michael Williams;  

Hubert Bonfili; Fred Zehr; Steven Wall; Dick Willis. 

 

 

EMAIL from Bob Paulson: 

“I read with great interest the lead article in the February newsletter.  It never occurred to me that my fellow 

HEADHUNTERS might want to know about the current civilian lives of those of us who have changed careers. 

 But in fact it makes a great deal of sense, so I thought I might share a short piece about my civilian career… I 

am currently the Chief of Operations in a small office that secures, removes and destroys WMD… I thought the 

HEADHUNTERS and current Juvats might be interested in the attached photo.  It was taken in November 

2007, in Pyongyang, at the conclusion of the 6-Party talks and the start of the activities in Yongbyon to disable 

North Korea’s nuclear facility.  I was fortunate enough to negotiate and sign the implementing document      

outlining the specific disablement tasks to be completed at the North Korean nuclear facility in Yongbyon.   

Negotiating with the government of North Korea while still in a technical state of war was a surreal experience. 

  While sitting at the negotiating table, with photos of the Great Leader and Dear Leader overhead, I could not 

help but remember my experience flying from Kunsan supporting the “76 Tree Cutting Incident” as well as the 

many lesser known incidents during my tour…..  As most in Juvat-land probably know, those nuclear           

disablement activities lasted a year and a half before the North Korean political climate changed and the US 

team was expelled from the DPRK.  During that 18-month period I was but one of many supporting the         

operation.  Rotating in and out of the country, I spent a fair amount of time in North Korea.  Although the result 

of our project was by some measures unsuccessful, I thought the current Juvats might want to know that a     

fellow (albeit former) Juvat played a role in the nuclear disablement effort in the North. 

 

Please pass on my highest regards to those currently defending our freedom.  With warm wishes,  Bob” 

 

Bob, there is no such thing as a “former Juvat”.  “You will always be a Headhunter/Juvat no matter where you 

go”- Tex 

THE “WHILE WE’RE AT 

IT DEPARTMENT” 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

LATEST INTELLIGENCE FROM AROUND THE WORLD 
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I believe the song goes:  “And here’s to you, Kim Jong Il you f*ck, we’d like to Rockeye your *sshole, you 

know!”  “Woe, Woe, Woe!”   

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
 

This is worth re-posting: 

 

John Shannon, an LTM from the Korean era, is under 24/7 care at his home suffering from Parkinson's dis-

ease.  He may not be using e-mail any more, but notes and cards can be sent to him at the address below.  He 

will certainly enjoy hearing from all of us. 

  

JOHN S. SHANNON 

5574 PORTSMOUTH CT 

NEWARK CA  94560-1365 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 “Sounds like the reunion was a success. Update on me, Ann, and our two boys: We’re off to D.C. next year for 

ICAF at Ft. McNair from Misawa, Japan. I handed the guidon of the 14
th

 Fighter Squadron to another Juvat, 

Fang Steffens (95-96), on 9 Apr. He promptly took the Samurai to Kunsan on an 4-month AEF and is now part 

of the 8 FW once again! I’m winding my time down here doing odd jobs around the wing and looking forward 

to a return to the states after 5 years of being overseas. Also found out in Mar that I have been selected for      

O-6…I’m awaiting my appointment for the lobotomy. We’ll be living in Burke, VA in Whiskey (Juvat 95-96) 

Walker’s house. If you’re coming through, give a call. There will always be Applecorn in my (Whiskey’s) 

freezer. Spam Riza LTM/Juvat 95-96/Juvat DO 07-08” 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
 

Haven’t given an update for awhile so here goes: 

Promoted to 0-7 in Feb 10.  Reassigned from the USAF Warfare Center, Nellis to HQ ACC, Langley 

Serving as the Mobilization Assistant to the Director of Air and Space Operations, ACC/A3-MA 
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 Rob “Mumbles” Polumbo 15471 SW 151 St  Miami, FL 33196 305-252-1716 f16polumbo@bellsouth.net 

Jaybird: 

 Just wanted to make you smile as the oil laps up on your shore   Juvats representing in Afghanistan. 

 For God & Country,   GEORGE "SAUL" YOUSTRA, Ch, Lt Col, USAF Wing Chaplain, 455th AEW/HC 

Bagram Air Field, Afghanistan  VOIP Office:  318.481.6111/6677 VOSIP Office:  308.431.6393 

Roshan Cell:  079.872.5048 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 “Thanks for the Memorial Day greeting.  I am one of the Korea era members of the Headhunters. - - (K-13,   

K-2 and K-55). We did make an "excursion" to Formosa in early spring of '55 for a two to three week stay just 

to show the colors. (F-86F) I had an opportunity to return to Toyuan AB in September of '58 as a member of the 

83rd FIS flying the F-104 - again just to show the colors. First time and ADC squadron had reflexed overseas. 

Looking forward to hearing more on the 80th in the future.”  John O'Donnell Jr. Lifetime member - Col. 

USAF ret. (odonnell70@comcast.net) 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Received this from Thomas J.D. Gerace (atg92545@yahoo.com) 

Message:  “Former armorer at Suwon 1951-1952.  Retired District Environmental Health Director, West San 

Gabriel Valley District, LA County, Cal.  Retired to Hemet, Cal.  Would like to hear from any of my buds from 

the Suwon Days.” 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 

Here’s a tiny URL that will take you to a review of “Fighter Pilot” The story of Robin Olds who was the 8
th

 

TFW Commander in Viet Nam and fighter pilot legend.  The book was written by Ed Rasimus and Christina 

Olds.  I have a copy.  It is an outstanding look into the life of a warrior poet.  Highly recommended.  Available 

on Amazon.com. 

http://tinyurl.com/28wzg7v 
 

mailto:f16polumbo@bellsouth.net
mailto:odonnell70@comcast.net
mailto:atg92545@yahoo.com
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BTW, Ed has written two books:  “When Thunder Rolled” (about his F-105 tour) and “Palace Cobra” (about 

his second tour in the F-4).   Both are great reading.  Also available on Amazon.com. 
 
 
From:  Ed Jones (thudjoc@yahoo.com) 
To: JayBird@80FSHeadhunters.org  
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 6:52 PM 
Subject: Fw: Photo from Planes of Fame Museum (Chino, CA) 

My son & I visited at Chino today. Guess what greeted us when we walked in? Did you know about it? Ed 

Jones 

Nope  Thanks for the heads up, Ed -Tex and Jaybird 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

SHAMELESS PANDERING 

mailto:JayBird@80FSHeadhunters.org
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If you would like to make a tax deductible contribution to one of your favorite organizations, our own 80
th

 

Fighter Squadron Headhunters’ Association qualifies!  .  Just mail to our address on the front cover, and 

you’ll receive a receipt for your tax records if required.  Thank you. 
 

 FROM     FOR, OR IN MEMORY OF                                    AMOUNT____ 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 17 July 2010, the good people of Lometa, Texas held a 91
st
 Birthday party for Kirby at the Methodist 

Church.  While discretion was the watchword of the day (no booze and carefully watching our language) a band 

of Headhunters made the journey.  SHOCK May, with Juvat Spouse, Mike and their delightful daughter Gian-

na Marie, as well as Huggy Huggins and the beautiful Susan, plus Jaybird, Bwana Johnson and your editor. 

 

Everyone seemed to enjoy our rendition of  “Twin Tail Lightning” (minus the last stanza, of course!). 

         

 
 

Huggy, Susan, Bwana, Mike the Juvat Spouse, SHOCK, Jaybird 

M.F. Kirby 

 

LAST MINUTE NEWS 
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Kirby telling Huggy how to run and win a war, get the girl, mix a drink, and fly a Lightning. 

(The party girl in the background seems thrilled by the conversation.) 

 

  
 

At 91, the pilot of the “Maiden Head Hunter” still has a way with the ladies! 
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A little something in case of snakebite --Tito’s Texas Vodka 

(Yes, we did wait until most of the good people had left.) 

 

SHOULD YOU WANT TO SEND A CARD: 

M.F. Kirby, 901 Central Texas Expressway, Room 308, Lampasas, TX  76550 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you may know, Bob “Driver Mac” McNeese, our reunion host at COS volunteered to be our Squadron  

Historian.  Well, actually Jaybird and I “volunteered” him. 

 

Jaybird is literally awash in historical artifacts like pictures, patches, pillows, copies of orders and even Kirby’s 

flying jacket that we simply had to find a way to preserve all our priceless history.  Driver and I will start to 

work out a plan to possibly scan what we can into a CD and then find an organization willing to preserve and 

display those items that can’t be digitally preserved. 

 

That being said, there are many of you out there who have personal scrapbooks.  I hope, by now, that you have 

named (and written down) all those personalities in your pictures.  If you want to donate scrapbooks or other 

memorabilia, please stay tuned to this section.  Perhaps you may want to instruct your heirs as to your wishes 

should something happen to you. 

 

Likewise if you have ever thought about writing down your experiences, DO IT NOW!  If it is not written down 

it is lost for all eternity.  JUST DO IT!  (and send Driver Mac a copy).  Please. 

 

HISTORY 
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Contact Driver (nwapilot2@msn.com) or (Mobile: 719-331-8918) if you’d like to get involved in this     

worthwhile project or if you’d simply like to have us preserve your memorabilia.  I’m sure he’d appreciate the 

help. 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 

ATTN:  KOREAN WAR HEADHUNTERS 

It is the nature of the cycle of life that we have lost, and are losing, our WWII comrades at an alarming rate.  

Your generation is now next in line to provide leadership and mentoring to the Association and to our younger 

fighter pilots.  I urge you all to get involved.  You guys have to step up to the plate and attend reunions and send 

me articles to publish in the newsletter.  But most importantly, you must start to actively recruit others from 

your war.  Without senior role models like you, the sense of history and continuity that the Association        

generates can quickly be lost.  Like your nation in June of 1950, when “the Commies headed South”  we are all 

depending on you.  Viet Nam Headhunters, you’re in the On Deck circle.  Get ready. 

 

 

 

COMM CHECK:  Willie Brandt; I GOT RETURNED EMAILS FROM: henrybaby1@aol.com; 

wormf16ip@juno.com; jlc68@aol.com; kubla43@aol.com; ktfoust@netzero.net; foxwk@aol.com 

ghoffwego@aol.com; the.shooter@earthlink.net; jmcn29@yahoo.com; bodle@charter.net; 

danreisinger@att.net; trustyscout@juno.com; wbobwise1@aol.com; jmcn29@yahoo.com: 

 

IF YOU’RE ON THE LIST ABOVE, PLEASE SEND ME YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS AND 

SNAIL MAIL ADDRESS (IF IT’S CHANGED).  I CAN REALLY USE THE HELP.  THANKS! 

 

 

 

Many of you know Penny Wilson.  She’s the lady who, literally, nursed Kirby back to health several years ago.  

She moved to South Africa to care for her mother.  Now, it seems she has come down with brain cancer.  

 

I received this email from her recently: 
“sounds like a great reunion. thought of you all. love to all my lovely hh/juvat pals.my big c has now metastasized to my 
brain...shitty pits hey....sent message to kirbs i might be there to greet him and promised i wont start nagging him....he has 
ex-wife  to do that LOL..... 
I will be putting updates on my face book page and will try write about it and stick it in my fb notes and on my blog spot 
sent notification to jay bird....so hey ya folks beam me some light , angels and miracles love to all --penny---“ 
 

Please keep her in your prayers.  Drop her an email if you can at:  Penny Wilson pennyw@hermanus.co.za 

She is a great lady and a great friend to the Headhunters.  Please let her know we’re thinking of her. 

. 
     FROM THE HEAD HEADHUNTER 

 

1.  Dues:  Dues requests went out a little late this year.  So far, I’ve received 171 dues payments out of 280    

requests for renewal sent out.  If you owe annual dues, please send them in ASAP so I can close the           

membership drive for 2010-2011 out.  The good news is that, so far, we’ve recruited 8 new Lifetime Members 

(see above).    

Now for the bad news.  Lifetime Membership means no more annual dues money is being received from those 

LTMs.  So you guys who have “been meaning” to send in your $$ please mail the check today.  If you have a 

Headhunter or Juvat buddy who’s “been meaning” to join, give him a push and get him to write a check. 

LOST HEADHUNTERS 

HURTING HEADHUNTERS 

mailto:nwapilot2@msn.com
mailto:wormf16ip@juno.com
mailto:jlc68@aol.com
mailto:ktfoust@netzero.net
mailto:foxwk@aol.com
mailto:ghoffwego@aol.com
mailto:danreisinger@att.net
mailto:jmcn29@yahoo.com
mailto:pennyw@hermanus.co.za
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2.  Due to a little glitch, I haven’t been able to include a Master Roster update with this edition.  It seems that 

the previous Head Hunter forgot to tell me the code that updates that report..or perhaps I just didn’t listen…... 

 

3.  Electronic Newsletter Update:  The cost of sending out 4 newsletters is about $2500 to $2700 per year.  At 

the last business meeting I proposed and you approved that we go digital and put the newsletter out on the   

website or via email.  I’m hoping to do just that on the May newsletter at the latest.  However, there are still 

quite a few of us who are not on line.  I’ll try to include a post card in the next newsletter so you can indicate if 

you prefer electronic or snail mail.  Please look for that.  

 

4.  Request for information:  You may have noticed that I didn’t post the names of those who’ve made their last 

flight, either.  No data received.  You all have been outstanding in keeping Jaybird up to speed on births, deaths, 

promotions and so on.  Please keep me in mind and send me updates.  My address is on the top of the         

newsletter.  If you must, you can call:  817-229-5124 or Rita 817-408-8822.  On the other hand, if you have  

recently sent me something and you don’t see it in this newsletter, sorry. I’m the new guy.  

 

5.  Personal note:  Rita and I plan on spending Mays through Novembers in Pennsylvania in my hometown.  

While it is not exactly the “Land That Time Forgot” it is close in terms of high speed internet and UPS/FEDEX 

shipping outlets.  So please be your usual patient selves if it seems like I don’t have my Sierra                        

together….because I probably don’t and something got misplaced in one of the moves. Second Personal Note:  

Rita and I are looking forward to meeting all of you-either in person or over the phone or in letters/emails, and 

we are looking forward to keeping a prosperous and functioning Association.  Together, we all can preserve the 

heritage of THE most outstanding Fighter Squadron in the history of the USAF.  May God bless all our efforts. 

 

PENCIL IN THE NEXT REUNION:  SEPTEMBER OR OCTOBER 2011.  SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

DETAILS TO FOLLOW. 

 

AUDENTES FORTUNA JUVAT!      BEST TO ALL, TEX AND RITA2 
 

  
80th Fighter Squadron 

THE HEADHUNTERS 

1030 E Hwy 377 

Suite 110  PMB 174 

Granbury, Texas 76048 

 

RETURN SERVICE 

    REQUESTED 
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“TWIN TAILED LIGHTNING WAS OUR WARPLANE, 

AS WE ROAM’D  PACIFIC SKIES… 

SEARCHING OUT, THE SONS OF NIPPON, 

SENDING THEM TO THEIR DEMISE.” 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 


