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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 
 

 Bonnie & I hope this newsletter finds all of you in the very best of 

health and happiness! 
 

 

 

ne of our LTM’s from the 

1948 – 1950 time period, Neil 

O’Keefe, sent in a treasure trove of 

his photos of this era.  Many can be seen on 

our web site on the between the wars 

(BTW) Photos Page in the History section.  

These two photos above, not on our 

web site, show our F- 51 Mustang’s just 

before transitioning into the brand new 

jet fighter, the F-80 Shooting Star.  The 

yellow tails on the Mustangs and the 

blue (35
th

) and yellow (80
th

) nose and tails 

on the F-80’s can be identified in these B&W photos.  The third photo shows 7 of our 

Headhunters of that time.  Note the “standardized” uniforms and the large Squadron patch on 

now Lt Gen Hughes’ jacket second from left.  Also, Fred Bedle, standing 1
st
 on right, is one of 

our newest members!  Many thanks again to Neil for sending in these great photos! 
 

  

  

LAST OF OUR F-51’S AND THE FIRST F-80’S 

  

O 
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We will not be remembered by our words, but by our 

deeds. 
 

id you know—Starting on the 

30
th

 of March, 1944, our 80
th

 

Squadron, in support of General 

Douglas MacArthur’s ground offensive, 

participated in a great turkey shoot over 

the Japanese Base at Hollandia, destroy-

ing over 33 enemy aircraft in 4 days 

without a single loss to themselves—a 

Pacific Theater record.  On the 12th of 

April, the 80
th

 shot down 9 enemy aircraft 

and became the first US fighter squadron 

ever to shoot down over 200 enemy air-

craft.  On that same day, while flying 

with the 80
th

, Maj Dick Bong scored his 

26
th

, 27
th

, and 28
th

 victories, surpassing 

Eddie Rickenbacker’s old WWI record of 

26 making him the new American “Ace-

of-Aces.”  Maj Richard I. “Dick” Bong, 

“America’s Ace of Aces” who ended his 

combat flying with 40 confirmed aerial 

victories in the P-38 in the Pacific Theater 

during WWII, was awarded the Medal of 

Honor by Gen MacArthur on 12 December 1944. 
 

 

 

 

 
n March 30, during the final hour of a 4-hour night mission in poor 

weather conditions while using night vision goggles, Maj Ned “Flan-

ders” Linch started to receive urgent calls on the emergency guard 

frequency from a Coalition Special Forces team that was being overrun by a 

numerically superior enemy force.  At extreme personal risk to himself and his 

flight, Major Linch descended through hazardous weather conditions at night 

with low ceilings, poor visibility, and limited night vision goggle illumination 

in order to provide air support for the trapped team.  With an infrared strobe as 

the only means of identifying the friendly troops in contact, Major Linch ma-

neuvered his flight for several reconnaissance and bombing passes in weather 

conditions not suitable for the mission or his equipment.  While visual with the 

friendly position and exposing himself to ground threats for an extended 

amount of time, Major Linch was able to direct his wingman to execute a 

bombing attack in the vicinity of the enemy.  He also used flares to distract the 

enemy who had surrounded the friendly position and were only 300 meters 

away.  He did this with full knowledge that he would be highlighting his posi-

tion to the enemy defenses and drawing enemy fire the entire time.  This af-

forded an opportunity for the ground team to escape and later be rescued in a 

major combat search and rescue effort.  The outstanding heroism and selfless 

devotion to duty displayed by Major Linch reflect great credit upon himself 

and the United States Air Force.    

Did You Know? 

D 

 
General MacArthur after awarding Maj Bong the Medal of Honor on 

12 Dec 1944.  (Photo by United Press International) 

HEADHUNTER AWARDED DFC IN IRAQ 

 
Maj Ned Linch, 3

rd
 from left, received the DFC for 

his service in Iraq during a ceremony honoring the 

187th Fighter Wing.  -- Photo by David Alan 

Planchet, Montgomery Advertiser 

O 
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ur highly reliable sources in strategically placed key positions 

around the globe have informed us that the next Commander of 

our active Squadron in Korea will be Lt Col Kevin "Gumby" 

Schneider.  Gumby is currently a DO at Spangdahlem.  The change of 

command will be in the first week of September 03.  Gumby will arrive 

in mid August so that if he goes to Senior Service School (SSS) next 

year, he will only curtail his remote by one month and will have the 

squadron for only 10 months as well. 

  

ur deep undercover moles in clandestine positions in highly sensi-

tive areas have also reported to us that Lt Col Eric “Wiener” Schnitzer, the present Com-

mander, will more than likely be going back to Misawa as an extra Deputy Ops Group Com-

mander—in hopes of flying and “being useful for a while” before going to SSS next summer.  

There will be more info, as it develops, in the next newsletter.  

 

 
 

 

-mail received 7 

July:  Lt Col Er-

ic “Wiener” 

Schnitzer, Commander 

of our active duty 

Headhunter Squadron in 

Korea, sent the follow-

ing message: “Please 

share with the Associa-

tion that the Juvats are 

now as air-to-ground 

capable as any F-16 

squadron in the invento-

ry.  On 2 July we proved 

that when we dropped 

JDAM [Joint Direct At-

tack Munition] on the 

Chik-Do island range for 

the first active duty JDAM employment from a block 30 F-16.  We have now doubled our ability 

to employ precision weapons and now have an all-weather precision delivery capability.  The 

Headhunters have yet again improved our ability to ‘Take the Fight North.’” [Ed note] Congratu-

lations to all our active duty Headhunters/Juvats for getting this important new capability and 

getting checked out in its employment.  We’re all proud of you! 

 

Life is not measured by the breaths we take, but by the moments that take our 

breath. 

LATEST INTELLIGENCE FROM AROUND THE WORLD! 

O 

 O 

OUR ACTIVE DUTY F-16 SQUADRON JDAM CAPABLE 

E 

 
Lt Col Eric Schnitzer successfully releasing two JDAM’s on 2 July 2003 
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You can’t build a reputation on what you are going to do. 

 
 

t gives us great pleasure to welcome these 18 new members to our ranks for the first time 

(in the order of “signing up” since 1 May).  Equally rewarding are the many members who 

have rejoined after 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 or even 11 years absence!   Welcome to all!  At 

press time we have 310 Yearly, plus 560 LifeTime Members (LTMs)—870 Total!! 
 

Here is the roll call of our new members—with their time in the 80th: 
Maj Stan L. Jones (02 – 03)   Edward E. Cragg, III (Nephew) 

Edward S. Cragg, IV (grandnephew)  Clinton R. Taylor (BTW) 

Lt Col Alan R. Gaugert (88 – 89)  Lt Col Claude W. Patterson (WWII) 

SMSgt Jason A. Ambute (98 – 99)  Lt Col Jesse E. Lloyd (49 – 50) 

SMSgt George F. Brune (60 – 62)  Lt Col James G. Violette (Vietnam) 

Lt Col Stanley C. Freeth (59 – 63)  Maj Jeffrey A. Anderson (02 – 03) 

A1C Timothy P. Welsh (67 – 68)  William H. Fotheringham (43 – 44) 

Lt Col Frederick L. Bedle (48 – 51)  Ronald M. Shonka (Korea) 

SSgt Pat R. Cardwell (49 – 50)  SSgt Eugene A. Smith (48 – 49) 

 

riends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change and/or Master E-

mail & Fax List Change (enclosed), give 'em a call, write 'em a letter, or beam an e-mail mes-

sage over to them.  Or better yet, ask them to meet you at the next reunion in Mesa, AZ, 22-25 

April 2004!  Great to have you all in formation—and what a super one it is!!  Do you have Head-

hunter friends that aren’t members?  If so, please let me have their addresses, and I’ll send a 

“Please Join Us” letter to them.  How about all of our active duty JUVATS in the 80th today?  

Cleared to join up, Y’all!   See your SNACKO for Member Information Forms and mailing 

envelopes, or contact me directly—Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

Sgt Pat R. Cardwell, crewchief and 

good friend of LTM Maj William F. 

McCrystal—the Headhunter who 

wrote Air Force 801 (better known as 

Itazuke Tower) in late 1948, joined our As-

sociation on 19 July also as an LTM.  Un-

fortunately, Bill McCrystal passed away on 

15 October 2002, but his classic fighter pi-

lot song will be with us until pilots no 

longer sing.  Photo to the right, sent in by 

LTM Neil O’Keefe, shows a typical sing-a-

long with “Romeo” McCrystal on the guitar.  Please see our last newsletter for more details on 

Pat Cardwell and Bill McCrystal.  Welcome to our Association, Pat!  

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

I 

 

F 

CREWCHIEF OF SONG WRITER JOINS UP 

 

S 
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“It is easier to do a job right, than to explain why you didn’t.” 
       --Martin Van 

Buren 
 

 

-mail received 22 April: “If any of the 80th 

members happen to be breezing through South 

Africa I would love to see them.  I have ac-

commodation for visitors and would be delighted to 

show anyone around my area in the Western Cape, not 

far from Cape Agulhas, the southern most tip of Afri-

ca, and 80 miles east of Cape Town.  It is a very beau-

tiful area and rapidly turning into a major international 

destination with ever so many Europeans, Americans 

and Asian visitors at every famous tourist spot.  My 

hometown of Hermanus is wedged between high mountains and the sea.  I live on the mountain-

side and gaze up the slopes that are proclaimed a nature reserve.  It is gorgeous.  Lots of birds 

and unfortunately also a troop of baboons, which invade the residential gardens.  The cheeky 

buggers get into our homes and steal fruit and such.  They are real pests and drive me nuts. 

 I have settled relatively well here but part of my heart will always be in America.  Cir-

cumstances decreed that I return.  I loved America dearly and have become a great defender of all 

things American.  Please instill in all your children and grandchildren that it is an honor and priv-

ilege to be born in America. 
 

 At the beginning of the Iraq war I watched with disgust as a number of young American 

aid workers, or maybe students, that joined the protests outside the American Embassy in Preto-

ria and Johannesburg and severely criticized their country in TV interviews.  I wanted to scream 

at them, that had they been Iraqis uttering such defamatory remarks about their country, they 

would probably have been shot for treason.  I wanted to yell at them that their own people were 

there and some would die, and how dare they be so disloyal.  I wonder if they realize how privi-

leged they are in being able to have freedom of speech and a democratic society!!  
 

  I watch young black South Africans on TV slating USA as being 'bourgeois' and 

'comrades must stand together against the bourgeois society,' yet when America hands out study 

grants for them to attend Stanford, Harvard, Yale etc, they sure grab at them with both hands.  It 

makes me sick that America gives so much to the rest of the world and is rewarded with very lit-

tle thanks.  I watched a recent meeting where African states were fretting that due to the Iraq 

war, the $billions in American aid  might be cut, and in the next breath criticizing America.  I get 

so angry, and wonder why the USA doesn't cut off all aid to the rest of the world and build lots of 

nice housing complexes for its elderly folks, and give all retired Americans free medical treat-

ment and medications, and also kick out the UN. 
 

  You are still the best.  I love y'all.  God bless America.  Come visit me...!!  [Signed] Pen-

ny [Wilson]---(with a wry smile from the southern tip of Africa) 

 
 

-mail received 7 May: On 3 April we sent a message out to everyone regarding one of our 

own Headhunters who was wounded when a member of the 101st Airborne Division in Ku-

THE MAIL BAG 

E 

 

E 
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wait threw a hand grenade into a tent full of his fellow Division personnel.  Capt Mark 

"Whizzer" Wisher, ALO [Air Liaison Officer] for the Division was seriously wounded, but is 

now recovering at home in Kentucky.  Here is an update in Mark's own words from 7 May: 

"I'm sure that we left some people out [from sending thank you letters] by mistake.  Please for-

ward to anyone who had thoughts and prayers for us.  See attachment.  Thanks.  Sincerely, Mark 

& Tara 

 (Attachment) Hello.  Tara and I wanted to take a brief moment to say thank you to eve-

ryone out there who has sent us their caring thoughts, prayers, and words of encouragement.  We 

can’t find the words to tell you how grateful we are to be Americans and to have such great sup-

port from our family, friends, and the community.  Even though we may not have personally met 

everyone who has sent us kind thoughts and prayers, we feel like we’ve got new friends out there 

now. 

I usually get asked what the extent of my injuries are so here it is: I've got about 13 holes 

in me ranging from the size of a quarter to the size of a pea.  All of them are healed up except for 

one on my shoulder that is still healing.  I've got 3 wounds on my right arm, 1 golden BB wound 

on my side, and all the rest are down my right side and thigh.  The "golden BB" grenade frag that 

hit my side and went through my ribs was the one that almost killed me.  It went in and lacerated 

my liver, collapsed my right lung, and punctured my diaphragm.  As far as the surgical scars, I've 

got a nice 52 staple “zipper” that runs from an inch below my belly button up to my collar bone, 

3 scars on my belly from drainage tubes they had in me, and a 2 inch scar on my right side where 

they had to put in a chest tube right after the accident happened (that was fun!!!). They also had 

to cut through my sternum bone, so now I've got a nice stainless steal wire holding my chest to-

gether while it heals.  The wire will be permanent, unless there are complications, so I should be 

setting off airport security from now on.  I spent 6 days in critical condition and I don't remember 

much about the first 2 days.  I don't really know why I'm alive right now.  The grenade went off 

in between "Linus" Stone and I.  I didn't have any body armor on and was 5 feet from the grenade 

when it went off and was crouching down at the time.  I'm fully confident that had I been stand-

ing, I would be six feet under right now.  A couple of the guys have severe damage to their legs 

(softball size holes) so continue to keep them in your thoughts.  I don’t know how I escaped not 

having the same size holes.  For any of the military guys that are interested, I've got a more de-

tailed personal account that I'm putting on paper; email me at mrwisher@hotmail.com if you 

would like to read it. 
 

Right now I'm on my third week of physical therapy and I'm getting stronger everyday.  I 

won't take for granted anymore being able to put my shoes on, sit up on my own, sleep on my 

stomach, put on a T-shirt, or reach glasses off the top shelf of our cabinets.  I think that I'll be 

running in about 2 weeks and hopefully able to do some push-ups and sit-ups shortly thereafter.  

I'm looking forward to getting back to normal and more importantly back into the cockpit.  I plan 

on spending a week of recovery going to visit the schools of all the kids that sent me get well 

cards.  So many of them said they would like me to visit them so I feel like I can’t let them down. 
 

Tara and I have been amazed at how much support we have received from everyone.  

We’d like to say thank you to all of our family, friends, schools, T-Bolts, Juvats, and concerned 

Americans everywhere for your caring thoughts and prayers.  We want to especially thank all of 

the proud Americans that we have in the Tri-State area (KY, OH, IN) from where we hail from.  

The local community support has been outstanding and we will never forget it.  Most of all I'd 

like to thank my wife.  She has been an incredibly strong person through all of this.  I never knew 

that I was married to such a trooper and I have been pleasantly surprised at her strength and re-

solve. She's been my best nurse yet. 
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Leadership is doing what is right when no one is watching. 

 
As for the future, we’re just taking it one day at a time right now.  We’ve got another year 

and a half here at Fort Campbell, KY and then I’m hopefully going back to another F-16 flying 

assignment.  About 3 days after the accident, Tara and I got to exchange messages for the first 

time through an Air Force Colonel that was there checking up on me.  My message to Tara:  “I 

love you and I’m gonna’ get you that Beagle you’ve been asking for.”  Tara’s message to me:  “I 

love you too little buddy.”  So, I’m gonna’ get well, save up some money, build a fence in our 

back yard, and then get Tara that Beagle that she’s been wanting since we got married 5 years 

ago. We’re going to start a family too.  It’s funny the promises you make when your under the 

influence of morphine.  Aim High and God Bless the US!!!!  Sincerely yours, Mark & Tara 

Wisher" 

 

-mail received 7 May: “Dear Sir:  In the February issue of The American Legion maga-

zine,  there is a request in the "in search of " section: Quote: 80th Ftr Bomber Sqdn K-13. 

Anyone who served in Suwon, Korea, between March 1953 and March 1954, contact Mark Ma-

son, 978 College Drive, Madison, GA 30650, call (706) 342-0666 or e-mail 

markedithmason@aol.com. End quote.    [Signed] Dick [Carlow]” 

 

etter received 17 May: “Dear Col Jay: Thanks for the Headhunter Headlines Vol XIII, No 

50 copy.  Since I’m now 90 years old & one of the last ones from WWII (‘n fading fast), the 

boys from “Juvats” will be around to uphold the fame of the 80
th

 Fighter Squadron for years to 

come.  I wish them (& you) God’s Recognition & Love!  Thanks again for being a part of the 

80
th

, and may it continue to exist until there’s no longer a need for fighters!  Respectfully, Rich-

ard Reinsch”  [Ed note] This letter was in response to the annual “Your Dues Are Due” letters 

that go out to our Yearly Members.  Lt Col Reinsch flew in both WWII and Korea.  We have ex-

tended his Membership indefinitely, and may God Bless you, too, Richard! 

 

-mail received 20 May: “Dear family members and friends, I have the sad task of informing 

you that Kathy passed away this morning.  She fought very hard against the cancer and never 

complained, but passed away peacefully in her sleep this morning.  We anticipate a funeral mass 

this Friday about 10:00 am in Blue Springs.  Please do not send flowers or food.  We have every-

thing we need.  If you must send something, send a donation to your favorite charity in Kathy's 

name.  My sister, Pat, and Kathy's sister, Mary Ann, have been here with me and we will all get 

through it.  We remember all the good times.  One year ago we received the bad news that Kathy 

had one year, more or less, and the doctor was right.  In keeping with Kathy's last request, I con-

tinued law school, went through a graduation ceremony attended by Kathy 10 days ago, and am 

two summer classes away from being totally finished.  Kathy is now in Heaven and in pain no 

more.  Please remember her as the vibrant, beautiful young lady you had wonderful times with 

because that is how we remember her.  I anticipate that the mass will be Friday, May 23, 2003 at 

the St John La Lande Catholic Church at 801 NW R.D. Mize road in Blue Springs.  If the loca-

tion or date & time change, I will send a message.  Love, Chuck [Rikli]  [Ed note] Chuck, we all 

express our sincere condolences to you and your family on your untimely loss.  Rest assured, she 

is now in a Better Place. 
 

 

“Without faith, nothing is possible.  With it, nothing is impossible.” 
       --Mary McLeod Bethune 

E 

L 

E 

mailto:markedithmason@aol.com
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-mail received 28 May: “…Hope you had a great Memorial Day.  Some of the guys and I 

got together with our families and drank to our brothers in arms who never made it home. 

 

 Which brings me to an interesting story, and then I'll let you get back to more important 

things.  I was doing standard yard work on the Sunday before Memorial Day and needed a few 

items.  I went into the local Home Depot, found what I needed, and proceeded to the checkout.  

The young girl tallied my bill and then said, ‘oh wait...I forgot your discount’.  She then produced 

a coupon which said ‘Military Discount 10%’, and scanned it into the register.  I thought, how 

nice...Home Depot is honoring the military...and asked her how she knew I was in the military.  

Her answer floored me.  She said, ‘I didn't know you were in the military.  We were going to do 

this special for the military only, but then decided to give everyone the discount.  After all, what's 

so special about the military?’  I was stunned.  I couldn't let that pass, so I said, ‘That's an inter-

esting point.  Do you by any chance speak German?’  She said that she didn't.  I then asked if she 

spoke Russian, Chinese, or Japanese?  Annoyed, she said, ‘I don't speak any foreign languages’, 

to which I replied, ‘If it weren't for the US military and this country's veterans, you could be 

speaking any one of those languages and, if you were, you'd never be able to say what you just 

did.  So how about remembering what Memorial Day is all about?’  From behind me I here a 

voice say ‘Amen’.  I turned around and standing behind me was a gentleman wearing one of the 

baseball caps you always see -- the ones with CVN something-or-other on them.  I can't remem-

ber what the hat said, because I was noticing that where one of this gentleman's legs should be 

was an artificial limb (temp was 103F, and everyone was wearing shorts).  I smiled and thanked 

him.  The gentleman looked at me and said, ‘No.  Thank you’.  The tie that binds all brothers in 

arms together was clearly evident, but I'd be willing to bet the Home Depot employee still doesn't 

understand either that bond or my comment to her.  I can only hope the store management under-

stands the tone of disappointment in my letter to them.  What is Good?  [Signed] Tom "Nogas" 

Reichert” 

 

 

 

 

 

aj Ronald K. "Thorn" Rosepink, Headhunter/Juvat from 1983 and a member of our 

Association for over 10 years, has been missing since June 28.  He was paragliding in 

Tehachapi, CA, and was last seen around 4:30 in the air there.  The Civil Air Patrol 

has been looking for him, as well as people on horseback, on foot, in aircraft, and scent dogs, but 

he hasn’t been found.  The search was scaled back after there was no success in finding him on 

Sunday, 6 July.  His wife, Debbie, wrote, “We are hoping that a Marine helicopter will be able to 

beat the bushes in some of the ravines tomorrow also.  After that I am not sure what they will be 

able to do.  I had to return to CO on Tuesday with two of the kids so they could have their sup-

port group, but I have not given up hope.  All prayers are appreciated.  I will not always be 

checking Ronald's emails, but you can reach me at drosepink@rockymountaindesk.com.” 

 

Please keep them in your prayers, and send Debbie an e-mail at her address in support.  

 
 

Keep your face always toward the sunshine, and the shadows will fall behind you. 

E 

Headhunter Disappears 

M 

mailto:drosepink@rockymountaindesk.com
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     ---Anonymous (sent in by Mary Jonas) 

 

 

 

 

here has been widespread interest in the past several months to have our WWII members 

share their experiences and stories with the rest of us at our reunions.  After a lot of dis-

cussion, we feel the best way to accomplish this is to have a question and answer session 

at our next reunion on 22 – 25 April in Mesa, AZ.  We also feel the best time to do this is on 

Thursday night at 7:00, as Friday and Saturday nights are already planned.  Historically, nothing 

is planned for our Thursday nights—arrival day.  It is usually a “free night” to meet with friends 

and visit.  Having this very important event scheduled at 7:00 p.m. that night will still allow plen-

ty of free time, time for individual dinners, and will guarantee plenty of time for a great discus-

sion with our senior members. 

 

t is most important that we get as many participants as possible to make this a memorable 

event for all of us.  We will try to get it video-taped and put on DVD for all who may want a 

copy.  We have Kirby, Ken Lloyd, Paul Murphey, and Norb Ruff that will participate.  If any of 

our other WWII members would like to participate, please let either Kirby or me know within the 

next 60 days.  Depending on how many we have will dictate the table set-up.  We’ll also have a 

large map of the area so important locations can be pointed out. 

 

on’t miss this very important meeting.  It is our living history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ime to get the items you need!  Wear/use them proudly—not just at the reunions, but 

wherever you go!  It’s a great way to find other HEADHUNTERS, too!  Unless purchased at a 

reunion, a small fee of $4 should be added for postage to all orders (unless otherwise 

noted)—I’ll take care of the “handling!” 
 

Curious to see what these items look like?  Check them out on our Web Site STORE Page! 

  

 

Blazer Emblem (men’s or ladies) $35  Golf Shirt (specify size)  $29 

 Squadron Unique Tie   $30  T Shirt (specify size)  $17 

 Ladies Floppy Bow (matches tie) $30  Squadron F-16 Litho Print $20 

 Sq “Nickel” Coin or Keychain  $  4  White Hat   $12 

 *Personalized  Sq coffee mug  $20  Black Hat   $12 

 *Personalized  Sq beer stein  $23  Korean-era Sq Patch  $  5 

 *Mug & Stein set as above  $40  Vietnam-era Sq Patch  $  5 

 Squadron Logo Golf Balls (sleeve) $10  Current Squadron Patch  $  5  

**Personalized etched Sq beer mug $25   Lapel Pin/Tie Tack  $  3 

Headhunter Tattoos (fun!) 2 for a  $  1   

 

WWII Q & A AT NEXT REUNION 

T 

I 

D 

HEADHUNTER STORE!     

T 
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* Please include name and/or callsign desired on your mug/stein (up to 20 letters), and 

right/left handed with your order.  Unless otherwise stated, the Squadron logo & your first 

name in Old English will be on the front (handle left for right-handed drinker), and an F-16 will 

be on the back. 

 

** Large 25oz mug is beautiful etched glass.  Please indicate Squadron logo or our Association 

logo desired, choice of P-39, P-38, P-51, F-80, F-86, F-84, F-100, F-105, F-4, or F-16, and in-

clude name and/or callsign in “HEADHUNTER” or standard bold font, and right/left handed, 

with your order. Personal markings (tail number/markings, aerial victories, etc.) available.  

Other aircraft may be available.  Please call for quote. 

 

Please send check to “The Headhunters”; 905 Arapaho Ct; Columbus, GA 31904-1242.  

Please don’t forget $4 postage on all orders (accept patches, coins, tattoos, & lapel pin—please 

send $1 postage.) 

 

Fighter pilot songs (Rated PG) on professional CDs and/or tapes are available from World-

renowned military songwriter and balladeer, and fellow HEADHUNTER, Dick Jonas.  Contact him 

at: Erosonic; 2001 Mountain View Glen; Ft Mojave, AZ 86426-8833, or his web site at     

http://www.erosonic.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

nother Membership Year for our Yearly Members came to a close on 30 June.  Although 

the count shown in the “WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS!” section above now shows 

only 861 total members, many of our people haven’t renewed yet.  However, as new 

members and renewals come in each month throughout the year, we end up with more members 

each year than the previous year—we are constantly growing.  This year on 30 June we had a to-

tal of 399 Yearly, plus 555 LifeTime Members (LTMs)—954 Total! 

 

nce again I’d like to thank the wives for renewing their husband’s membership during these 

very busy times.  Please keep up the great work!  

 

 

“Life is like riding a bicycle.  To keep your balance, you must keep moving.” 
-- Albert Einstein 

 

head headhunter corner 

 

A 

O 
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ast, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all                                        

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS, who we know of, that have made their last 

takeoff in this lifetime since our last newsletter. 

 
 

 Headhunter    Time in 80th   Last Takeoff 

 Kenneth J. Smith   WWII    25 Nov 2002 

 Warren C. Root   WWII    11 Dec 2002 

 Gordon H. Casamajor  WWII    19 Feb 2003 

 Roman J. Gacke   WWII/LTM   28 May 2003 

 Carroll R. Griffin   Korea/LTM   10 July 2003 

 

-mail received 2 June: “Dear Col. Riedel, I am writing you after receipt of a letter from you 

to my father, Gordon H. Casamajor, asking him to rejoin the 80th Fighter Squadron 

Headhunters Association.   It is with sadness that I have to report that Gordon passed away on 

February 19th, 2003 after a short illness.  He was a proud Headhunter and ex P-38 pilot.  He 

taught both my brother and I to fly and we shared many hours in the sky together.  He was an ex-

traordinary pilot and flew until age 80 when he lost his medical.  He was one month short of 88 

years when he left us.  I have his wings and a Headhunter patch, which I plan to frame and hang 

in his honor.  With best regards, Jon E. Casamajor   e-mail: jon_casamajor@trimble.com” 

 

-mail received 29 July: “Carroll R. Griffin was killed in a light plane accident in Costa Ri-

ca, Central America on 10 July 2003.  He was not in his own plane nor was he piloting the 

plane.  His children and I will miss him greatly.  I will also miss seeing all of you when it comes 

to reunion time.  [Signed] Joan C. Griffin”  [Ed note] We’ll all miss him, too, Joan.  You were 

both reunion regulars, and we invite you to please keep attending our get-togethers.  We’re all 

family. 

 

n behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to these families our deepest 

sympathies and sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these individuals 

made to the Squadron and our Country.  May they rest in peace and forever soar with the Eagles. 
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HEADHUNTERS AT REST 
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May God bless and keep them in His Flight forever. 
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The next HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 November 2003 
The Headhunter Headlines is the official newsletter of the 80

th
 Fighter Squadron Headhunters Association, Inc., 

a non-profit, tax exempt, War Veterans’ Organization. 

 Copyright 2003, all rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   

 Think 22-25 April 2004 in Mesa, Az!!     
(Is it on your calendars?) 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Col Jay E. "JayBird" Riedel, USAF (Ret)  
The “Head Headhunter” 

 
 

 
 

                  80th Fighter Squadron 

      “HEADHUNTERS" 
                       905 Arapaho Ct 

                  Columbus, GA 31904 

 

             RETURN SERVICE 

                  REQUESTED 
 

                 FIRST CLASS 

   

Columbus Day  –  13 October Halloween  –  31 October 
Labor Day  –  1 September       

  

  

 


