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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 
 

 Bonnie & I hope this newsletter finds each of you in the very best of health & happiness! 
 

 

 

 

Lt Col V. Al “Jethro” aka  “Chops” 

Wimmer, a former flight com-

mander in our Squadron in ’94-’95, 

took command of the 80
th

 on 2 

June.  Relinquishing command of 

our active Squadron was Lt Col 

Stephen A. Langford, who held the 

reins since 1 Jul 2005.  Here is a 

message from Lt Col Wimmer: 
     “The Chg of CC happened on the 
2

nd
 at 0900 in Hangar 3 here at the 

Kun.  Lt. “Rookie” Grossweiler was the 
projo and, as always, the JUVATs put 
on a first class show.  Standing on the 
stage, getting a salute from them was 
the proudest moment of my career, 
and I can’t believe how lucky a good 
ole’ boy can get.  Of course, right after 
that it was back to work and flying a 
second go for the day. 
     Here’s a good bit of news about our 
jets.  We will be upgrading to SCU-5.1 
(the core Operational Flight Program 
(OFP) in the jet) in the near future 

  

  

 ACTIVE SQUADRON HAS CHANGE OF COMMAND   
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which will include the retrofit of color Mult-Function Displays (MFDs).  The color displays improve display resolution and 
add a tremendous amount of data to the already complex displays, but it all makes a lot more sense (Red for a known 
hostile track vs. just a particular shape).  There are a lot of software improvements as well, but I won’t bore you with the 
details.  It will be a great step ahead for us and, once again, our block 30’s will advance before the block 40s in that other 
squadron thanks to the great work of our Guard/Reserve brethren. 
     The JUVATs are quietly enjoying their 4

th
 of July weekend on the ROK.  A lot of them are at Seoul or Osan just getting 

away from the Kun for a bit.  We will have the traditional 4
th
 of July barbeque on the porch at Bruni’s, and I’ll take a few 

snaps for the website.  We hope that all the former Headhunters out there enjoy celebrating our nation’s freedom and have 
a safe holiday.  Jethro   Lt Col Al Wimmer   JUVAT Lead (Centurian)” 

** Here is his Change of Command speech: ** 
     “Col. Norman, Col. Kim, Col. Yi, Group commanders, fellow squadron commanders, distinguished guests and friends 
from Kunsan.  Thank you for taking time out of your busy day to join us for this event. 
     I have just a few brief words today.  First I’d like to thank Rookie, Ms Im, the honor guard and all the other folks that 
took part in setting up this ceremony today.  It’s great to see that JUVAT standards are still world class.  Sgt Lowder, Amn 
Graham, thanks for dressing up the flagship today--she looks awesome.  Also, thanks to you and all the maintainers for 
keeping them flying for us. 
     It’s kind of symbolic of this assignment that while our families aren’t here, they are at the forefront of our thoughts and in 
that light I’d like to say a few words to them.  Mom and Dad, thanks for the start to a lifetime of adventure.  Bob and Don-
na, life just wouldn’t be the same without ya’ll in it.  To my lovely bride, who I owe so much, I miss you babe.  The flowers 
you got today will never say, “thank you” enough.  I wouldn’t be here without you and I Iove you.  Ashley, be good for 
mommy, sweetie, and always remember that Daddy loves you.  To my son Taylor, I’m so glad that you could be here to-
day.  Your mom and I couldn’t be prouder of you and your accomplishments.  I look forward to the day when we get to fly 
in formation together. 
     To the Viper and the Wolf, you have my deepest gratitude.  Thank you for the opportunity of a lifetime and this chance 
to fulfill a fighter pilot’s dream.  I am truly humbled. 
     JR and Pam, it’s clear that we have some big shoes to fill here.  Thanks for the tremendous handoff and the great hos-
pitality.  Good luck on your assignment to Geneva and enjoy it. 
     Finally, and most-importantly, to the men and women of the greatest fighter squadron that ever lived, JUVAT warriors.  
The tools of our trade have evolved over the years but our mission remains the same: To kill bad guys and destroy foreign 
governments’ property.  While our brothers-in-arms are engaged in the war on terrorism around the world, our focus re-
mains on a target just a few miles to the north.  Our challenge is to live up to the high standards of our predecessors in this 
squadron, and in JUVAT fashion, we’ll be ready. 
     In closing, I have to say that standing here before you today is the greatest honor of my career, and I look forward to 
serving, training and standing guard beside each and every one of you.  Let’s do it.” 
 

 

 
 

 

e have decided to go back to the way we have always done our reunions—doing them ourselves with 

a volunteer reunion host(s).  Jim “Tex” Ritter, LTM from the ‘70’s, and Jerry Minton, LTM from the 

Korean era, are stepping up to the plate to get our reunion planning in high gear!  Thanks to you both 

for being there for all of us!  Our next reunion will still be in Fort Worth, and the dates will be 19-22 April.  The 

hotel is being finalized, and it will be a great time for all!  Please block out the 19-22 of April 2007 in Fort 

Worth on your calendars for the reunion!  Stay tuned for further details!  See you all there!   
 

 

 

 

id you know that our Squadron has been located at 31 different stations since it was activated on 10 Jan 

1942 at Mitchell Field, NY, only a month after Pearl Harbor?  The shortest time being 10 days at 

Mitchell Field (the only time in the US); the longest being Kunsan, Korea, since 15 Feb 1971.  Also, 

our Squadron has flown 12 different fighters in its history—the shortest being the P-39/400 for less than a year, 

and the longest being the present F-16 since 1981—a QUARTER CENTURY!!  Kunsan is making history every 

day! 

REUNION PLANS CHANGE  

W 

DID YOU KNOW? 

D 
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This is an article sent in by one of our Korean era LTM’s, Tom Slee: 
 

n the past years I have been promising Paul Mur-

phy and M. F. Kirby that I would stop by and see 

them if and when I would drive through Texas - 

missed several times.  In April, I drove to Houston, TX to attend 

my Aviation Cadet Class reunion.  This was the time I would do 

it.  Sad to say, Paul had ‘headed West’, but I visited with his 

son, Paul Jr. and regretfully visited Paul’s grave site in Waco, 

TX. 

Packing up all our gear and extra booze from the hospi-

tality room, Sunday, 1 May, I left HOU and Monday morning 

got to the big ex-cattle town of Lometa – all  714 souls – I made 

it 715.  Kirby’s Ranch is just outside the SW edge of town and 

has 3 good size tanks (ponds for non-rancher talk) with fish and 

a duck blind and fabulous duck hunting.  He has a deal with the 

city water and sanitation department and has clean and fresh water year round.  He has a small herd of cattle on 

the far hill side and several horses in the corral by the small horse barn plus two that were feeding in the yard. 
 

The gate across the cattle guard was open and I drove in down the 400 yards to the house.  I knocked on 

the door and M.F. opened the door and invited me in.  We started in where we left off in talking about the trip 

last May to Kunsan and “Hollandia Days” with the 80th Squadron; and reminiscing of past reunions.  It is his 

hope that he can go one more time to Jackson Hole, WY for the next reunion after Ft. Worth.  After a bit, Kirby 

suggested we go into town for some iced tea and some lunch. (It was TOO hot for vodka tonics).  It is only 

about 8 blocks from the ranch gate to Main Street and the WAGON WHEEL CAFÉ.  (Lometa isn’t very big) 
 

After a good “home cooked lunch, M.F. suggested we take a drive to show me the local area and some 

of the sights and meet another fellow pilot.  I saw some of the largest and ugliest “turkey” buzzards.  We ended 

up out at the ranch of Bob Dyer, Col USAF ret. Bob flew A-26s - B-26s in Korea in ‘52-’53 and then had a var-

ied interesting 30 year career at the Command level.  We visited for awhile doing a lot of “hanger flying”.  On 

the way back to the Wagon Wheel Café (Lometa’s equivalent to the Officer’s Club and the “Town Hall”), M.F. 

stopped for the mail.  Only thing there was the latest issue of “HEADHUNTER HEADLINES”.  As we read it, 

the ‘city fathers’ came in for the afternoon B.S. session.  I was lucky.  The presiding fellow didn’t show up so 

the chair I was sitting in was open.  The topic of discussion was the sit-out of the Mexican workers in the area, 

shutting down the meat packing plants around Lampasas.  Nearly all the EX- ranchers in the area and everyone 

in Lometa are raising GOATS.  Only a few have cattle.  The meat packers are selling the meat to the Muslims. 

Later we had BBQ steaks with M.F.’s son, Joel and his wife.  Then back to the ranch.  We talked a while – 

checked out the computer mail and then turned in. 
 

The next morning, we went back to the Wagon Wheel for breakfast and the morning meeting of the 

“Lometa Cattlemen’s Club.  This time, when I got up to take the picture, the “Chairman” came in and I had no 

place to sit.  It was time to head for Waco so Kirby and I went back to the “ranch” and I headed northeast.  I’m 

definitely planning on returning to Lometa – maybe this fall for some duck shooting and deer hunting –but for 

sure in the spring when I return to Oklahoma.  If you are anywhere in Central Texas – Austin, Waco, San Anto-

nio or even Dallas run down and spend an afternoon and evening with our legend of the 80th Fighter Squadron – 

M.F. Kirby – you will enjoy it and he will, too.      TOM SLEE” 
 

Thanks to Tom for this great article! 

A PROMISE KEPT 

 

I 

Kirby & Tom enjoying the Headhunter Headlines at the 

local coffee shop in Lometa 
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By Truett Guthrie PhD 

he annual American Fighter 

Aces Association reunion was 

held June 29 through July 2 at 

the Hyatt Regency in San An-

tonio, Texas.  Of the 1442 American 

Fighter Aces, only 287 are still liv-

ing, the last of an exclusive club.  

Noted author Walter Boyne states in 

his book, ACES IN COMMAND, 

that of all the many people who 

trained to become fighter pilots, on-

ly 0.0005%, or five ten-thousands of 

a percent, became aces.  32 aces at-

tended the event, the youngest being 

64 year old Vietnam ace, Brig Gen 

Steve Ritchie, USAF Ret, as well as 

over 100 “friends” of the fighter 

aces.  A great time was had by all.  I 

had a great time at lunch with 80th 

Fighter Squadron veterans Harold “Hal” Fischer and John Shannon and had a great visit with Herb Ross.  Col 

Herbert E. Ross, USAF Ret, a P-38 ace credited with 7 kills, is a former commander of the 80th in Korea, flying 

close air support in the F-86F-30.  Herb was busy selling his new book, ADVENTURES OF A P-38 ACE, of 

which I highly recommend and 

am currently reading my auto-

graphed copy.  Herb and I visit-

ed about  my friend, Tom Slee, 

who flew F-86’ s under Herb’ s 

command, and about his piano 

playing days in the big bands.  

Col Harold E. Fischer, USAF 

Ret, flew 105 missions in the 

F80C with the 80th Squadron 

before becoming a double jet 

ace flying the F-86 Sabre with 

the 39th Squadron of the 51st 

FIW.  Hal spent two years as a 

Chinese POW and flew in Vi-

etnam.  Hal autographed my 

copy of his excellent book, 

DREAMS OF ACES.  A fa-

mous recce photo of a low level 

F-80 Shooting Star dropping a 

napalm tank and dodging AA 

fire hangs at the Pentagon.  That photo is also found in many publications about the air war in Korea.  That pilot 

is the 80th Fighter Squadron’s John Shannon.  John is a tall guy, and I told him that I sure hope he never had to 

eject from that tiny F-80 cockpit.  John said to me, ‘Boy that’s the truth!  I’d have lost both my knees and el-

AMERICAN FIGHTER ACES REUNION 2006 

T 

 

 

T 

Pharmacist and “Friend” of the Fighter Aces, Truett Guthrie, sits between legendary double jet 

aces, Hal Fischer (L) and Ralph Parr (R) at Saturday night’s banquet 

Hal Fischer (C) and John Shannon (R) visiting with aviation writer and historian Jon Guttman 
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bows.’  Brig Gen Robert F. McDer-

mott (USAF, Ret) was the featured 

speaker at the Saturday night ban-

quet. McDermott flew P-38’s in Eu-

rope during WWII, and is a great 

civic leader of the city of San Anto-

nio.  He led USAA for 25 years and 

was selected to the Texas Business 

Hall of Fame in 1987 and the Amer-

ican National Business Hall of Fame 

in 1989.  Fighter pilots are the great-

est people in the world.  They were 

my heroes as a kid growing up in the 

1950’s, and they still are.”  Many 

thanks to Truett for this first-rate 

article and photos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

t gives us great pleasure to welcome these 1 new member to our ranks for the first time (in the order of 

“signing up” since 1 May).  Equally rewarding are the many members, not shown here, who have re-

joined after 1, 2, 3, up to 13 years absence!   Welcome to all!  At press time we have 348 Yearly, plus 637 

LifeTime Members (LTMs)—985 Total!! 
 

Here is the roll call of our new members—with their time in the 80th: 
  SSgt George J. Moll (50 – 52) 

 

riends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change and/or Master E-

mail & Fax List Change (enclosed), give 'em a call, write 'em a letter, or beam an e-mail mes-

sage over to them.  Or better yet, ask them to meet you at the next reunion 19-22 April 2007 in 

Fort Worth!  Great to have you all in formation—and what a super one it is!!  Do you have 

Headhunter friends that aren’t members?  If so, please let me have their addresses, and I’ll send 

a “Please Join Us” letter to them.  How about all of our active duty JUVATS in the 80th 

today?  Cleared to join up, Y’all!   See your SNACKO for Member Information Forms and 

mailing envelopes, or contact me directly—your first year is FREE!!   Thank you! 
 

 
    WWII P-51 Ace, Arval (Robby) Roberson (L) and WWII P-38 Ace Herb Ross autographing 

                        American Fighter Aces Albums.  Juanita Ferguson is to Herb’s left. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

I 

 

F 
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any of you with e-mail have been wondering what happened to Kirby in the past couple of months.  

Well, his small Internet Provider was bought out by Earthlink, and he’s having trouble getting the 

new Earthlink system up and running.  We usually send Kirby e-mails on his birthday, but this year, 

on the 14
th

 of July, many decided to call him instead.  Kirby said his phone was ringing off the hook all day long 

with 40-50 calls!  The JBC in our active Squadron even called and sang “Twin Tailed Lightning” to him!  

Needless to say, Kirby’s 87
th

 birthday was a very happy one, and he thanks everyone for the calls! 

 

 

 
 

amous Headhunter song writer and balladeer, Dick Jonas, along with his wife Mary, and another fa-

mous balladeer, Irv LeVine and his wife, Sally, are tentatively planning to visit our active Squadron at 

Kunsan, Korea, in early to mid October.  They were invited over to take part at the Osan Air Show and 

are looking forward to a quick side trip down to visit and “party down” with the Juvats and the Juvat Boys’ 

Choir (JBC).  Our Squadron’s JBC, Squadron members who audition and write music before being selected, are 

also known around the world in the Air Force Community.  It will definitely be a unique experience, and we’re 

looking forward to getting some great photos for our next newsletter!  Wish we could be there with you all! 

 

 

 

 
 

-mail received 5 May: “Jaybird, Just received the newslet-

ter and am honored to confirm the "source" that told you I 

will take command of the finest fighter squadron in the 

world on 2 Jun.  You are one of the few who understands what an 

honor has been bestowed upon me.  While I am not looking for-

ward to the separation from the family, I am thrilled at the oppor-

tunity to follow in the footsteps of great Americans such as your-

self.  I will forward an electronic copy of the invitation as soon as 

they send me the final.  I intend to stay in close contact with you 

and welcome your contact any and all the time.  My email address (when I arrive) should be: 

Van.Wimmer@Kunsan.AF.Mil.  I will, of course, check in with you upon arrival and forward news of the 

squadron.  Type at you again soon!  Al Wimmer”  [Ed note]  Lt Col V. Al “Jethro” aka “Chops” Wimmer was a 

Flight Commander in the 80
th

 while a captain back in ’94 – ‘95.  We wish him great success in his new and 

most important position. 

 

-mail received 16 May:  “Jay, My dad did receive the issue with Papa’s [Paul Murphey] dedication; I know 

we all appreciated it.  My address is as follows: 2011 Rockwood Dr; Bryan, TX 77807.  I would love to 

receive your newsletter, the headhunters were such a big part of Papa’s life I don’t know if I could ever thank 

you guys enough for all that you have done.  Regards, Rob Murphey”  [Ed note]  Rob is the grandson of Paul 

Murphey.  We have added Rob to our mailing list.  Thanks, Rob. 

 

-mail received 29 May:  “Hi to all my family and friends:  As many of you know I have a disease called 

pulmonary fibrosis which is terminal.  I am under Hospice care now and getting weaker.  It is a real effort 

to handle e-mails, so please do not forward any.  It has been a lot of fun communicating with all of you by e-

mail over the years!  Until we meet again... CHEERS!  Ken [Lloyd]”  [Ed note]  Ken and I have been e-mail 

KIRBY’S BIRTHDAY SURPRISE! 

M 

DICK JONAS TO VISIT THE KUN! 

F 

THE MAIL BAG 

E 

 

E 

E 

mailto:Van.Wimmer@Kunsan.AF.Mil
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buddies for many years, and he has sent in many photos of our Squadron in WWII.  He is one of our 

WWII/LTM’s.  Whenever there was a question that needed a reply, Ken was one of the first to answer.  Thanks, 

and God’s Speed, Ken—you are in our Prayers. 

 

-mail received 5 June:  “Some of you know 

him as Shane, some as "Spam" and some will 

just think of "little Shane??"  Anyway, this is 

Shane getting my Lt Col oak leaves pinned on by 

his general and wife Ann.  I emailed him that I 

thought that was a pretty big smile (mine was pret-

ty big too, when I saw this!)  Anyway, sorry for 

cluttering up your in box - but this is important 

stuff!!!!!!!!!!!  [Signed Chaplain Col Brad Riza] 

Brad”  [Ed note]  Col Riza, one of our members, is 

the father of one of our long-time LTM’s Shane 

“Spam” Riza.  Congratulations to Spam and Ann 

on their promotion, and thanks to Brad for send-

ing in the info and great photo! 

 

 

-mail received 16 June:  “JayBird, Thanks.  I received my updated membership in the mail today.   I’m 

TDY to Iraq for the next 365-days, but before I left Osan Air Base, Lt Col Red Tippet, 80FS/DO and the 

Juvats treated me to an orientation sortie during Hollandia week.  Needless to say this 50-year old fighter pilot 

was impressed, and it was great to crawl back into the [back seat] pit of the [2-seated] D-Model I’d flown during 

my last Korean tour.  And the [photos of all pilots/WSOs in pilot’s lounge in Squadron] photo wall is alive and 

well…a lot of history there, and I appreciate the Squadron’s effort to keep it intact.  Well done and thanks.  Al-

ways a welcome sign out for any Juvat doing a touch ‘n’ go in Baghdad’s International Zone.  My new contact 

data is below.  Stay well.  ‘Route’  Kurt S. Grabey, Col, USAF;  Chief of Aviation; MNF-I Strategic Operations; 

US Embassy, Baghdad  DSN: 318-239-9659; Cell: 914-360-3474; Coml.: 703-343-9659; 

kurt.grabey@iraq.centcom.mil   kgrabey235@aol.com ”  [Ed note]  365-day TDY—hummmm, those TDY’s are 

getting longer every year.  Thanks for the information, Route, and we all wish you a very fast 365 days.  You 

stay well, and keep your head on a swivel—you’re in a target-rich environment. 

 

-mail received 28 June:  “Hello, I was doing some research on my grandfather (Donald L. Elston) and no-

ticed this website.  I am e-mailing you to let you know that he passed away Monday the 26th at about 

10:45pm.  His funeral is Friday the 30th at 9:30 and will be held at the Tahoma National Cemetery.  Thank you,  

Curtis Twiggs”  [Ed note]  Don was one of our Korean LTM’s.  We would like to pass on to his wife, Carolyn, 

and family, our sincere condolences on their loss.  Rest in Peace, Don. 

 

-mail received 4 July:  “Jaybird, Sir, just a note to say hey and tell you about an impromptu Juvat gathering 

at Hill a few weeks ago.  A few of us from Luke went cross country to burn some hours and get some 

“training.”  Along the way, while at Hill on Friday, Fuge Epperson, Dick Jonas and I sang a song or two.  Addi-

tionally there were a couple of folks I can’t quite remember (somewhat large night and all.)  Dick was perform-

ing with Irv Levine, I believe, for another squadron’s reunion.  Kind of funny that we stole the show for a few 

minutes, at their reunion, singing Death Rains Down, My Grandpa’s a Fighter Pilot, and it seems like there was 

another, but it escapes me now.  Hope all is well back at Juvat/Headhunter HQ.  [Signed Maj James Merchant] 

Taz” 

E 

 

E 

E 

E 
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-mail received 7 July:  “Out of curiosity I [Internet search] Googled my father's name and found your web-

site.  I've been looking for a good photo of F-105s in flight for a tattoo to both honor and irritate my fa-

ther.  The picture of the three in front of Mt. Fuji.  It actually brought tears to my eyes, because Art Mearns was 

my Father's best friend.  He was the one who accompanied the body for burial when it finally returned to the 

US.  Just wanted to say thanks for the website!  Regards, Monique    Daughter of Lt Col (Ret) Giles W. Gainer” 

[Ed note]  Here is my reply to Monique: “Hi Monique!  Thanks for the message--great to hear from you!!  I'm 

glad to hear that you found that great photo on our web site and can use it for an outstanding tribute to your 

dad.  All the best to you and yours, JayBird” 

 

-mail received 13 July:  “Hi-  I was doing some online research and discovered your webpages on the 80th 

Fighter-Bomber Squadron.  My father [Lt Col Andrew F. Martin, Jr] was with the 80th at the time of his 

death on Dec. 1, 1954 when it was based at Kadena AFB Okinawa.  I have the letters from Col. C. D. Sluman of 

the 20th Air Force and Colonel William L. Reynolds, Dep. Chief of Staff, Operations of the Twentieth AF.  My 

father was killed while on a training mission from Tainan, Formosa that day, experienced an explosion in 

flight, ejected from his F84G over water, knocked unconscious during the ejection and drowned.  He is buried at 

Arlington Nat. Cem.  I also have letters from Captain Everett B. Bogert of New Braunfels, TX and Capt. Grego-

ry C. Frese who were friends and members of his command.  I was just 6 months old at the time, having been 

born at Maxwell AFB Alabama the previous June, and we were awaiting my inoculations to come to Okina-

wa.  I see on your website a commander at that time as "LC Arthur Martin", ["Lt Col Arthur Martin: 16 Oct 54 - 

5 Dec 54"]  and wonder if this might be a typographical.  He often went by "A. Martin" and "Andy" and by his 

family, "Frank, Jr.".   My father's memorial service was on December 4, 1954 and it appears that Maj Robert E. 

Schellhous took command afterwards.  Also, on the picture of the squadron commander banner (yellow), I see 

"Martin" and some other names with boxes on the names.  Could you tell me the reason for the boxes?  Please 

contact me so I can learn more of your history and work.  I would like to learn of Captains Bogert and Frese and 

any others who served with my father at that time.  I live in Austin, Texas and my phone is 512-417-5745 (mo-

bile) or 512-527-8449 (home).  Thank you.  Respectfully, Gary Duncan Martin; Assistant Travis County Attor-

ney, Civil Division; P.O. Box 1748; Austin, Texas 78767” 

 

ere is our reply: “Hi Gary,  Thanks for the contact and information--great to hear from you!  That sure is a 

typo on our web site--I have corrected it.  The Sq Commanders on our yellow banner ( photo on web 

page:    http://www.mindspring.com/~jaybirdone/headhunters/facts_&_figures.htm  )   that have boxes 

around their names are ones that were killed while they were our commanders.  I do not have Everett B. Bogert 

on our Master Roster; therefore, he may be deceased.  However, I do have an address and phone number for 

Gregory C. Frese.  This information may or may not be current, as he has never joined our Association.  I've 

never heard from him, but his mail isn't returned when I send it to him there.  I'm sure he would enjoy hearing 

from you!  His information follows:  2095 LIONEL DR; MELBOURNE, FL 32940   (407) 255-1871.  Also, I'm 

forwarding this e-mail on to all our Korean-era people that I have addresses for in hopes that someone may have 

some further information for you.  I'll also put it in our next newsletter that comes out about 1 August.  This will 

reach many of your father's Squadron mates that do not have e-mail.  Hopefully, some of them will contact you 

as well.  Good luck in your search!  If you are interested in joining our Association, please let me know.  We 

have a few sons and daughters of our 80th people as members.  If I can be of any further help, please let me 

know.  All the best to you and yours, JayBird”  [Ed note]  If anyone has any information for Mr. Gary Martin 

about his father, please contact him directly at his address above.  Thank you. 

 

 

“Success doesn’t come to you—you go to it.” 

E 

E 

H 
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re you looking for the perfect gifts for yourself or your favorite Headhunter?  Well, now is the time to 

stock up!  Wear/use them proudly—not just at the reunions, but wherever you go!  It’s a great way to 

find other HEADHUNTERS, too!  Unless purchased at a reunion, a small fee of $4 for single items or $6 for 

two or more items should be added for postage to all orders (unless otherwise noted)—I’ll take care of the 

“handling!” 

 

Curious to see what these items look like?  Check them out on our Web Site STORE Page! 
  

Blazer Emblem (men’s or ladies) $35  Golf Shirt (specify size)  $30 

  Squadron Unique Silk Tie  $39  T Shirt (specify size)  $17 

  Ladies Floppy Bow (matches tie)    $20  Squadron F-16 Litho Print   $10 

  Sq “Nickel” Coin or Keychain  $  5  White & Green Trim Hat $12 

  *Personalized Sq coffee mug  $22  All White Hat   $12 

*Personalized  Sq beer stein  $25  Black Hat   $12 

  *Mug & Stein set as above  $45  Korean-era Sq Patch  $  5 

  Headhunter Tattoos (fun!) 2 for a  $  1  Vietnam-era Sq Patch  $  5 

  **Personalized etched Sq beer mug $25  WWII/Current Sq Patch  $  5 

    Lapel Pin/Tie Tack  $  3 
 

 

<<< CD of Headhunter Songs by the JBC…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

<<< 80th Squadron History DVD & CD set….$20 (postage included)>>> 

<<< Passing the Flame CD…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

 
 

* Please include name and/or callsign desired on your mug/stein (up to 20 letters), aircraft desired, and 

right/left handed with your order.  Unless otherwise stated, the current Squadron logo & your first name in 

Old English will be on the front (handle left for right-handed drinker), and an F-16 will be on the back. 
 

** Large 25oz mug is beautiful etched glass.  Please indicate Squadron logo or our Association logo desired, 

choice of P-39, P-38, P-51, F-80, F-86, F-84, F-100, F-105, F-4, or F-16, and include name and/or callsign in 

“HEADHUNTER” or standard bold font, and right/left handed, with your order. Personal markings (tail num-

ber/markings, aerial victories, etc.) available.  Other aircraft may be available.  Please call for quote. 
 

Please send check to “The Headhunters”; 905 Arapaho Ct; Columbus, GA 31904-1242.  Please don’t forget 

postage of $4 for single items or $6 for two or more items should be added on all orders (accept patches, 

coins, tattoos, & lapel pin—please send $1 postage.) 
 

Fighter pilot songs (Rated PG) on professional CDs and/or tapes are available at $20 each from World-

renowned military songwriter and balladeer, and fellow HEADHUNTER, Dick Jonas.  Contact him at: Erosonic; 

PO Box 1226; Chino Valley, AZ 86323-1226, or his web site at http://www.erosonic.com 

 

“I can’t imagine a person becoming a success who doesn’t give this game of life everything he’s got.” 
-- Walter Cronkite 

HEADHUNTER STORE! 

A 
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his is the time of year that all of our Yearly Members renew their dues for the Membership Year of 1 July 

through 30 June.  If you’re a Yearly Member and you are receiving this newsletter, then your dues have 

been renewed.  So, you ask, is this really news?  No, not really, but there’s a good chance that many of 

you had your dues renewed by your wives!  As is the case every year, many wives send in the dues for their 

spouses that are off on extended TDY’s or otherwise preoccupied in their extremely busy professions.  And, as 

is the case each year, I would like to take this opportunity to officially thank each and every one of the wives 

who do this for their Headhunter husbands!  If it were not for you, we would have hundreds of members less 

than we do today!  Thank you very much!    
 

lso, if you may remember from the last newsletter, we offered a CD with all 62 newsletters for sale.  A cou-

ple of days after I did that, I “upgraded” my Microsoft Word 2000 word processing program to Word 2003.  

The reason was to make formatting for our printer compatible for a much better quality newsletter.  Unfortu-

nately, for some reason known only to the Microsoft computer gods, more than half of the clipart and pictures in 

all 62 newsletters never carried forward into the new versions….  A Tech Rep at Microsoft—I think some guy 

in India or Zimbabwe—told me that my clipart and picture files must be corrupted….   I started going back 

through each newsletter and reinserting each of the missing clips and/or pictures, but it became too time con-

suming, and many of the photos were not available anymore.  Therefore, reluctantly, I have suspended the offer 

for a CD with all the newsletters.  I had only received one order for it anyway, so not many of you will be disap-

pointed!! 

 

 

 

-mail received 3 May: “Hi Jay, I'm sorry to inform you that I cannot assist you in this pro-

ject [Using individuals from each of our Squadron eras as Membership Chairmen for that 

era].  I have just returned home from a serious bout of pneumonia.  Long time in the hospi-

tal and now a long time of recoup.  Keep up the good work.  Wally "Kit" Carson,  C.O. at Yokota, 

1965”  [Ed note]  We all wish Kit the best of luck and a fast recuperation back to full ‘OR’ status! 

 

 

 
 

 

-mail received 15 July:  “Jaybird!  We are now a three ship since Robyn gave birth to our 

daughter Catherine Blair Hickey on July 8th.  Both Cate and Robyn are Code 1.  [signed 

Steve Hickey] ‘Stickey’”    Congratulations to Steve & Robyn on their new “Wingperson!!” 

head headhunter corner 

 

T 

A 

 HURTIN’ HEADHUNTERS 

E 
 

THE STORK CORNER! 

E 
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ast, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all                                        

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS, who we know of, that have made their last takeoff in 

this lifetime since our last newsletter. 
 

  Headhunter    Time in 80th   Last Takeoff 

  Maj Gen William D. Greenfield WWII/LTM   19 May 2005 

  Col Donald D. Brown  Korea/LTM   22 May 2006 

  Lt Col Ian R. Little   Korea/LTM        c2004 

  Kenneth B. Lloyd   WWII/LTM   19 Jun 2006 

  Lt Donald L. Elston   Korea/LTM   26 Jun 2006 

  Maj Jack D. Watts   Korea/LTM   14 Jul  2006 
 

 ote received 4 May: “Dear Sir:  General William D. Greenfield passed away on May 19, 2005.  At one time, he 

was commander of the 50
th
 Fighter Group during the invasion of Normandy.  Before that, he fought the Japanese 

in New Guinea.  The last fighter plane he flew when he retired in 1970 was the F-106.  Please remove his name from your 

list.  Thank you—Mrs. Greenfield   He was quite a guy!”  [Ed note] We have passed on our sincere condolences to Mrs. 

Greenfield and her family at 2664 Spring Grove Ter; Colorado Springs, CO 80906, and in keeping with her wishes, we 

have removed them from our Roster.  Rest in Peace, Sir.  

 
-mail received 7 June: “I am the widow of Lt Col Ian R Little to whom you have been kind enough to send your 

newsletter, Headhunter.  Unfortunately my husband died a couple of years ago and I thought I wrote to you or 

someone else informing them of that fact.  I appreciate reading the news and especially seeing a Capt Jay T Robbins who 

was our commander when my husband was an F-100 pilot in the 20th TFW and later commander of 12th AF.  But I want 

you to send [save] a little money and discontinue the newsletter.  Save a little time and effort.  Thank you again for all the 

news.  Sincerely, Lauretta Little; 3001 Macao Ct; Plano, TX” [Ed note] We have passed on our sincere condolences to 

Mrs. Little and her family, and in keeping with her wishes, we have removed her from our Roster. 

 

-mail received 19 June: “To all family and friends of Ken Lloyd:  The good Lord took our father on June 19, 

2006 at 8:30 AM.  He was diagnosed with pulmonary fibrosis and passed without pain in Hospice care while at 

home.  He was a distinguished P-38 pilot during WWII and a wonderful father and role-model for all of his children, 

grand-children and great-grand children.  We are not sure when services will take place but I will endeavor to send you 

notice when I know.  Thank you all for keeping him in your prayers.  Sincerely, Michael Lloyd”  [Ed note] We have 

passed on our sincere condolences to Mrs. Lloyd and her family.  Rest in Peace, Ken, you’ve earned it. 

 

n behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to these families our deepest sympathies 

and sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these individuals made to the Squadron and 

our Country.  May they rest in Peace and forever Soar with the Eagles. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*************************** 

HEADHUNTERS AT REST 
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May God bless and keep them in His Flight forever. 
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The next regular issue of the HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 November 2006. 
The Headhunter Headlines is the official newsletter of the 80

th
 Fighter Squadron Headhunters Association, Inc., 

a non-profit, tax exempt, War Veterans’ Organization. 

 Copyright 2006, all rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fort Worth here we come – 19-22 April!  
(Please block on your calendars!!) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Col Jay E. "JayBird" Riedel, USAF (Ret)  
The “Head Headhunter” 

 
 

80th Fighter Squadron 

“HEADHUNTERS" 
      905 Arapaho Ct 

Columbus, GA 31904 

 

      RETURN SERVICE 

                REQUESTED 
 

               FIRST CLASS 

    

Labor Day  –  4 September       Patriots Day  –  11 September Columbus Day  –  9 October Halloween  –  31 October 

 

  

 

 


