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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 
 

 Bonnie & I would like to dedicate this copy of the Headhunter Headlines to our good friend 
Paul C. Murphey, Jr. 

 

 

aul Chesley Murphey, Jr, born 11 November 1920, passed away on 16 January.  He was 

one of our WWII P-38 Aces with 6 confirmed aerial victories; however, Paul always said 

he had 8 and probably 

10.  Both he and his best 

friend and fel- low Ace with 5 

kills, Lou Schriber, sur-

vived the war and were both 

LifeTime Member’s of 

our Association and reunion 

regulars for the past 30 years.  

Lou passed away in Dec. 

2003.  Paul was a native of Me-

ridian, TX, and lived on his 

Circle M Ranch with his 

wife, Sue, until she passed 

away in Octo- ber 2004. 

 

Paul’s funeral was held at 

1130 on 19 Janu- ary in Waco, TX.  

Our Squadron  Association was 

represented by Kirby and his 

son, Joel, along with Korean-era 

LTM Jerry & Marty Minton, 

Tex & Rita Ritter (LTM from ’76), Chaplain Col Brad Riza (father of LTM Shane & Ann Riza) 

& JayBird.   Paul was 85. 

 

The photo below was sent in to us on 31 March 2002 by Paul.  (L-R) Jennings L. Myers, Paul 

Murphey, & Lou Schriber 

  

  

WWII HEADHUNTER ACE PASSES INTO HISTORY   

 

 

P 

This superb photo of Paul was taken on 10 Feb 1992 when he got a ride 

in a restored WWII B-26 bomber.  This is the photo that Tex Ritter 

brought to the last two reunions while Paul was too weak to participate in 

person—two of only 3 reunions Paul ever missed — but he was there 

with us in spirit! 
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Paul wrote, “This photo was 

taken at 3-Mile Strip in Late 

1943 after a Wewak mission.  

Myers was credited with 2 

victories on this mission; 

Murphey with 1.  Lou came 

down from camp to greet our 

return.”  1Lt Myers was lost 

22 December 1943 shortly after 

claiming his fifth and last vic-

tory making him an Ace.  Paul 

got his 5th vic- tory almost a year 

to the day later on 21 Dec 1944, 

while Lou scored his 5th kill 

9 days later on 30 Dec. 

 

“With names like Homer, Norb Ruff, and Murphey; Cragg and Robbins—and Kirby, too, 

They swept the sky clean of the Jap menace, and came back victors when they flew.” 
--Lyrics from “Twin Tailed Lightning” by Robbie Robbins 1982 

 

Paul’s obituary and Guest Book can be seen at 

http://www.legacy.com/WacoTrib/Obituaries.asp?Page=SearchResults 

Type in MURPHEY for last name or select 17 Jan on calendar 

Rest in Peace, Paul, and may you forever Soar with the Eagles. 
 
 

 

ur next reunion, in the Spring of 2007, was either to be in the Charleston, SC; Langley AFB-

Williamsburg, VA; Ft Worth, TX; or Jackson Hole, WY area.  The follow-on reunion for the 

Fall of 2008 was either to be in Salt Lake City, UT or Colorado Springs, CO.  The decision was 

made in the business meeting at the last reunion in October to have a vote of all members by 20 

November.  Voting was solicited by 700 e-mails plus 950 ballots sent out with the last newsletter.  A to-

tal of 140 votes were cast for the next reunion, and 119 were cast for the follow-on.  Here are the results: 
 

  Spring of 2007 

    Charleston, SC……………………………..32 

    Langley AFB-Williamsburg, VA…………..36 

    Ft Worth, TX……………………………....43 

    Jackson Hole, WY………………………....29 
 

Follow-on reunion in the Fall of 2008: 

    Salt Lake City, UT…………………………36 

    Colorado Springs, CO…………………….83 
 

herefore, our next reunion promises to be another great one in Fort Worth, TX, and the follow-on 

will be “unmissable” in Colorado Springs!!  Exact dates and hotel are now being worked by Pat!  

Stay tuned for details as they develop.  Thanks to all who voted! 

 

 

  IMPORTANT DECISION FOR NEXT REUNION!  

O 

T 
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y June 1964, the closure of Itazuke AB was complete and all base assets transferred to 

Yokota AB, including new F-105D and F-105F Thunderchiefs of the 8th Tactical Fighter 

Wing (TFW) and its 35th, 36th, and 80th Tacti-

cal Fighter Squadrons (TFS).  The wing had started 

converting to the mighty THUD in mid-1963 while 

still at Itazuke AB, and it participated in exercises over 

Korea throughout the move to Yokota.  

The 8th TFW traces its history back to Ashiya Airfield, 

Japan, where it was activated on 18 August 1948, and 

before that to the 8th Fighter Group, activated at Lang-

ley Field, Virginia, 01 April 1931.  From its activation 

at Ashiya until just before the outbreak of the Korean 

Conflict, the Itazuke-based wing participated in the air 

defense of Japan, but was redesignated as the 8th 

Fighter Bomber Wing (FBW) on 20 January 1950, fly-

ing F-80s and F-51s.  On 26 June 1950, one day after 

North Korean forces invaded South Korea, the wing 

flew air cover for the evacuation of Americans from 

the Korean peninsula, becoming the first wing to fly 

combat missions in the conflict.  On the following day, 1Lt Robert H. Dewald of the 8th's 35th 

Fighter Squadron shot down an enemy aircraft with his F-80.  Dewald had achieved the first en-

emy aircraft kill of the Korean Conflict, as well as the first confirmed USAF kill by a jet aircraft.  

On 01 December 1950, as U.S. forces pressed northward attacking the North Koreans, the wing 

moved to Pyongyang, North Korea.  Only days later, on 09 December 1950 the 8th FBW moved 

to Seoul, South Korea, then on to Itazuke AB, Japan.  Throughout the Korean Conflict, the wing 

primarily conducted air-to-ground operations, providing close air support for United Nations 

ground forces, and striking enemy resources such as supply centers and transport assets.  For its 

Korean efforts, the 8th FBW earned two Republic of Korea Presidential Unit Citations and 10 

campaign streamers.  At post-Korea Itazuke, the 8th FBW finished converting from F-86 

Sabrejets to North American F-100 Super Sabres in early 1957 and became a Tactical Fighter 

Wing (TFW) on 01 July 1958.  

In May 1963, the 8th TFW started conversion to the new Republic F-105 Thunderchief, and by 

June 1964 had moved all wing ops to Yokota AB.  Like the Thunderchiefs of the 36th and 49th 

TFWs in Europe, the as-designed mission of the 8th Thunderchiefs was nuclear retaliation 

against the Cold War Soviet Block.  Since all nuclear weapons were banned by the constitution 

of post-World War II Japan, the wing's Thunderchiefs periodically rotated to Osan AB, Korea, to 

perform the same "Victor Alert" duty pulled by the European wings (a 15-minute scramble into 

World War III -- the 18th TFW at Kadena AB, Okinawa also performed F-105 nuclear alert duty 

at its home base).  On 10 July 1964, the 8th TFW began a relocation to George AFB, California, 

without personnel or resources.  At Yokota, the 34th, 35th, and 80th TFS and their THUDs were 

reassigned to the 41st Air Division. 

 

THUNDER OVER VIETNAM!  In response to the Tonkin Gulf incident on 04 August 1964, 

HQ PACAF [Headquarters Pacific Air Forces] on 08 August ordered deployment of 18 of the 

former 8th TFW F-105s from Yokota to Korat RTAFB [Royal Thai Air Force Base] in Thailand, 

via Clark AB, Philippines.  Departing Yokota the next morning, they refueled over Kadena AB 

from a KB-50J -- probe and drogue -- and flew through Typhoon Ida enroute to Korat.  Their first 

 The Thunderchief Comes To Yokota!  

B 

http://members.aol.com/thudeur2/spang.htm
http://members.aol.com/thudeur2/spang.htm
http://www.maxwell.af.mil/au/afhra/wwwroot/rso/wings_groups_pages/0018wg.php


 4 

combat action took place on 12 August 1964, when 8th TFW F-105Ds, while flying support to 

search and rescue missions over Laos, attacked enemy antiaircraft 

gun sites in the Plaine des Jarres.  36th TFS F-105D-31RE 62-

4371 was hit by ground fire, with the pilot ejecting and recover-

ing safely.  When the 36th TFS returned to Yokota in December 

1964, it participated in a huge ceremony: on 07 December the 

Japanese Government presented retiring USAF Chief of Staff 

General Curtis E. LeMay with Japan's "First Order of the Grand 

Cordon of the Rising Sun."  In the flyover that followed the cer-

emony, 8th TFW Thunderchiefs formed the letters "C E L" in 

the General's honor.  During 1965, the 8th TFW's 36th TFS 

twice again deployed to Thailand's Takhli RTAFB.  During the 

first deployment, the 36th flew mostly interdiction and armed 

recce missions.  Numerous Thunderchiefs received battle dam-

age, but none were lost.  During the second deployment, flying 

the same types of missions, four pilots were lost and listed as MIA.  After returning to Yokota 

AB, in May 1966 the remaining F-105s and nearly all of the men of the 8th TFW were reassigned 

to the 6441st TFW at Yokota, leaving only one airman and a commanding officer at Yokota.  All 

other 8th TFW supplies and equipment were reassigned to other USAF units at Yokota AB.  

The years of the 8th TFW Thunderchiefs at Itazuke and Yokota had ended, but the Wing would 

again return to South East Asia.  In early December 1965, the 8th TFW and its F4Cs moved from 

George AFB to Ubon Airfield, Thailand, where it would remain until 1974.  From Ubon the wing 

conducted combat operations over both North and South Vietnam, including bombardment, 

ground support, air defense, interdiction, and armed reconnaissance missions.  Beginning in 

1967, the 8th TFW flew mainly air-to-air missions with its F4Cs against NVAF [North Vietnam-

ese Air Force] MiGs over North Vietnam.  In 1967's "Operation Bolo," the 8th TFW, with their 

air-to-air F-4C’s,  imitated bomb-laden F-105s on NVAF radars and downed seven MiG-21s in 

the trap in one day, with two more destroyed 2 days later.  The aggressiveness and teamwork of 

the wing's pilots in destroying NVAF aircraft earned the 8th the distinction of having the highest 

number of aerial kills of any wing in the Vietnam War (38½) and prompted then-wing com-

mander Col Robin Olds to nickname them "The Wolf Pack."  This nickname remains and has 

become synonymous with the 8th Wing to this day.  

 

Back at Yokota:  The 6441st Tactical Fighter Wing was formed at Yokota in April 1965 to op-

erate the Thunderchiefs left there by the California-bound 8th TFW, and operated there until 

November 1966.  The 65th Military Airlift Group transferred to 

Yokota from Tachikawa AB in August 1967 due to increased C-

141 operations supporting the Vietnam conflict -- loaded C-141s 

could not land on Tachi's short runways.  

The 41st Air Division, 6441st TFW, and 441st Combat Support 

Group at Yokota were inactivated in January 1968 and replaced 

by the new 347th TFW and 347th Combat Support Group (CSG) 

respectively.  Kunsan AB, Korea, was a Forward Operating Loca-

tion (FOL) for the 347th at this time.  On 18 Dec 1967, the first F-

4C aircraft from the 347th TFW had arrived at Kunsan from Yo-

kota.  On 09 Jan 1968, the 347th units returned to Yokota, leav-

ing certain maintenance and support personnel in Korea to work future deployments.  Though 

stationed at Yokota AB, Japan, the 347th's 35th, 36th and the 80th TFS supported tactical air op-

Thud’s view of 30” diameter steel drogue 

basket trailing behind a KB-50 tanker on 

the end of a flexible fuel hose.  All you had 

to do was fly up and stab it, while it’s 

flapping in the breeze, with the Thud’s 

probe—without having the basket whip 

over and smash your canopy. 
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erations and air sector defense in Korea starting from 1968 on a rotation basis.  Detachment 1 of 

the 347th TFW operated out of Osan AB, Korea, with some aircraft of the Det located at Kunsan 

AB, Korea.  

The 347th completed its conversion to the Phantom in two months at Yokota, then deployed to 

Thailand for combat operations March 1968 - December 1968.  It then returned to Yokota with 

its Phantoms (as well as operating the remainder of the RB-57 and C-130B reconnaissance types 

of the 556th Recon Squadron) until May 1971, when the wing returned to the US.   After 1971, 

many Yokota units were reassigned and transferred.  On 15 February 1971, the 35th, 36th, and 

80th TFS permanently moved from Yokota to Kunsan AB, Korea, and were temporarily assigned 

to Detachment 1, 475th Tactical Fighter Wing.  The reduction in flying activities at Yokota re-

sulted in the base being administered by the new 475th Air Base Wing (ABW) in November 

1971, flying UH-1N Hueys and CT-39As to support HQ 5th Air Force.   [Ed note] This infor-

mation came from the web site http://members.aol.com/afskiers/yokota.htm 

which was sent in by one of our Vietnam LTM’s Steve Christensen; 80th TFS; Itazuke 1961-

1963.  Thanks, Chris! 

 

 

 

 

id you know that only four (4) United States Air Force personnel were awarded the 

Medal of Honor during the Korean War?  Our own Maj Charles Loring of the 80
th

 Fight-

er-Bomber Squadron was one of the three majors and one captain, all pilots, to receive 

our Country’s highest decoration during that conflict.  All four medals were awarded posthu-

mously. 

 

 
 

t gives us great pleasure to welcome these 6 new members to our ranks for the first time (in 

the order of “signing up” since 1 November).  Equally rewarding are the many members, 

not shown here, who have rejoined after 1, 2, 3, up to 13 years absence!   Welcome to all!  

At press time we have 343 Yearly, plus 622 LifeTime Members (LTMs)—965 Total!! 
 

Here is the roll call of our new members—with their time in the 80th: 
 Kenneth T. Foust (BTW)  John Soto (Juvats) 

 Lawrence E. Hartle   S/Sgt Donald C. Harding (52 – 53) 

 Maj Vincent P. Bakies (1954)  Capt Gary L. Barker (04 – 05) 

 

riends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change 

and/or Master E-mail & Fax List Change (enclosed), give 'em a call, write 'em a 

letter, or beam an e-mail message over to them.  Or better yet, ask them to meet you 

at the next reunion in the Spring of 2007 in Fort Worth!  Great to have you all in 

formation—and what a super one it is!!  Do you have Headhunter friends that 

aren’t members?  If so, please let me have their addresses, and I’ll send a “Please Join Us” letter 

to them.  How about all of our active duty JUVATS in the 80th today?  Cleared to 

join up, Y’all!   See your SNACKO for Member Information Forms and mailing envelopes, 

or contact me directly—your first year is FREE!!   Thank you! 

DID YOU KNOW? 

D 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

I 

 

F 
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-mail received 10 November: “I received a copy of 

your message to JayBird in which you asked about 

surviving WWII pilots, so I'm making my own re-

sponse.  I am one of the names on the list JayBird sent to 

you.  I believe that you may be the pilot who had to ditch 

off of the coast of  Mindoro when you were leading us out 

on some kind of mission from the "Pilapeens."  I was one 

of the other pilots on that flight with you,  and we all cir-

cled while watching you do a masterful water-belly land-

ing.  I watched you slip out in your Mae West.  Then, from the shoreline, a long dugout canoe 

with about 6 natives paddling like hell, headed out to help you. They pulled you into  their  canoe 

and headed back to shore.  We wondered if you were invited to dinner or whether you were going 

to BE dinner.  We heard nothing further about you for a few days. And then, I think about 3 days 

later, I saw you walking back into camp.  I never heard any details about your experience with the 

natives but, obviously. they took good care of you.  Are you THAT Sheehan? [Signed] Charlie 

Taylor”  [Ed note]  Fellow Headhunter Howard “Pete” Sheehan sent an e-mail looking for all 

WWII pilots who flew missions over Rabaul.  It was sent on to all our WWII people with e-mail, 

but many of you do not have e-mail.  Therefore, if you flew those missions, please contact Pete at 

(415) 441-7474.  Thanks.  
 

-mail received 9 December:  “Hey Jaybird, Just wanted to let you know that Gordie Willett 

came over [Hawaii] and looked me up.  We had a great four hour reunion, sharing stories 

and lies!  It was great to get together.  And we both decided to make it to the reunion in Fort 

Worth.  Best wishes to you and yours for a great Holiday Season and a happy new year!  Glenn 

[Hope]”  [Ed note] Glenn Hope & Gordon Willett are both WWII LTM’s.  Glenn lives in Hawaii, 

and Gordon lives in Washington state! 

 

-mail received 9 December:  “I was given some old family 

photos recently and found this one of my uncle.  I know he 

was stationed in New Guinea.  I think he was a mechanic or 

crew chief.  I don't know the  years he was with the 

Headhunters.  His name was Lou Peyser.  If anyone has any in-

formation about his time with the Headhunters the family would 

like to know.  Thanks, Rich Peyser  Cell: 914.954.2825  Inter-

net:   rapeyser@us.ibm.com  ”  [Ed note] If anyone has any in-

formation and/or knew Lou Peyser from our Squadron in WWII, 

please contact his nephew, Rich Peyser at (914) 954-2825.  

Thanks.  A photo of Lou Peyser was attached to the e-mail and 

is shown here at right. 

 

-mail received 9 December:  “Hi, My father passed away 

years ago and I believe he was a member of the 

headhunters.  Among his things I found an old envelope from 

the headhunters to him.  Do you have any info?  I also have an old cloth patch and some photos.  

Some pics are of "Betty Bombers" taking off.  He was not a pilot.  His name is Theorore J. 

Obara.  Thanks, Bob Robert J. Obara    Phone:  401-832-3154    Email:  

 ObaraRJ@npt.nuwc.navy.mil ”  

THE MAIL BAG 

E 

 

E 

E 
E 

 
E 
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-mail received 9 December:  “Jaybird, I'll drop a check in the mail today [for a Headhunter 

Songs CD]!  And yes, I'll also drop one in for membership dues.  I was the initial Electric Jet 

[F-16] Juvat Intel puke, but bagged a lot of rides in the B model, back in '82.  Robbie Robbins, 

son of Cock [Lt Gen Jay T. Robbins], was in my squadron, and he really brought back a lot of the 

great traditions.  Thanks for the invite, will be an honor to be a part of the Headhunters 

Association...Check-six, Pepe [John Soto]” [Ed note] John joined our Association on 13 Dec.  

Welcome to our Group, Pepe! 

 

-mail received 2 January:  “Gents - Happy New Year.  Sorry I'm late responding, just re-

turned from a couple months in Iraq.  That's also why I missed the reunion!  It's good to be 

home.  Ft Worth in the Spring of  '07 sounds great to me.  We can DEFINITELY have a "rally" at 

our Squadron here at the Joint Reserve Base (JRB).  Besides me, there are a couple more Juvats 

in the Squadron.  We (457FS, Fightin' Spads) have a newly renovated building that includes a 

pretty nice bar.  Let me know what I can do to help the reunion "war effort" in Ft Worth.  W.I.G.? 

[signed Lt Col Hubie C Hegtvedt] NATO [Ed note] Thanks, NATO—Tex’s drinks were great, 

too! 

 

-mail received 12 January:  “Greetings Jay: Figured I'd 

send along the following photo of "Uncle Gordon".  He 

was featured on the front page of a Washington (State) newspa-

per on Veterans' Day 2005, where he was speaking to some grade 

school children about his experiences.  He was in the first group 

over to New Guinea.  He just sent his A2 [original leather flying 

jacket] (in the picture) to me to "keep in the family".  Gotta love 

the patch.  We also have an original 1943 newspaper article about 

him and his recent return from the pacific theater.  He was re-

questing to go over to the European theater, and also mentioned 

his "buddy" Ed Cragg.  Meanwhile, his younger brother (my Dad) 

was still stateside learning to fly CG-4A gliders.  Regards, Tom 

Willett; Dover, NH”  [Ed note] Gordon Willett is one of our 

WWII LTM’s. 

 

-mail received 14 January:  “JayBird, Yep, Goat here.  Yes, I absolutely do need to get back on 

the 80 FS horse.  I look at the Juvat website quite a bit to keep up to date.  I just got to Nellis from 

Germany.  I am doing operational testing in the F-22 here at Nellis....so that means my Juvat days are 

behind me UNFORTUNATELY.  I tried to get out of Germany to go help with the CD a couple of years 

ago.  I was so excited that my Song "Yankee Air Pirate in me" made the cut!  Pass Dick Jonas my e-mail 

if he was trying to get in touch.  I will get a check out the door tomorrow!!!  Can't wait to hear the prod-

uct!!  Here's my work account as well. Matt.allen@nellis.af.mil   GOAT [signed Capt Matt Allen]  [Ed 

note]  Here is another e-mail from Matt Allen as we sent messages back and forth that day: 

 

“Actually we've got a good start for the Juvats in the [F-22] Raptor.  Brad "Brusier" Spears (01-02'), and 

Chris "Skosh" Batterton (01-02') are at Langley.  I'm the only one flying Raptor for [Operational Testing] 

OT.  Alex "GRYNCH" Grynkewich (02-03') was one of the initial cadre in the F-22 when I got to 

Nellis...he was old JBC lead / 80th Patch wearer back in 2002.  He's since moved on to school (yuck!).  

I've taken over as "Mayor" in the squadron so the guitar has started to poke its way out as I start trying to 

make the 422 more like a fighter squadron.  I will absolutely rejoin now that I'm settled out here.    60K at 

1.6 mach at 88% MIL power is pretty awesome...  The Raptor is pretty amazing.  BUT, I would give it up 

just to go fly a P-51.  I was born way too late....there is something to be said about flying by the seat of 

your pants.  This jet is way too smart to get me to a merge.  If I merge, I've messed up.  GOAT” 

E 

E 

E 

 

E 
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-mail received 17 January:  “Please pass my condolences to any of Murphey's family who 

are present for his funeral and wake.  Regrettably, Sharon and I will be unable to make to 

Waco for the services.  While I never had the privilege of shaking his hand, Murphey was a leg-

end among my generation of Juvats.  As a JBCer, his name was often mentioned with well 

earned honor and praise in the course of our performances.  While an LTM, I have been quite 

remiss in attending reunions.  Location and timing have always worked against my opportunity to 

meet face to face the legends of our heraldry.  My loss!  Please pass AUDENTES FORTUNA 

JUVAT to my fellow warriors as I again miss a gathering of heroes.  Slam  Homer Smith, Col 

(Ret) Kunsan 1985-1986  Juvat for Life” 

 

-mail received 18 January:  “Jaybird--We’re losing The Greatest Generation at a heinous 

rate.  Neat thing is that despite all the hardship, they’ve lived long, meaningful lives.  The 

77th FS at Shaw (my old squadron) still keeps in touch with 8 of our WWII heroes.  We’re about 

to lose one to lung cancer, but he survived getting shot down over the North Sea in a P-51, left 

adrift for 5 days in some very cold water, picked up by a German U-Boat and kept in prison for 

the rest of the war.  Went on to complete a 30-year career.  “Twin-tailed Lightning” would be 

fitting at Paul Murphey’s wake; wish I could be there. . .What is Good?  [signed Lt Col Dave 

Stilwell] AD” 

 

-mail received 21 January:  “Jay-Bird / Tex, The squadron was truly saddened by the news.  

Everyone here knows the Juvats would not be the squadron we are today without heroes like 

Murphey paving the way for us.  When we sing the second verse to "Twin-tailed Lightning," 

we'll shout Murph's name a little louder.  All the best & check six, JR Langford 

Juvat Lead” 

 

 

 

 

 

re you looking for the perfect gifts for yourself or your favorite Headhunter?  Well, now is 

the time to stock up!  Wear/use them proudly—not just at the reunions, but wherever you 

go!  It’s a great way to find other HEADHUNTERS, too!  Unless purchased at a reunion, a 

small fee of $4 should be added for postage to all orders (unless otherwise noted)—I’ll take care 

of the “handling!” 

 

Curious to see what these items look like?  Check them out on our Web Site STORE Page! 
  

Blazer Emblem (men’s or ladies) $35  Golf Shirt (specify size)  $30 

 Squadron Unique Silk Tie  $39  T Shirt (specify size)  $17 

 Ladies Floppy Bow (matches tie)    $20  Squadron F-16 Litho Print   $10 

 Sq “Nickel” Coin or Keychain  $  5  White & Green Trim Hat $12 

 *Personalized Sq coffee mug  $20  All White Hat   $12 

 *Personalized  Sq beer stein  $23  Black Hat   $12 

 *Mug & Stein set as above  $40  Korean-era Sq Patch  $  5 

 Squadron Logo Golf Balls (sleeve of 3) $10  Vietnam-era Sq Patch  $  5 

 **Personalized etched Sq beer mug $25  WWII/Current Sq Patch  $  5 

Headhunter Tattoos (fun!) 2 for a  $  1  Lapel Pin/Tie Tack  $  3 

 

E 

E 

E 

HEADHUNTER STORE! 

A 
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<<< CD of Headhunter Songs by the JBC…..$20 postage included  >>> 

<<< 80th Squadron History DVD & CD set…..$20 postage included  >>> 

<<< Passing the Flame CD…..$20 postage included  >>> 

 

Note:  Bad news: as you can see, prices for all CD’s have gone up—we apologize, but it’s the 

first increase in price from Dick’s Erosonic in 8 years.  Good news: shipping and handling has 

been included free! 

 

* Please include name and/or callsign desired on your mug/stein (up to 20 letters), and 

right/left handed with your order.  Unless otherwise stated, the Squadron logo & your first 

name in Old English will be on the front (handle left for right-handed drinker), and an F-16 will 

be on the back. 
 

** Large 25oz mug is beautiful etched glass.  Please indicate Squadron logo or our Association 

logo desired, choice of P-39, P-38, P-51, F-80, F-86, F-84, F-100, F-105, F-4, or F-16, and in-

clude name and/or callsign in “HEADHUNTER” or standard bold font, and right/left handed, 

with your order. Personal markings (tail number/markings, aerial victories, etc.) available.  

Other aircraft may be available.  Please call for quote. 
 

Please send check to “The Headhunters”; 905 Arapaho Ct; Columbus, GA 31904-1242.  

Please don’t forget $4 postage on all orders (accept patches, coins, tattoos, & lapel pin—please 

send $1 postage.) 
 

Fighter pilot songs (Rated PG) on professional CDs and/or tapes are available at $20 each from 

World-renowned military songwriter and balladeer, and fellow HEADHUNTER, Dick Jonas.  Con-

tact him at: Erosonic; PO Box 1226; Chino Valley, AZ 86323-1226, or his web site at 

http://www.erosonic.com 

 

 
 

 


 

If you would like to make a tax deductible contribution to one of your favorite organizations, our own 

80
th

 Fighter Squadron Headhunters Association qualifies!  Thank you to the following Members for 

their very generous contributions! 

 

 

FROM     IN MEMORY OF           AMOUNT 

Mr. Fowler W. “Big Dog” Cary, Jr. “For the Headhunters”     $250 

Col Philip M. Loveless, Jr.  Contribution      $100 
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s you all know, postage went up again last month.  Although a first class letter “only” 

went up 2-cents, the postage increase added approximately $240 per year to our overall 

postage cost.  This is one of many increases by the USPS over the past 16 years that 

we’ve been sending out newsletters (notice the Volume Number XVI in the heading of this news-

letter!)  That’s the bad news.  The good news is, that with all the recent contributions and dona-

tions from our members & friends, as well as sales of our CD’s, we are once again able to absorb 

the higher costs without raising dues.  Running the numbers out 12 years into the future, we are 

still in great shape for a few more years!  Thanks! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

orb Ruff, one of our WWII LTM’s, reunion regular and one of our 

Association founders, had a hip ball & socket replacement surgery 

on 15 December.  It was a complete success, and he was up and 

walking on it only 2 hours after the operation!  As of 14 January he has been 

cleared solo for driving the car again, and his landing gear strut is as good as 

new!  Amazing technology! 

 

e found out in early January that Pattie Kim Steadman, wife of LTM 

Mike Steadman, is fighting breast cancer.  Here is an e-mail re-

ceived from Mike on 3 January: “UPDATE: Just wanted to let you know Pat-

tie had her breast cancer surgery (lumpectomy) yesterday evening (diagnosed 

almost 3 weeks ago), and so far it appears to be going very well.  Nothing was noted to have mi-

grated beyond the original tumor, although the results of the pathology of the 3 lymph nodes also 

removed will be the final determinant.  Her follow-up appointment on 9 Jan determined that 

chemotherapy is not necessary, just the expected radiation treatment.  Thanks to all for the huge 

outpouring of prayers and sentiments ... they've no doubt had a great deal to do with the positive 

outcome to date.  But please keep them coming!  Mike”  [Ed note] We wish Pattie the best of 

luck and a fast, complete recovery. You are both in our prayers. 

 
 

 

head headhunter corner 

 

A 

 HURTIN’ HEADHUNTERS 
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ast, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all                                        

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS, who we know of, that have made their 

last takeoff in this lifetime since our last newsletter. 

 

 Headhunter    Time in 80th   Last Takeoff 

 Col Edward H. Curtis  Korea/LTM     Mar 2004 

 Col Randall E. Renken  Korea/N7   05 Aug 2005 

 Capt Paul F. Freund   WWII/N   04 Dec 2005 

 Paul C. Murphey, Jr   WWII/Ace/LTM  16 Jan 2006 

 

etter received 6 December: “Dear Sir:  I regret to inform you of the passing of my father, 

Col Edward H. Curtis (USAF Ret).  Dad died in Fort Worth, Texas in March of 2004.  I 

apologize for the delay in sending you this information, but I recently came across your address 

among Dad’s papers.  Dad was proud of his service with the 80
th

 and went on to a long career 

with the USAF.  Besides his Army combat service in WWII, he served in Korea with the 80
th

 and 

also in Vietnam with the 12 Fighter Wing.  He held a number of awards from the USAF includ-

ing the Legion of Merit and Air Force Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters.  His last 

active duty assignment was as Director of Log Plans at HQ TAC Langley AFB VA.  He spoke to 

me many times of his experiences and the people he served with in the 80
th

.  Thanks to all the 

members of your association for your service to our country and for the many sacrifices you have 

made.  Sincerely, Ed Curtis Jr.” 

 

etter received 6 December: “Thank you for your mail to Paul F. Freund.  As of December 

4, 05, Paul is deceased from cancer.  He was a fine, successful man of integrity.  His herit-

age he left his family was a good, Godly, example.  He was the best husband, father, grandfather, 

and great-grandfather.  Captain Paul Freund was discharged from the Army Air Force, joining 

NASA until retirement in 1978.  Love and Peace, The Freund Family”  [Ed note]  Unfortunately, 

Paul never joined our Association; however, we sent our condolences to his family, and we wish 

him Peace. 

 

n behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to these families our deepest 

sympathies and sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these individuals 

made to the Squadron and our Country.  May they rest in Peace and forever Soar with the Eagles. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*************************** 

HEADHUNTERS AT REST 

L 

L
E 

L
E 

O 

May God bless and keep them in His Flight forever. 
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The next regular issue of the HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 May 2006. 
The Headhunter Headlines is the official newsletter of the 80

th
 Fighter Squadron Headhunters Association, Inc., 

a non-profit, tax exempt, War Veterans’ Organization. 

 Copyright 2006, all rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our next reunion is already being planned!     
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Col Jay E. "JayBird" Riedel, USAF (Ret)  
The “Head Headhunter” 

 
 

 

                  80th Fighter Squadron 

      “HEADHUNTERS" 
                       905 Arapaho Ct 

                  Columbus, GA 31904 

 

             RETURN SERVICE 

                  REQUESTED 
 

                 FIRST CLASS 

  
  

Presidents’ Day  –  20 February St Patrick’s Day  –  17 March Easter  –  16 April 
Valentine’s Day  –  14 February       

  

  

 


