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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 
 

Bonnie & I wish you all a Happy New Year, we hope this newsletter finds you all in the best of health & happi-
ness, and we look forward to seeing you all at the reunion! 
 

 

 

 

 

ary D. Martin, son of Maj Andrew F. Martin, Jr. who was our 80
th

 Squadron Commander 16 Oct 54 - 1 

Dec 54, joined our Association back on 21 July 2006.  He had asked if anyone knew his father who was 

killed on a training mission on 1 December 1954 while he was commander.  Maj Robert E. Schellhous, 

who took over as com- mander on 1 Dec 54 and 

remained in that position until 31 March 1955, sent 

this photo and the fol- lowing letter to Gary on 11 

August 2006:  “Dear Gary, Reading your letter 

in the most recent 80
th

 Squadron ‘Headhunter 

Headlines’ about your father, Andrew F. Martin, I 

thought you might like to hear from people who 

knew him on Okinawa in 1954.  While I did not 

know your Dad all that well, I did have the oppor-

tunity to socialize with him on several occasions, 

and also to see the good job he did as Squadron 

Commander.  I can tell you he was a fine man, a 

leader, a professional, and an officer respected 

and admired by those who knew him, especially, 

I might add, by the offic- ers and airmen in his 

squadron, the 80
th

. 

 The enclosed pic- ture is the only one I have, 

or could find, that pertains to your father.  It was taken in 1954 at Yontan Air Base on Okinawa and shows two 

of the 80
th

’s F-84Gs using [jet assisted takeoff] JATO on takeoff.  I believe your Dad is flying the lead aircraft.  

JATO was sometimes required when hot weather and/or short runways made it necessary in getting the loaded 

F-84G airborne.  I wish that I had more to offer, because your Dad deserves to be remembered and honored for his 

service.  Gary, you had a father to be proud of.  Sincerely, Robert E. Schellhous”  [Ed note]  Thanks for sharing this with 

us, Gary & Robert—this is history come alive! 

  

  

LINK-UP OF TWO HEADHUNTERS! 

G 

 
Maj Andrew F. Martin, 80th Squadron Commander, leads a flight of two 

F-84G’s on a JATO takeoff from Yontan Air Base, Okinawa in 1954. 
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OK—THIS IS IT—REUNION REGISTRATION TIME! 

This one promises to be one of our greatest, so please don’t miss out!!  Keep reading for a few surprises! 

Reunion Registration made easy!! 

 Carefully fill out and mail in your Reunion Registration Form on page 11.  Please be 

sure to include your check for the full amount for all the activities you have picked.  

SUSPENSE: 19 March  (See cancel-

lation info on the Form) 

 Please call the hotel now to make your 

own reservations.  Call the toll-free 

phone number: 1-800-833-1516 or 

817-626-6000 and tell them you’re 

with the 80th Fighter Squadron Re-

union 19-22 April in the Fort Worth 

Historic Stockyards AmeriSuites.  

Confirm the $129 per night + tax 

rate for all three nights.  

SUSPENSE: 19 March  (You can 

cancel with hotel up to 24 hours prior) 

 The price of the hotel includes a full hot buffet breakfast and free parking each day. 

 Other hotel information can be found on their web site: 

http://www.amerisuites.com/reservations/locationdetail.asp?facid=3917# 

rig Gen (Ret) Robin Olds, an Ace with 13 kills in WWII and 4 more in Vietnam, and who 

gave our 8
th

 Fighter Wing its name “Wolfpack”, will be our guest for 

Hopefully, Headhunter Aces Jim Ince, the weekend and our speaker.  

Don McGee, Herb Ross, Robert Booth, and Kirby too will be there!  Norb 

Ruff, co-founder of our Headhunter As- sociation & WWII P-38 pilot with 4 con-

firmed & 2 probables will be there.  Lt Gen (Ret) Richard Swope, fellow 

Headhunter with me from ’79-’80 who went on to retire as the USAF/IG, will be 

there along with other notables.  Don’t miss meeting these legends again! 
 

ex has a lot of great things planned for us throughout the reunion, so grab 

your cowboy hats and boots, and bring your friends!  Ya’ll won’t wanta 

miss this’un!!  Dick & Mary Jonas have already “signed up”, so bring your song books and best voice, 

and get ready for more outstanding sing-a-longs!  Get your buddies, and come on down—this will be a 

reunion to remember for a lifetime! 
 

JOIN US AS WE SHARE OLD MEMORIES AND MAKE NEW ONES WITH OUR WING & SQUADRON LIVING LEGENDS!!! 

REUNION REGISTRATION!  

 

B 

 

See You There!! T 
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orld War II Headhunter, longtime LTM of our As-

sociation, and reunion regular, Norb Ruff, and one 

of our Korean era LTM’s, Bill Yoakley, have new 

books available now!  Norb’s book, Ruff Stuff, written by 

author Tina Susedik, is an outstanding work.  It is available 

through Tina’s web site at   www.tinasusedik.com   or you 

can order directly from her at PO Box 772; Hayward WI 

54843-0772. 

 

 

 

ill’s book, Wingmen, written by Bill and his lifelong 

best friend, Peter J. Wurts, is another terrific account of the lives and exploits of these two exceptional pi-

lots, as attested to by R.A. "Bob" Hoover, legendary combat, aerobatic, and experimental test pilot: "I've known 

and flown with the best pilots on the planet, and you'll meet two of them here. From jet combat, flight testing, 

and precision aerobatics to just plain rat-racing and horsing around, Bill and Pete have done it all. I salute 

these WINGMEN and their careers."  Details and ordering information is available at their web site   

www.wingmentwofriends.com  or from Bill directly at 383 Oak Dr S; Green Cove Springs, FL 32043-8777,  

or phone (904) 284-3325. 

 

oday's wingman concept is nothing new.  Col. Francis "Gabby" Gabreski, an early Air Force pioneer who is 

credited with 28 aerial victories in WWII, said this: "The wingman is absolutely indispensable.  I look after 

the wingman.  The wingman looks after me.  It's another set of eyes protecting you.  That's the defensive part.  

Offensively, it gives you a lot more firepower.  We work together.  We fight together.  The wingman knows what 

his responsibilities are and knows what mine are.  Wars are not won by individuals.  They're won by teams." 

 

nother Headhunter has a new printing of his famous book out with many new addi-

tions.  Col (Ret) Jack Broughton’s Thud Ridge, his F-105 missions and politics dur-

ing the Vietnam War, is a classic first published in 1967.  Softbound 280 pages with 70 

black-and-white photographs.  Published by Crecy Publishing Ltd. in partnership with 

MBI Publishing Company, St. Paul, MN.  Available at all major bookstores, or directly 

from MBI Publishing at   www.zenithpress.com 

 

eadhunter Mark W. Danielson, a published author with numerous books, has a new 

book out that certainly rates reading!  Check out his web site at  

markwdanielson.com  for all the details. 

HEADHUNTERS HAVE NEW BOOKS OUT!! 

 

W 
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-38 Ace from the European Theater in WWII 

and our 80th Squadron commander in 1954, 

Col Herb Ross, also has a new book out, Ad-

ventures of a P-38 Ace, shown on the right.  It is an-

other great book by a fellow Headhunter.  Herb and 

his wife Juanita will be at our reunion.  Herb says 

that Robin Olds used to be one of his commanders, 

so there will be some great stories there!  

 

astly, Keith Rosenkranz wrote his book about his 

experiences in the Gulf War.  Vipers in the 

Storm, on the left, is a detailed and excellent manu-

script that can be ordered from his web site at:  

www.vipersinthestorm.com 
 

 

 

 

 

ell, our Association has finally joined the 21
st
 Century with the other major organizations!  We have 

had our own web site at   www.mindspring.com/~jaybirdone/headhunters   since 1999, but it was 

only a personal address of mine built for the Squadron.  That was all well and good for a start, but I’ve 

always wanted our own Association .com or .org domain like most of the other organizations.  After 7 years, it 

finally happened!  We now have our own domain at     80fsheadhunters.org     Along with the new domain, 

my personal e-mail address has changed to JayBird@80fsheadhunters.org   If you have me in your address 

book (I hope), please update it to this new address—thanks.  Also, please delete that first Mindspring.com web 

site above—it’s gone along with my old Mindspring.com e-mail address.  Contrary to popular belief, we are ac-

tually saving approximately $13 per month, and have increased our capability an astounding 2000-fold!  Like 

we say in the business, “That ain’t too shabby!”   Please enter our new address in your Favorites, and stop by 

and check it out!  We have set up a guest book, feedback form and other bells & whistles as we expand.   If you 

have information and/or photos you’d like posted, please forward to me, and I’ll get ‘em up on our new web 

site!  We can post about everything now, as web space isn’t the problem it was before! 

 

 

 

 

id you know that “the 8th Pur- suit Group, father of our 8
th

 Fighter 

Wing and consisting of the 33rd, 35th and 36th Pursuit Squadrons, was activated at Langley Field, VA 

in 1931.  Headquarters issued orders and the Group made its first move in 1940.  At this time the Group 

was flying P-40 and B-10 airplanes. Movement of all people and airplanes to Mitchell Field, Long Island, NY 

was complete by 4 November 1940. The Squadrons, after setting up operations and maintenance sections, were 

ready for all missions.  A month later they were participating in the Louisiana Maneuvers.  The Army Air Corps 

was in the middle of an expansion program.  New Groups and new aircraft began appearing on the Base.  Re-

ceiving new P-39 airplanes, the Group started familiarization training and flying submarine patrol.  On 20 June 

1941, the Army Air Corps became the Army Air Forces.  The 35th Pursuit Squadron began using the airport at 

Providence, RI as a temporary base for patrol missions.  On 7 December 1941 the Japanese bombed Pearl Har-

bor.  Adding to all of this, orders reached the Group to form a new squadron.  Transferring pilots and mechanics 

P 

  

L 

NEW HEADHUNTER INTERNET DOMAIN  

W 

DID YOU KNOW? 

D 
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from all three squadrons, the 80th Pursuit Squadron was born.  The Squadron got its start on 6 January 1942.  Its 

first Commanding Officer was Philip Greasley of the 33rd Pursuit Squadron.  In the meantime, the 33rd Pursuit 

Squadron shipped to Iceland aboard an aircraft carrier for patrol duty.  The 8th Pursuit Group, now made up of 

the 35th, 36th and 80th Pursuit Squadrons, received orders to move to the West Coast.  We said our good-byes 

and boarded a special train for San Francisco.  The Group departed Mitchell Field, NY on 26 January 1942.”  

[Ed note] This is an excerpt from a letter by M/Sgt Matt F Notz, longtime LTM; 80th FS Flight Chief and 

Squadron Inspector. 

 

 

 

Greetings to all the Headhunter alumni out there.  It's been a busy fall for us (std for the Kun).  We had 

an ORE in November and did well but have some room for improvement.  Of note, we moved into the 

squadron for the first time and put our wartime conops into practice.  We called it the great JUVAT 

lockdown.  We acquired cots and sleeping bags, divided up the briefing rooms, closets, storage rooms, etc. and 

moved in by flights/shifts.  The snack-O's outdid themselves, led by Lt. "Burner" Mock.  They had one fresh, 

hot meal made for each shift.  We tested the limits of our hot water, food storage and patience.  It was busy, we 

learned a lot and everyone got through it well.  We had a classic thanksgiving dinner at Bruni's complete with 

dishes and silverware.  Everyone made their favorite dish and we truly had a feast.  Bruni's hasn't looked that 

good in a long while.  We also intend to repeat that dinner on Christmas day, but in the squadron where we'll 

host the 41 kids of our orphanage.  Santa will arrive via an F-16 and give out the gifts that we have divided 

amongst ourselves to sponsor them.  Winter weather has hit and we've had snow several days.  The low ceilings 

and vis are back (I know, they never really leave) but I shot an approach to 36 the other night and it was a black 

hole without light 1 until 2 mile final.  FUN!  We hope that the Christmas season finds you all in good health 

and that you enjoy the holidays with your families and loved ones.  Rest easy, we have a crew of warriors on 

watch!  [signed] ‘Jethro’ Lt Col Al Wimmer - JUVAT Lead (Centurian) 80 FS/CC”  [Ed note] This e-mail came 

in on 17 December 2006.  Thanks for the update, Jethro.  Always good to know that our Squadron continues to 

do great things! 
 

 

 

 

t gives us great pleasure to welcome these 4 new members to our ranks for the first time (in the order of 

“signing up” since 1 November).  Equally rewarding are the many members, not shown here, who have 

rejoined after 1, 2, 3, up to 15 years absence!   Welcome to all!  At press time we have 297 Yearly, plus 

642 LifeTime Members (LTMs)—939 Total!! 
 

Here is the roll call of our new members—with their time in the 80th: 
Col Whitmel B. Swain (’78 8TFW/ADO)  Maj Paul B. Willingham (’03) 

Mr. Emmit Brooks (Honorary)   A/3C George D. Griffith (’52 – ’53) 

 

riends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change and/or Master E-

mail & Fax List Change (enclosed), give 'em a call, write 'em a letter, or beam an e-mail mes-

sage over to them.  Or better yet, ask them to meet you at the next reunion 19-22 April in Fort 

Worth!  Great to have you all in formation—and what a super one it is!!  Do you have Head-

hunter friends that aren’t members?  If so, please let me have their addresses, and I’ll send a 

“Please Join Us” letter to them.  How about all of our active duty JUVATS in the 80th 

today?  Cleared to join up, Y’all!   See your SNACKO for Member Information Forms and mailing en-

velopes, or contact me directly—your first year is FREE!!   Thank you! 

SQUADRON UPDATE FROM KOREA 

 “ 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

I 

 

F 
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-mail received Veterans’ Day 11 November: “Jaybird, I went to 

Arlington Cemetery today for the Veteran's Day Program at 

11:00.  There was a special theme honoring the recipients of the 

Purple Heart.  It was a clear blue sky, 75 degrees day and the trees in 

the cemetery were dropping their leaves like red and orange blankets 

around their trunks...just a spectacular day for this honored occasion.  

The President's address was poignant but brief.  He said "Our military 

Vets are our best citizens."  I thought that about summed it up!  

Audentes Fortuna – Juvats.  [Signed] Bob & Debra Peterman 

 

-mail received Veterans’ Day 11 November:  “Jaybird--thanks, just got back from a month in Iraq and Af-

ghanistan working command and control issues.  Always nice to be back home.  Thanks for all the work 

you have done for the Headhunters these past years.  Your commitment is what has held the whole thing togeth-

er.  [Signed Col Matt Neuenswander] ‘El Cid’” 

 

-mail received 12 November:  “Attached please find a photo of my Uncle - Willis F. Evers who was shot 

down November 2, 1943 near Papua, New Guinea.  I was looking for information regarding my Uncle on 

your web site, when I spotted a familiar sign "Through these portals pass the hottest 

pilots in the world".  I have a picture of my Uncle standing under the same sign.  I 

also recognized the names of some of the people he served with in the picture of the 

men standing in front of the "Home of the Headhunters" sign.  Willis was killed in 

the P-38 that was normally flown by George Welch [see our last newsletter].  The 

wreckage and remains of Willis were discovered in 1986 by a surveying crew.  He 

was returned to his home town of Hildreth, Nebraska in 1989.  Willis was buried 

with full military honors and a fly over.  If any of the men that served with Willis 

would like to contact our family, we would welcome it.  Thank you for your web-

site.  It has given me a wonderful insight into my Uncle’s time spent in the Pacific.  

[Signed] Terri Kallio  < tkallio2366@msn.com >”  [Ed note] I replied to Terri’s 

message and forwarded this e-mail on to all our on-line WWII members.  If anyone 

else has any information for Terri, please contact her directly or send to me, and 

I’ll get it to her.  Thanks. 

 

-mail received 12 November:  “Hello Jay,  Thank you so much for responding so quickly to my email.  No I 

do not have that book [Attack & Conquer-The 8th Fighter Group in WWII] - and would love to have any 

information you could give me.  My address is:  Terri Kallio; 9628 W. 74th Place; Arvada, Colorado  80005.  

Telephone:  303-431-1109.  Email:  tkallio2366@msn.com  

 

I will share it with my father, George Evers who was Willis's younger brother.  My Father also served during 

WWII - My Father and Willis were very close as they were only a year apart in age - that was a difficult time for 

him.  My Father served 21 years in the U.S. Air Force.  I also have numerous letters that Willis wrote home 

about some of his experiences flying and would love to share them if any one is interested.  In a letter dated Oct 

25, 1943 he writes: 

 

THE MAIL BAG 

E 

 

E 

E 

 

E 

mailto:tkallio2366@msn.com
mailto:tkallio2366@msn.com
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"Talk about thrills.  I have had enough for a little while.  We got into a big fight.  I was flying on 

our Commanding Officers [‘Porky’ Cragg] wing, when I shot at a Jap plane.  I gave him a long 

burst and he burst in flames.  Then a couple got on my tail and all tracers flew by.  I dive into a 

cloud and played hide and seek with five of them.  I got several holes in my plane but they done 

no damage.  Lady Luck sure was very thoughtful, putting a big white cloud right there for me to 

use for protection.   About six different Japs start at me.  Incidentally I was flying my own plane.  

It was just assigned to me.  It's an old plane but it flys good.  It sure saved me from a long swim 

back.  Capt Ruff, a pilot who went back home from this squadron has your address.  He is to drop 

you a line and tell you where and what I am doing.  I just saw the film from my gun camera.  It 

showed the Jap plane burning.  A war correspondent was here and took my name and home 

town.  You may find a write up in the papers about it.  Write Soon - Willis" 

  

Again thank you so much for your email.  [Signed] Terri Kallio” [Ed note] The above letter was postmarked 

November 1st, 1943—only one day before he was lost.  It was his last one.  Welcome home and rest in Peace, 

Willis, and may you forever soar with the Eagles. 

 

etter received 18 November:  “Dear Headhunters,  Thank you for your newsletter—keeping me informed of 

all the ‘going ons’.  I’ve retired to a Life Care Facility & wish to have my name – Mary E. Driscoll – re-

moved from [your] mailing list.  My dear husband, Daniel P. Driscoll, died in 2000, and you very graciously 

sent me Headhunter Headlines.  Thank you, God Bless you with many Blessings!  Graciously yours, Mary E. 

Driscoll” [Ed note] Dan Driscoll was one of our WWII LTM’s.  In keeping with her wishes, Mary has been de-

leted from our Master Roster.  God’s speed, Mary. 

 

-mail received 03 December:  “Jaybird, Sir - You probably heard about "Trojan" Gilbert this past week.  His 

jet hit the ground near Balad, Iraq and it looks like he didn’t get out.  He was making a second pass doing 

strafe when it happened.  Anyway, his desk, here in the 309th, is right next to mine and I've been looking at the 

picture of him, his wife and his 5 (yes five) kids this past week trying to figure a way to help them out.  The boss 

(Pulse Davey) was talking on Friday and put the idea into our nuggets that there are folks out in the world who 

want to help, that have deeper pockets than others.  The difficulty is getting the word to them.  I was wondering 

if you could publish a word or two about Trojan and his family in the next issue of the Headhunter newsletter.  I 

know he wasn't a JUVAT, but he went out like we all would want, taking those bastards out by the dozens with 

20MM.  I think he deserves our respect and gratitude and his family needs our help.  A trust fund for the family 

has already been established.  You can donate by writing a check to "Gilbert Family" and dropping at any Credit 

Union West or mail to:  Fighter Country Partnership; 500 N. Estrella Parkway; Suite B/2 PMB #479; Goodyear, 

AZ 85338   Thanks.   Very Respectfully, [Maj Jim Merchant] Taz   [Ed note] For those of you who would like to 

help this young family, please send your donations to the address above.  Thank you. 

 

-mail received 03 December:  “Jay Riedel: I would like to order a polo/golf shirt for my father.  Can it be 

ordered in 2x (long) as he is 6'7" and 300 pounds?  Please let me know, if yes I would like to order one.  I 

know it is to close for Christmas time, but new years is fine.  Thank you.  Also, do you have any formal info on 

pilots of WWII or who I should talk to about my great uncle Lt William Ravey?  Thank you once again.  

Ben Ravey;  Social Science Department; Gunderson High School; San Jose, CA.”  [Ed note]  If anyone has any 

information on 1Lt William Ravey, who was shot down 17 August 1944 while engaging an Oscar, please con-

tact Ben Ravey at  Ben_Ravey@sjusd.org  or 7553 Rainbow Dr; Cupertino, CA 95014  (408) 472-0823         

Thanks. 
 

L 

E 

E 
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-mail received 08 January:  “Hi Jay, In the morning of this past Jan. 2nd,  my good friend Pete Wurts 

passed away after a battle with liver cancer.  He was a great guy now flying higher than he has ever flown 

before.  Regards, Bill Yoakley” [Ed note] Bill & Pete have just published a book together (see page 3 of this 

newsletter).  We’re very sad to hear this news.  Rest in Peace, Pete. 

 

-mail received 11 January:  “Jay – hoping to make it [reunion] this year.  I’ve got to tell you a ‘story’ about 

Robin Olds.  When I was a FAIP [first assignment instructor pilot] on my first assignment out of pilot 

training at Laughlin AFB, they were parading Olds around the country as one of our aces.  He was the speaker at 

a dining in we had.  Of course, all of us wannabe fighter pilots were excited, but our lifetime ATC wing com-

mander was a nervous wreck.  Well it so happens that the 1Lt they selected as Mr. Vice had a bad cold and was 

on medication.  After a few drinks he became belligerent and out of control and just as the dining in started 

blurted out with “Hey General Olds, is that your stomach or did your mama stamp Goodyear on your ass and 

call you a spare tire?”  There was a very pregnant hush in the room.  Olds got up and walked out and went to the 

bar.  The rest of us just sat there dumbfounded.  The wing king actually had the lieutenant arrested and confined 

to his quarters.  Then he proceeded to SEND OLDS A NOTE IN THE BAR, because he was too chicken to do it 

in person – apologizing profusely and asking him to return to the dining in.  We all sat there wondering what to 

do next when Olds comes up on the loudspeaker in the club with “I ain’t coming back in there, but if any of you 

would be fighter pilots wants to join me at the bar, I’m buying!”  Needless to say the room emptied, the dining 

in was scratched and we had a helluva time listening to war stories in the bar.  I’ll be glad to talk to him in 

April.  See you then.  [Signed] Dana (Conan) [Duthie]” 

 

etter received 11 January:  “Dear Sirs:  [Headhunter Store Order for Squadron History DVD/CD, current 

Sq and Korean-era patches]  I love your website.  My dad was in the Army Air Corps and worked with 80
th

 

FS Headhunters from October 1942 to October 1945.  Although he only worked behind the scenes (packing & 

repairing parachutes), he took great pride in his Squadron!  He read the information from your website over and 

over again.  He died 30 December 2006 after a long bout with pneumonia.  At the gravesite, the local VFW Post 

paid their respects for his service in the Army with a 21-Gun Salute, and there was not a dry eye present after 

that beautiful tribute.  I want his grandchildren and great grandchildren to watch the [80
th

 Squadron History] 

DVD and see the [WWII and Korean-era] patches to help them better understand what their Pa Pa did for them.  

Thank you for all your efforts and hard work to make this history available to everyone.  Sincerely, Judy Slack” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

t was brought to my attention for the last newsletter an obituary in the Air Force magazine that Lt Col Ed-

ward C. Jones, from the Korean War era, had passed away.  The message to me was that “we had lost an-

other of our Headhunters.”  I listed him in our HEADHUNTERS AT REST Section and changed the infor-

mation in the Master Roster.  It was sad—until I received, on the same day I mailed the newsletters, an e-mail—

from Ed Jones!  Needless to say, the obit listing was a different Edward C. Jones—ours has assured me he is 

still around!!  Thanks, Ed—I apologize to you and Patricia. 

E 

E 
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s you all know, Paul Murphey, one of our WWII Aces and reunion regu-

lars, passed away a year ago on 16 January 2006.  A few years ago he told 

Kirby and me that he had put our Headhunters Association in his will.  On 18 

November 2006 we received his generous donation, which was a percentage of 

his estate.  Unfortunately the will dictates that the amount/percentage remains 

confidential.  It will suffice to say that our Association is in great financial 

shape, and we will not have to raise dues for many years to come.  Thank you, 

Paul.  Rest in Peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

t’s less than 80 days to the reunion!  Be ready and get those perfect gifts for yourself or your favorite 

Headhunter!  Stock up on some of these goodies, and wear/use them proudly—not just at the reunions, but 

wherever you go!  It’s a great way to find other HEADHUNTERS, too!  Unless purchased at a reunion, a 

small fee of $4 for single items or $6 for two or more items should be added for postage to all orders (unless 

otherwise noted for small items)—I’ll take care of the “handling!” 

 

Curious to see what these items look like?  Check them out on our Web Site STORE Page! 
  

Blazer Emblem (men’s or ladies) $35  Golf Shirt (specify size)  $32 

  Squadron Unique Silk Tie  $39  T Shirt (specify size)  $19 

  Ladies Floppy Bow (matches tie)    $20  Squadron F-16 Litho Print   $10 

  Sq “Nickel” Coin or Keychain  $  7  White & Green Trim Hat $14 

  *Personalized Sq coffee mug  $23  All White Hat   $14 

*Personalized  Sq beer stein  $26  Black Hat   $14 

  *Mug & Stein set as above  $45  Korean-era Sq Patch  $  5 

  Headhunter Tattoos (fun!) 3 for a  $  1  Vietnam-era Sq Patch  $  5 

  **Personalized etched Sq beer mug $28  WWII/Current Sq Patch  $  5 

    Lapel Pin/Tie Tack  $  4 
 

 

<<< CD of Headhunter Songs by the JBC…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

<<< 80th Squadron History DVD & CD set….$20 (postage included)>>> 

<<< Passing the Flame CD…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

 
 

* Please include name and/or callsign desired on your mug/stein (up to 20 letters), aircraft desired, and 

right/left handed with your order.  Unless otherwise stated, the current Squadron logo & your first name in 

Old English will be on the front (handle left for right-handed drinker), and an F-16 will be on the back. 
 

** Large 25oz mug is beautiful etched glass.  Please indicate Squadron logo or our Association logo desired, 

choice of P-39, P-38, P-51, F-80, F-86, F-84, F-100, F-105, F-4, or F-16, and include name and/or callsign in 

 

A 

HEADHUNTER STORE! 

I 



 

 

10 

“HEADHUNTER” or standard bold font, and right/left handed, with your order. Personal markings (tail num-

ber/markings, aerial victories, etc.) available.  Other aircraft may be available.  Please call for quote. 
 

Please send check to “The Headhunters”; 905 Arapaho Ct; Columbus, GA 31904-1242.  Please don’t forget 

postage of $4 for single items or $6 for two or more items should be added on all orders (accept patches, 

coins, tattoos, & lapel pin—please send $1 postage.) 
 

Fighter pilot songs (Rated PG) on professional CDs and/or tapes are available at $20 each from World-

renowned military songwriter and balladeer, and fellow HEADHUNTER, Dick Jonas.  Contact him at: Erosonic; 

PO Box 1226; Chino Valley, AZ 86323-1226, or his web site at http://www.erosonic.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ast, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all                                        

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS, who we know of, that have made their last takeoff in 

this lifetime since our last newsletter. 

 
 

  Headhunter    Time in 80th   Last Takeoff 

  Lt Col Thomas U. McElmurry Korea/OpsO/LTM       Nov 2006 

  MSgt George A. Rumble  Korea/LTM     8 Nov 2006 

  Pauline A. Foust   WWII Widow of Bob 18 Nov 2006 

 

 

n behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to these families our deepest sympathies 

and sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these individuals made to the Squadron and 

our Country.  May they rest in Peace and forever Soar with the Eagles. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*************************** 

HEADHUNTERS AT REST 

L 

O 

May God bless and keep them in His Flight forever. 
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NAMES (As you want on your nametag): 
 

____________________________________/___________________________________/_________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS:  _______________________________________________PHONE: ____________CEL PHONE: ______________ 
 

E-MAIL: ___________________________________    

                                                  NUMBER  X   COST   =    TOTAL 

 

ALL:   REGISTRATION  “LANDING FEE”  ………………………..…………………..._________  X     $45     = ________   
       (Mandatory fee for all reunion attendees. Pays for Welcome Package, Hospitality Room with all drinks, 

         snacks, and incidentals for all 3 days, Commemorative Squadron Keepsake, and all taxes & gratuities)  

 

THU:   REUNION REGISTRATION & HOSPITALITY ROOM 

  (Opens at 1200) 

                  

FRI:     BILLY BOB’S TEXAS ………………………………………………………….…...__________ X    $35     = _________ 

  (Western dress if you have it.  Includes Dinner & Show Admission.  Performer TBA)  

 

SAT:    GOLF:  “HEADHUNTER OPEN”  ……………….…………………………………_________  X    $70     = _________              

0900 Tee Time Fossil Creek GC (Soft spikes or sneakers mandatory)   

 

 HANDICAP INDEX (WITH DECIMAL POINT):_____________ OR 

 AVERAGE SCORE FOR 18 HOLES:_______  SEX:_____    OVER 70?   YES/NO 

 CAR AVAILABLE FOR TRANSPORTATION OF GOLFERS?     YES/NO 

 IF YES, HOW MANY TOTAL PLAYERS (including yourself) CAN YOU TAKE  ______ 

 

SAT:    BUSINESS MEETING (Time TBA)……………………………………………………….………………………FREE  

 

SAT:    Amon Carter Museum and Ft Worth Botanical Gardens Tour… ………………__________  X    $30    = _________     
1000-1300 (Includes lunch at Botanic Gardens) 

  

SAT:    BANQUET (COAT & TIE;  DRESSES FOR LADIES)……………..................... __________ X    $45    = _________ 
1800-2200  

                 

SUN:    FAREWELL BREAKFAST BUFFET…….…………….……………………………………………………….FREE 
0800-1000 

 

 

                REUNION MEMORIES BOOK…………………………………………………….__________ X    $25   = _________ 
                    (Book at least 12 pages in full color)   

 
 

      

 
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM  NLT 19 MARCH  WITH CHECK MADE OUT TO: 

 

HEADHUNTERS 

c/o James W Ritter 

3915 Fairway Dr 

Granbury, TX 76049 
 

Ritter Home#   817-736-0301            Tex Cell#   817-229-5124                Rita’s Cell#   817-408-8822 
 

Confirmation of Registration and Itinerary will be sent out by April 1.  Sorry, cancellations for reunion events received within 14 days 

of the event cannot be refunded (except for real emergencies, sickness or deployments) 

COWTOWN 2007 REUNION *  REGISTRATION FORM  *  19-22 April 2007 
SIGNUP FOR THOSE ACTIVITIES YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND 

TOTAL ENCLOSED  $__________ 
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The next regular issue of the HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 May 2007. 
The Headhunter Headlines is the official newsletter of the 80

th
 Fighter Squadron Headhunters Association, Inc., 

a non-profit, tax exempt, War Veterans’ Organization. 

 Copyright 2007, all rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fort Worth here we come – 19-22 April!  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Col Jay E. "JayBird" Riedel, USAF (Ret)  
The “Head Headhunter” 

 

 
 

 
 

 80th Fighter Squadron 

 “HEADHUNTERS" 
       905 Arapaho Ct 

 Columbus, GA 31904 

              RETURN SERVICE 

                   REQUESTED 
 

                 FIRST CLASS 

  
 

 

Presidents’ Day  –  19 February St Patrick’s Day  –  17 March Easter  –  8 April 
Valentine’s Day  –  14 February       

 

  

 

 


