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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 
 

Bonnie & I hope this newsletter finds all of you in the very best of health & happiness in this beautiful New Year! 
 

 

 

 

his sent in 25 November 2007: “JayBird, Willie Brandt here.  I am sending a photo of Col Eric "Wie-

ner" Schnitzer and me taken 25 Nov 2007 on the back patio of "Air Force House", Camp Victory Base, 

Baghdad, Iraq.  Wiener was "transferring authority" of the Air Support Operations Group he has been in 

command of for the past 6-months.  Since I was "conveniently" at Balad Air Base, Iraq, I caught a Blackhawk 

helicopter ride down south to attend.  This photo was taken immediately after the ceremony, but it is unique in 

that it was 5-years almost to the day that we took a similar photo together at Kunsan in our ops building while 

waiting for the Secretary of the Air Force to visit.  Wiener was Juvat Lead at the time and I was the Operations 

Officer.  The older photo, taken with "Woody Juvat", is still posted on your web site today and was taken 27 

Nov 2002 (photo attached).  The new photo was taken five years later on 25 Nov 2007.  Amazing how things 

like that happen!  You, our fellow Headhunters & Juvats and all your families are in my prayers and thoughts as 

this Christmas and Holiday season are upon us.  All my best, Col William C. ‘Willie’ Brandt; 332 AEW Direc-

tor of Staff; Balad Air Base, Iraq” [Ed note]  All the best to Willie & Wiener—hurry home. 

  

  

PAST SQ/CC & DO VISIT EACH OTHER IN IRAQ! 

  

Sq/DO Lt Col Willie Brandt (L) & Sq/CC Lt Col Eric “Wie-

ner” Schnitzer in our Sq Ops 27 Nov 2002 

Col Brandt (L) & Col Schnitzer at the Air Force House, Camp Victory 

Base, Baghdad, Iraq 25 Nov 2007 

T 
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id you know that, although these two famous WWII Aces, Cragg & 

Welch, were in our 80
th

 Fighter Squadron together, there were some 

ego issues and fierce competitiveness between them!  Rightfully so! 
 

Kirby & Norb Ruff tell the story of “Sammy Glick.”  Sammy Glick was 

Welch’s “wiener” dog—a dachshund.  Cragg had a parrot, which was quite 

noisy and outspoken.   One day Porky returned from a mission to find noth-

ing left of his parrot except a few feathers—Sammy Glick had done him in!  

Porky immediately went on leave and came back a few days later with a Bull 

Terrier.  This new dog now ruled the camp, and made Porky proud.  Unfortu-

nately, the Bull Terrier got his tail cut off by accident with a shovel by one of 

the ground crews who was digging a slit trench.  The poor dog was terrorized 

and turned from 

camp ruler into a 

meek milktoast!  

This, of course, 

wasn’t to Porky’s 

liking, so the poor 

dog was disowned and given to one of the ground 

crew, “Roughhouse” Bradley!  Sammy Glick was once 

more King of the Camp! 
 

Maj Edward “Porky” Cragg (Top photo L) was 

the Squadron Commander who gave our Squadron the 

name “Headhunters.”  These two photos were sent 

in 16 May 2001 by Jolyon Welch.  The first was taken 

3 Sept 1943 in New Guinea when both of these famous 

aces were in our Squadron.  The photo was taken just 

outside our Squadron Officers' Club at Port Moresby 

with our Headhunters sign.  An exact replica of 

this famous sign hangs above our Hospitality Room 

entrance at each of our reunions to this day.  Ed “Porky” Cragg was lost 3½ months later on the day after 

Christmas 1943 a few minutes after downing his 15
th

 and final victory. 
 

Capt George S. Welch (Top photo R and above) made history as one of only a handful of 14 American 

pilots that managed to get airborne during the attack on Pearl Harbor on the morning of 7 December 1941.  Four 

lost their lives to the overwhelming odds of 353 Japanese aircraft.  As a 2nd Lt at the time, he was credited with 

4 of the 10 enemy fighters shot down that day “that will live in infamy.”  Both Welch and his close friend 2nd 

Lt Kenneth Taylor (2 Kills that day), who was with Welch racing out to their P-40's, and who's exploits were 

glamorized in “Tora, Tora, Tora” and the 2001 movie “Pearl Harbor,”  were both awarded the Distinguished 

Service Cross.  Welch was nominated for the Medal of Honor, but it was downgraded by an intermediate com-

mander who argued both had taken off that morning without orders!!  [Ed note] I’m sure the other Army & Navy 

men awarded the Medal of Honor that morning didn’t have orders, either!  Welch became one of the top Pacif-

ic Aces with 16 kills.  As a civilian test pilot after the War, he made the first flight of the XP-86 Sabre in 1947.  

In 1953 the first YF-100A (52-5754) was completed.  It was moved from the Los Angeles factory out to Ed-

wards AFB.  Company test pilot George S. "Wheaties" Welch made the maiden flight on May 25, 1953.  He was 

killed a year later in 1954 testing the follow-on F-100 Super Sabre. 

DID YOU KNOW?   

D 

 

 

Ed “Porky” Cragg (L) & George “Wheaties” 

Welch under our O’Club Headhunters 

sign 3 Sept 43 at Port Moresby 

Welch in the cockpit of his P-38 with his dachshund Sammy Glick in 1943. 
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ol Jacksel M. “Jack” Broughton is our tentative Guest Speaker for our Saturday night banquet at our up-

coming reunion 2-5 October.   Jack is one of our Vietnam LTM’s and is the author of Thud Ridge and 

Going Downtown—his combat experiences during the Vietnam War, and the politics involved.  Further 

information can be found on our web site’s Vietnam History Pages and on Page 8 of this Newsletter.  We’re 

looking forward to having Col Broughton and his wife, AJ, with us at the reunion.  Please check your calendars 

to make sure you have 2-5 October blocked off!  Any new information on the reunion will be posted on our web 

site at www.80FSHeadhunters.org  and in future newsletters.  See you all there!  It promises to be another out-

standing gathering to remember! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASHINGTON, D.C. - On August 17, 2007, U.S. Senator Jim Inhofe (R-Oklahoma) praised the pas-

sage by unanimous consent of his bill (S.1877) clarifying U.S. law to allow veterans and service 

members not in uniform to salute the flag.  Current law (US Code Title 4, Chapter 1) states that veterans and 

servicemen not in uniform should place their hand over their heart without clarifying whether they can or should 

salute the flag.  "The salute is a form of honor and respect, representing pride in one's military service," Senator 

Inhofe said.  "Veterans and service members continue representing the military services even when not in uni-

form.  Unfortunately, current U.S. law leaves confusion as to whether veterans and service members out of uni-

form can or should salute the flag.  My legislation will clarify this regulation, allowing veterans and service 

members alike to salute the flag, whether they are in uniform or not.  I look forward to seeing those who have 

served saluting proudly at baseball games, parades, and formal events.  I believe this is an appropriate way to 

honor and recognize the 25 million veterans in the United States who have served in the military and remain as 

role models to others citizens.  Those who are currently serving or have served in the military have earned this 

right, and their recognition will be an inspiration to others."  This Bill was passed July 25, 2007.  Let your veter-

an friends know about the Passage of this Bill. 

 

 

 

 

           
 

-mail received 29 October: “Jaybird, Sorry it's been a while since 

I last wrote.  I was on my mid tour to Thailand and then right 

when I got back I ferried a jet to Hill.  As of now, we have four 

block 40 CCIP jets on the line with the rest scheduled 

to arrive in January.  In the last month and a half we've had a "Meet 

AJ" and two farewells.  It seems like the entire squadron has switched 

out over the past few months.  I've attached some pictures from our 

recent events.  As to Bruni's, we have a pretty good plan in order to 

remodel the place and transform it into a fighter bar.  We're planning a 

big squadron cookout for Thanksgiving and hopefully we'll be able to take a squadron tour up to the DMZ.  

[signed] ‘Deuce’ Capt Brian Wilder; 80 FS C-Flt CC” 

NEW REUNION INFO 

C 

New guidance on “saluting the flag"   

W 

THE MAIL BAG 

E 

 



 

4 

eedback from our web site received 04 November:  “Hello The Headhunters, My uncle is M.F. Kirby.....I 

have always known that he was a pilot in the war, but new very little about where and what he and others 

did in the war......reading about his group and all that they accomplished drew "tears of pride" to my eyes....M.F. 

was inducted into Louisiana State University's War Hero Hall of Fame......I am very proud of him and all the 

men he served with......thank you from the bottom of my heart......  Wally McMakin   

E-mail:   cwallymcmakin@aol.com  [Ed note] Thanks for the feedback, Wally—we’re quite proud of Kirby & 

all the men he served with, too.  They are truly our “Finest Generation.” 

 

-mail received 29 October: “Jaybird- Just a quick e-mail to catch you up with what has been going on lately.  

I finished up my penance tour at the Pentagon in April and moved to Utah with a brief stopover in Phoenix 

for requalification in the Viper.  It was great being back at Luke and seeing all of the bros who are now instruc-

tors there.  We barely got the house settled in Utah when our twin daughters, Kylie and Keira, arrived.  They 

have made the transition back to the operational world even more interesting - I never realized how the lack of 

sleep affects a person.  Looking forward to catching up with all of the Juvats, whether in the States or in the de-

sert.  If anyone makes it out to Hill, feel free to look us up.  Timothy & Mairead Gosnell; 171 W 700 S; Layton, 

UT  84041  c: (623) 341-3013 [Signed] ‘Goose’” 
 

-mail forwarded to me from John Pardo 18 November: “John, Sunday's News Tribune had a letter to the 

editor praising the assembly [that John’s JROTC unit put on for the school] and especially your kids.  I 

thought the program was one of the best we have ever had -- you and your team did a great job.  Here is a link 

which should get you to the letter.  http://www.thenewstribune.com/opinion/letters/story/200927.html  

Thanks for doing such a great job with the JROTC, [signed] Steve Ufer.     Here is that newspaper article: 

 

Students showed respect for those who served 
DON GRAY; Tacoma  
Published: November 11th, 2007 01:00 AM 

On Monday I got a call from back home in Arkansas. The son of a good friend had just been killed 

in Iraq. Kevin, who was on his second tour of duty in Iraq, was fulfilling his lifelong dream of being 

a Navy SEAL.  

On Thursday I received a much-needed boost to my morale. I went to Washington High School as 

a substitute teacher and had the privilege of observing a Veterans Day assembly that I wish the 

whole country could have seen. It was put on entirely by the ROTC department, young men and 

women, just like Kevin, who dream of serving their country, knowing full well that someday they 

may be called on to lay down their lives. 

I could hardly believe what I was experiencing. The respect and solemn behavior shown by the en-

tire student body was beautiful. The drill team, the flag ceremony and everything else made me 

proud to be a veteran and a small part of Washington High School. 

I feel better now. Kevin’s death is easier for me to take. What an honor to be able to be in the 

same room with these young heroes.  

[Ed note]  Congratulations to John and his JROTC unit for an outstanding job very well done! 
 

-mail received 16 December: “Jaybird, …Thanks for the Special Edition Headlines in memory of Major 

Ruff.  I hope the rest of us can carry on the fighter pilot traditions of patriotism, loyalty and hard work that 

he and so many others have started and carried on.  Merry Christmas to you and yours!  VR, [Capt Erik 

Fiederer] Crusher” 

F 

E 

 E 

E 
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-mail received 2 January: “JayBird, December in the 80th has been one to re-

member.  We had multiple social events along with a Christmas party, orphan-

age visit and a farewell in Osan.  The squadron is excited for the upcoming jet swap 

out.  Sadly our 

Block 30's are 

on their way out, 

however the 

new CCIP Block 

40's should be 

well worth it.  

Also, I have 

handed off the 

reigns of [Juvat 

Boys Choir] JBC 

to Christopher "Dr" Jones.  He's more than 

qualified to lead, and he's excited to take 

the Headhunters into 2008.  I've attached a 

few pictures from the last couple weeks and 

you can expect Dr. to send some more.  

Your support, along with the rest of the 

Headhunter Association, has been amazing.  

My time in the 80th has been the best of my Air Force career.  I'm off to Nellis, but the Juvats will remain #1.  

Thanks again. v/r ‘Deuce’ Capt Brian Wilder; 80 FS C-Flt/CC  wilderua6@yahoo.com” [Ed note] Our thanks 

go out to Deuce for keeping the tradition of our Squadron’s JBC alive & well.  The JBC is well known in the 

world-wide Fighter Community.  Our thanks also to “Dr Jones” for grabbing the stick and pressing on! 

 

y 3 January reply: “Deuce--Many thanks to 

you for your support this past year in the 

80th.  I'm happy to hear your tour was your best.  

We truly do have an outstanding Squadron with 

outstanding people.  May it always continue.  I'll 

put your e-mail and some photos in our next news-

letter that goes to press in about 2 weeks.  Best of 

luck to you at Nellis and in the rest of your chosen 

career.  Please beam your new snail-mail address 

over to me when you get one so I don't loose track 

of you.  Thanks! 

Dr Jones! -- Great to hear the JBC is in more good 

hands! I'm always ready to get photos & info, so 

please keep me in mind!  Also, I would like to ex-

tend an invitation to join our Headhunters' Asso-

ciation--your 1st year is free with no obligation to 

renew.  What a deal!  Your SNACKO has the Member Info Forms and mailing envelopes.  First year free mem-

bership is open to all Headhunters/Juvats.  Thanks again to you both.  Happy New Year!  All the best, JayBird” 

 

Character is doing what’s right when nobody’s looking. 

 

E 

 

Santa is the BEST!!! 

Fun time at the orphanage learning our Juvat’s Two Snakes!! 

 

M 



 

6 

-mail received 2 January: “JayBird, Thanks for the message and count me in for the Headhunter Associa-

tion.  I'll remind everyone in the squadron about that as well.  In addition to the events Deuce mentioned 

(that's me wielding the mighty 12-string Fender) we just celebrated the 66th birthday of the Headhunters and 

said farewell to our temporary Brunigan's (I'll send photos when I get them downloaded!). We celebrated in true 

Juvat fashion by hearing history from our Juvat historian (Banzai Wetzler) and fighter pilot songs from the JBC 

and the group at large. Later, the squadron band played until midnight when we had a toast to the colors and 

sang [Twin Tailed Lightning] TTL as loud as we could.  As we move into January, we are primarily focused on 

the aircraft swap-out, as well as getting the latest building for Bruni's up and running.  I'll keep you updated on 

the new building!  [signed] "Dr"  [Capt Chris Jones; 80 FS/B-Flt CC]” 

 

 

 


 

If you would like to make a tax deductible contribution to one of your favorite organizations, our own 80
th

 Fighter 

Squadron Headhunters Association qualifies!  Now is the time for your 2008 tax year.  Just mail to our address on the 

front cover, and you’ll receive a receipt for your tax records if required.  Thank you. 

 

FROM                         FOR, OR IN MEMORY OF                                    AMOUNT 

John “Whitey” Freberg    General fund       $  25 

Lt Col Clif Birchman    Newsletter Postage      $  50 

Bonnie & JayBird    Maj Norbert C. Ruff      $100 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

t gives us great pleasure to welcome these 4 new members to our ranks for the first time (in the order of 

“signing up” since 1 November).  Equally rewarding are the many members, not shown here, who have 

rejoined after 1, 2, 3, up to 15 years absence!   Welcome to all!  At press time we have 290 Yearly, plus 

668 LifeTime Members (LTMs)—958 Total!! 
 

Here is the roll call of our new members—with their time in the 80th: 
 Capt Brian D. Wilder (07 – 08)  Capt Cheryl N. Buehn  (06 – 07) 

 Capt Brian Congdon  (07 – 08)  Capt Ryan D. Miller    (06 – 07) 
 

 

riends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change and/or Master E-

mail & Fax List Change (enclosed), give 'em a call, write 'em a letter, or beam an e-mail mes-

sage over to them.  Or better yet, ask them to meet you at the next reunion 2-5 October in Fort 

Walton Beach!  Great to have you all in formation—and what a super one it is!!  Do you have 

Headhunter friends that aren’t members?  If so, please let me have their addresses, and I’ll send 

a “Please Join Us” letter to them.  How about all of our active duty JUVATS in the 80th today?  

Cleared to join up, Y’all!   See your SNACKO for Member Information Forms and mailing envelopes, or 

contact me directly—your first year is FREE!!   Thank you! 

E 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

I 

 

F 
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ur highly reliable sources in strategically placed key positions around the globe 

have informed us that Lt Col Ron “Foxbat” White has officially retired from 

American Airlines after 20 years of service!  Ron and wife “Skateboard” Sharon 

are long-time LTM’s and reunion regulars, and are now settled in Apison, TN.  Our con-

gratulations go out to Ron & Sharon on their well-earned retirement! 

 

ur deep undercover moles in clandestine positions in highly sensitive areas have also 

reported to us that another of our LTM’s, Lt Col Jim “6-Pack/Pacman” Pack, bought 

a full service music store in North Port, Florida.  Music has always been his passion but 

remained a hobby until lately.  Now he’s a small business owner and back in the rat-race!  It's fun though.  He 

plays trombone in the North Port Orchestra, Port Charlotte Big Band, Engroove Big Band, Jerry White Big 

Band, North Port Concert Band and Port Charlotte Concert Band.  Needless to say, he’s busy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o you or your favorite Headhunter have a special day or birthday soon?  If so, consider some of these 

beautiful items from our Headhunter Store!  Get some today, and wear/use them proudly—not just at 

the reunions, but wherever you go!  It’s a great way to find other HEADHUNTERS, too!  Unless purchased 

at a reunion, a small fee of $5 for single items or $7 for two or more items should be added for shipping to 

all orders (unless otherwise noted)—we’ll take care of the “handling!” 

 

 

Curious to see what these items look like?  Check them out on our Web Site STORE Page! 

  
Blazer Emblem (men’s or ladies) $35  Golf Shirt (specify size)  $35 

  Squadron Unique Silk Tie  $39  T Shirt (specify size)  $19 

  Ladies Floppy Bow (matches tie)    $20  Squadron F-16 Litho Print   $10 

  Sq “Nickel” Coin or Keychain  $  7  White & Green Trim Hat $15 

  *Personalized Sq coffee mug  $23  All White Hat   $15 

*Personalized  Sq beer stein  $26  Black Hat   $15 

  *Mug & Stein set as above  $45  Korean-era Sq Patch  $  7 

  Headhunter Tattoos (fun!) 4 for a  $  1  Vietnam-era Sq Patch  $  7 

  Lapel Pin/Tie Tack   $  4  WWII/Current Sq Patch  $  7 

  

 

<<< CD of Headhunter Songs by the JBC…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

<<< 80th Squadron History DVD & CD set….$20 (postage included)>>> 

<<< Passing the Flame CD…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

  LATEST INTELLIGENCE FROM AROUND THE WORLD 

O 

 

O 

HEADHUNTER STORE! 

D 
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* Please include name and/or callsign desired on your mug/stein (up to 20 letters), aircraft desired, and 

right/left handed with your order.  Unless otherwise stated, the current Squadron logo & your first name in 

Old English will be on the front (handle left for right-handed drinker), and an F-16 will be on the back. 

 

Please send check to “The Headhunters”; 5263 Winchester Ln; Ogden, UT 84403-4329 or e-mail orders to 

Tom & Shannon Reichert at  TSReichert@aol.com.  Please don’t forget postage of $5 for single items or $7 

for two or more items should be added on all orders (except patches, coins, tattoos, & lapel pin—please send 

$1 postage.) 

 

Fighter pilot songs (Rated PG-13) on professional CDs and/or tapes are available at $20 each (including S&H) 

from World-renowned military songwriter and balladeer, and fellow HEADHUNTER, Dick Jonas.  Contact him at: 

Erosonic; PO Box 1226; Chino Valley, AZ 86323-1226, or from his web site at   www.erosonic.com 

 
 

 

 

 

ellow Headhunter Col Jack Broughton (Ret), famous au-

thor of bestsellers Thud Ridge and Going Downtown, has 

a new book out.  Rupert Red Two is another great book 

which complements the others of his combat experience in Korea 

and Vietnam.  The on-line write-up reads as follows: 

 

“In 1945 Second Lieutenant Jack Broughton graduated from        

West Point with the silver pilot wings of a newly commis-

sioned member of the Army Air Corps.  Nearly thirty years 

later, he retired as a full colonel in the United States Air 

Force, an entity that didn't even exist when he first learned 

to fly.  Along the way Colonel Broughton saw duty in virtu-

ally every fighter aircraft the Air Corps and then Air Force 

had to offer. 

 

He experienced the birth and coming of age of the U.S. Air 

Force and its bloodying in combat in Korea and Vietnam.  

In this, his third book, Broughton offers readers what is vir-

tually a biography of the U. S. Air Force as it was experi-

enced by one of its finest combat leaders. 

 

From his initial duty in postwar Germany as part of the 

American occupation, to air-to-air combat in Korea, to his 

command of the Thunderbirds and two combat tours in Vietnam, Broughton describes what it is to meet 

the enemy in the air--and to fly some of the best-known aircraft in combat.” 

 

lthough this 352-page hardbound book is on Amazon's list, it should be at your corner bookstore.  However, 

the quickest, best on-line delivery source is zenithpress.com.  Go to the site, search for Broughton, and both 

Rupert Red Two and Thud Ridge will pop up for order. 
 

  HEADHUNTER PUBLISHES NEW BOOK 

F 

 

A 



 

9 

 

 

 

 

“Jay--thanks again for your continued work keeping the Headhunters informed.  After Commanding the 523 FS 

at Cannon (and then sadly inactivating the unit), I have retired and am now in Texas working for Lockheed Mar-

tin Aeronautics Company.  Miss flying the mighty Viper, but don't miss donning gas masks too much. Here's my 

updated contact info for the newsletter & website.  Thanks, [Lt Col Brad Kearney] Opie   ...What is good?” 

 

**************** 

 

“Recently separated from the active duty world and literally crossed the street into the Fighter Associate Unit 

(USAFR) at Shaw where I have been now for almost 4 years.  Active duty was a great adventure—now its on to 

see what else is out there while still getting to fly the Viper....best of both worlds!  Take Care, "Buster" Maj 

Scott Clyman, USAFR;  307 FS/ DET 1; Shaw AFB, SC” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(This looks exactly like my office—ask Bonnie!!) 

 

 rapid and dependable form of communication is very important to any organization, including our Asso-

ciation.  E-mail for those of us who have computers fits the bill!  We have a Master E-mail List with 

about 700 Headhunters on it.  If you haven’t received an e-mail message from me within the last 2 or 3 

weeks, I’ve never had you on the list, or you’ve been removed for multiple types of “fatal errors.”  In either case, 

please beam a quick message over to me so I can update our list.  I only use it maybe once a month or so for im-

portant information.  Either   Juvat1@knology.net   or  JayBird@80FSHeadhunters.org   will work for me.  

I use both of these addresses interchangeably, so please allow both of these to bypass your SPAM blockers and 

let me in!  Thanks. 
 

lso, when you’re on the computer, please stop by our web site and update your information on the 

Headhunter List Page.  If you notice, about 5 years ago I started tacking the month and year (e.g.  12/07) 

at the end of your information when it was posted.   There is some really old info there, as many entries have no 

date!  Please update using the web site form provided, and let your Buds know your most current info!!  Thanks. 
 

LAST MINUTE NEWS! 

head headhunter corner 

 

A 

A 
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Ready, ready…pickle!! 
 

We take great pride in announcing the birth of the world's youngest HEADHUNTERS! 

 

 

-mail received 29 October: “Jaybird-  Just a quick e-mail to catch you up with what has been going on late-

ly.  I finished up my penance tour at the Pentagon in April and moved to Utah with a brief stopover in 

Phoenix for requalification in the Viper.  It was great being back at Luke and seeing all of the bros who are now 

instructors there.  We barely got the house settled in Utah when our twin daughters, Kylie and Keira, arrived.  

They have made the transition back to the operational world even more interesting - I never realized how the 

lack of sleep affects a person.  Looking forward to catching up with all of the Juvats, whether in the States or in 

the desert.  If anyone makes it out to Hill, feel free to look us up.  Timothy & Mairead Gosnell; 171 W 700 S; 

Layton, UT  84041  c: (623) 341-3013 [Signed] ‘Goose’” 

 

Congratulations to Goose & Mairead on their twin girls!! 
 

 

 
 

-mail received 16 December: “Hi everyone!  I know most of 

you have already heard, but Gunner Mitchell May was “On 

Target, On Time” when he was born on his due date last Thursday.  

What do you expect from the offspring of two Viper drivers? He 

was 5lbs 15oz.  The whole May family is Code 1 (that means we’re 

in good shape for all you non-pilot types).  Just wanted to attach a 

few pictures. [one at left]  Cheers!  [Melissa ‘SHOCK’ and Mike 

‘Mach’] The Mays”  [Ed note] Yep, that’s right—both SHOCK & 

Mach are F-16 pilots.  Shock was our 2nd female pilot in the 80th 

FS back in 2001, and both she and her husband are currently sta-

tioned at the Air Force Academy. 

 

 

Congratulations to Mike & SHOCK on their new “Mach 2”!! 

THE STORK CORNER! 

 

E 

E 
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ast, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all                                        

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS, who we know of, that have made their last takeoff in 

this lifetime since our last newsletter. 

 

 
 

  Headhunter    Time in 80th   Last Takeoff 

  Capt John P. Carter   WWII/LTM   05 Aug 2007 

  Lt Col Uriel B. “Pappy” Alford Korea    27 Oct 2007 

  Maj Norbert C. Ruff   WWII/LTM   28 Nov 2007 

 

 

 

-Mail received 27 Oct: “Dear Colonel, Just a note to inform you of the passing of my father [Lt Col Uriel 

B. Alford] Pappy.  He took off on his last mission early this morning.  We are sorry to see him go and will 

miss him dearly.  However we are relieved that he is no longer suffering.  If you would like to contact me feel 

free to respond to this e-mail or the following e-mail address  <malford@nevp.com> .  Mike Alford; Pappy's 

son” 

  

 

 

n behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to these families our deepest sympathies and 

sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these individuals made to the Squadron and our 

Country.  May they rest in Peace and forever Soar with the Eagles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

***************************** 

 

HEADHUNTERS AT REST 

L 

E 

O 

May God bless and keep them in His Flight forever. 
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The next regular issue of the HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 May 2008. 
The Headhunter Headlines is the official newsletter of the 80

th
 Fighter Squadron Headhunters Association, Inc., 

a non-profit, tax exempt, War Veterans’ Organization. 

 Copyright 2008, all rights reserved. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Fort Walton Beach, here we come 2-5 October!!  
(Please block on your calendars and check our web site for details)  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Col Jay E. "JayBird" Riedel, USAF (Ret)  
The “Head Headhunter” 

 
 

 
 

 80th Fighter Squadron 

 “HEADHUNTERS" 
       905 Arapaho Ct 

 Columbus, GA 31904 

 

             ADDRESS SERVICE 

                   REQUESTED 

                

  
 

 

Presidents’ Day  –  18 February St Patrick’s Day  –  17 March Easter  –  23 March 
Valentine’s Day  –  14 February       

 

  

 

 


