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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 
 

Bonnie & I hope this newsletter finds all of you in the very best of health & happiness in this new year of 2009! 
 

 

 

 

 
Release No. 10-16-08;  Oct. 31, 2008;  New law allows veterans' salutes during anthem 

WASHINGTON (AFRNS) -- Veterans and active-duty military not in uniform can now render the mili-

tary-style hand salute during the playing of the national anthem, thanks to changes in federal law that 

took effect this month.  "The military salute is a unique gesture of respect that marks those who have 

served in our nation's armed forces," said Dr. James B. Peake, secretary of Veterans Affairs.  "This pro-

vision allows the application of that honor in all events involving our nation's flag."  The new provision 

improves upon a little known change in federal law last year that authorized veterans to render the mili-

tary-style hand salute during the raising, lowering or passing of the flag, but it did not address salutes 

during the national anthem.  Last year's provision also applied to service members while not in uniform.  

Traditionally, members of the nation's veterans service organizations have rendered the hand-salute dur-

ing the national anthem and at events involving the national flag while wearing their organization's offi-

cial head-gear.  The most recent change, authorizing hand-salutes during the national anthem by veterans 

and out-of-uniform military personnel, was sponsored by Sen. Jim Inhofe of Oklahoma, an Army veteran.  

It was included in the Defense Authorization Act of 2009, which President Bush signed Oct. 14.  The 

earlier provision authorizing hand-salutes for veterans and out-of-uniform service members during the 

raising, lowering or passing of the flag, was contained in the National Defense Authorization Act of 

2008, which took effect Jan. 28, 2008. (Courtesy of VA News)  

 

 

 

 

ur next reunion planning is well underway! The location, date and hotel have been finalized—please 

block 13-16 May 2010 on your calendars, and check out the Crowne Plaza hotel in Colorado 

Springs information on our web site’s Reunion Page!  Mr Ray Casey and his Military Reunion Plan-

ners are hosting this reunion for us.  Check out their web site at  www.militaryreunionplanners.com   We 

look forward to working with Ray and going to the beautiful Crowne Plaza Hotel!  Check it out at:   

www.ichotelsgroup.com/h/d/cp/1/en/hotel/cossp?rpb=hotel&crUrl=/h/d/cp/1/en/hotelsearchresults 

 

  

  

MODIFIED LAW FOR SALUTING   

NEXT REUNION—COLORADO SPRINGS!! 

O 
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n an e-mail received 7 December, Lt Col Steve "Stickey" Hickey wrote: “Just because the squadron de-

ployed to Alaska for a month of live drops and [F-15] Eagle schwacking didn't mean the Kunsan Air 

Show would be a [35
th

 Fighter Sq] Tooey only affair.  The Juvats ensured approximately 50,000 Koreans 

learned about the rich Headhunter heritage and had an opportunity to wear the Juvat gold and black.  Capt Josh 

"Shank" King and SSgt Jonnie Parks put together a sales and education booth at the on-base static display site 

while Capt Betsy "Dime" Dombert sold t-shirts at the Gunsan Auto Exposition airshow site, about a mile 

northwest of base.  1Lt Brad "Mr" Zimmerman pitched in and helped set up the booth the morning after arrival, 

before being cut loose to catch some much needed sleep.  In all, the squadron sold over $1,100 worth of t-shirts, 

squadron memorabilia, and food.  The highlight of the two days was a visit by Gunsan City mayor, Mr. Moon, 

dong-Shin.  Mayor Moon left the airshow knowing full well "What is Good?" [signed] Stickey  

 

 

I 

  

SQUADRON SPREADS GOODWILL AT KUNSAN AIR SHOW  

(L-R) SSgt Jonnie Parks' husband, SSgt Parks, Capt Josh "Shank" King 

man the static display site booth 

  

Headhunter/Juvat history picture board (in English and Hangul) 

Stickey, Shank, & Jonnie ask Mayor Moon "What is Good?" Lt Col Steve "Stickey" Hickey (L) & Capt Josh "Shank" King (R) 

introduce a young Korean to snaking 
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-mail received 7 November:  “Dear Sir, My name is May Lou 

and I am writing a memoir about my life in China.  Part of the 

book was stories of my father, who was captured to Japan to 

do forced labor during WWII.  In Nov, 1945, he told me, he boarded an 

American landing ship called "Homesick Angel" and was escorted to 

China.  While doing research in hope of finding some info on this ship, 

I discovered your site.  I was just wondering if you happen to have any 

info on that landing ship or any of the WWII veterans knows anything 

about it.  My father was eternally grateful for that trip.  Thank you for 

your time, Regards, May Lou; San Diego, California   [Ed note] If anyone has any information for May, please 

contact her at her e-mail address  loumeiying@yahoo.com   Thanks. 

 

 

-mail received 8 November: “Jay-  The Vietnam Memorial 

at Angel Fire, NM was founded in 1968 by the  Westphall 

family in memory of their son who was killed in Vietnam.  This 

was the nation's first Vietnam Memorial.  After a great deal 

of effort to perpetuate the Memorial, it is now New Mexico's 33rd 

State  Park.  I am a member of a Veterans Foundation founded to 

support the Memorial and memorialize all Veterans Service to 

their country.  The Foundation has recently initiated a Walk of 

Honor at the 

Memorial con-

sisting of individual bricks containing the names, Service, 

and dates of service of veterans with Stars identifying those 

who were POW's or KIA.  Bricks can be ordered by anyone 

wishing to Honor a veteran or Service Member 

(www.angelfirememorial.com for order blanks).  Attached 

are photos of the walk and individual bricks.  Thought this 

might be of interest to other Headhunters.  William "Hoot" 

Gibson (Col Ret); PO Box 975; Angel Fire,  NM  87710; 

(575)377-1082” 

 

 

-mail received 16 November: “Hi, My name is Howard Spicer.  I was a crew chief for the 80TFS at Yoko-

ta in 1970 and 71 on the F-4C.  This was one of the most memorable times that I look back on fondly.  

After operations at Yokota ended was sent to Okinawa to finish my tour while the 80th went on to Kunsan.  I 

now work as a Test Lab Technician helping to develop auto seals.  Until about 2 years ago had the pleasure of 

working with an engineer named Thomas Willet, the nephew of Gordon Willett whose memoirs you recently 

posted [on our web site at  http://www.80fsheadhunters.org/wwii%20memoirs.htm ].  When Tom first told 

me of his uncle's service I asked if it was with the 80th and he did not know, but soon if I asked if he ever men-

tioned the Headhunters Tom remembered immediately.  Some time later Tom emailed me a picture of Gordon’s 

original flight jacket with Headhunter patch.  I am attaching the picture for you to see and use on this website if 

you desire.  Thank you for this site.  [signed] Howard Spicer”  [Ed note]  The great photo of our LTM Gordon 

Willett’s original Flight Jacket is posted on the web site above with his memoirs.  Thanks to all for both! 

THE MAIL BAG 
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-mail received 22 November: “From Camp Victory in Iraq - Happy Thanksgiving to all 

Headhunters/Juvats!  I know the three [first 3 in Headhunters at Rest Section] that left us were 

singing the Air Force song as they pulled the gear up and soared into the clouds.  Dave Carlton; TIGR Help 

Desk Admin; Victory Base Complex, Iraq.  Juvat Class of '89” 

 

-mail received 28 November: “Dear Col Riedel,  I wanted to update you and the rest of the Headhunters 

on the status of Maj Bill Sieber, USAF ret.  My sister, brother and I moved Dad out to a nursing home in 

Roseville, CA from the VA home in Stonybrook, NY, last winter.  Mom's (Mary)  health wasn't great and we 

wanted her closer to us.  I'm a Physical Therapist and home so she moved in with me last Feb. in Vail, AZ.  She 

went thru 5 hospitalizations in as many months and passed away on June 14, (Flag day) 2008.  We all went back 

to Long Island for a memorial, so that Dad could see all his old friends.  Bill and Mary were married for 57 

years.  Mary was the love of Bills' life and needless to say Moms' passing is devastating.  We are all proud 

of Bills'  service to this great country.  No one was more proud of Bill than Mary.  Dad is proud to be a 

Headhunter.   I know they both enjoyed a big blowout Reunion in GA some years ago.  As you may remember 

Bill had a skiing accident in '89 that left him with significant head injury.  He has difficulty being understood 

when he speaks but if someone takes the time to listen, he will repeat and get himself understood.  If there are 

any Headhunters in the Roseville area that might want to stop in and pass a little time with him, Bills' address 

is;  Roseville Care Center; 1161 Cirby Way; Roseville, CA 95661.  My brother Bill, sees Dad and gets him out 

quite a lot.  Younger Bills ph# is 916-773-2079.  Thank you, Sir for all you and your Headhunters have done 

and continue to do.  God bless you, with smooth flying in blue skies.  Sincerely, Lori Sieber”  [Ed note] Bill 

Sieber is one of our Korean-era LTM’s.  We all wish him well, and if any of our members are in the Roseville, 

CA neighborhood, please stop in to see “Wild Bill”!! 

 

-mail received 30 November: “Hello, Let me begin with a BIG THANK YOU for your and the others ser-

vices over there.  I have a Navy son and a son-in-law in the Air Force.  Let me start this e-mail from the 

beginning.  I was doing a search of Hollandia on E-bay.  They had a 80th Fighter Sq. patch saying Hollandia.  It 

showed a palm tree and a plane crashing.  There was an airfield near Hollandia by Lake Sentani.  My father was 

a Carpenters Mate based in Hollandia, but they were really camped just 20 minutes out side the main base but in 

the direction of Lake Sentani.  He was there in 1945 to 46.  At least he says he spent his birthday here and his 

birthday is Dec. 26.  He may have been on a different island  earlier.  He was also at Los Negros and Manus Is-

lands.  He built Quonset huts in Hollandia and as he says it, "I did what they told me to do."  He remembers 

there were planes in trees and wrecks all around.  He had never seen things like this before.  Why I am writing is 

there were US pilots at the air field, and I was wondering if it was your group or if another group you might 

know who.  These pilots would take sailors up with them when they tested out the planes after they repaired 

them.  At 83 almost 84 yrs old now this is one of the memories my dad remembers quite well.  It was a highlight 

of his time serving on the islands.  Soooo IF  it is your group since squad name and such info was not let out, 

then I wanted to say THANK YOU VERY MUCH!!!!!!!!  Little or no info is shown anywhere on regular Car-

penter Mates in the Navy.  If you were a Seabee that’s different.  I even saw one of their websites that said Car-

penter Mates were really Seabees and were miss identified.  NO NOT MY Dad he was regular Navy.  He re-

members a place called LA-BA-DA-BA.  I think there was a place by Port Moresby with a similar name  but 

starting with an (H).  Do you or any of your squad remember any sailors over on the islands?  If so are there any 

photos?  Carpenters Mate had a patch with the crow and crossed hammers.  I was just wondering you don’t 

know if you don’t ask.  Thank you so much for listening and any help you may be able to offer.  My father land-

ed on Hollandia in a craft the front folded down.  So I found one for him a model for Christmas.  Next year I 

want to find a Model of an Army cargo truck and jeep.  These were both on the islands and when he 1st learned 

E 

E 
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to drive this is what he learned on.  So they’re special.  I am hoping to get Canvas prints of 2 ships my Dad was 

on.  Since he was land based he did guard duty on 2 ships during transport.  USS General M.L. Hersey from 

Treasure Island base in the US and the USS Half Moon coming home from war to San Pedro.  He helped build 

several bases.  Sampson Naval Training base for 12 weeks he even before going to Great Lakes.  Sampson at 

that time had no class photos or even docks.  His barracks were next to the lake.  Again THANK YOU for all 

your help.  ALSO for being kind enough to listen.  Sincerely, Mrs. Tina Pratt”         [Ed note] If any of our WWII 

members remember giving rides to sailors at Hollandia, please contact Tina at her e-mail address  

momtina8888@yahoo.com    Thanks! 

 

-mail received 13 December: “Jaybird, Just a quick update.  I just took over the F-16 ETSS job in Poznan, 

Poland.  I'll be upgrading their pilots until they can be self sufficient.  It's quite a transition for them from 

the Mig-21 and Su-22 to a very advanced Blk 52 with all the toys.  Stacie and the twins are here and we are try-

ing to adapt.  If you visit, wear black shoes, pants, shirts, coat, scarf and hat.  Oh, and you can walk down the 

side of dark roads at night like that too!!  Anyway, my email address still works but the new mailing address is: 

Lt Col Erik Drake; Unit 5010; DPO, AE  09730.  That goes to the US Embassy in Warsaw and they send it to 

us.  There are only three US personnel here, so we are a bit removed from the main stream.  We'll be in touch.  

WIG !!  Digger”  [Ed note]  I answered back, “Thanks for the update, Digger--got it entered.  Sounds like you 

have quite an interesting job!!  Any chance of you getting a ride in a MiG?”  He replied, “Hopefully, not sure 

when though.  I will at least get to fight against them for the first time.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

to you as well.  We will be in Garmish for Xmas and possibly Prague for New Years.  Trying to take advantage 

of the tour!!!!”  

 

-mail received 21 December: “Jaybird.  Many Ho Ho Ho's right back to you and yours.  I remember 

Christmas 1950 as I had just reported to 5TH AF in Japan and was lucky enough to get assigned to the 

80th Fighter Bomber Squadron.  In those days we flew our missions from Itazuke due to the Puson Perimeter 

thing. It was as cold there then as it is now here in the Sierra foothills.  Snow is O.K. only if you live in Ver-

mont. Have a wonderful 2009, Archie Caldwell LTM” 

 

-mail received 21 December: “Thanks much and a Merry Christmas to you and  Bonnie and all of your 

family  a Happy, Safe and Prosperous New Year!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  Also, my prayers are with those in harms 

way for us - volunteers - all over the world - and in places that in many cases are so secret that no one knows!!!  

Also, very much on my mind and in my prayers are the over 40 Headhunters that were lost in Korea - '50 - '53.  I 

have etched in my mind a night mission I flew on Christmas eve '52 (saw lights on in Pyongyang!) and two mis-

sions on Christmas day!!  The Lord looked after you and me and a lot of others!!!!!!!!  Jerry and Marty [Min-

ton].” 
 

-mail received 21 December: “Jay, glad to see you are [getting rid of your house phone] simplifying life! 

 Wish I could do the same.  I hope this year finds you safe secure and happy.  Best of wishes for you in 

the new year.  I don’t say this often enough to those who have taken on huge tasks only for the reward of 

doing some good in this world.  I truly appreciate all your efforts in keeping the Headhunter organization alive. 

 I seriously don’t know how you do it, but you do it very well and if it weren’t for you, there probably wouldn’t 

be a Headhunter organization.  Thank you, Paul Smith – Prez”  [Ed note]  Thanks for the good words, Prez—

they are truly appreciated.  Yours is one of many messages I’ve received, and I thank you all.  Keeping track of 

you all is like trying to herd cats, but I enjoy it!   

 

E 
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-mail received 21 December: “Jaybird, And my best to you as well.  I have returned from my second one-

year tour of duty in Iraq, the last one with the Department of State, and have taken a position with HQ 

AFMC as the A30.  [signed Col Kurt Grabey] “Route” 

 

-mail received 21 December: “Hi Jay: Happy and pleasant holiday season to you and your family.  Our 

prayers are with our military around the world.  Regards, Dick and Mich Abbott” 

 

-mail received 23 December: “Jaybird, Thanks for the warm wishes and Becky and I wish you and Bonnie 

the same.  I am having a hoot here in Blacksburg, VA at my alma mater, Virginia Tech.  Almost as much 

fun as flying fighters!  Have a Merry Christmas and a great 2009!  [signed Rusty Walden] Waldo” 

 

 

 

 

 

o you have an old, frazzled flag that's no longer fit for display, that's laying around your office 

or home and you just don't know what to do with it?  Then send it to us!  We will properly dis-

pose of it according to federal laws.  Who are we?  Visit our website at 

http://www.kitchentablegang.org for details about us and what we are doing to help veterans and our soldiers 

overseas, and giving proper respect for ol' glory.  The Kitchen Table Gang Trust will retire your tattered, worn 

out and frayed American flags with full honors!  Anything else is desecration!  Just send your flags to the not-

for-profit Kitchen Table Gang Trust; 42922 Avenue 12; Madera, CA 93638-8866 and we'll dispose of your flags 

in a proper and dignified manner with full honors and dignity pursuant to the United States Flag Code Section 

8K (PL93-344).  The Kitchen Table Gang (formed over 16 years ago) is a "rag-tag" bunch of patriotic military 

types helping hospitalized veterans and our soldiers and Marines overseas with "Care" packages.  Our flag re-

tirement ceremonies are held on Flag Day, June 14th each year and are conducted by MGySgt Daniel Kelley 

USMC and an all volunteer military honor guard with Eagle Boy Scouts assisting.  The Kitchen Table Gang 

Trust also has a nationally recognized educational program for our young people and students, teaching them the 

history, traditions and respect for our national emblem.  When you send us a flag, please enclose a donation for 

this service which allows us to continue and expand our many patriotic programs.  We do good things with your 
contributions (just ask any veteran or military service organization).  We are located at the junction of Highway 41 and 

Avenue 12 just down from the world famous red, white, and blue barn (with the fifty golden stars on the roof) on the way 

to Yosemite National Park.  Please, send us your flags!  Charles Taliaferro ctaliaferro@hughes.net   KITCHEN 

TABLE GANG TRUST; 42922 Avenue 12; Madera, CA  93636-8866” 

 
 


 

If you would like to make a tax deductible contribution to one of your favorite organizations, our own 80
th

 Fighter 

Squadron Headhunters’ Association qualifies!  Now is the time for your 2009 tax year.  Just mail to our address on the 

front cover, and you’ll receive a receipt for your tax records if required.  Thank you. 

 

FROM                         FOR, OR IN MEMORY OF                                    AMOUNT 

Lt Col Clif Birchman    Newsletter postage      $50 
 

Friends are those rare people who ask how we are, and then wait to hear the answer. 
 

E 

E 
E 
E 

OLD FLAG DISPOSAL   
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mailto:ctaliaferro@hughes.net


 

7 

(Our thanks to Korean War-era LTM Jerry Minton for these great photos!) 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KOREAN WAR 80TH FBS PHOTOS!! 

  

Maj Chuck Loring (L) horsing around with Maj Franklin Smith early Nov 

52.  Loring was lost 22 Nov and received Medal of Honor 

Jesse Allen, now an LTM and retired Maj 

Gen, suiting up for a mission 

 

 Wood (L) and Perry returning from a mission 

Jerry Minton (L) and Blaney.  Jerry is one of our 

LTMs 

  

Minton after his fini flight.  Note the Yellow Squadron 

helmet with the 80 FBS logo—and the champagne!! 

Frank Ray with his F-80C 
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t gives us great pleasure to welcome these 3 new members to our ranks for the first time (in the order of 

“signing up” since 1 November).  Equally rewarding are the many members, not shown here, who have 

rejoined after 1, 2, 3, up to 17 years absence!   Welcome to all!  At press time we have 290 Yearly, plus 

696 LifeTime Members (LTMs)—986 Total!! 
 

   Here is the roll call of our new members—with their time in the 80th: 
         Capt Mark R. Morrell (02 – 03)   Col Dale A. Rook (53 – 54) 

 Col Scott Walker (Juvat) 
 

riends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change and/or Master 

E-mail & Fax List Change (enclosed), give 'em a call, write 'em a letter, or beam an e-mail 

message over to them.  Or better yet, ask them to meet you at the next reunion 13-16 May of 

2010 in Colorado Springs!  Great to have you all in formation—and what a super one it is!!  Do 

you have Headhunter friends that aren’t members?  If so, please let me have their addresses, 

and I’ll send a “Please Join Us” letter to them.  How about all of our active duty JUVATS 

in the 80th today?  Cleared to join up, Y’all!   See your SNACKO for Member Infor-

mation Forms and mailing envelopes, or contact me directly—your first year is FREE!!   

Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ur highly reliable sources in strategically placed key positions around the 

globe have informed us that Lt Gen Phil Breedlove, our 80
th

 Commander 2 

Jun 93 - 1 Jun 94, took command of 3rd AF last July. 

 

 

ur deep undercover moles in clandestine positions in highly sensitive areas have 

also reported to us that Lt Col Jim Cluff took command of the 17th Reconnais-

sance Squadron also last July.  They're the only squadron that flies both MQ-1 Pred-

ators and MQ-9 Reapers. 

 

 

ther information filtering in from our field operatives report that Col Willie 

Brandt, former 80
th

 Squadron DO, is the 432d Ops Group Commander oversee-

ing those Predators & Reapers. 
 

To reach a port we must sail, sometimes with the wind, sometimes against it. 

But we must not drift or lie at anchor.   – Oliver Wendell Holmes 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

I 
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  LATEST INTELLIGENCE FROM AROUND THE WORLD 
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arrell “Doc” Lambert, one of our Juvat LTM’s, went into cardiac arrest on 10 No-

vember.  Luckily, he was at a business where there was a doctor next door and 

they got his heart restarted.  After many tests, they found that, of the 3 main ves-

sels in the heart, Doc had over 90% blockage in all 3.  That meant he had to undergo open 

heart surgery (bypass surgery) which he did on 20 November.  They did 5 bypasses on him!  

He recovered very rapidly, and went home on the 24
th

!  His wife, Debbi, who kept us all 

updated daily on Doc’s recovery, wrote, “To all of those who have sent cards so far (he's 

gotten them all) and visited, thank you so much.  He really appreciated it.  Also, thanks to 

everyone who has been praying and wishing him a speedy recovery.  It worked!  He does 

still have a long way to go, but he'll do fine.  And you can still send cards to the house!  We thank all of you for 

everything you've done for us!”  Their address is: 146 WAGGONER CT; FORT WORTH TX  76108-9513.  

[Ed note] Great to have you back, Doc!  And many thanks to Debbi for your daily updates! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

n keeping with new technology and a sign of the times, Bonnie & I have dropped our land-line home phone 

service at (706) 324-7360 as of noon 11 December.  In its place, we will be using cell phones.  Mine is: 

 

                                               JayBird: (706) 888-3113 
  

The only “loss” is our FAX machine which no longer has a landline; however, the only thing we've received on 

it in the past few years are the daily junk spam Faxes, so no big loss!!  Please update your address books--

thanks!! 

…and lastly,  
 

Let Bonnie & me be the last of many to wish you all… 
 

 
 

HURTIN’ HEADHUNTERS 

D 

 

head headhunter corner 

 

I 
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o you or your favorite Headhunter have a special day or birthday soon?  If so, consider some of these 

beautiful items from our Headhunter Store!  Get some today, and wear/use them proudly—not just at 

the reunions, but wherever you go!  It’s a great way to find other HEADHUNTERS, too!  Unless purchased 

at a reunion, a small fee of $5 for single items or $7 for two or more items should be added for shipping to 

all orders (unless otherwise noted)—we’ll take care of the “handling!” 

 

 

Curious to see what these items look like?  Check them out on our Web Site STORE Page! 

  
Blazer Emblem (men’s or ladies) $35  Golf Shirt (specify size)  $35 

  Squadron Unique Silk Tie  $39  T Shirt (specify size)  $19 

  Ladies Floppy Bow (matches tie)    $20  Squadron F-16 Litho Print   $10 

  Sq “Nickel” Coin or Keychain  $  7  White & Green Trim Hat $15 

  *Personalized Sq coffee mug  $23  All White Hat   $15 

*Personalized  Sq beer stein  $26  Black Hat   $15 

  *Mug & Stein set as above  $45  Korean-era Sq Patch  $  7 

  Headhunter Tattoos (fun!) 4 for a  $  1  Vietnam-era Sq Patch  $  7 

  Lapel Pin/Tie Tack   $  4  WWII/Current Sq Patch  $  7 

  

 

<<< CD of Headhunter Songs by the JBC…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

<<< 80th Squadron History DVD & CD set….$20 (postage included)>>> 

<<< Passing the Flame CD…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

 

* Please include name and/or callsign desired on your mug/stein (up to 20 letters), aircraft desired, and 

right/left handed with your order.  Unless otherwise stated, the current Squadron logo & your first name in 

Old English font will be on the front (handle left for right-handed drinker), and an F-16 will be on the back. 

 

Please send check to “The Headhunters”; 7723 Villa Andrade Ave; Las Vegas, NV 89131-1686 or e-mail 

orders to Tom & Shannon Reichert at  < TSReichert@aol.com >.  Please don’t forget postage of $5 for 

single items or $7 for two or more items should be added on all orders (except patches, coins, tattoos, & la-

pel pin—please send $1 postage.) 

 

Fighter pilot songs (Rated PG-13) on professional CDs and/or tapes are available at $20 each (including S&H) 

from World-renowned military songwriter and balladeer, and fellow HEADHUNTER, Dick Jonas.  Contact him at: 

Erosonic; PO Box 1226; Chino Valley, AZ 86323-1226, or from his web site at   www.erosonic.com 
 
 

Far and away the best prize that life has to offer is the chance to work hard at work worth doing. 
         -- Theodore Roosevelt 

 

HEADHUNTER STORE! 

D 



 

11 

 
 

ast, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all                                        

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS, who we know of, that have made their last takeoff in 

this lifetime since our last newsletter. 
 

  Headhunter    Time in 80th   Last Takeoff 

  Col Edward E. Nowogroski  Korea/LTM   17 Jun 2007 

  Lt Col Richard T. Durkee  Korea/LTM    18 Sep 2008 

  Robert L. Siebenthal   WWII/LTM   28 Oct 2008 

  Lt Col Verlin B. Tranter  Korea/LTM     9 Dec 2008 
 

 

-mail received 28 October: “Jay - Just a line to inform you that Robert L. Siebenthal passed away (in 

headhunter language - Last Flight) today.  He was 90 last May.  We have many happy memories of 

Headhunter Reunions.  Mavis Siebenthal” 
 

 

-mail received 10 November: “Good Morning: I am sorry to inform you that my father, Lt. Col. Richard T. 

"Durk" Durkee, passed away on September 18, 2008.  Thank you for keeping him informed of your activi-

ties during his time here.  I know he was proud to be a member of your group and to hear what was going on.  If 

you have any interesting stories about Durk to share with us, we would be happy to hear them.  Thanks again.  

Cathy Waters   < catewaters@aol.com >” 
 

 

-mail received 15 December: “After a long illness in which he was sometimes better and then not good, my 

husband spent from Thanksgiving to the 9th of December in the hospital.  He went in after a fall but having 

been otherwise ill, he went downhill quickly and died officially 12:15 AM Tuesday Dec. 9.  The funeral was 

held here in Huntsville and then another service was to be held today in Elmhurst Illinois where he'd be buried 

with military honors.  I hope everything went well because there was icy bad weather there.  Alice Tranter” 
 

n behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to these families our deepest sympathies and 

sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these individuals made to the Squadron and our 

Country.  May they rest in Peace and forever Soar with the Eagles. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

****************************** 

HEADHUNTERS AT REST 
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May God bless and keep them in His Flight forever. 
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The next regular issue of the HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 May 2009. 
The Headhunter Headlines is the official newsletter of the 80

th
 Fighter Squadron Headhunters’ Association, Inc., 

a non-profit, tax exempt, War Veterans’ Organization. 

 Copyright 2009, all rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Colorado Springs, here we come 13-16 May 2010!!  
(Blocked on your calendars?!!) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Col Jay E. "JayBird" Riedel, USAF (Ret)  
The “Head Headhunter” 

 

 
 

 80th Fighter Squadron 

 “HEADHUNTERS" 
       905 Arapaho Ct 

 Columbus, GA 31904 

 

             ADDRESS SERVICE 

                   REQUESTED 
                  

   

  
 

 

Presidents’ Day  –  16 February St Patrick’s Day  –  17 March Easter  –  12 April 
Valentine’s Day  –  14 February       

 

  

 
 

 


