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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 
 

 Bonnie & I hope this newsletter finds all of you in the very best of 

health and happiness! 
 

 

 

 

ell, our 22
nd

 reunion is now history, and what a great one it was!  Unfortunately the 

hotel started telling everyone shortly after registration began that our block of rooms 

were already full.  As we usually have 180-200 people at our reunions, this put a small 

crimp on our attendees.  However, A FEW HUNDRED of our members live within four (4) 

hours of the hotel, and wouldn’t have required a room….  Glen Hope, one of our WWII LTMs, 

came all the way from Hawaii, and others arrived from New York and other distant states.  We 

were all quite disappointed at the poor showing, as we chose Phoenix for its high concentration 

of both active and retired members.  Although we ended up with only 72 people at the banquet 

Saturday night, a great time was had by all!  Here are a few photos, and more will be up on our 

web site at: http://www.mindspring.com/~jaybirdone/headhunters/   Thanks to all who at-

tended, and we look forward to seeing all our members at the next one in the Fall of 2005 in ei-

ther Las Vegas or Fort Worth.  Your choice?  Let me know!  Watch these newsletters for details! 

 

 

  

  

MESA REUNION GREAT SUCCESS! 

W 

  

“Hans” Gantt, “Digger” Drake & “Nato” Hegtvedt 
Everyone, including Paul Murphey, enjoying 

the dinner show at the Rockin’ R Ranch 
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Our 12 golfers enjoy the beautiful Kokopelli golf course Dick Jonas strummin’ & a-pickin’ in our Hospitality Room 

All our WWII attendees take a bow Beulah the Bag Lady entertains at 

our banquet 

  

  

Kirby & Norb talking history as JayBird & John 

Shannon listen 

Friends enjoy each other’s company at our Saturday 

night Banquet 
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he Defense Department announced today (Feb 09, 2004) the creation of the Korean 

Defense Service Medal (KDSM).  The KDSM is a service medal to give special 

recognition for the sacrifices and contributions made by members of the U.S. armed 

forces who have served or are serving in the Republic of Korea.  Public Law 107-314 legislated 

the creation of a new medal to recognize military service in the Republic of Korea and the sur-

rounding waters.  Members of the armed forces authorized the KDSM must have served in sup-

port of the defense of the Republic of Korea.  The area of eligibility encompasses all land area of 

the Republic of Korea, and the contiguous water out to 12 nautical miles, and all air spaces above 

the land and water areas.  The KDSM period of eligibility is July 28, 1954, to a future date to be 

determined by the secretary of defense. 

 

Service members must have been assigned, attached, or mobilized to units operating in the area 

of eligibility and have been physically deployed in the area of eligibility for 30 consecutive or 60 

non-consecutive days or meet one of the following criteria: 

 

·        Be engaged in actual combat during an armed engagement, regardless of the time in the 

area of eligibility. 

 

·        Is wounded or injured in the line of duty and requires medical evacuation from the area of 

eligibility. 

 

·      While participating as a regularly assigned air crewmember flying sorties into, out of, with-

in, or over the area of eligibility in support of military operations.  Each day that one or more sor-

ties are flown in accordance with these criteria shall count as one day toward the 30 or 60-day 

requirement. 

 

·        Personnel who serve in operations and exercises conducted in the area of eligibility are 

considered eligible for the award as long as the basic time criteria is met.  Due to the extensive 

time period for KDSM eligibility, the nonconsecutive service period for eligibility remains cu-

mulative throughout the entire period. 

 

The KDSM may be awarded posthumously, and only one award of the KDSM is authorized for 

any individual.  Each military department will prescribe appropriate regulations for 

administrative processing, awarding and wearing of the KDSM and ribbon for their 

service members, to include application procedures for veterans, retirees, and next-of-kin. 

 

More than 40,000 members of the U.S. armed forces have served in the Republic of Korea or the 

waters adjacent thereto each year since the signing of the cease-fire agreement in July 1953, 

which established the Demilitarized Zone.  For more than 50 years, U.S. Armed Forces' efforts to 

deter and defend the Korean Peninsula have helped maintain democracy and preserve the in-

domitable spirit of freedom.” 

 

 

DoD Announces Korean Defense Service Medal 

“T 
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id you know that after North Korea invaded South Korea on 25 June 1950, the 80th was 

the first American unit to employ jet fighters in combat, and only 10 days later on 5 July 

1950, the 80th's commander, Maj Amos L. Sluder, became the first American pilot to 

give his life in the new war when his F-80 was hit by a tank shell during an attack on an enemy 

column. 

 

 

 

t gives us great pleasure to welcome these 13 new members to our ranks for the first time 

(in the order of “signing up” since 1 February).  Equally rewarding are the many members 

who have rejoined after 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 or even 11 years absence!   Welcome to 

all!  At press time we have 398 Yearly, plus 581 LifeTime Members (LTMs)—979 Total!! 
 

Here is the roll call of our new members—with their time in the 80th: 
Col Charles R. Dougherty (62 – 64)  Capt Cameron K. Lambert (03 – 04) 

Joseph L. McNulty (Brother-Korea)  S/Sgt Sidney L. Crank (WWII) 

William J. Kyle (Juvats)   Brig Gen Mervin M. Taylor (1951) 

1Lt Matthew Acer (02 – 03)   Lt Col Stanley J. Drozdz (1984) 

Lt Col T. Patrick Flanagan (73 – 74)  Maj Timothy A. Gosnell (99 – 00) 

Lt Col Hanspeter Zimmermann (Vietnam) Capt Shamsher S. Mann (Juvats) 

Lt Col E. Dwain Houck (70 – 71)   

 

riends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change 

and/or Mas- ter E-mail & Fax List Change (enclosed), give 'em a call, write 'em a letter, or 

beam an e-mail message over to them.  Or better yet, ask them to meet you at the next reunion 

in the Fall of 2005!  Great to have you all in formation—and what a super one it is!!  Do you 

have Headhunter friends that aren’t members?  If so, please let me have their addresses, and I’ll 

send a “Please Join Us” letter to them.  How about all of our active duty JUVATS in the 80th 

today?  Cleared to join up, Y’all!   See your SNACKO for Member Information Forms and 

mailing envelopes, or contact me directly—Thank you! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

-mail received 26 January:  “Dear Col. Riedel, 

I am the person who made the telephone call 

to you Friday.  Jerry Minton suggested I call 

and introduce myself.  My brother was 1st Lt. Richard 

L. McNulty, an F-80 pilot with the Headhunters, who 

was lost over Yangdok, North Korea, January 16, 

1952.  As a member of a POW/MIA family associa-

tion, I have been actively involved in the search for the 

missing from the Korean War.  I am vice president of 

Did You Know? 

D 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

I 

 

F 

THE MAIL BAG 

E 
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the Korea/Cold War Families of the Missing, which was formed last year.  As you probably 

know, the Department of Defense has devoted more time and money in the past decade to a full 

accounting and has conducted searches for remains in North Korea since 1996.  For 2004, con-

tracts have signed with the North Koreans for five searches.  Jerry had much to say about your 

organization and its activities.  I was impressed by your web page and recognized one name from 

your membership, Ed Jones of Coronado, CA.  Ed was being rotated to Germany when he visited 

my parents, who have since died, in Rhode Island.  We deeply appreciated the time he took to say 

hello and to give some details on my brother’s loss.  I wanted to let you know that Dick is still 

part of the 80th, and I will do whatever I can to keep that memory alive.  Please let me know 

what contribution I can make to the association.  As I use a computer at the public library, there 

will be a delay in the response to email.  The purchase of a computer is on the agenda.  [Signed] 

Joe McNulty; 8 Cranberry Run; Wakefield, RI 02879.  Phone: (401) 783-3253  Email: 

jmcn29@yahoo.com [Ed note] See Letter received 10 February below. 

 

-mail received 1 February: “Dear Jay, I was in Grand Targy, Wyoming skiing last week. I 

found a keychain that says "Headhunters 80th FTR SQ" with the Headhunters emblem. On 

the back it says ‘You will always be a JUVAT no matter where you go’ with the name "ROCKO" 

etched on the back.  I would like to give this back to whoever it belongs to.  I am sure it means 

something as I was looking what the Headhunters was all about on the internet. Could you help 

me find who this belongs to.  Thank you, Gary Everts”  [Ed note] There is only one “Rocko” on 

our 1874-person Master Roster-- Capt John W. Eller, a Headhunter from 97-98.  We contacted 

him, confirmed his address, and returned his keychain to him after having Gary Everts mail to 

us.  We told Gary it was great to know there are good people out there who go out of their way to 

do the right thing—he was one of those people. 

 

-mail received 10 February:  “JayBird, I just got the letter about the Juvat coin I lost a couple 

of weeks ago.  Thanks for contacting me.  I couldn't believe I misplaced it because that was 

the original coin I had received on my first tour.  I had to get a friend currently in Korea for his 

second Juvat tour to send me a new one.  The address you have is current; however, I will be 

moving to Eglin to work in the 86th FTS in May.  I won't be able to make the reunion because 

Kayce and I are expecting a little girl around April 19.  I am sending you this year’s dues with all 

our current information.  I apologize for letting my membership lapse and am extremely grateful 

for you contacting me about the coin.  Once again, thanks.  V/R "Rocko" Capt John W. Eller 

389 FS.” 

 

etter received 10 February: “Dear Jay, Enclosed please find a check for fifty dollars.  

Twenty-five is for a LifeTime Membership in the 80
th

 Fighter Squadron Headhunters Associ-

ation and twenty-five to a memorial for my brother, 1/Lt Richard Lee McNulty.  My membership 

allows me to keep Dick’s name alive and recognize his contribution to the 80
th

 Fighter-Bomber 

Squadron during the Korean War.  He was proud to wear the Air Force wings and proud of his 

Squadron’s achievements.  I appreciate the Association’s invitation to join, and, in particular, 

your warm welcome.  Sincerely, Joe McNulty” [Ed note] Glad to have Joe with us!  Please see 

additional information in the Contributions Received Section below. 

 

-mail received 11 February:  “Hi Jay, I read about this reunion and long to be there...but alas 

that ain’t about to happen!  I will certainly be there with you in spirit from afar and will raise 

a glass of wonderment and toast you all.  Please send my kindest regards to all the great 80th 

folks; tell em all if they ever come to South Africa, I would be most hurt and offended if they do 

E 

E 

L 

E 
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not come and visit  in Hermanus and let me show them around this very beautiful area.  I will 

give them fine food and fabulous wine, and they will meet a selection of interesting people.  Tell 

all the hunters among them that SA offers grand and fabulous opportunities to hunt and ending 

with a visit of a few days to Hermanus is a sensible thing to do.  Please give Kirbs [Kirby] a big 

hug for me and ask all the fellas to do likewise for me.......lets see if Kirbs can cope with dozens 

of hugs...hehehe!!  The alterations to the house are nearing the end and this is true nightmare 

time....the only room in the house that is not invaded by builders/tilers/carpenters is the down-

stairs bathroom and it's too small to set my 'puter up in, move a bed into, and have both dogs 

with me, so I sit here surrounded by possessions stacked to the ceiling with noise and dust.  It 

ain’t ideal.  The only one who seems blissfully happy and unperturbed by the mess and fuss is my 

little Labrador puppy. 

Each day I get stronger and stamina and fitness is returning.  My hair is starting to grow back and 

the bald patches are not as obvious.  

Take care all of you.  I miss my American friends a lot.  I miss America.  Please keep in touch. 

God Bless America.  --penny--- (with a smile from the southern tip of Africa:-)  (Ed note) Penny 

is recovering from breast cancer, and is well on her way to complete recovery and 100% MR! 

 

etter received 26 March from one of our new members, Brig Gen Mervin M. Taylor: “My 

twin brother (Lt Irvin E. Taylor) was shot down over Kuni Ri, North Korea on his 80
th

 com-

bat mission on 13 July 1951.  He has not been returned to the U.S.  He was Assistant A Flight 

Commander.  We flew many combat missions together and as you can imagine, a great loss.  

Isn’t it ironic that he was on his 80
th

 mission in the 80
th

 Squadron flying an F-80!!!”  [Ed note] 

Gen Taylor was a Flight Commander in our Squadron in Korea from February through July 

1951.  Thank you, Sir, for sharing this information with us, and we hope some day your brother 

will finally come home. 

 

-mail received 2 April:  “Dear Jay Bird, Sorry to report that I will be unable to attend the 22-

25 April Headhunters Reunion in Mesa, AZ.  I had open-heart surgery on 25 March 04, and 

to date have not been able to convince the doctors to approve my travel to Mesa.  Would like to 

contribute the money that I sent in for the reunion to the 80th Ftr Sqdn Headhunters Association, 

Inc., in memory of 1st Lt. Robert Coffee (80th Sqdn), shot down May 8, 1952.  You can be as-

sured that I will be thinking of the 80th Ftr Sqdn and all the Headhunters lucky enough to be in 

Mesa on 22-25 April.  Have a great one.  [Signed] Sid Yahn; IceAge, Charlie Flt.”  [Ed note] 

Thanks again to Sid, one of our Korean era LTMs, for his very generous contribution to our As-

sociation.  We hope that you will be back to full “Mission Ready” status shortly! 

 

-mail received 26 April:  “Jaybird, Could you blast this message to the Headhunters, and 

maybe include it in the newsletter as well?  Thanks, Tex [Ritter] 

Headhunters, 1.  At the business meeting we voted to slightly modify Twin Tailed Lightning 

(TTL) -  with Robbie Robbins’ concurrence and that of Kirby, Norb Ruff and Paul Murphey (by 

proxy) as well as the attendees.  The thought process was this:  First, in the original song, there 

were 34 references to "they," "their" and "them."  Sometimes these were references to the Japs, 

and sometimes to the Headhunters.  This causes some confusion.  Second, based on the feeling 

that we are ALL Headhunters from Porky Cragg right down to Any Juvat we voted to amend the 

song to reflect that fact.  From now on, all references to the Headhunters become "we" and 

"our."  All references to the Japs become "they," "them" and "their."  I've attached the new ver-

sion.  Sing TTL once or twice.  I think you'll like it.  2.  Dick Jonas (dikjonas@ctaz.com) agreed 

to produce a CD featuring songs of the Headhunters.  Erik "Digger" Drake (thedrake16@cox.net 

L 

E 

E 

mailto:dikjonas@ctaz.com
mailto:thedrake16@cox.net
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623-907-0221) agreed to be the project coordinator.  The recording will be done professionally at 

Erosonic Studios in Las Cruces, using members of the Juvat Boy's Choir for the authenticity and 

sheer exuberance of it all.  For that exuberance to show through, we need a large contingent of 

singers.  If you are a current or former member of the JBC (or you just want to go sing and have a 

good time) contact Digger ASAP.  I don't know what songs will be chosen for the CD, so if you 

have an input, get with Digger.  We need to get this project cooking along. 

 

TWIN TAILED LIGHTNING 

by Robbie Robbins  (version 4.2004) 

 

In the jungles of New Guinea, the Headhunters carved our name, 

We were brave and we were fearless, downing Zeros was our game. 

From the beaches of Port Moresby, it was three miles to our drome, 

'Twas a dirt strip carved in a hillside, this is the place we called our home. 
 

Chorus: 
 

Twin Tailed Lightning, was our warplane, 

As we roamed Pacific skies, 

Searching out the sons of Nippon, 

Sending them to their demise. 
 

We were known not as a number, but as a name denoting fear, 

A tiny native was our logo, making history for all to hear. 

With names like Homer, Norb Ruff and Murphy, Cragg and Robbins and Kirby too, 

We swept the sky clean of the Jap menace, 

And came back victors when we flew. 
 

Chorus 
 

We flew out from our airdrome in our Lightnings climbing high, 

Looking up to find some Zeros, gonna blow them from the sky. 

All the odds were against us, all we had were our planes, 

And some friends down in the jungle, who made sure we'd fly again 
 

Chorus 
 

Making aces was our standard, two-hundred kills even more, 

With fifty cal and twenty mike-mike, we always ran up our meatball score. 

About the odds we never worried, from tree top level we'd cut 'em down, 

When we landed from our melees, we would drink and "mess" around. 
 

Chorus (twice) 
 

JUVAT! 

 

“If you can read this, thank a teacher; if you are reading it in English, 

thank a soldier.” 
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FROM     IN MEMORY OF    AMOUNT 
 

Mr Joseph L. McNulty  1/Lt Richard L. McNulty (brother)  $  25 

Mr & Mrs Pat R. Cardwell  W.F. “Romeo” McCrystal   $100 

Mr. Paul F. Loring   Maj Charles J. Loring (brother)  $  50 

Maj Richard L. Creed  Personal     $  25 

Lt Col Sidney M. Yahn  1/Lt Robert Coffee    $111 

Lt Col Dick Jonas   Fallen Headhunters    $  90 

Norb Ruff    My very good friend, Lt Gen Jay T. Robbins $150 

 

r Joe McNulty is the brother of Dick McNulty who was in our 80
th

 Fighter-Bomber Squad-

ron in the Korean War and was lost over Yangdok, North Korea, 16 January 1952.  Joe al-

so joined our Association as an LTM on 10 February.  Welcome, Joe! 
 

.F. “Romeo” McCrystal was in our Squadron in 1948-1950.  He wrote “Air Force 801”, 

better known as “Itazuke Tower.”  Pat Cardwell, one of our LTMs, was his Crew Chief on 

the P-51 #801 and good friend. 

 

aj Charles J. Loring was the only person actually assigned to our Squadron (80
th

 Fighter- 

Bomber Sq at the time) to ever be awarded the Medal of Honor (MH).  He won it posthu-

mously when he was lost on his 51
st
 mission in an F-80 on 22 November 1952 over North Korea.  

[Ed note] Richard Bong, who had flown with our Squadron on different occasions, also received 

the MH during WWII as America’s “Ace of Aces.” 
 

 

 

 
 

 
re you running low on Squadron items?  Well, now is the time to stock up!  Look closely—

although a couple of items have unfortunately gone up in price due to cost, a couple of oth-

ers have gone DOWN!  Wear/use them proudly—not just at the reunions, but wherever you go!  

It’s a great way to find other HEADHUNTERS, too!  Unless purchased at a reunion, a small fee of $4 should 

be added for postage to all orders (unless otherwise noted)—I’ll take care of the “handling!” 

 

Curious to see what these items look like?  Check them out on our Web Site STORE Page! 
  

Blazer Emblem (men’s or ladies) $35  Golf Shirt (specify size)  $30 

 Squadron Unique Tie   $30  T Shirt (specify size)  $17 

 Ladies Floppy Bow (matches tie) $30  Squadron F-16 Litho Print $10 

 Sq “Nickel” Coin or Keychain  $  5  White Hat   $12 

 *Personalized Sq coffee mug  $20  Black Hat   $12 

 *Personalized  Sq beer stein  $23  Korean-era Sq Patch  $  5 

 *Mug & Stein set as above  $40  Vietnam-era Sq Patch  $  5 

 Squadron Logo Golf Balls (sleeve) $10  Current Squadron Patch  $  5  

**Personalized etched Sq beer mug $25   Lapel Pin/Tie Tack  $  3 

Headhunter Tattoos (fun!) 2 for a  $  1   

M 

W 

M 

HEADHUNTER STORE!     

A 
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* Please include name and/or callsign desired on your mug/stein (up to 20 letters), and right/left hand-

ed with your order.  Unless otherwise stated, the Squadron logo & your first name in Old English will 

be on the front (handle left for right-handed drinker), and an F-16 will be on the back. 

 

** Large 25oz mug is beautiful etched glass.  Please indicate Squadron logo or our Association logo 

desired, choice of P-39, P-38, P-51, F-80, F-86, F-84, F-100, F-105, F-4, or F-16, and include name 

and/or callsign in “HEADHUNTER” or standard bold font, and right/left handed, with your order. Per-

sonal markings (tail number/markings, aerial victories, etc.) available.  Other aircraft may be available.  

Please call for quote. 

 

Please send check to “The Headhunters”; 905 Arapaho Ct; Columbus, GA 31904-1242.  Please don’t 

forget $4 postage on all orders (accept patches, coins, tattoos, & lapel pin—please send $1 postage.) 

 

Fighter pilot songs (Rated PG) on professional CDs and/or tapes are available from World-renowned 

military songwriter and balladeer, and fellow HEADHUNTER, Dick Jonas.  Contact him at: Erosonic; 2001 

Mountain View Glen; Ft Mojave, AZ 86426-8833, or his web site at     http://www.erosonic.com 

 

Beautiful mahogany model planes, of just about any kind, can be ordered through fellow Headhunter 
Tom Slee at (253) 584-1223.  Some may be able to be painted with your personal markings.  Contact 

Tom directly for details. 

 

 

  

 

 

DR Mark Danielson sent an e-mail to us on 15 April: “You were kind enough to print a 

release on my first novel, Danger Within.  I was hoping you might show the same kind-

ness for a mention of my latest release, The Innocent Never Knew.  In this fast-paced 

conspiracy thriller, US Senator Sam Tinsdale dies in a mysterious Albuquerque airplane crash, 

while Flight Attendant Erica Hayes, the only witness, is on the run.  Meanwhile, NTSB investi-

gator Bob Stambler finds striking similarities between this crash and that of Clinton’s Secretary 

of Commerce, Ron Brown in the Balkans.  Was Senator Tinsdale the target of a political assassi-

nation?  Erica Hayes may hold the key.  As thought provoking as it is entertaining, The Innocent 

Never Knew revives real-life concerns; buried for eight years.  My next novel, Day Stalker, is 

slated for release in late 2005.  First chapter previews are available at the publisher’s web site at:   

www.durbanhouse.com.  

Writing novels is a perfect second career for my position as an international MD-11 pilot for 

FedEx.  Thanks, Mark Danielson (Juvat 80TFS Kunsan, 77-78)” 

 

 
        

 

 

e had our annual airshow here in Columbus on 20 & 21 

March.  The best part was that Lt Col Dave “Adashi 

Dude”/”Stilly” Stilwell, 1Lt Jayant “Axel” Mahajan, and 1Lt 

Matthew “Nails” Acer drove down from their 77
th

 FS at Shaw AFB, 

SC, to see the show and visit with Bonnie and me!  We had a great 

time, and although Axel lost the 4-way coin challenge (“I must have left 

HEADHUNTER RELEASES NEW NOVEL 

C 

head headhunter corner 

 

W 
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it in the van….”), he came fully prepared with White Dogs and Jack!  Superb!  We grilled some 

steaks outside, took a tour of “Headhunter Headquarters,” sang some great songs as Nails played 

the piano, and thoroughly enjoyed ourselves for that great Saturday evening.  Thanks again to 

Stilly, Axel, and Nails for taking the time off from their very busy schedule to make the trip 

down—it is greatly appreciated.  Our door is always open to you all—come on down! 

 

our Dues Are Due” letters are enclosed with this newsletter for all those Yearly Members 

whose membership expires at the end of June.  If you receive one, please return your $10 

check in the enclosed envelope to keep your membership current.  Thanks! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We take great pride in announc- ing the birth of the 

world's youngest HEADHUNTERS! 

 

ol John Pardo & wife Nancy are proud to announce the birth of their first son (his second) 

“Christopher Elliott Pardo on 18 Sep 03 (that's right the AF birthday).  Vital statistics:  49 

cm and 3 kg (you do the math).  We are all well and looking forward to our move this 

summer to Boston where I will be the Professor of Aerospace Studies at Boston University.” 

Congratulations to Hershey & Nancy on their new wingman! 
 

 

 

-mail received 30 March: “Hi JayBird! Just 

thought we'd drop you a line to let you know we 

had another addition to our family: Justin Thomas 

King. TOT: 4 Mar 2004, 2219 hrs; Wingspan: 20.5 

inches; Weight: 7.6 lbs.  It was only 2 hrs, 20 min 

from JJ's first labor pain until she pickled, and 30 min 

of that was a high-speed drive to Wilford Hall, so it 

was exciting to say the least.  Mom and baby are doing 

great.  Justin is enduring a lot of love from his three 

older sisters: Jordan (5), Grace (3), and Lindsey (2). 

Yep, that's 4 kids just a few weeks shy of our 6th anniversary -- you know what they say, "cheap-

er by the dozen," but I think JJ has had enough excitement for awhile.  Take care, Jeff & JJ King”   

Congratulations to Jeff & JJ on their first son! 
 

“Y 

THE STORK CORNER! 

 

C 

E 
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ast, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all                                        

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS, who we know of, that have made their last 

takeoff in this lifetime since our last newsletter. 

 
 

 Headhunter    Time in 80th   Last Takeoff 

 Dick Dorband   WWII    Unknown 

 Arthur H. Hansen, III  BTW    Unknown 

 Ivan J. Kreft    Korea    Unknown 

 Richard C. Brown   Korea/LTM   13 Jan 2004 

 Maxwell R. Barz   WWII/LTM   11 Feb 2004 

  

 

-mail received 28 Feb: “Maxwell R. Barz, SSgt.  Airplane Armorer in Asiatic Pacific 

Theater of Operations.  Inspected Aircraft Armament and equipment for cleanliness and 

proper functioning.  Disassembled, cleaned and repaired such equipment as aerial machine guns, 

aerial cannon, bomb racks, bomb release mechanisms and gun mounts.  As bore sight chief, syn-

chronized sight and weapons to correspond with angle of flight and speed of aircraft.  Directed 

work of armament crew.  He was my father and he taught me at an early age about guns.  He and 

I went hunting and fishing together here in Colorado.  I have always been so proud of him and 

that he was my Dad.  His family will miss him.  Pilot Jay Robbins said if it hadn't been for Dad, 

he would never have had as many kills as he had.  Dad passed on the eleventh of February 2004 

at the Veterans Hospital in Grand Junction, Colorado.  He is with my mom now.  [Signed] 

Maureen Barz Karlik, Austin, Colorado” 

 

n behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to these families our deepest 

sympathies and sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these individu-

als made to the Squadron and our Country.  May they rest in Peace and forever soar with the Ea-

gles. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*************************** 

 

HEADHUNTERS AT REST 

L 

E 

O 

May God bless and keep them in His Flight forever. 
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The next regular issue HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 August 2004. 
The Headhunter Headlines is the official newsletter of the 80

th
 Fighter Squadron Headhunters Association, Inc., 

a non-profit, tax exempt, War Veterans’ Organization. 

 Copyright 2004, all rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 
 

What a great reunion we had— 
Stay tuned for the next one—fall of 2005!!     

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Col Jay E. "JayBird" Riedel, USAF (Ret)  
The “Head Headhunter” 

 
 

 
 

                  80th Fighter Squadron 

      “HEADHUNTERS" 
                       905 Arapaho Ct 

                  Columbus, GA 31904 

 

             RETURN SERVICE 

                  REQUESTED 
 

                 FIRST CLASS 

    

Father’s Day  –  20 June Mother’s Day  –  9 May       Independence Day  –  4 July Memorial Day  –  31 May 

  

  

 


