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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 
 

 Bonnie & I hope this newsletter finds each of you in the very best of health & happiness for 
the beautiful summer season ahead of us! 
 

 

 

  

  

DID YOU KNOW? 

The official International News release, dated 21 December 1943, for this photo: “Top Card in Flight Deck—New 

Guinea…..Yank pilots who are making air history in New Guinea, have their names inscribed on a giant ace of 

spades, speared with lightning.  The Ace Pilots of an advanced bombing unit of the Fifth Air Force are, from left to 

right, Capt Jay T. Robbins, of Coolidge, Texas, who has 14 Jap planes to his credit; Lt Cyril F. Homer, of Sacra-

mento, Calif., with six planes downed; Second Lt Edwin L. DeGraffenreid, of Shreveport, LA., also with six planes 

to his credit; Major Edward Cragg, of Greenwich, Conn., who has blasted 14 Zeros; Capt John L. Jones, of Patter-

son, NJ, who has shot down nine planes; Lt Cornelius M. Smith, Jr., of Brooklin, N.Y., who has destroyed five 

planes and Lt Allen E. Hill, of Sterling, Ill., who has shot down six planes.” 
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Did you know that Ed “Porky” Cragg and Johnny Jones were our first Squadron Aces—they both 

got their 5
th

 aerial victory the same day—23 July 1943.  Porky Cragg went on to get a total of 15 

before being lost himself a few minutes later on 26 December 1943—only 5 days after the photo 

above was taken.  Johnny Jones survived the War with a total of 11 victories and was an LTM 

and reunion regular with us.  He passed away in September 1994.  Our Squadron produced more 

Aces after these initial early pilots.  Our last Squadron Ace (to date) is Jeffrey “Fang” Feinstein 

who got his 5
th

 MiG in Vietnam on 13 October 1972.  Jeff is a member and lives with his wife, 

Ronda, in South Carolina.  Will we ever have another opportunity to produce Aces?  It is certain-

ly possible.  Our Squadron is poised and ready. 

 

 

 

  

  
Some of our other WWII Aces, top left, Porky Cragg & George Welch (one of only a handful of P-40 pilots to get airborne 7 Dec 

1941 at Pearl Harbor—got 4 kills that day) in front of our O-Club at 3-Mile Strip 3 Sept 1943.  Top Right: Cy Homer & Ken 

Ladd.  Lower Left: Don “Fibba” McGee at 3-Mile Strip.  Lower right: “We flew over Wewak, strafing Zeros on the way….”  Japa-

nese strip Wewak (L) and Boran (R) with Cape Moem in the distance.  Photos sent in by Bob Rocker—many thanks, Bob! 
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t gives us great pleasure to welcome these 3 new members to our ranks for the first time (in 

the order of “signing up” since 1 February).  Equally rewarding are the many members, 

not shown here, who have rejoined after 1, 2, 3, up to 13 years absence!   Welcome to all!  

At press time we have 347 Yearly, plus 623 LifeTime Members (LTMs)—970 Total!! 
 

Here is the roll call of our new members—with their time in the 80th: 
 James C. Butts (Vietnam)  Col Leo C. McNulty (53 – 54) 

 Lt Col Jerry O. Kraby (78 – 79)  

 

riends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change 

and/or Master E-mail & Fax List Change (enclosed), give 'em a call, write 'em a 

letter, or beam an e-mail message over to them.  Or better yet, ask them to meet you 

at the next reunion in the Spring of 2007 in Fort Worth!  Great to have you all in 

formation—and what a super one it is!!  Do you have Headhunter friends that 

aren’t members?  If so, please let me have their addresses, and I’ll send a “Please 

Join Us” letter to them.  How about all of our active duty JUVATS in the 80th today?  

Cleared to join up, Y’all!   See your SNACKO for Member Information Forms and mailing 

envelopes, or contact me directly—your first year is FREE!!   Thank you! 
 

 

 
 

-mail received 7 February: “Fellow WWII Veter-

ans, U.S. Army Air Corps,  Another one of us, one 

of my closest buddies since WWII, William A. 

Kleist Jr., has gone into the Wild, Blue Yonder.  We al-

ways called him, Jr. or Billy.  He was, and will always be 

remembered as " the best of the best".  I met Jr. in Ad-

vanced Flight School of the Army Air Corps in the begin-

ning of 1944, at Jackson, Miss.  We got our wings togeth-

er, in the Class of 44E.  His wife, Margie was there and 

"Billy Goatz" was also the name on his P-38.  Before they were married, Billy's wife Margie's 

maiden name was Goatz.  Very appropriate.  We went through P-39, then P-38, training; and off 

to Nadzab, New Guinea; Mindoro, Philippines; Ie Shima, off of Okinawa; and then, the Occupa-

tion of Japan; Fukuoka, and Ashya Airfield, on Kyushu, Japan.  Jr. was over 6’1" and had to lean 

forward in his cockpit to keep his head from hitting his canopy.  He was respected, admired and 

loved by his fellow pilots in the 80th Fighter Squadron,  8th Fighter Group,  5th Air Force; and 

by his wife Margie, his children, grandchildren and great grand-daughter.  Jr. was quiet, 

but large, in many ways.  He was a very loving, caring, sharing guy; big heart, character, and in-

tegrity.  Only one time, during 3 and 1/2 years in service, a guy made an anti-Semitic remark to 

me.  Jr. stood up, walked up to him, face to face, and said, "Never!, Never again".  And that was 

the end of it.  It would be very much appreciated if you could put the above in your notifications 

so that those of us, still alive, who knew him, can know about his last flight into the Wild, Blue 

Yonder.  William A. Kleist, Jr. 226 Middaugh Rd., Clarendon Hills, Illinois, 60514. Born: 

7/16/22  Passed on: 2/4/06  He was 2 months, to the day, older then I am.  Warmest to you, and 

all our buddies, Hon. Arthur E. Lasker”  [Ed note] Rest in Peace, Billy. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

I 

 

F 

THE MAIL BAG 
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-mail received 4 February:  “Hello Jay, It was interesting hearing from Charlie Taylor as a 

result, I presume, of you putting out a notice that I was looking for 80th FS survivors who 

had made some of the missions over Rabaul.  I did manage to speak with Paul Murphey and I 

guess it was a just few weeks before he died.  Then I had a phone call from Vickie Roberts who 

informed me that she was the daughter of Ardyce Lamar "Robbie" Roberts.  She had seen the no-

tice in the "Headhunter Headlines" and called to tell me that Robbie was in the hospital.  I called 

him and found that he was recovering from a staph infection and was due to be released shortly. 

We had a good chat, but his experiences over Rabaul were as limited as mine.  However, we did 

do a bit of reminiscing about South Pacific islands we had visited and missions we all survived. 

I'm not sure how many of the WWII contingent are still around, but if the fates so decree, I am 

planning to finally get to the next reunion – Fort Worth 2007?  Take care and thanks for provid-

ing a valuable service in keeping all of us 80th FS veterans connected.  [signed] Pete Sheehan”  

[Ed note] Thanks, Pete—see you at the Fort Worth reunion spring 2007! 

 

-mail received 23 February:  “Jay, I attached a 

picture of my grandfathers P-38.  It is just one of 

many pictures he has.  It was important to my brother 

and I to find it, so it was the first one scanned.  I can 

narrow down when the picture was taken sometime 

from what I know of his exploits, as the plane shows 

four victories, and I know his final two came on the 

same mission, which is well documented since that 

was the day he became an ace.  We would love a pic-

ture of him standing in front of his plane, but have 

been unable to find one.  When I get some time I plan 

to scan all of his pictures into my computer, and if 

you would like them, I will be glad to forward them 

to you.  His mother also saved press clippings and 

some of the letters she received in regards to his 

medals.  I will try to get scans of those as well if they 

are of any interest to you.  Love the website…great 

work.  [signed] Rob Murphey”  [Ed note] Rob is a 

grandson of Paul Murphey.  That photo of Paul’s P-

38, “Sweet Sue”, named after his beloved wife of 57 

years, is shown here.  We also found out this bird 

(note the “X” ghost on the nose) was flown by Norb 

Ruff as “Ruff Stuff” until Norb rotated home.  

Thanks, Rob, and we look forward to any and all 

other scans you may send for our Squadron’s history 

memorabilia. 

 

-mail received 23 February:  “Sir, I am doing some research for  a friend who wants to have 

a model Phantom II custom built.  It would be an F-4D with the markings and serial number 

of one of the planes that was at Kunsan in 1979-1980.  Could you be of any help?  Thank You 

Robert E. West”  [Ed note]  The request went out to this year group—here is Bob’s reply: 

“Jay Bird: Before I sign off I want to say heartiest Thank You to you and all the guys that re-

sponded.  In all my researching, that is the best response I have ever gotten.  You guys are Avant 

Garde (Front Bunch).  Best Regards.  The ‘Wild West’”  [Ed note] “Juvat Standard!!” 

E 

E 

 

E 
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-mail received 27 February:  “JayBird, and Kirby, appreciate all your help with making this 

he best year and a half of my life and forging the foundation of the greatest fighter squadron 

that ever has been and will continue to be.  I'm leaving Kunsan here in a week or so and have just 

passed the Juvat Boys Choir Lead to Capt James "Moose" Cooke.  He will be great for JBC and 

the squadron, to continue carrying on the traditions that make the Headhunters outstanding.  Kir-

by—we will continue to sing songs about you and your generation of the "greatest fighter pilots" 

that ever lived!!!  Again thanks, hope I did the Juvats proud, Lt Nick "Matrix" Ihde”  [Ed note]  

You did, Matrix—thanks for a job well done, and we all wish you continued success in your cho-

sen career.  Nick’s father, Brig Gen Greg Ihde, is also a Headhunter and LTM of our Associa-

tion. 
 

-mail received 9 March:  “Good Morning Jay--It is with sorrow I must ask you to inform the 

Headhunters that M/G Ernest T Cragg, the younger brother of Edward 'Porky' Cragg died at 

his home in Arlington VA, in his sleep last night after a long illness.  General Cragg's WWII in-

formation is at www.wwiimemorial.com/registry/search/pframe.asp?HonoreeID=1991399   His 

official Air Force biography can be found at http://www.af.mil/bios/bio.asp?bioID=5099  After 

retirement he was a principle in Travel Masters, a travel company specializing in tours and other 

travel needs for retired military.  In that capacity he wrote "CAT-4: The Space Available Hand-

book"  A memorial web site will be established shortly at http://ernest.cragg.info/   He is survived 

by his second wife, Galena M Cragg, his two sons, Edward E Cragg of Arlington VA, Peter C 

Cragg of The Woodlands, TX, his daughter Dawn Cragg of Arlington VA, and 4 grandchildren.  

His youngest grandchild, Steven W Cragg, following in his footsteps, is a plebe at the United 

States Military Academy.  He will be buried in Arlington as soon as it can be scheduled, probably 

not until sometime in April.  I appreciate your condolences. During our discussions in the months 

before his death he spoke warmly of the Headhunters Alumni and how warmly they treated him.  

Ed”  [Ed note]  We all wish to express our sincere condolences to fellow member Ed Cragg and 

his family for their loss.  May Gen Cragg rest in Peace and forever soar with the Eagles. 

 

-mail received 9 March:  “Jay, I, too, am saddened by Gen Cragg's passing.  Just a small per-

sonal story:  I was in pilot training at Reese when he was the Wing Commander.  He was on 

his way to a commander's conference at Randolph and took me along to give me my T-38 Nav 

checkride.  On final approach into Randolph, Randolph went [prior permission required to land] 

PPR (without much notice, as they were prone to do).  Since I was on a checkride, we had not 

filed with any DV's [distinguished visitors] aboard.  We diverted over to Kelly where he had a 

car meet us.  He drove the two of us directly to Randolph, pulled up in front of Base Ops where 

we would have parked our plane, and went in to promptly chew some butt.  He then had them put 

me up in the DV quarters next to his which I (a 2d Lt) thoroughly enjoyed.  Please pass my con-

dolences as well.  Bill Stanfill Col, USAF (Ret)” 

 

-mail received 18 March:  “Jaybird- I've got a quick favor to ask of you.  My old DO, LtC 

"Rhett" Butler (email is attached), is a removed Juvat who is looking for info on the 

Headhunters association.  Any info that you can send his way would be greatly appreciated.  Who 

knows, maybe we can get another lifetime member and another Juvat at our next reunion in Ft 

Worth!  Hope you and Bonnie are doing well.  Thanks again for everything you do in keeping 

this great history alive.  Take care.  V/R, Rex [aka Capt David ‘Deuce’ Paulus]  WIG?!” 

 

E 

E 

E 

E 

http://http/ernest.cragg.info/
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-mail received 19 March:  “JayBird, Rhett checking in loud and clear!  It was great to get an 

e-mail and am looking forward to becoming a “Juvat” member.  I’m a 94-95 grad from the 

80th FS, my 1st F-16 assignment.  Since then, I’ve flown tours at Shaw (the 79th and 55th), F-16 

WIC, Luke (308th), Nellis, (422 TES), College of Naval Command and Staff (NWC, Newport 

RI), Hill (421st), now Shaw as DO of the 55th FS.  As you know every assignment has been 

great, but I will always remember the “Juvats” as my best assignment in the Air Force!  Anyway, 

here’s my address:  Lt Col Don Butler; 2760 Powhatan Dr; Sumter, SC, 29150.  Looking forward 

to the membership information!  WIG?  Lt Col Don "Rhett" Butler” 

 

-mail received 30 March:  “Thanks, Jaybird, Rhett’s fired up about this!  Last weekend, the 

base had a Major’s party, and wouldn’t you know it, 2 Juvats closed it down, Rhett and I!  

One of the kegs was still 80% full at the end of the evening, (there were a lot of Pantons around) 

so the 2 of us “liberated” it from the club.  ‘Nails’ Acer showed up later that evening and the 3 of 

us did our best to float the keg, along with the mandatory apfel corn, all the while making our 

way through the entire JBC book until about 3:30 in the morning.  The JBC never sounded so 

good!  It was a great time of Juvat revelry.  It really is something special to be a part of this 

Squadron and the people, the history and the tradition that’s associated with it.  Can’t think of 

anything that I’d trade it for….  Also, congrats to ‘Lips’ Palubeckis on being promoted to Lt Col 

this afternoon, Juvat standard.  As usual, hope you and Bonnie are doing well.  Take care, God 

bless.  V/R, ‘Rex’, [formerly known as] FKA ‘Deuce’  WIG?! 

 

-mail received 19 April:  “…Kirbs, I got so many wonderful e-mails from my American 

friends, and people you told about mum.  In time I will reply to them...hopefully the next 

week or so.  It just made me realize all over again how many wonderful people I met in my 10 

years in Texas and just quite how much I miss them all.  Those 10 years I think, in many 

ways, were probably the best years of my life...not necessarily the easiest, but certainly the most 

memorable, and from which I gained  and learned the most.  God Bless America!  …And so dear 

Kirbs, much love to you and I do wish I could just pop down the road and visit with you.  

[Signed] --Penelope----(with a smile from the southern tip of Africa:-)  Feel free to send this to 

any of your pals who might be interested.”  [Ed note]  Penny Wilson is one of our LTM’s who has 

taken care of Kirby on several occasions over the past 10 years before returning to her native 

South Africa a couple of years ago.   We all wish you were closer, Penny! 

 

-mail received 20 April:  “Jaybird--I have been negligent in my dues and contacts with the 

Juvats.  Five moves, in as many years with too many trips to the desert.  I am the Sr AF guy 

at the Army's Command and General Staff College at Ft Leavenworth KS, and things have set-

tled down for a while.  My data is below, please send me a newsletter and I will send you some 

dues.  [Signed Col Matt "El Cid" Neuenswander] What is Good?” 

 

-mail received 20 April:  “All good Jay -- you may not know but I am still a current and qual-

ified IP in the F-16, so I'm off to Spangdahlm next week to fly three days -- escape from the 

staff!!!!  But that is not the story, we will have a little "mini-reunion" of JUVATS while there as 

several JUVATs from my two tours at the Kun will all be there for a flying surge by the wing.  

Additionally, should pin on -- 1 Jun it looks like.   I'll buy any JUVAT there a round!  [Signed 

B/Gen Phil Breedlove]  [Ed note] Our congratulations go out to Gen Breedlove with his promo-

tion to Maj Gen on/about 1 June!  He was the 80
th

 Commander 1993-94. 
 

“If you can dream it, you can do it.” 
   --Walt Disney 

E 

E 

E 

E 

E 
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re you looking for the perfect gifts for yourself or your favorite Headhunter?  Well, now is 

the time to stock up!  Wear/use them proudly—not just at the reunions, but wherever you 

go!  It’s a great way to find other HEADHUNTERS, too!  Unless purchased at a reunion, a 

small fee of $4 for single items or $6 for two or more items should be added for postage to all 

orders (unless otherwise noted)—I’ll take care of the “handling!” 

 

Curious to see what these items look like?  Check them out on our Web Site STORE Page! 
  

Blazer Emblem (men’s or ladies) $35  Golf Shirt (specify size)  $30 

 Squadron Unique Silk Tie  $39  T Shirt (specify size)  $17 

 Ladies Floppy Bow (matches tie)    $20  Squadron F-16 Litho Print   $10 

 Sq “Nickel” Coin or Keychain  $  5  White & Green Trim Hat $12 

 *Personalized Sq coffee mug  $22  All White Hat   $12 

 *Personalized  Sq beer stein  $25  Black Hat   $12 

 *Mug & Stein set as above  $45  Korean-era Sq Patch  $  5 

 Headhunter Tattoos (fun!) 2 for a  $  1  Vietnam-era Sq Patch  $  5 

 **Personalized etched Sq beer mug $25  WWII/Current Sq Patch  $  5 

   Lapel Pin/Tie Tack  $  3 
 

 

<<< CD of Headhunter Songs by the JBC…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

<<< 80th Squadron History DVD & CD set….$20 (postage included)>>> 

<<< Passing the Flame CD…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

< All 62 Headhunter Headlines Newsletters on a CD….$18 +$2 postage > 

 
 

* Please include name and/or callsign desired on your mug/stein (up to 20 letters), aircraft de-

sired, and right/left handed with your order.  Unless otherwise stated, the current Squadron 

logo & your first name in Old English will be on the front (handle left for right-handed drinker), 

and an F-16 will be on the back. 
 

** Large 25oz mug is beautiful etched glass.  Please indicate Squadron logo or our Association 

logo desired, choice of P-39, P-38, P-51, F-80, F-86, F-84, F-100, F-105, F-4, or F-16, and in-

clude name and/or callsign in “HEADHUNTER” or standard bold font, and right/left handed, 

with your order. Personal markings (tail number/markings, aerial victories, etc.) available.  

Other aircraft may be available.  Please call for quote. 
 

Please send check to “The Headhunters”; 905 Arapaho Ct; Columbus, GA 31904-1242.  

Please don’t forget postage of $4 for single items or $6 for two or more items should be add-

ed on all orders (accept patches, coins, tattoos, & lapel pin—please send $1 postage.) 
 

Fighter pilot songs (Rated PG) on professional CDs and/or tapes are available at $20 each from 

World-renowned military songwriter and balladeer, and fellow HEADHUNTER, Dick Jonas.  Con-

tact him at: Erosonic; PO Box 1226; Chino Valley, AZ 86323-1226, or his web site at 

http://www.erosonic.com 

 

HEADHUNTER STORE! 

A 
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If you would like to make a tax deductible contribution to one of your favorite organizations, our own 

80
th

 Fighter Squadron Headhunters Association qualifies!  Thank you to the following Members for 

their very generous contributions! 

 

 

FROM            FOR, OR IN MEMORY OF                       AMOUNT 

Lt Col Clif Birchman     “Headlines” Printing & Mailing    $50 

Kenneth B. Lloyd       Paul Murphey     $50 

JayBird & Bonnie Riedel      Paul Murphey     $50 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

hat are those numbers for in the heading of each newsletter?  What do they mean?  This 

newsletter has “Vol. XVI,  No. 62” in it.  Why?  Well, they are an easy way for us to 

keep track of the number of years (16) that we have been sending out newsletters and 

how many issues (62).  This is just for this Head Headhunter!  As you all know, Kirby held the 

job for 20 years, set up the first reunion in Jackson Hole, WY in 1970, and published Vol. I, No. 

1 as a follow-up to that outstanding 27-29 June 1970 reunion.  What a great beginning!  As you 

see above, we have 970 active members at this press time.  We have 1000 newsletters printed 

each time.  We keep the few extras on file for new/returning members as they sign up, and the 

extras are usually all gone within a year or so.  I keep one copy of each in our Squadron records, 

and of course, they are all still in the computer!  But have you ever wondered what we were talk-

ing about 5 years ago?  Ten years ago?  Fifteen?  Well, if anyone is interested, we now offer a 

complete set of those newsletters (many of which have the original color photos) on a CD for on-

ly $18 + $2 postage!  Hard copies of all of them take up about 10-12 inches of shelf space in their 

binders, are only B&W, will deteriorate over time, and are a fire hazard!  The CD is virtually in-

destructible, has color, and can be thrown in a drawer!  What a deal!  If you’d like one, please let 

me know, and I’ll “burn” one for you. 
 

 

You don’t just stumble into the future.  You create your own future. 
        --Roger Smith 

head headhunter corner 

 

W 
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t Terry “Hubba” New was in the 80
th

 with me in 1979, and Col Terry L. New had his re-

tirement ceremony 27 years later on 21 April 2006 at Nellis AFB, Nevada.  Col New’s last 

assignment was Vice Commander of the USAF Air Warfare Center at Nellis, and he was 

our guest speaker at our last reunion in Las Vegas.  Terry & his wife, Patti, currently reside in 

Las Vegas and are LTM’s of our Association.  We all wish you both the best of luck in the fu-

ture, Terry, and we’re looking forward to seeing you both at the reunions! 

 

 

 

 

-mail received 30 March:  “All, This is Patrick, filling in for 

Dad/Jerry [Brig Gen Gerald McIlmoyle].  I apologize if this is al-

ready known to you, but you may not have heard everything 

here.  Dad asked me to send this out to those he emails regularly.  

On Thursday, 3/30, Dad woke up early with a pain in his arm like 

his funny bone had been hit.  He couldn't get comfortable and the pain 

spread to his chest.  He says it felt like he had gas.  About an hour later he 

took a nitroglycerin and an aspirin (Mom was worried about this combi-

nation ;-)).  He felt light headed and had a cold sweat but went back to 

sleep.  He documented this in a series of post-it notes which Mom read 

when she got up about 8:30.  They called the doctor, but he wasn't in yet.  

The nurse, hearing the symptoms told them to call an ambulance.  They 

decided to drive to Venice Regional Hospital.  As soon as they got to the 

ER, Dad walked in and said he  thought he was having a heart attack.  That triggered some re-

sponse and Dad was impressed with the efficiency with which they handled his condition.  It was 

found that he had several blocked arteries and bypass surgery was needed.  This morning (3/31) 

at about 6:30 am he went into surgery after  spending about an hour with Mom before and we 

were able to go with  him as they took him to surgery.  The surgery was pretty fast it  seemed in 

comparison to my expectations, finishing in about 2 1/2 hours.  The surgeon said that he was 

pleased with the surgery and he had done 5 bypasses.  The surgery was open heart, but the veins 

taken  from his leg to do the bypass were done with endoscopy (sp?) so there is not the long leg 

scar like there has been in the past.  He still has the chest incision where they went in and the 

break in his  sternum.  We saw Dad briefly after the surgery.  He was breathing  fine although not 

conscious yet and he had a breathing tube.  The nurse sent us home for 2-3 hours and by that time 

he should be  starting to wake and have the breathing tube out.  Dad is not out of  the woods yet, 

but the surgery seems to have been successful so far.  Please keep him in your thoughts and pray-

ers and I will try to send  an email out tomorrow with an update. [signed] Patrick”  [Ed note] 

Brig Gen McIlmoyle is an LTM from our Korean War era.   

 

pdate!  Brig Gen McIlmoyle sends on 20 April: “I had a heart attack followed by 5 bypass  

heart surgery.  I am now in my 3rd week of recovery but have some fluid on my left lung 

which they are going to draw off tomorrow.”   Sir--We all wish you a speedy recovery back to 

full Operationally Ready Status!! 

 

Headhunter RETIRES 

L 

 HURTIN’ HEADHUNTERS 

E 

 

U 
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ur highly reliable sources in strategically placed key positions 

around the globe have informed us that the next 80
th

 Squadron 

Commander has been named.  Our source wrote: “The next 

Juvat lead is leaving us here [at Tyndall AFB, FL].  We're sad to see 

him go as the DO of the 83rd FWS, Combat Archer, but Al "Chops" 

Wimmer [former Headhunter] will make one helluva Juvat lead (June 

timeframe).” 
 

ur deep undercover moles in clandestine positions in highly sensi-

tive areas have also reported to us that the new Wing Commander 

(Wolf) of the 8
th

 Fighter Wing at Kunsan will be Col Jeff "Butkus" 

Lofgren, current 388 OG/CC (Hill AFB, UT) in the mid May 

timeframe.  We all wish the best of luck to both in their new positions! 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

We take great pride in announcing the birth of the world's youngest HEADHUNTERS! 

 

-mail received 16 February: “All is well here.  Just had my 

first baby – a Valentine’s gift.  Born Valentine’s Day.  Little 

girl.  Her name is Ava Homer Muir. Tipped the scales at 6 lb 13 

ozs.  Hit 19 inches on the tape.  Mom and Baby are doing great.  A 

Picture is attached.  So yes – all is very well!  [signed] ‘Paps’ Daniel 

R. Muir    dmuirf16@bellsouth.net     615-385-0374” 

 

Congratulations to Dan & Carolyn -- and Ava! 
 

 

 

 
 

-mail received 20 April:  “Jaybird, More good news down here in Panama City.  The latest 

little Juvat, Moira Katherine Tinsley, was born 27 February 2006.  She was a spry 4 lbs, 12 

oz, but has already doubled that weight.  All is well.  What is Good?  [Signed Jon Tinsley] Meat” 

Congratulations to Jon & Christine—and little Moira! 

  LATEST INTELLIGENCE FROM AROUND THE WORLD! 

O 

 

O 

THE STORK CORNER! 

 

 

E
L
E 

E 
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ast, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all                                        

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS, who we know of, that have made their 

last takeoff in this lifetime since our last newsletter. 

 

 Headhunter    Time in 80th   Last Takeoff 

 Frederick J. Bean   WWII/LTM   24 Jan 2006 

 William A. Kleist, Jr   WWII/LTM     4 Feb 2006 

 Col James A. Caldwell  Vietnam 66-68/LTM    9 Feb 2006 

 

-mail received 11 February: “Hello Jay Bird, I don't know if you are aware LTM Col (Ret) 

Jim Caldwell suffered a massive stroke about 10 days ago and was kept alive on a respira-

tor until last Monday.  After the doctors said there was no chance for recovery, his family had the 

respirator disconnected and Jim died Thursday.  He was an organ donor.  After his organs are 

removed, his remains will be cremated per his desires.  His daughter, Kim, will advise later on 

when a memorial service will be held.  I do not have an e-mail address for Kim, but she may be 

at Jim's number in Colorado Springs.  Jim came to the 80th at Yokota in the fall of 1966 right out 

of UPT and Thud [F-105] school at Nellis.  He left Yokota in Jan '68 for weasel school at Nellis 

and flew his tour at Tahkli.  From SEA [Southeast Asia] he went to Kadena in the spring of '69.  

He returned to the states and ended up in the weasel squadron at George in '74.  Jim flew the last 

active duty Thud flight, ending his flying career at Hill AFB with the AFRES [Air Force Re-

serve] unit with over 3,000 hrs of Thud time.  As ever, Larry [Brig Gen Huggins]” 

 

-mail received 19 February: “Col Jaybird, Was just going thru some past Headhunter 

Headlines and noticed you didn't have a "Last Takeoff" date for Col Robert L. Herman.  

For the records he passed away 8 AUG 04.  All else is SAMO/SAMO!  Buster McGee”  [Ed 

note] Col Herman, one of our BTW/CC’s, was listed in our 1 August 2005 Newsletter with an 

“Unknown” date.  Thanks for the update, Buster! 

 

n behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to these families our deepest 

sympathies and sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these individuals 

made to the Squadron and our Country.  May they rest in Peace and forever Soar with the Eagles. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*************************** 

 

HEADHUNTERS AT REST 

L 

E 

E 

O 

May God bless and keep them in His Flight forever. 
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The next regular issue of the HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 August 2006. 
The Headhunter Headlines is the official newsletter of the 80

th
 Fighter Squadron Headhunters Association, Inc., 

a non-profit, tax exempt, War Veterans’ Organization. 

 Copyright 2006, all rights reserved. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Fort Worth here we come!     
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Col Jay E. "JayBird" Riedel, USAF (Ret)  
The “Head Headhunter” 

 
 

 

                  80th Fighter Squadron 

      “HEADHUNTERS" 
                       905 Arapaho Ct 

                  Columbus, GA 31904 

 

             RETURN SERVICE 

                  REQUESTED 
 

                 FIRST CLASS 

    

Father’s Day  –  18 June Mother’s Day  – 14 May       Independence Day  –  4 July Memorial Day  –  29 May 

  

  

 

 


