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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 
 

Bonnie & I hope this newsletter finds you all in the best of health & happiness! 
 

 

 

ell, our 24
th

 reunion is now history, and what an outstanding get-together it was!  Our thanks again go 

out to Tex & Rita Ritter who hosted this exceptional reunion, Butch & Mary Byrd, Cadillac 

Saville, Gerry Asher, Woody Bryant, Bosco Bostick, Jerry & Marty Minton, Hydro Hale, John 

Breazeale, Dick Jonas, Irv Levine, Toby Hughes, Nogas Reichert, Bwana & Dot Johnson, and all the oth-

ers who pitched in to make this get-together truly memorable.  Together, as a team, they showed us what a 

perfect reunion looks like!  Thanks to all of you for an outstanding job very well done. 
 

 

n our business meeting, it was decided to have our next reunion in Fort Walton Beach instead of Colorado 

Springs as previously agreed upon.  If we stayed with Colorado Springs, it would have been the 4th consecu-

tive reunion west of the Mississippi--we needed to get back in the East.  We'll jump back to the Springs after 

that!  Bosco Bostick has volunteered to be our reunion host, and he's putting his team together as we speak!  He 

has said it will be as good or better!!  We're looking forward to it!  Check our web site at  

www.80FSHeadhunters.org   for details as they develop! 
 

The ideal fighter pilot is the perfect blend of discipline and aggressiveness. 

  

  

FORT WORTH REUNION! 

W 

“Doc” Lambert (L) and Kirby (“Batman” Swope in the background of both 

photos) enjoying unique Headhunter camaraderie in the Hospitality Room. 

Three Headhunter Fighter Pilots from 3 eras: (L-R) Brandie “STAC” Maxwell 

(F-16 IP at Luke), WWII  P-38 pilot Norb Ruff, and “Doc” Lambert (early Juvat) 
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MORE REUNION PHOTOS! 

 

 

Deuce enjoying our brand new, exact replica 1942 

Port Moresby, New Guinea O-Club sign!  Ed 

“Porky” Cragg & George “Wheaties” Welch with 

original on the left.  

 

 

(L-R) Neil O’Keefe (’48-’50), Ray “Henri” Dissinger, & “Deuce” Paulus 

swapping tall tails. 

“Tex” Ritter reading Honorary LTM Certificate for Emmit 

Brooks (C)  as JayBird looks on.  Welcome, Emmit! 

 

Mary Jonas taking video of the live video hook-up with the JBC at Kunsan, ROK 

as Toby Hughes (L), Dick Jonas (C guitar), and Tom “Nogas” Reichert play along 

 

Our 6 WWII attendees (L-R) P-38 pilots Glenn Hope, “Wogy” 

Wolgemuth, Norb Ruff, Crew Chief Sid Adelstein, and P-38 Aces Herb 

Ross (speaking) and Kirby. 
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-mail received 29 April from the active Squadron Commander, Lt Col Al Wimmer:  “Jaybird, I am sad to say 

that my time as JUVAT lead is drawing to an end.  My change of command will be on June 1st, when Lt Col Tom 

"Cy" Klopotek will take the reins.  It will be a bitter-sweet day indeed.  ‘Cujo’ will be moving on to Luke AFB this 

summer and Lt Col Shane "Spam" Riza will become our new DO in September.  It has been a truly exciting year.  We 

started the year off with a bang, literally, when "Red" Tippett finally made the 7th Air Force missile shoot program a real-

ity.  For the first time (that we could find) in the history of 7th Air Force on the ROK, we fired live AIM-9 missiles.  All 

four fighter units on the ROK participated and it was such a success that it has become a quarterly program now.  This 

was an ORI year and we worked our way through exercise fever with a total of six exercises and one ORI in a period of 

10 months.  Wow was it busy.  We had DV's galore visit the Kun, to include the ROK Chief of Staff and the Undersecre-

tary of the Air Force.  The JUVATs dominated Turkey Shoots and exercises, beating the squadron across the street in 

every single exercise/competition......JUVAT standard!  We also took on the FAC-A role here in the 80th.  Our FAC-As 

are filling a vital gap in the CAS war up on the DMZ.  Finally, in April, we blew away the PACAF IG with never-before 

seen performance.  We flew 164 out of 168 scheduled missions (in three days of flying), achieved a 51.7 UTE on our jets 

and flew an amazing 96% mission effectiveness rate.  We garnered an Outstanding on Command and Control and 

Excellents across the board beyond that.  For myself, it was one of the proudest moments of my life and I couldn't have 

beamed any brighter at watching our fighter pilots and maintainers rock and roll.  Our future is very bright!  There is 

some other news on the historical front which I am sure you've all heard in the rumor mill.  Bruni's is about to be taken 

down to make room for a new lodging facility.  As it stands right now, Bruni's will likely come down at the end of May.  

The current plan is for us to move into a temporary party hooch until we can construct our new coalition-capable brief-

ing/meeting facility.  This facility is a new requirement based on our squadron vault being expanded and encapsulating 

our mass brief room.  As a result, I have no facility to brief the entire squadron in, or to brief/debrief visitors or our allies 

when we fly and train together.  We intend to build a new facility near the golf course pro shop (what used to the O-club) 

and make it a multi-purpose facility where we can brief/debrief missions, meet with the squadron as a whole, and use it 

for social functions during the off-duty hours.  We are making every attempt to find funding for this facility and believe 

that we can get it built, but will probably need help making the interior be what it needs to be.  To that end we are setting 

up a bank account suitable for donations to be made if anyone would like to contribute to this effort.  We will send along 

more details as time goes by and what we think it will really cost to make the interior be what it should be.  Any and all 

help will be appreciated!  We intend to salvage everything we can from the original Bruni's, including the paneling if we 

can, and put it up in the new place as soon as it's ready.  Rest assured, none of us is happy about the situation but it was 

taken out of my hands years ago and we are doing our best to preserve the tradition and history that is at the heart of our 

squadron's time here at the Kun.  I'll close by telling you all that there is a fine bunch of warriors carrying the torch in this 

new generation.  We hear a lot of disparaging remarks about the younger generations, but I can tell you that they are 

working harder than I remember having to work at their age, and are no-less aggressive or battle-worthy than any I have 

worked with.  They don't like to lose at anything and are just as competitive as we all were.  You can rest assured that the 

greatest fighter squadron in the world will continue it's fine winning tradition, and that it will be there to serve when our 

great nation calls.  I look forward to reunion with my family, but I am deeply saddened to say goodbye.  It has been the 

greatest privilege of my Air Force career to serve and to lead in the 80th Fighter Squadron.  I look forward to seeing all of 

you at the reunions and may God continue to bless the United States of America.  Lt Col Al "Jethro" Wimmer; 80th 

Fighter Squadron Commander (#100)” 

 

 

 

 
 

t gives us great pleasure to welcome these 4 new members to our ranks for the first time (in the order of 

“signing up” since 1 February).  Equally rewarding are the many members, not shown here, who have re-

joined after 1, 2, 3, up to 15 years absence!   Welcome to all!  At press time we have 308 Yearly, plus 645 

LifeTime Members (LTMs)—953 Total!! 

 
 

UPDATE FROM OUR ACTIVE SQUADRON! 

E 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

I 
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Here is the roll call of our new members—with their time in the 80th: 
 Lt Col David R. Cooper (69-71; 75-76) Lt Col Stephen D. Cobb (Juvat) 

 Lt Col Mark R. Schwartz (76 – 77)  Maj Neil L. Neaderhiser (06 – 07) 

 

riends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change and/or Master E-

mail & Fax List Change (enclosed), give 'em a call, write 'em a letter, or beam an e-mail mes-

sage over to them.  Or better yet, ask them to meet you at the next reunion in the Fall of 2008 in 

Fort Walton Beach!  Great to have you all in formation—and what a super one it is!!  Do you 

have Headhunter friends that aren’t members?  If so, please let me have their addresses, and I’ll 

send a “Please Join Us” letter to them.  How about all of our active duty JUVATS in the 

80th today?  Cleared to join up, Y’all!   See your SNACKO for Member Information Forms and mailing 

envelopes, or contact me directly—your first year is FREE!!   Thank you! 
 
 
 

 

 
 

-mail received 31 January: “Twenty assorted tulips were sent to 

Robin Olds with the following Message: ‘Robin Olds a legend 

in your time.  From your loyal servants John Shannon, Wally 

Carson and Harold Fischer.  Our common bond is a respect for you and 

being members of the Headhunters.’”  [Ed note]  This e-mail was sent 

out to many by Hal Fischer in response to numerous e-mails of Gen 

Olds being bedridden and gravely ill. 

 

-mail received 31 January:  “Well done my friend.  You are joined 

by thousands of Americans who know and respect the many contributions of the Great Robin Olds.  And 

Robin, we hope you will be on your feet in the near future.  All the best, Ollie Crawford”  [Ed note] One of the 

responses to Hal’s message above.  

 

-mail received 03 February:  “I have what you may consider an unusual request.  I recently read the book, 

Cheers and Tears by Lt Gen Charles G. Cooper, USMC Ret.  In his book Cooper describes that on June 17, 

1951 he was a 2/Lt in command of a Marine platoon attempting to assault a North Korean position on Hill 907.  

The situation became grim as the Korean troops counter attacked in large numbers.  In fear of being overrun and 

massacred by the enemy, Cooper desperately called for air support.  Two F-80 pilots in the vicinity, monitoring 

the Marine radio position, indicated they could give immediate help.  They were each carrying two cans of na-

palm.  Cooper launched a smoke grenade in the direction of the enemy troops and told the pilots to hit the 

smoke, which they did with great accuracy, in Cooper's words "vaporizing" them in their tracks.  I was fascinat-

ed by Cooper's description of this event as I had been an F-80 pilot in Korea but not until after the June 17, 1951 

date.  So, I was able to locate Gen Cooper's phone number and address and gave him a call at his Falls Church, 

Virginia home.  He said he had always wanted to locate the pilots and thank them but was never able.  For one 

thing he was severely wounded during this engagement and took years of rehab.  He said he had contacted Hq 

USAF, but had no luck in his quest.  I told him I would give it a back channel try utilizing whatever means I 

could come up with.  All this is by way of saying perhaps you can help.  I attempted to place a message on your 

BB but had problems with my browser.  I realize that after 55 plus years this will be a difficult, if not impossible 

task.  Around that June 17, 1951 date the F-80 units were in a state of flux and of course the pilots them-
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selves may have passed away.  Incidentally, I was a member of the 36 FBS, but my friend Major Charles Loring 

was in the 80th.  We were all saddened by his death at the time, but at least he received great recognition with 

the award of the Medal of Honor.  If you have other ideas on how I might proceed I would appreciate it.  

[signed] Norbert L. Simon Col USAF (Ret.)  < nlsimon@sbcglobal.net >  107 Charolais Dr; Bastrop TX”  

[Ed note]  Here was our reply: “Hello Norbert,  Thanks for your message--good to hear from you.  It is quite 

possible those two F-80 pilots were from our 80th FBS.  I will pass your request on to all of our Korean-era 

members on e-mail and will also put it in our next (1 May) newsletter to catch those without e-mail.  Hopefully, 

between the two tries, someone will have further information for you!  If you would like, I can also post your 

request on our web site Bulletin Board in hopes that some other F-80 pilot may see it world-wide.  All the best 

to you and yours, Check 6, Jay”  If anyone has information that may be useful to Col Simon, please contact him 

directly at his e-mail or snail-mail address above.  Thanks! 

 

-mail received 03 February:  “Jaybird.  My Form 5 shows that I flew one 2:30 mission on the 17th June 

from strip alert at Itazuke to a place I have listed as "Suogu-".  Also one of the same duration on the 19th to 

"Kumwha".  Standard loads for those missions was Napalm and 50's.  I remember one was against a line of Red 

troops headed south, and the pass was somewhat south towards north, slightly uphill on a ridge line.  I received 

"excellent runs and superior strike" from the ground controller, but cannot tell you if it was USMC or not.  We 

strafed the ridgeline as we laid the napalm.  Not sure if it was my flight, as that was about a standard procedure 

for the day for everyone.  I was hoping for the DFC after the de-briefing, but nothing came of it.  I have remem-

bered this strike as it was the only time I ever got a "Thank you" from the ground.  [signed] Archie [Caldwell].” 

 

-mail received 04 February:  “Jay and Archie:  I had to go back and re-read Cooper's account of that day.  

Apparently the napalm drop was made around 1630 and Cooper indicates, as Archie verifies, there was a 

lot of other air support before that, lots of strafing.  He said spent casings were raining down, and he said the 

ground shook under their feet indicating bomb drops close by.  If I had been in his shoes I would have been 

scared s---less, and probably not keeping track which airplanes were doing what.  But Cooper does indicate that 

it was two F-80s carrying napalm about 4:30 (strange that he didn't say 1630) that saved his platoon's bacon.  

From what Archie indicates it may well have been his flight.  Hope we can check closer.  Norbert” 

 

-mail received 04 February:  “Dear Jay, A quick note.  I have my old flying records out for another reason 

and took a look at June 17th.  I flew twice that day, and my records show Kumwha and Wonson.  I have no 

idea where Hill 907 was.  On days with push and shove by the Army, we were tasked heavily.  Unfortunately, 

that is when we had the most losses, down on the deck on the front line.  My two closest friends were killed that 

way.  One last comment on the mission near Wonson. We had a forward air controller. I got rid of the heavy or-

dinance early and the controller said the guys on the next ridge north were out of the trench watching the show. 

He suggested a low level gunnery pass down the ridge.  I went out over the water and came back in on the deck, 

made a low level run down the trench line and fired out all the .50 cal. ammo.  The forward air controller com-

mented, "Wow, that got their heads down."  Regards, Dennis [Brig Gen Sullivan]” 

 

-mail received 10 February:  “Jaybird, I haven't received it [1 Feb newsletter]yet.  We just got finished with 

another exercise, spinning up for the [Operational Readiness Inspection] ORI in April.  We all regret that 

the ORI will keep any of us from attending the reunion, but we will make a special effort to take a "time out" 

and make contact somehow.  Also, just thought you and all the other alumni would like to know, we beat the 

squadron across the street in every stat at the end of the exercise (employment, sortie generation, mission effec-

tiveness)......JUVAT STANDARD. Hope things are well for everyone at home.  [signed] ‘Jethro’  Lt Col Al 

Wimmer, 80
th

 FS Commander” 
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-mail received 10 February:  “Hi, this is Al's [Al Marcello] daughter Lisa in RI. My father asked me to get 

in touch with you to let you know he has been unable to check email but will get back to you shortly.  He 

and my mother are fine - blown around quite a bit - but their house in Florida was heavily damaged by the tor-

nado.  They are renting a home to live in while their home awaits contractors, etc.  We are all grateful that most 

of the damage was to the house and not to them.  As soon as things settle down, he will get to the computer cen-

ter and check emails.  In the meantime, my email is < marcellolisa@yahoo.com > if you want to get a mes-

sage to him.  Enjoy your weekend, Lisa 

 

-mail sent 7 March:  “Dear Christine, If you would, please pass this on to Robin for us--thanks!  

Hello Gen Olds!  On behalf of the 80th Fighter Squadron Headhunters Association of about 1000 members 

from WWII, Korea, Vietnam, and up to the present day active duty Juvats in your 8th Fighter Wing Wolfpack at 

Kunsan, we wish you all the best, and we still look forward to having you with us at our reunion in April in Fort 

Worth!  Don't forget--the whiskey is free, and I know you'll be there with us!  The doctors are great, and they'll 

have you back to full OR status in no time!  God Bless you, Robin--you're in our prayers.  Check 6, Col Jay E. 

‘JayBird’ Riedel (Ret)  The ‘Head Headhunter’” 

 

-mail received 7 March:  “Hello, Jay:  I've given your email to a family member to pass along to Robin.  

The family is collecting all messages (and they're flowing in from all over, as you might imagine!).  A good 

friend in Steamboat is putting them into a book for Robin to be able to look at and talk about with his friends 

and family.  Thanks for your concern.  [signed] Christine McKelvie; Public Relations Director; Yampa Valley 

Medical Center; 1024 Central Park Drive; Steamboat Springs, CO 80487” 

 

-mail sent 7 March:  “Thank you very much, Christine.  Robin is, I'm sure you know, a living legend in the 

Fighter Pilot community, and a house-hold name to us.  Word is out all over the world that this true icon 
may be in his last few days.  Even legends are mortal.  Very sad.  Very sad indeed.  Thanks again for your help, Jay” 

 

-mail received 7 March:  “Yes, I know how much Robin means to so many people.  He was our neighbor 

for years, "out in the country" south of Steamboat.  My husband, who is a U.S. history teacher (retired) was 

always in awe of Robin's career and the photos and memorabilia in his home.  And every now and then, when a 

jet would fly low over our neighborhood, we figured that was a pilot saying "Hi" to Robin.  [signed] Christine” 

 

-mail received 7 March:  “Jaybird,  We debated this one [to send best wishes to Robin Olds in the hospital] 

for about 80 seconds and came up with a plan for the entire Wolfpack (about 3,800 folks) to sign a card and 

get it to him.  To that end, each unit printed a card, every person signed it, and we sent scanned copies forward, 

along with the signed copies in a FEDEX packet.  We knew that he would love to hear from the fighter pilots, 

but his legacy to the Wolfpack is legendary and we thought it appropriate that the entire Wolfpack be involved.  

Hopefully the prayers will work a miracle.  [signed] ‘Jethro’ Lt Col Al Wimmer 80 FS/CC” [Ed note] They cer-

tainly did!  Thanks to all who participated! 

 

-mail received 7 March:  “John; I met Robin at Wheelus in late Dec '59.  I kept bumping into him periodi-

cally for years, but never worked for him.  When I got to Takhli in '67 in the 357TFS, I was the Weasel 

Flight lead. I ended up leading the Weasels 47 times into [Route Pack 6—the area in and around Hanoi] RP-6. 

Robin was OLDS Lead for over 30 of those missions and was our MIGCAP.  We (Takhli) never lost anyone to 

a MiG when the Wolfpack was covering us after Robin got them squared away.  He used to call me on the Red 

Phone and check what Barracuda (my callsign) was going to do so he could cover both me and the force.  He 

never lost anyone to a [surface to air missile] SAM when I was in the Pack.  He even shot a MIG-17 off my ass 
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on one mission.  The guy was back about a mile and was no threat when OLDS called him out.  I rolled up on 

my right wing, jerked into a turn, released the "G", and held the bank.  Robin did a perfect out side roll, slipped 

into trail below him, and blew his ass away.  I confirmed the kill and wise-assed him with, "Want me to drag 

another one in front of you?"  He bought me a steak later.  The bottom line was that we became real friends.  I 

was a Captain and he was a semi-divine legend.  We are still friends and he is still a true legend.  Of all the folk 

I ever met, Robin was easily the best leader and warrior.  The world will be a much smaller place when he 

leaves on his flight west!!  [signed Bill Sparks] Sparky” 

 

-mail received 6 April:  “Dear Sir, hope you don't mind me contacting you.  I live in the UK and have a 

small collection of different types of USAF/USN flight jackets and squadron patches.  I know it's a long 

shot but do you have any spare squadron patches that you would be willing to donate to my collection?......My 

father served with the RAF for 26 years and was a Chief Tech when he retired, and my grandfather was in the 

RAF during WWII, hence my interest in military aviation.  Hope to hear from you...  Kind Regards, Sean Kee-

nan;  69 Grinstead Way;  Durham DH1 1LY;  England UK”  [Ed note]  I sent one each of our Korean, Vietnam, 

and WWII/current patches to Sean.  If any of you have any others to pass along, please contact him at his ad-

dress above.  Thanks. 
 

 


 

If you would like to make a tax deductible contribution to one of your favorite organizations, our own 80
th

 Fighter 

Squadron Headhunters Association qualifies!  Now is the time for your 2007 tax year.  Just mail to our address on the 

front cover, and you’ll receive a receipt for your tax records.  Thank you. 

 

FROM                         FOR, OR IN MEMORY OF                                    AMOUNT 

Maj Mark C. Ward             “To the Headhunters”      $350 

 

 

 

 

 

ur highly reliable sources in strategically placed key positions around the 

globe have informed us that one of our members, Col Brian Bishop’s 

nomination for Brig Gen was announced officially 11 April.  “B-Bop” 

(or “Lassie” as he was known at the Kun) was in our Squadron 1989-90 and the 

8th Fighter Wing Commander “Wolf” until this past June.  He was also a former 

Thunderbird Commander/Leader.  We all wish Gen Bishop our best wishes for a 

continued highly successful career! 

 

ur deep undercover moles in clandestine positions in highly sensitive areas 

have also reported to us that Lt Col Tom "Cy" Klopotek will be the new 80
th

 

CC replacing “Jethro” Wimmer in June.  Cy is currently the OpsO of the 555
th

 “Triple Nickle” at Aviano.  An-

other of our LTM’s, Lt Col Shane “Spam” Riza, will be the new OpsO in our active Squadron at the Kun in 

September.  Best of luck back on The ROK to you both! 

 

We live in the Land of the Free because of the Brave.  Please remember our Troops! 

E 

LATEST INTELLIGENCE FROM AROUND THE WORLD! 

O 

 O 
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ur Store is now under new management!  Tom & Shannon Reichert have volunteered to take over this 

store.  Please send your orders to them at their address below--thanks! 

 

tock up on some of these goodies, and wear/use them proudly—not just at the reunions, but wherever you 

go!  It’s a great way to find other HEADHUNTERS, too!  Unless purchased at a reunion, a small fee of $4 for 

single items or $6 for two or more items should be added for postage to all orders (unless otherwise noted for 

small items)—we’ll take care of the “handling!” 

 

 

Curious to see what these items look like?  Check them out on our Web Site STORE Page! 
  

Blazer Emblem (men’s or ladies) $35  Golf Shirt (specify size)  $32 

  Squadron Unique Silk Tie  $39  T Shirt (specify size)  $19 

  Ladies Floppy Bow (matches tie)    $20  Squadron F-16 Litho Print   $10 

  Sq “Nickel” Coin or Keychain  $  7  White & Green Trim Hat $14 

  *Personalized Sq coffee mug  $23  All White Hat   $14 

*Personalized  Sq beer stein  $26  Black Hat   $14 

  *Mug & Stein set as above  $45  Korean-era Sq Patch  $  5 

  Headhunter Tattoos (fun!) 4 for a  $  1  Vietnam-era Sq Patch  $  5 

  Lapel Pin/Tie Tack   $  4  WWII/Current Sq Patch  $  5 

     

 

<<< CD of Headhunter Songs by the JBC…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

<<< 80th Squadron History DVD & CD set….$20 (postage included)>>> 

<<< Passing the Flame CD…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

 

 
 

* Please include name and/or callsign desired on your mug/stein (up to 20 letters), aircraft desired, and 

right/left handed with your order.  Unless otherwise stated, the current Squadron logo & your first name in 

Old English will be on the front (handle left for right-handed drinker), and an F-16 will be on the back. 
 

Please send check to “The Headhunters”; 5263 Winchester Ln; Ogden, UT 84403-4329 or e-mail orders to 

TSReichert@aol.com.  Please don’t forget postage of $4 for single items or $6 for two or more items should 

be added on all orders (accept patches, coins, tattoos, & lapel pin—please send $1 postage.) 
 

Fighter pilot songs (Rated PG-13) on professional CDs and/or tapes are available at $20 each from World-

renowned military songwriter and balladeer, and fellow HEADHUNTER, Dick Jonas.  Contact him at: Erosonic; 

PO Box 1226; Chino Valley, AZ 86323-1226, or his web site at   www.erosonic.com 
 

 

Flying is a great way of life for men who want to feel like boys, but not for those who still are. 
 

HEADHUNTER STORE! 

O 
S 
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f you remember, we have always been sending out these newsletters as First Class with a First Class stamp.  

For the first time in about 15 years (tried it once before….), we mailed the last newsletter by Presorted 

Standard Mail.  Although this would save approximately $1200 per year in postage, supplies, work, etc, it 

has some serious drawbacks.  Not only was the delivery time increased by 3-4 weeks in the States, which can be 

compensated for, but delivery time to all our active duty members overseas in APO’s was increased by addition-

al delays!  If this becomes a serious problem, we’ll return to “The Stamp!” 

 

t was also suggested we send out the newsletter by e-mail and/or post it on our web site, and mail the rest to 

those members without computers.  That’s a great idea in theory, but e-mailing newsletters, some of which 

are 10-12MB in size, to about 600 on-line members (which have to be sorted out from about 100 non-members), 

is a problem.  If they do go out, they would be forwarded on and travel around the world in cyberspace for years.  

There wouldn’t be much incentive to join our Association anymore.   I don’t know of any dues-paying organiza-

tions that do this, so we’ll table this for now.  A “Members Only” section on our web site with a secret code to 

enter also sounds good on the surface—but our membership changes daily….  Some organizations send out 

their “secret” code in an e-mail….  Would anyone like to take this on? 

 

y sincere apologies to Hal Fischer and Jeff Feinstein, our Korean War Double Ace and Vietnam Ace re-

spectively, whom I inadvertently omitted from the list of our Aces that were coming to the reunion in the 

last newsletter.  I distinctly remember typing your names into that paragraph, but they’re not there now….  

Somehow, they must have been deleted during last minute formatting.  I deeply apologize. 

 

early membership dues are now due.  If your dues run out 30 June, you are receiving a “Your Dues Are 

Due” letter enclosed with this newsletter.  If you are a Yearly Member and are not receiving a letter, you’re 

in tall cotton—you’re paid ahead!  Thanks to all for renewing promptly!  If you are one of our LTM’s, you no 

longer have to put up with these yearly “nag” letters!! 
 

*************** 
 

t has been suggested that I divide up the Headhunter duties.  Many have also told me to leave it the way it is.  

Tom “Nogas” & Shannon Reichert have volunteered to take over this Newsletter and Headhunter Store.  Af-

ter more thought, I’ve decided to keep the Newsletter with the rest intact as it is now.  The other functions are 

too interconnected as it was put together over the past 17 years.  To break the different areas apart would be 

more work than doing it as is—which I truly enjoy.  In the meantime, anyone interested in taking over the reins 

of the Association in the next 3-5 years please contact me.  We should have nominations, a ballot, and voting. 

“Continuity Folders” are available for each section (newsletter, store, Master Roster, dues, web site, etc).  It’s a 

piece of cake, and it’ll keep you off the street corners at night!! 

Life is a coin. You can spend it anyway you wish, but you can only spend it once. 

head headhunter corner 

 

I 

I 
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t Col Dave “Hustler” Pedersen, Deputy OG at Luke, and 

Kristina McCann were married on 14 Apr at 1500 in Salt 

Lake City, Utah (that's where Dave grew up).  We all wish 

you both the best of health and happiness for a long life together!  

Welcome to the HEADHUNTERS, Kristina! 

 

Congratulations to Dave & Kristina on their join-up! 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

We take great pride in announcing the birth of the world's youngest HEADHUNTERS! 

 
 

-mail received Valentines Day 14 February: “JayBird, I'm tardy 

but wanted to let you know that Emily Victoria Pardo was born 

21 Dec 06 here in Boston.  She weighed in at 8 lbs and was 20 

inches long.  The attached picture is the two of us 1.5 hours after birth.  

Emily and Mom (Nancy) are doing well.  I finish up my tour as ROTC 

Det 355/CC here at Boston University this summer.  If I survive the 

SERB (I'll know tomorrow), I'll have two more years somewhere.  On 

10 March I plan on being in TX with my father and a small crowd of 

family and friends to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the "Pardo Push" 

and his birthday.  Hope to make it to the reunion.  Take care and thanks 

for the outstanding job you are doing for all Juvats. [signed] ‘Hershey’ 
John R. Pardo, Jr.” 

Congratulations to John & Nancy -- and Emily! 
 

-mail received 28 April:  “Jaybird, I'm sorry I missed the reunion.  It sounds like it was quite a time.  Greet-

ings from Al Udeid, Qatar.  Also, I'd like to announce the arrival of my third daughter!  Keira Elizabeth 

was born on St. Patrick's Day, and weighed at 7 lbs, 12oz.  She's already growing like a weed.  I'll be back to 

see all my girls in 6 short months, hopefully!  What is Good? [signed Maj Jon Tinsley] ‘Meat’” 

Congratulations to Jon & Christine -- and Keira! 

HEADHUNTERS GETTIN’ HITCHED!! 

L 

 

Check 6!! 

THE STORK CORNER! 

 

E 

 

E 
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ast, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all                                        

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS, who we know of, that have made their last takeoff in 

this lifetime since our last newsletter. 
 

 

  Headhunter    Time in 80th   Last Takeoff 

  Maj James L. Cook, Jr  Korea/LTM        Aug 2005 

  Maj David G. Mullison  BTW/LTM    20 Sep 2006 

  Col Allen K. McDonald  Vietnam     20 Feb 2007 

  Earl H. Burmeister   WWII/LTM   10 Mar 2007 

  

etter received 21 January 2007:  “It is with deep sorrow I inform you of the 

death of my husband Major David Gordon Mullison Ret.  He enjoyed your 

Headhunter newsletter.  [signed] Bonnie Mullison; 1756 NE 36
th

 St; Oakland Park, 

FL 33334” 

 

 

 

 

 

-mail received 25 February 2007:  “Col Allen K McDonald, CV, Air Division, Yokota, Japan, died.  I 

will send you the news paper print.  The 80 TFS CC worked for Jacksel Broughton, DO.  Who worked 

for A. K. McDonald, CV, who worked for P. P. Douglas, Division CC, under 5th AF, Japan.  It was a long time 

before we had a wing.  Col A. K. McDonald was a great ‘BOSS’ and flew with the 80 TFS.  He lived down the 

street in Japan and here in Sequim, WA, since 1972.  I will send you the news paper copy.  Those that worked 

for him should be sad.  I am.  Since I am a native of Clallam County and the immigrant control officer, the 

county was greatly improved by such a fine fellow retiring here.  Later.  Burt Blatter”  [Ed note]  Unfortunately 

Col McDonald never joined our Association, but we send our sincere condolences to his family on their loss. 

 

n behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to these families our deepest sympathies 

and sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these individuals made to the Squadron 

and our Country.  May they rest in Peace and forever Soar with the Eagles. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*************************** 

HEADHUNTERS AT REST 

L 

L 

 

E
L 
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May God bless and keep them in His Flight forever. 
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The next regular issue of the HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 August 2007. 
The Headhunter Headlines is the official newsletter of the 80

th
 Fighter Squadron Headhunters Association, Inc., 

a non-profit, tax exempt, War Veterans’ Organization. 

 Copyright 2007, all rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fort Worth was worth it!!  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Col Jay E. "JayBird" Riedel, USAF (Ret)  
The “Head Headhunter” 

 

 
 

 80th Fighter Squadron 

 “HEADHUNTERS" 
       905 Arapaho Ct 

 Columbus, GA 31904 

 

              RETURN SERVICE 

                   REQUESTED 
 

                

    

Father’s Day  –  17 June Mother’s Day  – 13 May       Independence Day  –  4 July Memorial Day  –  28 May 

 

  

 

 


