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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 
 

Bonnie & I wish you all a great Thanksgiving, a very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year in the best of 
health & happiness! 
 

 
 

id you know that our Squadron transitioned from the F-84 “Hog” to the F-100 Super Sabre in 1956-57 

at Itazuke Air Base, Japan?  This photo, sent in by one of our BTW LTM’s, Maj Mike Lemma in July 

2006, shows the full Squadron with one of the new “Huns.”  Many thanks to Mike for this great photo! 
 

Even if you’re on the right track, you’ll get run over if you just sit there. 

  

  

DID YOU KNOW? 

D 

 

Our Squadron with a new F-100 Super Sabre at Itazuke AB, Japan.  Photo taken 31 October 1957, and sent in in July 2006 by Mike Lemma. 



 2 

 

 

 

orb Ruff, one of our WWII legends, LTM’s, reunion regulars, and Squadron “Historian” took a trip with 

his son, Mark, over to Granite Falls, MN on 28 Jun to visit Ron Fagen and his beautifully restored P-38.  

As evidenced by the happy faces above, all had a great time!  Norb completed his WWII tour with 4 

confirmed aerial victories—just 1 short of Ace status, but he also had a few more “probables” and “damaged” 

to, we’re sure, qualify him for that coveted title.  A few lines from our Squadron Song Twin Tailed Lightning 

written in 1982 by Gen Robbins’ son, Robbie, says it all: 
 

With names like Homer, Norb Ruff, and Murphey 

                                                                     Cragg and Robbins—and Kirby, too, 

                                                                    They swept the sky clean of the Jap menace 

                                                                    And came back victors when they flew! 

 

 

 
 

im “Tex” Ritter, our own reunion host, has provided us with the following details 

for our next reunion in Fort Worth! 
       Dates:  19-22 April 2007 

     Place:   Fort Worth, TX 

     Hotel:   AmeriSuites Historic Stockyards 

      Rate:   $129 per night + tax 
 

he price of the hotel includes a full hot buffet breakfast and free                               

parking each day.  Other hotels looked at wanted $14 per day parking and no 

breakfast.  Tex has a lot of great things planned for us throughout the reunion, so grab 

your cowboy hats and boots, and come on down!  Ya’ll won’t wanta miss this’un!!  

(Kirby taught me how to speak Texan!)   The Reunion Signup Sheet will be in the next newsletter.  To make 

Hotel Reservations, call 1-800-833-1516.  Give them the dates & name of the hotel (above) and “80
th

 

Fighter Squadron.”  Confirm the $129 per night + tax rate for all three nights.  Further hotel details can be 

found at:  http://www.amerisuites.com   Dick & Mary Jonas have already “signed up”, so bring your song books 

and best voice, and get ready for another outstanding sing-a-long!  Get your buddies, and come on down! 

NORB RUFF VISITS P-38 

  

Norb back in his WWII office—the P-38 Lightning cockpit. 

Notice the control wheel and not a “stick.” 

Norb (C) with son Mark (L) and P-38 owner, Ron Fagen 

N 

IMPORTANT REUNION INFORMATION!  

 

J 

T 
Partna’, If ya ain’t agoin’ tatha 

reunion, you better draw—now!! 
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n late November 1941 some eighty seven members of the [pilot training] class of 41-I, who had vol-

unteered, were sent from their various training bases over the country to Mitchell Field on Long Is-

land New York.  They had signed a contract with Pan Am to agree to resign their commissions 

(which would be awarded on 12 December 1941) and become employees of Pan Am in order to fly fighter air-

craft from the western coast of Africa to awaiting British pilots in Sudan.  This charade was because we were 

not then at war, and this circumvented the responsibility of assuming blame. 

      At any rate 7 December 1941 undid this and the commissions were not resigned.  Shortly thereafter most of 

the eighty seven were sent to Dale Mabry Field in Florida for a short period.  Some checked out in the P-39's 

and subsequently flew them down to Panama.  The rest boarded the USS Kent in Charlestown and sailed Zigzag 

for six days to Panama.  They were stationed on both the Pacific and Gulf sides of the canal doing patrol flights 

looking for possible Jap and German subs. 

       Then in early June twenty six were put on a C-47 and flown to Travis AFB in California.  After a short stay 

they were put on a LB-30 ( a cargo version of the B-24) and with Sears Roebuck sleeping bags and sack lunches 

sent to first Hawaii (Hickam Field), New Caledonia and finally to Newcastle, Australia.  Here we all checked 

out in ancient Dutch West Indies planes to get our flying time in.  Then down to a small strip (Petrie) outside 

Brisbane.  There those of us who had never flown the P-39 were checked out. 

       It was here that the 80th Fighter Squadron was activated with a core group of 41-I pilots. 

       After a short training period, merely to familiarize most of us with the craft, we boarded a converted Aussie 

commercial plane in late June 1942, and after some pauses in Townsville flew to 7-mile strip in Port Moresby, 

New Guinea. 

        And finally to a camp called Virgin Lane from whence we flew missions off 12 and 14-mile strips. 

        So who were some of these intrepids?  Nevel, Bateson, Lundy, Willett, Kirby, Hill, Helsinki et al. 

        Fortunately we had some forty one E-8's to head our flights and a Major Greasley to be our CO.  Doc Pat-

rick was our squadron MD, an acerbic but competent friend of us all. 

        So from humble beginnings the squadron took off.  We had some crackerjack shots, and from the very first 

started running up the score of kills. 

         Other 41-I‘ers: Cobb, Rogers, Borowski, Griffin, Chiles. 

My sixty year old memories seem to come in bits and pieces.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 wanted to take a minute and tell you about another pummeling we delivered to the [35
th

 FS] Pantons.  

We had an exercise during the second week of September.  Our [Aircraft Maintenance Unit] AMU ran 

a textbook generation with all jets ready to fly well within the timeline.  Watching the blocks green up 

(on the status tracker) like clockwork was a thing of beauty.  Likewise, we only lost one sortie during the three 

days of flying.  As for the employment, the JUVATs ruled once again, achieving 90.3% valid weapons employ-

ment overall……far, far above that of the other squadron on this base.  I don’t know how I can get any prouder!  

On a sad note, Lt Col Dan ‘Red’ Tippett departed the [Republic of Korea] ROK for the great huntin’ grounds of 

Eielson AFB, Alaska.  He achieved a great deal while he was here, kept operations on the perfect vector and will 

be sorely missed.  The flip side is that Maj. Pete ‘Cujo’ Bilodeau has taken the DO seat and is ready to rage.  It’s 

good to have legacies at the helm.  We hope that all is well with all the legacy JUVATs out there.  [Signed] 

‘Jethro’   Lt Col Al Wimmer; 80FS/CC; JUVAT Lead (Centurion)”  [Ed note]  Red, thanks again for an out-

standing job well done, and best of luck to you as you move on in your career.  Cujo, welcome back to the Kun 

and our Headhunter Squadron for your second 80
th

 tour!  Best of luck to you, too, for another exceptional year 

on “The ROK!” 

Memories from Gordon Willett  

“I 

NEWS FROM THE KUN 

"I 
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eorge Schwartz Welch made history as one of only 14 American pilots that managed to get airborne 

during the attack on Pearl Harbor on the morning of December 7th, 1941.  Four lost their lives to the 

overwhelming odds of 353 enemy aircraft.  As a 2Lt at the time, he was credited with 4 of the 10 enemy 

fighters shot down that day "that will live in infamy."  Both Welch and his close friend, 2Lt Kenneth Taylor (2 

Kills that day), who was with Welch driving out to their P-40's in a private auto, and who's exploits were glam-

orized in the 2001 movie "Pearl Harbor,"  

were both awarded the Distinguished Service 

Cross for their action that day.  Welch went on 

to become one of the top Pacific Aces with 16 

kills & 1 probable. 

 

he photo below left, sent in 12 September 

2006 by Bob Rocker, shows three of our 

80
th

 pilots c1944.  Capt Welch is on the right, 

the pilot in the middle is another ace, Don 

McGee, and the pilot on the left is Robert 

Bennett.  Don completed his WWII tour with 6 

confirmed aerial victories and is an LTM of our Association.  The photo below right of Cragg & Welch, sent in 

16 May 2001 by Jolyon Welch, was taken 3 Sept 1943 in New Guinea when both of these famous aces were in 

the 80th Fighter Squadron.  Maj Edward "Porky" Cragg (L) was the Squadron Commander who gave our 

Squadron the name "Headhunters."  The photo was taken just outside the Officers' Club at Port Moresby with 

our Headhunters sign.  An exact replica of this famous sign hangs above our Hospitality Room entrance at each 
of our reunions to this day.  Porky Cragg was lost 3½ months later on 26 December shortly after getting his 15

th
 kill. 

 

 

t Welch was originally assigned to the 36
th

 Squadron flying P-39 Airacobras in mid 1942.  On 7 December 

1942, exactly one year after the attack on Pearl Harbor, he added three more victories to his original four.  

This one-day aerial victory was the first triple score for an 8
th

 Fighter Group pilot in the War and made Welch 

GEORGE S. WELCH--WWII 80TH ACE  

G 

  

Kenneth Taylor c1996 
Capt George S. Welch  c1943 

 

T 

  

L 
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the first pilot to achieve Ace status in the Group.  On 

June 4
th

, 1943, Welch was transferred to our 80
th

 

Fighter Squadron to become the Operations Officer.  

The book Attack & Conquer—the 8
th

 Fighter Group in 

WWII by Stanaway & Hickey, has this interesting 

quote: “He [Welch] was something of a shock to the 

men of the 80
th

 who were used to easygoing, friendly 

types of pilots.  Welch apparently felt he was some-

thing of a celebrity and regarded some of the other pi-

lots with indifference and all of the enlisted men with 

disdain.  Welch was habitually disregarding camp rules 

and was usually in trouble with some minor infraction 

charged against him.  At one point he was confined to 

his hut and his meals were brought in to him.”  The 

80
th

 Squadron had transitioned to the P-38 Lightning, 

and on June 21
st
, Welch was credited with two more 

victories and one probable.  On August 20
th

, 1943, our 

Squadron knocked down 10 enemy aircraft over 

Wewak.  Welch got three of those kills which in-

creased his total to 10.  On September 2
nd

, our Squadron claimed another 6 confirmed victories over Wewak, 

and Welch was credited with 4 of those bringing his total to 16 with one probable.  After this mission, Welch 

was the second ranking Ace in the V Fighter Command, actually tying Dick Bong who scored his sixteenth vic-

tory in July.   

Another quote from Attack & Conquer is worth a 

look:  “If Welch was unpopular with the other pilots 

and enlisted men of the 80
th

, he was virtually anathe-

ma to Porky Cragg.  Welch was both unruly and high-

ly successful in combat, two factors that would hardly 

endear him to his squadron commander.  Cragg kept a 

pet parrot in his office and Welch had a dog of violent 

reputation.  One day the inevitable happened and 

Cragg had an office filled with bloody feathers thanks 

to Welch’s dog.  In a dark funk, Cragg scheduled him-

self for immediate leave and went down to Australia 

looking for a bull terrier.  He found a great one that he 

brought back to New Guinea.  The new dog took over 

the camp and completely vanquished Welch’s animal.  

Welch went on leave sometime before he left for 

home around October 1943 and left his dog in the 

care of some younger pilots.  These pilots took the dog over to the club and fed it egg cordials – which the dog 

seemed to love.  The dog got so drunk that its legs ceased to function.  The pilots (some older hands believe it 

was the Paul Murphey, Louis Schriber contingent, but no matter) were afraid the dog was going to die and 

walked the poor, drunk mutt until it could navigate on its own.  Apparently, Welch never knew how his dog had 

been abused, but he did wonder why there were so many red-eyed and exhausted pilots on the morning mission 

when he returned a couple of days later.” 

 

 

 

Welch’s P-39 showing 7 victories after his December 7th 1942 mission. 

(photo from Attack & Conquer—the 8th Fighter Group in WWII)  

Capt G.S. Welch’s P-38 after his last victories. 

(photo from Attack & Conquer—the 8th Fighter Group in WWII) 
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s a civilian North American test pilot after the War, he made the first flight of the XP-86 Sabre in 1947.  In 

1953 the first YF-100A (#52-5754) was completed.  It was moved from the Los Angeles factory out to Ed-

wards AFB, and company test pilot George S. "Wheaties" Welch made the maiden flight on May 25th, 1953.  

He was killed a year later in 1954 while testing a production model F-100 Super Sabre. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

t gives us great pleasure to welcome these 2 new member to our ranks for the first time (in the order of 

“signing up” since 1 August).  Equally rewarding are the many members, not shown here, who have re-

joined after 1, 2, 3, up to 15 years absence!   Welcome to all!  At press time we have 297 Yearly, plus 642 

LifeTime Members (LTMs)—939 Total!! 
 

Here is the roll call of our new members—with their time in the 80th: 
 Gary D. Martin (BTW/CC Son)  Larry G. Henkes, III (WWII G-Son)  

 

riends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change and/or Master E-

mail & Fax List Change (enclosed), give 'em a call, write 'em a letter, or beam an e-mail mes-

sage over to them.  Or better yet, ask them to meet you at the next reunion 19-22 April 2007 in 

Fort Worth!  Great to have you all in formation—and what a super one it is!!  Do you have 

Headhunter friends that aren’t members?  If so, please let me have their addresses, and I’ll send 

a “Please Join Us” letter to them.  How about all of our active duty JUVATS in the 80th 

today?  Cleared to join up, Y’all!   See your SNACKO for Member Information Forms and 

mailing envelopes, or contact me directly—your first year is FREE!!   Thank you! 
 

 

 

 
 

-mail received 2 August: “We just finished up a peninsula-wide 

exercise which lasted for 5 days.  What a blast!  We flew lots of 

sorties and had to deal with a lot of foul weather but only lost a 

few gos due to massive amounts of rain falling.  Osan got 15” of rain 

and was flooded badly in some spots.  The Headhunters kicked it in the 

shorts (JUVAT standard) with some impressive effectiveness numbers.  

The parties at the end of that week were very good. 

     In the near future we have a lot of exciting events.  Next week we 

will be shooting some live [air-to-ground] Maverick missiles, along 

with taking 10 jets to humiliate the [F-15] Eagles at Kadena while dropping live bombs on a postage stamp is-

land down there.  The following week we will fire live AIM-9 air-to-air missiles off our jets.  Our DO, “Red” 

Tippett has put together the entire program for 7th AF and all the fighter units [in Korea] on the ROK will get to 

shoot as a result.  More exercising in September and the pace never slows!  All the best from the current batch 

of Headhunters to the alumni.”  [Signed Lt Col Al Wimmer, 80
th

 FS Commander] “Jethro” 
 

A 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

I 

 

F 

THE MAIL BAG 

E 
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-mail received 4 August:  “Jaybird, Just got back from a Road Trip to Kunsan to teach the Juvats all about 

their new SCU5.1 software.  I spent a week with the boys and got to do some good flying and drinking. Got 

to meet a new [Any Juvat—the newest pilot in the Squadron] A.J. as well.  The 80FS is in great hands with 

Jethro Wimmer and Red Tippett leading the way.  As Red moves on to Alaska, he will be replaced by my good 

friend Cujo Bilodeau as Juvat DO.  As I look at the August Newsletter, I see Spam getting promoted.  Since I 

just made [Lt Colonel] O-5 on Monday, either the 1996 class of Juvats are kicking butt, or the Air Force will 

promote anybody.  Take care, Picasso/Mutt  Lt Col Matt "Mutt" Manifold” [Ed note] I believe the 

Headhunters/Juvats are kickin’ butt, as always—“Juvat Standard!!” Congratulations to you, Red & Cujo! Cujo 

is another of our LTM’s! 

 

-mail received 4 August:  “Jay, thanks a million for sending me a copy of HEADHUNTER HEADLINES, 

and thanks for printing my Aces Reunion report.  If you’re ever in southwest Oklahoma, come see us at 

Boothe Drug Store in Hobart, and have a malt or chocolate soda at the fountain (on the house).  Truett Guthrie” 

 

-mail received 5 August:  This e-mail was sent to Kirby: “Sir, My name is Maj John "Voodoo" Forino, and I 

am proud to say that I am a Juvat!  Lt Col Wimmer forwarded your email address, and I just figured it was 

a great chance to introduce myself to a legend.  Your story lives on strong, and the Juvats are doing great—as 

always, the most fierce combat aviators in the CAF, and a true bunch of professionals.  I got here last December, 

and was an ADO in the squadron for a couple months before being drafted to the Wing to be the Wing CC Di-

rector of Staff....needless to say I don't fly as much as I would like, but it is a necessary job.  Anyway, hope this 

message finds you well and in good health.  Not sure if you are aware of all the latest and greatest capabilities 

we have here, but the Viper is a mean machine!  We are ready for what ever comes our way, and the proud tradi-

tion of the Juvats gives us the courage and fortitude to face any enemy...there is no way we would ever let you 

guys down!  Best wishes and check 6, Voodoo” [Ed note] Voodoo, you and all the rest of the Headhunters are 

carrying on our Squadron traditions, and you all make all of us very proud!  We wish each and every one of you 

the very best of luck in your chosen professions. 

 

-mail received 8 August:  “Jay Bird,  Thanks for the recent HeadHunter Headlines.  As always, great up-

dates.  Nice article regarding the Juvat Change of Command.  Appreciate Jethro’s words.  We will make a 

major push from Luke for the April reunion.  240 [instructor pilots] IPs on the ramp…about 40% carry a Juvat 

Nickel!  Check 360, [signed Col Tim Strawther, 56 OG/CC Luke AFB]  “Bounce” [Ed note] Thanks, Bounce—

we’re looking forward to seeing you all there! 

 

-mail received 10 August:  “Hi Jaybird- Thank you for sending me the newsletters.  I've already had a call 

from Richard Mudd of San Antonio and a letter from David Curtis of Dallas.  Both have vivid recollections 

of the day of dad's accident.  Richard was in dad's flight and circled the scene following the ejection.  In talking 

with Rich Mudd tonight, he told me of efforts by a Major Voge to create a memorial for dad.  Do you have con-

tact information on him?  I also wanted to correct the mention of dad's rank: he was a Major according to all our 

records, and not a Lt Colonel.  Another person mentioned is Maurice Elkins, who was dad's wingman at the 

time of the accident.  I'm going to try to locate him or his family and wonder if you have ever run across his 

name.  Again, my thanks to you for putting me in contact with these men.  I look forward to meeting you.  Best 

regards, Gary [Martin]” 

 

etter received 11 August:  “Dear Col Riedel, I am writing to inform you that you may remove my name from 

your ‘Headhunter Headlines’ mailing list.  I am the widow of MSgt Rhodes Barbarick WWII/LTM.  He 

died several years ago, and you kindly continued to mail me the Headhunter news.  Rhodes immensely enjoyed 

the paper and so have I, but now there are few names I recall Rhodes speaking of.  God bless you and all of our 

E 

E 

E 

E 

E 

L 
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many veterans; we owe each and every one our utmost forever gratitude.  Sincerely, Sue Barbarick; 1911 

Oakcliff Dr; Columbia, MO 65203”  [Ed note] In keeping with her wishes, we have removed Sue from our mail-

ing list.  God’s Speed. 

 

-mail received 15 August:  “JayBird, I just received my "Jethro/Chops" Wimmer addition--a '94-'95 Juvat 

classmate--and wanted to make sure you had my latest info in case any Juvats get thirsty stateside.  My new 

address is 138A 4th Street; Hill AFB, UT 84056.  I recently took over as the [Operations Group commander] 

OG at the best [Continental United States] CONUS F-16 assignment and wanted you to know that I appreciate 

your efforts to keep the traditions alive.  We are going to do our part at the 388 FW to do the same, and I for the 

record, love getting seasoned Wolf Pack warriors here at Hill [Air Force Base, UT].  My best, Col ‘Patches’ 

Christopherson; Commander 388 OG” [Ed note] Thanks, Patches—Kun grads are the best! 

 

-mail received 13 September:  “Jaybird, I wanted to update you with my new address now that I have the 

privilege of working for ‘Jethro’ Wimmer as the new Juvat DO.  It seems like yesterday (95’) that I was a 

[young lieutenant] punk while ‘Jethro’ was a flight commander in the 80
th

 Squadron.  The [Republic of Korea] 

ROK has certainly changed especially the Ops building and of course the jets.  But the young Juvat pilots are 

still full of the same ‘warrior spirit’. Plus they are making the wing proud especially after this last exercise.  As 

Juvat DO, I promise to continue the great ‘Old School’ Juvat traditions!  As always, we will be ready to take the 

fight north!  Audentes Fortuna Juvat!!!!!  ‘Cujo’  Major Pete Bilodeau  80FS/DO”  [Ed note]  Thanks, Cujo—

welcome back to “The ROK!” 

 

-mail received 17 October:  “Jaybird, To update you on our Grandson that is an F-16 pilot with the 121st FS 

at Andrews AFB—he is in Iraq for 2 months.  He is enjoying every minute of it.  Respectfully,  

Bob Railey” 

 

-mail received 18 October:  “I have to 

tell you a funny story (all your fault):  I 

have been planning this tattoo forever, Papa 

didn't know about it, I told very few people 

after I found the picture.  I got a call from 

my father on a Friday evening, he left a 

voice mail "I know about your plan to irri-

tate me in the near future, call me".  I 

racked my brains trying to figure out who 

told him, so I called him and asked.  He 

said, “No one told me, I read it."  I said, 

"Where?" and he said, "The newsletter!"  I 

have never in my life been able to hide any-

thing from my father, and your newsletter 

has just perpetuated that problem for me.  

I'm damn near 42 years old, and I still can't 

keep anything from him.  My father hates 

my tattoos, but is now looking for "his" tat-

too.  Thanks again for your website.  I have 

tons of pictures now from their photo al-

bums of the men at play during those years 

and their work photos.  If you would like any of them, I would be happy to scan them for you.  I have pictures of 

E 

E 

E 

E 

 
Photo sent in by Giles Gainer of part of the 80th deployed to Korat in Dec 1964. 

Kneeling L to R:  Phil Coll, Ops. Off., John P. Anderson, Cmdr, Art Mearns, Vic Vizcarra 
Standing L to R:  Robert Reichardt, John C. Atkinson, Giles Gainer, Andy Olman, 

Larry Wilson, Gary Banks and Delbert Smith 
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Art Mearns (shot down and died) that are lovely.  I have recently added the POW/MIA sticker on my car and 

want to add it to my motorcycle, and a friend said to me today, "Why, your father wasn't a POW" and I tried to 

explain Art Mearns and Quincy Collins who were a part of my life for as long as I remember, but I never got to 

see them.  I remember as a child (and that is a long time ago) praying for Uncle Art and Uncle Quincy and their 

safe return.  Fortunately, Quincy came home when Nixon brought our boys home, but Art never really did.  

Thank you again for the website and your correspondence.  It amuses my Father and reminds me of how very 

important he and his friends were for our country.  [Signed] Monique Gainer”  [Ed note] Monique is the daugh-

ter of Giles Gainer, who was in our Squadron flying F-105 “Thuds” in 1964 during the Vietnam War (see photo 

above).  She found a photo sent in by Dave Groark of three Thuds with Mt Fuji on our web site Vietnam Photos 

Page and will use it as a tattoo to honor her father. 

 

 

 

 

t’s almost Christmas again and time to get those perfect gifts for yourself or your 

favorite Headhunter!  Fill up your stocking with some of these goodies, and 

wear/use them proudly—not just at the reunions, but wherever you go!  It’s a 

great way to find other HEADHUNTERS, too!  Unless purchased at a reunion, a small fee 

of $4 for single items or $6 for two or more items should be added for postage to 

all orders (unless otherwise noted)—I’ll take care of the “handling!” 

 

Curious to see what these items look like?  Check them out on our Web Site STORE Page! 
  

Blazer Emblem (men’s or ladies) $35  Golf Shirt (specify size)  $30 

  Squadron Unique Silk Tie  $39  T Shirt (specify size)  $17 

  Ladies Floppy Bow (matches tie)    $20  Squadron F-16 Litho Print   $10 

  Sq “Nickel” Coin or Keychain  $  5  White & Green Trim Hat $12 

  *Personalized Sq coffee mug  $22  All White Hat   $12 

*Personalized  Sq beer stein  $25  Black Hat   $12 

  *Mug & Stein set as above  $45  Korean-era Sq Patch  $  5 

  Headhunter Tattoos (fun!) 2 for a  $  1  Vietnam-era Sq Patch  $  5 

  **Personalized etched Sq beer mug $25  WWII/Current Sq Patch  $  5 

    Lapel Pin/Tie Tack  $  3 
 

<<< CD of Headhunter Songs by the JBC…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

<<< 80th Squadron History DVD & CD set….$20 (postage included)>>> 

<<< Passing the Flame CD…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

 
 

* Please include name and/or callsign desired on your mug/stein (up to 20 letters), aircraft desired, and 

right/left handed with your order.  Unless otherwise stated, the current Squadron logo & your first name in 

Old English will be on the front (handle left for right-handed drinker), and an F-16 will be on the back. 
 

** Large 25oz mug is beautiful etched glass.  Please indicate Squadron logo or our Association logo desired, 

choice of P-39, P-38, P-51, F-80, F-86, F-84, F-100, F-105, F-4, or F-16, and include name and/or callsign in 

HEADHUNTER” or standard bold font, and right/left handed, with your order. Personal markings (tail num-

ber/markings, aerial victories, etc.) available.  Other aircraft may be available.  Please call for quote. 
 

HEADHUNTER STORE! 

  

I 
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Please send check to “The Headhunters”; 905 Arapaho Ct; Columbus, GA 31904-1242.  Please don’t forget 

postage of $4 for single items or $6 for two or more items should be added on all orders (accept patches, 

coins, tattoos, & lapel pin—please send $1 postage.) 
 

Fighter pilot songs (Rated PG) on professional CDs and/or tapes are available at $20 each from World-

renowned military songwriter and balladeer, and fellow HEADHUNTER, Dick Jonas.  Contact him at: Erosonic; 

PO Box 1226; Chino Valley, AZ 86323-1226, or his web site at http://www.erosonic.com 
 

Talk is cheap because supply exceeds demand.  
 


 

If you would like to make a tax deductible contribution to one of your favorite organizations, our own 80
th

 Fighter 

Squadron Headhunters Association qualifies!  Now is the time for your 2006 tax year!  Just mail to our address on the 

front cover, and you’ll receive a receipt for your tax records.  Thank you. 

 

FROM                         FOR, OR IN MEMORY OF                                    AMOUNT 

Lt Col Clif Birchman      “Headlines” Printing & Mailing     $50 

 

 
 

 

 

 

ur CD of Headhunter songs by the Juvat Boys Choir hasn’t quite “gone plati-

num” yet, but it is a great CD of our Squadron songs—all written and sung by 

our fellow Headhunters.  There are two more of our songs on the Passing the 

Flame CD—both of these CD’s are from the Dick Jonas collection and are available 

from our store or Dick.  Get some today for yourself and your buddies in other squadrons, and let ‘em know 

where you’re from!  Also, our Squadron History DVD/CD 2-disk set is available and would make an outstand-

ing gift for that special Headhunter/parent/friend in your life.  Surprise them with that special gift!  Check out 

the Headhunter Store above. 

  

 
 

 
 

-mail received 19 August: “We are pleased to 

announce the arrival of our newest addition 

to the family.  Lily Grace Scheel was born 

on 16 August at 08:36 AM.  Little Lily weighed in 

at 6 lbs, 11 ozs and measured 19 inches long.  Ro 

and Lily are doing great, although Ro is still in a lot 

of pain from the C-section.  Both are now at home 

recovering and Chloe and Nina are VERY excited to have a little sister.  

Hope this email finds everybody happy and healthy. Love, Lynn, Ro, 

Chloe, Nina, and Lily” 

Congratulations to Lynn, Ro, & Two New Sisters of Lily! 
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-mail received 18 October:  “We just had a new addition to the family.  

You ready?  Isaiah Skye Langdon Adwoa Barker.  She'll go by "Isa" 

like Lisa without the "L".  She was born 9 Oct at 1127 PM weighing in at 7 

lbs 1 oz and 18 inches.  Here's a photo with the Barker Family youth.  Hope 

all is well.  We are under-rested but over-happy here at the Barker House-

hold.  Have a Blessed Day.” 

 

Congratulations to Gary & Michelle on their new flight member! 
 
 

 
 

ast, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all                                        

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS, who we know of, that have made their last takeoff in 

this lifetime since our last newsletter. 
 

 

  Headhunter    Time in 80th   Last Takeoff 

  Col Flavel P. Sabin   Korea/CC   28 Jan 2004 

  Col Dennis R. Fanning  Vietnam   29 May 2006 

  Lt Col John P. Raymer  BTW/LTM   24 July 2006 

  Lt Col Edward C. Jones  Korea/LTM         Unk 

  Col Charles W. Stark  Korea 8
th

 FBW/CC  14 Oct 2006 
     

-mail received 27 July: “I am Col Fanning's daughter-in-law.  He passed away unexpectedly May 29th, 

Memorial Day.  His funeral is August 16th at Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia.  If you would 

like to view his obituary, please go to www.nebfh.com and click on obits.  It is an awesome write up, although 

we would have all preferred to have him hang around a little bit longer.  Please feel free to e-mail me if you 

have any questions.  Thanks, Judy Fanning”  [Ed note] We have passed on our sincere condolences to Judy and 

her family.  Rest in Peace, Dennis, you’ve earned it. 

 

n behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to these families our deepest sympathies 

and sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these individuals made to the Squadron and 

our Country.  May they rest in Peace and forever Soar with the Eagles. 
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May God bless and keep them in His Flight forever. 
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The next regular issue of the HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 February 2007. 
The Headhunter Headlines is the official newsletter of the 80

th
 Fighter Squadron Headhunters Association, Inc., 

a non-profit, tax exempt, War Veterans’ Organization. 

 Copyright 2006, all rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fort Worth here we come – 19-22 April!  
(Please block on your calendars!!) 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Col Jay E. "JayBird" Riedel, USAF (Ret)  
The “Head Headhunter” 
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