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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 
 

Bonnie & I hope this newsletter finds you all in the best of health & happiness for this beautiful Holliday Season! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ur Squadron meeting area/party hooch, Brunigan’s, 

commonly known as Bruni’s, lost its battle with ur-

ban sprawl at Kunsan on 9 June.  It was torn down 

along with other similar buildings to make way for a new 

multi-million dollar billeting/dorm.  Many of us have unfor-

gettable memories there since the old hooch became 

Brunigan’s in 1986, and serious work has been on-going for 

many months to find/build a replacement.  Military funds are 

not available and private funds need to be legally acceptable.  

Those details are being worked out now.  As soon as we 

know how to proceed, we may be asking our Membership 

for help to bring a new Bruni’s to fruition! 

  

  

BRUNI’S LOST TO MAKE WAY FOR NEW DORM 

  
Bruni’s just before being torn down 9 June 07.  Photo sent in by Scoot-

er “Dozer” White 
Party in Bruni’s when we visited the Kun spring 2005.  Sq/CC Steve “Clapper” 

Clapp (L) with a Squadron Snake.  Photo of Sq Ace Paul Murphey on the bar. 

 

O 

Millennium New Years in Bruni’s—together for a new second, minute, 

hour, day, month, year, decade, century and millennium—priceless! 
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Story by John L. Frisbee 

Uncommon courage, ingenuity, and skill were combined in a unique experience of the Vietnam War. 
 

here are pilots who fly fighters, and there are fighter pilots.  Retired Lt Col Bob Pardo is one of the latter. 

When he's not flying corporate jets in Colorado, he's doing aerobatics in single-engine planes with fighter 

pilot friends.  Of the 132 missions he flew in Vietnam with the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing, the most mem-

orable is that of March 10, 1967, when he and his weapon system officer, Lt Steve Wayne, went against steel 

mills near Hanoi.  In their flight was Capt Earl Aman and his "Guy in Back (GIB)," Lt Bob Houghton.  The Ha-

noi area was the most heavily defended in the history of air warfare, and on that day enemy ground fire was the 

heaviest Captain Pardo had seen in his many trips “down-

town.”  Before they reached the target, Captain Aman's F-4 

was hit, but he was able to stay with the formation.  As they 

were rolling in on the target, antiaircraft gunners found 

Aman again.  His aircraft began to leak fuel rapidly. Pardo 

also was hit but was able to continue with the strike, though 

his F-4, too, was leaking fuel.  By the time they were above 

20,000 feet on their way out, it was obvious that Aman did 

not have enough fuel to reach Laos, where he and Hough-

ton could bail out with a reasonable chance of being res-

cued.  If they punched out over North Vietnam, they were 

almost certain to be captured and either killed or sent to re-

served accommodations at the Hanoi Hilton.  Bob Pardo, 

on the other hand, probably had enough fuel, with careful management, to reach a tanker, leaving Aman and 

Houghton to an uncertain fate.  That was not Pardo's way.  "How can you fly off and leave someone you just 

fought a battle with?" asks Pardo. "The thought never occurred to me."  He would stay as long as Aman's fuel 

lasted, then think of some way to get the two men to safety.  Pardo didn't have long to think about it.  While they 

were still over North Vietnam, Aman flamed out.  What to do now?  Desperate situations demand desperate 

measures.  Pardo decided to do something that, to his knowledge, had not been done before.  He would push 

Aman's F-4 to Laos.  (In 1952, during the Korean War while Pardo was still in high school, fighter ace Robbie 

Risner had pushed his wingman out of North Korea in an F-86.  Pilots then were ordered to refrain from at-

tempting the hazardous act again, and the event, which Risner hardly ever mentioned, faded from memory.)  

With delicate touch, Pardo brought the nose of his damaged aircraft into contact with Aman's F-4, now plunging 

toward the Laotian jungle at 250 knots.  He soon found that the pointed nose of an F-4 was not designed for 

pushing anything more solid than air.  After several failed attempts, Bob Pardo came up with a brilliant idea.  

He told Aman to drop his tailhook [used to snag steel arresting cables on Navy carriers or runways].  He then 

maneuvered his windscreen against the tailhook.  It worked, but about every thirty seconds Pardo would lose 

contact because of turbulence, then back off and come in again.  It was an extraordinary job of flying.  Aman's 

rate of descent was reduced to 1,500 feet per minute.  Their problems were not over.  Pardo's left engine caught 

fire.  He shut it down, then restarted it, and again it caught fire.  Never mind that.  He would be at zero fuel in 

ten minutes anyway.  It was time for everyone to hit the silk.  Aman and Houghton bailed out at 6,000 feet, fol-

lowed shortly by Wayne and Pardo. Once on the ground, Aman and Houghton were pursued by the enemy but 

managed to elude them.  All four men were picked up by rescue helicopters, Pardo, who bailed out last, was res-

cued forty-five minutes after the others, and returned to their base at Ubon RTAB, Thailand.  Bob Pardo was an 

instant hero to the other pilots but not to some higher echelon accountants, who threatened to bring charges 

against him for losing an expensive airplane.  Good judgment prevailed, and the charges were dropped.  Two 

decades later, he and Steve Wayne each were awarded the Silver Star for what came to be known as Pardo's 

Push, immortalized in a striking painting, above, by aviation artist Steve Ferguson. 
 

Stolen from AIR FORCE Magazine/October 1996.   Footnote: The aircraft involved were F-4Ds 63-7653 and 64-0839. 

Pardo's Push 

T 
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“The rest of the story” 

Lt Col Bob Pardo (Ret) is the father of one of our LTM’s, Col John R. “Hershey” Pardo Jr.  They are shown here at Hershey’s retire-

ment this summer, Bob Pardo is an active member of the River Rats Organization and a highly respected member of the Fighter Pilot 

community.  Hershey and his wife Nancy now reside in Dupont, WA. 

 

 
 
           

 

-mail received 20 July: “Jaybird; Greetings from Iraq.  I just 

thought you'd like to see a little graffiti that this old chaplain put 

on the wall of our gym over here.  I saw all these other squad-

rons on the walls and I 

couldn't resist making 

a Juvat mark on the 

world.  Blessings to 

you—[Chaplain Maj 

George Youstra] Saul”  

[Ed note]  Thanks for the advertisement, Saul! 

 

 

THE MAIL BAG 

E 
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-mail received 22 July:  “Dear friends, Been thinking of all my friends so much and meaning to write.  I 

moved to our new house in Stanford while Ian was away for just over 2 months, but presently back in 

Hermanus again.  I had no phone or ‘puter there so quite disconnected from the world and only came into 

Hermanus to collect e-mail on my laptop. 

 

Word spreads fast around the world in a week and I am starting to get calls and queries, so here is the 

scoop ...... 

 

Please beam me lots of good energy.  I am going to need it.  Yesterday they removed some scar tissue 

from an op of 4 years ago, which was benign ...no wonder, after radiation and chemo I doubt anything is alive in 

that tissue.  However, my left lung has 3 'spots' on it and will be seeing an oncologist on Monday.  Things mov-

ing quickly.  They picked up one spot on an x-ray when I went in for the 6 mth mammogram and chest x-ray 

check up and then when the surgeon called for CT scan 3 spots were seen, so they scanned the liver and abdo-

men and that is all fine.  The spots are very small and recent so they might decide to just use chemo, as to surgi-

cally remove anything from a lung I gather is quite difficult.  That decision rather depends on the judgment of 

the oncologist and a thoracic surgeon.  I was shocked, shaken and then angry.  Angry because I have paid my 

dues and gone through this once and learned from it.  Then I was a wimp and shed some tears.  Presently I am a 

little tender because of the op.  Now I am confused and want to know how it will all be handled, then I will be 

okay......once I/we know on Monday what the strategy will be, the path can be followed as it must.  I reckon it 

will be a whole heap of chemo and I can handle that, just hope it is not going to be a horrid series of more than 8 

doses.  Stupidly I went into Google and checked 'lung cancer'...bad bad move!!  Anyway things rock along here.  

Had a stressful few years and finally all was on track to some smooth sailing and doing what I came back to 

[South Africa] SA to do.  One does not have the power entirely in our own hands to do what we want to do hey?  

Anyway all those fun things will have to wait a while and let me get over this hurdle first.  So that’s the scoop.  

If there is a positive side to this it allows me to happily resign from about four committees I am on!  Lots of 

love to you all and please keep in touch.  Think of you all so often and wonder where you all are and how you 

are doing.  [Signed Penny Wilson]  --penn---  {Ed note]  Our LTM Penny Wilson, our “Angel of Lampasas” 

who took care of Kirby in early 2000 (see our Lampasas Reunion Page on our web site) lives in South Africa.  

Her e-mail address is   pennyw@hermanus.co.za   and snail-mail is: 

 

PENELOPE E. WILSON 

19, 2nd STREET;  VOELKLIP 

HEMANUS 7200, SOUTH AFRICA 

 

Get well quickly, Penn, and come back and see us! 

 

 

-mail received 22 July:  “Jaybird, I wanted to touch base with you and introduce myself as the new [Juvat 

Boys Choir] JBC lead.  I took over a couple weeks ago and will be here for about another 1 1/2 months.   

After that I will be off to Luke.  I am sure you have been talking to the bosses, but I would like to keep you in-

formed with the Juvats from the younger guy bro level.  We don't have a whole lot going on this month.  Next 

weekend we are having a going away party for [Lt Col Pete Bilodeau, OpsO] Cujo and 4 others.  It will be a sad 

day for the squadron to see him go. Great role model for the young guys and about the most tactical leader you 

could have.  Next month we are going to be having a meet [“Any Juvat”—the newest members of the Squadron] 

AJ and a naming for about 6 new Juvats.  Should be a good time.  I'll have to admit, losing Bruni's was a huge 

E 

E 
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blow to the moral, but we are keeping our craniums up.  Anyhow, I will continue to keep you up to date and 

maybe see if I can get some pictures out to you guys.  Talk to you soon!  [Signed] Capt Gregory 'Nailz' Collister; 

Chief of Stan/Eval, 80FS; 782-5100   Crush 'Em” 

 

-mail received 26 August:  “Jaybird, I write to you with sadness in my heart.  This upcoming Friday will be 

my last stand as JBC lead since I am PCS'ing the following week.  But, for good news, I am leaving 'Deuce' 

Wilder in charge.  He is definitely the perfect candidate and we'll certainly uphold the tradition of the Juvats.  It 

has been a real pleasure getting to talk to you guys and I will definitely keep in touch when I show up in Phoe-

nix.  I am going to be sending some pictures from our last sweep as soon as I get them and I will also attach a 

couple from this upcoming weekend.  Thanks for all your help!  [Signed] Capt Gregory 'Nailz' Collister; Chief 

of Stan/Eval, 80FS  Crush 'Em” 

 

-mail reply sent 27 August:  “Nailz, I understand where you are--I've been in 12 fighter squadrons, but all 

pale to the 80th.  The new guys don't know this yet, but as their careers mature, they will look back on the 

80th as the best year of their flying career.  Thanks for your tour as JBC Lead and Chief of Stan/Eval--YIKES!  

That still sends chills down my back as you guys used to walk in and say, "This is a no-notice instrument 

check!!"  One had to work real fast to come up with a way to go DNIF!!!  :O|   Have a great weekend, and a safe 

PCS back to the "Land of the Big BX" and Luke.  PLEASE let me have your new address when you can so I 

don't loose you.  Military bases don't give out forwarding addresses--just "Moved--no longer at this address" 
 

Break..break! 
 

Deuce!  Congrats on getting the JBC Lead position!  That isn't handed down without much thought.  As I said 

before, the JBC isn't just a bunch of guys (& Gals now) with nothing to do.  Not at all!  The JBC is well known 

throughout the Fighter Community.  Many of the songs written or modified by our Headhunters/Juvats are top 

draw classics--starting with "Romeo" McCrystal, one of our 80th guys, who, in 1948, strummed his guitar with 

his Squadron buds and modified "Wabash Cannon Ball" into one of the best known fighter pilot songs of all 

time--"Air Force 801", better known as "Itasuke Tower."  Dick Jonas is an addressee on this, and I'm sure he'll 

agree.  Best of luck to you in following in their footsteps!  Looking forward to the pics for the web site!!  All the 

best to you and the Juvats, Check 6, JayBird” 

 

is reply: “JayBird- It's great to hear from you.  You're right, it's a tremendous honor to be chosen as JBC 

lead and I'm excited for the months ahead.  I'm looking forward to working with you and the rest of the 

Juvat family.  This weekend I spent some time sifting through some of the Juvat memorabilia (especially JBC 

lead's stash of songs and other cool stuff).  It's pretty cool being a part of such a strong tradition.  Below I've 

listed my personal email and my vonage phone number.  Please email/call anytime.  Hopefully soon we'll figure 

out the future of Bruni's; it's been tough these last few months not having a place to call home.  Thanks again for 

your support.  I'll send some pictures your way.  ‘Deuce’ Capt Brian Wilder; 80FS C Flt CC” 

 

ote received 18 August:  “JayBird, Lisa & I are off to Laressa, Greece @ CAOC 7.  Leaving commercial 

here at Eielson on 22 August & will leave the lower 48 on 3 Sep after #1 son’s wedding.  If you or anyone 

else happens to be in Europe, come on down to Greece!  All the best, Check 6, [Brig Gen David Scott] Limo & 

Lisa.   P.S. Signed up for LifeTime [Membership] this time around.”  [Ed note] “Limo” Scott was 80th FS/CC 

Jul 96 – Jul 97.  Thanks for the invite, Limo—about 50-60 of us will drop by in the morning!! 

 

-mail received 17 September:  “Jaybird, Thanks for the email....and I also wanted to let you know that Steve 

(aka "JR") received his new membership card today.  We received the August newsletter as well.  I don't 

know when you mailed it, but it reached us fine.  We are excited for "Jethro" Wimmer and his successful year as 

E 

E 

H 

N 

E 
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Juvat Lead.  As you know, he took the reigns from Steve, and still to this day, it was the best year of Steve's ca-

reer, as I expect it will always be.  During that year, I was fortunate enough to visit the KUN 4 times while Steve 

was Juvat Lead and experience some of the Headhunter traditions.  There's nothing like it.  Thanks for all you 

do and for keeping us all informed.  We hope to make the next reunion.  Until then, take care.  Pam Langford”  

[Ed note] Col Langford was 80th Squadron from July 2005 to June ’06. 

 

-mail received 30 September:  “Jaybird, Sorry it took so long to "pay up."  I know you are spending way too 

much time herding cats with this issue.  Sorry to be part of the problem.  I will try to get my "staff" under 

control.  (Darla just rolled her eyes...)  We are set up in San Antonio, Texas, after passing the 56 Operations 

Group (Luke AFB) flag to Col Rob "Snort" Givens last June.  Looks like I will be off to Kirkuk AB, Iraq to pick 

up command of the 506 Air Expeditionary Group (AEG) for about 6 months.  The 506 AEG is a geographically 

separated component of the 332 Air Expeditionary Wing (AEW), under the command of former Wolf One, Brig 

General Burt Field.  Even though I will be out of town, the standard "dew drop by" sign is posted at our house 

on Randolph AFB...for any wayward Juvat lost on the circles from the club to the VOQs.  Thanks for the con-

tinued great job -- and all the best.  Check 360, [Col Tim Strawther] Bounce  [Ed note] This will be his 6th trip 

to Iraq.  Hurry home, Bounce. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

t gives us great pleasure to welcome these 12 new members to our ranks for the first time (in the order of 

“signing up” since 1 August).  Equally rewarding are the many members, not shown here, who have re-

joined after 1, 2, 3, up to 15 years absence!   Welcome to all!  At press time we have 279 Yearly, plus 668 

LifeTime Members (LTMs)—947 Total!! 
 

Here is the roll call of our new members—with their time in the 80th: 
 Capt Collin P. Coatney (07 – 08)  Capt Gregory S. Collister (06 – 07) 

 Maj Anthony R. Meyer (06 – 07)  Maj Bryan Tash (06 – 07) 

 1Lt Joshua S. Dorr (06 – 07)   Capt Jeffrey A. Schneider (06 – 07) 

 1Lt Trevor T. Callens (06 – 07)  1Lt Robbie I. Sandwith (07 – 08) 

 Capt William E. Irvin (06 – 07)  1Lt Hugh E. Walker III (07 – 08) 

 Maj Roy C. Moore (01/56 – 08/56)  1Lt Brandon P. Baughman (07 – 08) 

 

riends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change and/or Master E-

mail & Fax List Change (enclosed), give 'em a call, write 'em a letter, or beam an e-mail mes-

sage over to them.  Or better yet, ask them to meet you at the next reunion 2-5 October 2008 in Fort Walton 

Beach!  Great to have you all in formation—and what a super one it is!!  Do you have Headhunter friends that 

aren’t members?  If so, please let me have their addresses, and I’ll send a “Please Join Us” letter to them.  How 

about all of our active duty JUVATS in the 80th today?  Cleared to join up, Y’all!   See your 

SNACKO for Member Information Forms and mailing envelopes, or contact me directly—your first year 

is FREE!!   Thank you! 
 
 
 

E 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

I 

 F 
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id you know that the Air Force was preceded by the Aeronautical Division of the U.S. Signal Corps; the 

Aviation Section, U.S. Signal Corps; the Division of Military Aeronautics, Secretary of War; the Army 

Air Service; the U.S. Army Air Corps; and the U.S. Army Air Forces.  It became a separate branch of 

service from the Army on 18 September 1947.  The USAF Chief of Staff General Moseley said, although we 

celebrated the 60
th

 birthday of the Air Force, the military has provided air service to the nation for 100 years 

since the establishment of the Aeronautical Division of the Signal Corps in August 1907.  It had "exactly three 

Airmen and no airplanes," he said, adding that the Air Force has since become a dominating instrument of na-

tional power. 

 

id you know that one of our own Headhunter/Juvats from 1994-95, Maj Ed-

ward G. “Hamster” Hamill, is not only an LTM in our Association, a part 

time Reserve F-16 IP at Luke, but a full-time world class aerobatic airshow per-

former in his own Dream Machine bi-plane for the past 9 years!  Check out his 

Web Site at  www.edhamill.com  and visit him at an airshow in your area!  Good 

on ya, Hamster!! 

 

 

 

 


 

If you would like to make a tax deductible contribution to one of your favorite organizations, our own 80
th

 Fighter 

Squadron Headhunters Association qualifies!  Now is the time for your 2007 tax year.  Just mail to our address on the 

front cover, and you’ll receive a receipt for your tax records if required.  Thank you. 

 

FROM                         FOR, OR IN MEMORY OF                                    AMOUNT 

Mary Sue Hill    My darling husband, General Jim Hill, Jr.    $100 

 

 

 

 

           

 

ur highly reliable sources in strategically 

placed key positions around the globe have 

informed us that Maj Michael “Spades” Waite 

recently moved into a staff job at PACAF HQ at Hick-

am AFB, HI.  Spades and wife Jennifer are enjoying 

Hawaii along with their daughter Clare.  Here is a re-

cent photo of Clare as she prepares to be a future AJ in 

our active Squadron! 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW?   

D 

D 

 

LATEST INTELLIGENCE FROM AROUND THE WORLD! 

O 

 
 



 

 

8 

 

 

t’s almost Christmas again and time to get those perfect gifts for yourself or your 

favorite Headhunter!  Fill up your stocking with some of these goodies, and 

wear/use them proudly—not just at the reunions, but wherever you go!  It’s a 

great way to find other HEADHUNTERS, too!  Unless purchased at a reunion, a small fee 

of $5 for single items or $7 for two or more items should be added for shipping to 

all orders (unless otherwise noted)—I’ll take care of the “handling!” 

 
 

 

Curious to see what these items look like?  Check them out on our Web Site STORE Page! 

  
Blazer Emblem (men’s or ladies) $35  Golf Shirt (specify size)  $35 

  Squadron Unique Silk Tie  $39  T Shirt (specify size)  $19 

  Ladies Floppy Bow (matches tie)    $20  Squadron F-16 Litho Print   $10 

  Sq “Nickel” Coin or Keychain  $  7  White & Green Trim Hat $15 

  *Personalized Sq coffee mug  $23  All White Hat   $15 

*Personalized  Sq beer stein  $26  Black Hat   $15 

  *Mug & Stein set as above  $45  Korean-era Sq Patch  $  7 

  Headhunter Tattoos (fun!) 4 for a  $  1  Vietnam-era Sq Patch  $  7 

  Lapel Pin/Tie Tack   $  4  WWII/Current Sq Patch  $  7 

     

 

<<< CD of Headhunter Songs by the JBC…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

<<< 80th Squadron History DVD & CD set….$20 (postage included)>>> 

<<< Passing the Flame CD…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

 

 
 

* Please include name and/or callsign desired on your mug/stein (up to 20 letters), aircraft desired, and 

right/left handed with your order.  Unless otherwise stated, the current Squadron logo & your first name in 

Old English will be on the front (handle left for right-handed drinker), and an F-16 will be on the back. 

 

Please send check to “The Headhunters”; 5263 Winchester Ln; Ogden, UT 84403-4329 or e-mail orders to 

Tom & Shannon Reichert at  TSReichert@aol.com.  Please don’t forget postage of $5 for single items or $7 

for two or more items should be added on all orders (except patches, coins, tattoos, & lapel pin—please send 

$1 postage.) 

 

Fighter pilot songs (Rated PG-13) on professional CDs and/or tapes are available at $20 each from World-

renowned military songwriter and balladeer, and fellow HEADHUNTER, Dick Jonas.  Contact him at: Erosonic; 

PO Box 1226; Chino Valley, AZ 86323-1226, or his web site at   www.erosonic.com 

 

 

 

HEADHUNTER STORE! 

 
 

I 
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ote received 18 August:  (In response to 2
nd

 dues notice) “Hi Jay, Sorry you had to 

track us down.  We moved into our new house and I broke my ankle 2 weeks later.  

I had to have major surgery to repair all the damage and was unable to walk for 3½ 

months.  I enclosed a few extra dollars for the postage you had to pay.  We hope all is well 

with you and your family!  Best wishes, Julie & Boner [Abatti]”  [Ed note]  We wish Julie a 

full recovery to a very bad ankle break.  Thanks again for signing back up! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ur Headhunters’ Association is in great shape!  With all the whining I’ve done in the past couple of 

newsletters about the cost of postage, some of you may have thought we were about to use our last dime 

for stamps—not so!  One of our members even sent in an extra 82-cents for the two additional stamps I 

used for the second and third dues notices sent out to get him (and others) to renew his dues!  He did—with an 

LTM!  Thank you!  Spending money wisely and throwing it away carelessly are two different things—we’re just 

trying to do it wisely with the best results. 

 However, it’s been quite a while since we published some sort of financial statement.  Therefore, here is 

a quick look—we track our finances monthly out for the next 10 years.  Each month actual figures are entered 

into the equations, and the estimated figures are automatically recalculated and flowed out to the year 2017.  

All’s well.  As this newsletter goes to press on 12 October, we have $7,406.18 in our checking account and 

$22,957.51 in savings/CD generating interest until we need it.  Each quarterly newsletter printing and postage is 

about $1,200.  That will come out of the checking account within the next few days for this issue. 

As you see, our Newsletter is black & white—color issues would be beautiful, but would be in the 

$4,000 range.  They would eat up our residual funds on hand quite rapidly, which would, of course, necessitate a 

substantial dues increase.  We’ll stay with black & white!  No dues increases are forecast for the next several 

years! 

 

 

"Victory at all cost.  Victory in spite of all terror.  Victory no matter how long and how hard the road may be; 
for without victory there is no survival."              ---Winston Churchill 

 

 HURTIN’ HEADHUNTERS 

N 

 

head headhunter corner 
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Ready, ready…pickle!! 
 

We take great pride in announcing the birth of the world's youngest HEADHUNTERS! 

 

 

-mail received 14 July: “JayBird, I’m proud to an-

nounce the birth of our second daughter: Taylor Anne 

Ford was born healthy on April 18.  [Signed] Shawn 

‘TWS’ Ford” 

 

Congratulations to Shawn & Amy, and little Taylor on the right! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-mail received 26 July: “Hi everyone!  Sorry for the mass email, but just wanted to pass on that we’re hav-

ing a boy!  The thought of a smaller version of Mike (Mach) running around is a scary thought isn’t it?  The 

due date is Dec 13th (but I’m optimistic about the 14th).  ;-)  Colorado is beautiful and we’ve got plenty of room 

for you to visit! Love, Mike and Missy [Melissa “Shock” May & husband Mike] (Mach and Shock)”  [Ed note] 

Shock was our 2nd female pilot in the 80th for 18 months (that’s right, she extended 6 months!) from June 2000 

to December 2001!  She and Mike are now stationed at the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs.  We’re 

looking forward to little Mach 2!! 
 

Congratulations to Melissa & Mike on their new little “Mach 2” Headhunter now under construction! 
 

 

 

THE STORK CORNER! 
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ast, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all                                        

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS, who we know of, that have made their last takeoff in 

this lifetime since our last newsletter. 
 

  Headhunter    Time in 80th   Last Takeoff 

  1Lt Charles H. Schumacher  WWII    09 Apr 2004 

  Lt Col Claude W. Patterson  WWII    10 Jun 2007 

  Maj Kirby Collins, Jr  Vietnam/LTM  20 Jun 2007 

   

-Mail received 24 Jul: “Dear Col Riedel, I am writing to regarding my grandfather, Lt Col Claude W. Pat-

terson.  We received your request for membership renewal for the Headhunters, and I wanted to inform you 

that my grandfather passed away in June.  I know that he very much enjoyed checking your website and receiv-

ing news about his fellow Headhunters.  We are all very proud of his service in the USAF, and he certainly was 

an inspiration to everyone who knew him.  Below is an excerpt from the obituary:  Lt. Col. Claude W. Patter-

son, 87, of San Antonio, Texas, passed away June 10, 2007.  He entered the Army Air Corps in 1940 and re-

ceived his flight training in Texas.  He served in the South Pacific area where he flew 301 combat missions.  

Upon his return from overseas, he served in a multitude of military assignments throughout the United States. 

After an honorable and distinguished career, he retired from the Air Force in 1960.  He received numerous 

commendations including the Distinguished Flying Cross with four oak leaf clusters, the Air Medal with one 

oak leaf cluster, the Presidential Unit Citation with one oak leaf cluster, the American Campaign Medal, the 

Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal and the Armed Forces Longevity Service Award with four oak leaf clusters. He 

further served with the Air Force Security Service as a civilian until he again retired in 1982.  Best wishes to 

you, [Signed] Heide Castaneda (Patterson).” 

 

ote received 15 Aug:  “To: The ‘Head Headhunter’,  It is with a heavy and sad heart I must inform you my 

dear 1/Lt Charles H. Schumacher passed away on April 9
th

, 2004.  Please remove his name from your 

mailing list.  Charlie really looked forward to the newsletter!  Good luck to all of the present ‘Headhunters.’  

Sincerely, Fern Schumacher” 

 

n behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to these families our deepest sympathies and 

sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these individuals made to the Squadron and our 

Country.  May they rest in Peace and forever Soar with the Eagles. 
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HEADHUNTERS AT REST 
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May God bless and keep them in His Flight forever. 
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The next regular issue of the HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 February 2008. 
The Headhunter Headlines is the official newsletter of the 80

th
 Fighter Squadron Headhunters Association, Inc., 

a non-profit, tax exempt, War Veterans’ Organization. 

 Copyright 2007, all rights reserved. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fort Walton Beach, here we come!!  
(Check our web site for reunion hotel & resort complex details, maps & weather)  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Col Jay E. "JayBird" Riedel, USAF (Ret)  
The “Head Headhunter” 

 
 

 
 

 80th Fighter Squadron 

 “HEADHUNTERS" 
       905 Arapaho Ct 

 Columbus, GA 31904 

 

             ADDRESS SERVICE 

                   REQUESTED 

                

  
 

 

New Years Day  –  1 January Veterans’ Day  –  12 November       Thanksgiving  –  22 November Christmas  –  25 December 

 

  

 

 


