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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 
 

Bonnie & I hope this newsletter finds all of you in the very best of health & happiness! 
 

 

 

ol Emmett S. “Cyclone” Davis, former commander of 

the 35
th

 FS during WWII, was picked to be the 8
th

 

Fighter Group commander.  The 8
th

 FG consisted of the 

35
th

, 36
th

 and the 80
th

 Squadrons at the time.  In a 22 July 2008 

e-mail, his son writes: “Dear Col. Riedel, Two former members 

of the old 36th Squadron, Dino Cerutti and Arthur Lasker, were 

kind enough to give me your e-mail address.  My father is Col 

Emmett S. "Cyclone" Davis, USAF (Ret.).  He was never actu-

ally a Headhunter (he commanded the 35th Squadron be-

fore taking over the Group), but he was the 8th Group com-

mander twice and loved the Headhunters (as he did all of his 

squadrons).  When he was CO, the Group was known as "Cy-

clone's Flying Circus".  He commanded the Group during the 

first half of 1944, and again in the waning days of World War II 

and during the initial occupation of Japan.  He was good friends 

with a lot of early Headhunter CO's; guys like Phil Greasley, 

"Porky" Cragg (Dad led the search party for him the day af-

ter Maj Cragg went down), Jay T. Robbins, and Cy Homer, as 

well as some of the later CO's.  He was also good friends with a 

number of the early Group CO's, particularly Phil Greasley and Bob Harriger, as well as later wing CO's like 

Gen Bob Spencer (who had the 8th during Vietnam).  As Group commander, Dad flew with the 80th Squadron a 

number of times.  When he changed the entire group to P-38's, he had the superb P-38 pilots from the 

80th check him out in that aircraft.  The closest Dad came to getting shot down in combat was flying with Jay T. 

Robbins on a mission with the 80th over Hollandia, New Guinea.  Fortunately, they all got back to base safely.  

Dad led all three squadrons on one of the last missions of the war, bombing Kumamoto on the island of Kyushu 

on August 10, 1945, the day after Nagasaki was bombed.  He also led all three squadrons to escort two Japanese 

Betty bombers bringing an envoy to draw up the protocol for the surrender of Japan.  Dad subsequently kept 

track of a lot of his old Headhunters and fondly remembers attending a Headhunter reunion in Jackson Hole, 

  

  

FAMOUS WWII 8TH FIGHTER GROUP COMMANDER JOINS US!! 
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Maj Davis with his P-40 while 35FS/CC in 1943 
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Wyoming.  Dad is 89 years old, and remains in relatively good health.  Unfortunately, he has been nearly blind 

from macular degeneration for over fifteen years.  He remains sharp as a tack, however, and we have finally got-

ten him to talk a little about his service and reminisce about his time in the Air Force during World War II, Ko-

rea, and beyond.  I am writing you, first of all, to convey my dad's deepest appreciation to all of the Headhunters 

for the tremendous contribution they have made in preserving this great country of ours.  There have been few 

squadrons as accomplished as the 80th.  Dad sends his fondest regards to you, Col Riedel, and to all of the 

Headhunters.  He has always said that one of his great privileges in life was to command the 8th Fighter Group.  

Second, I was wondering how we sign him up for membership.  Dino sent me a copy of the newsletter, which I 

read to Dad, and which he thoroughly enjoyed.  I would like very much for him to receive that newsletter and to 

get a roster of the Headhunters, if that is possible.  Dad sends his very best and reminds all to "Check 

six".  With warmest regards and thank you for all you do, Tucker Davis”  < jtuckerdavis@gmail.com >  

[Ed note] We have awarded “Cyclone” Davis an LTM in our Association, and we’re proud to have this WWII  

8
th

 Fighter Group legend with us as a member!  WELCOME!  Col Davis can be contacted through his son’s e-

mail address (above) or at his mailing address/phone number on the enclosed Master Roster Change sheets. 

 

nother e-mail of 24 July reads: “Dear Jaybird, Sorry I didn't get right back to you.  I wanted to read your e-

mails to Dad before I replied, and we had company from out of town, so I just now got a chance to read him 
your terrific e-mails.  Dad said he would absolutely be honored to be a Life Time Member of the Headhunters.  Thank 

you so much!  Dino and Arthur had earlier mentioned to me that you were having a reunion in October, and my fami-

ly has wondered if we could maybe get down there for it.  It's a little difficult for my parents to travel these days, but 

we're talking about it again after your kind invitation.  We'll have to see.  One of the problems is that my mom, good Air 

Force wife that she is, refuses to fly.  As you'll see from the address below, we live in Utah, so that is a bit of a trip by 

car.  My sister and I were both actually born at Eglin Air Force base, and have never been back, so it would be a thrill to 

see where we were born.  Dad was at Eglin for about five years serving, among other positions, as the CO of the 3200th 

Proof Test Group there.       

  

I think, Jaybird, that Dad probably retired before your career began.  He retired at the end of 1963, while he was at the 

Pentagon.  He loved the Air Force, and I think he would have stayed in longer (everyone, including Spike Momyer, who 

was his boss at the time, said that he would be on the next list for promotion to brigadier general), but Dad kind of fig-

ured that his family had gotten the short end of the stick, what with moving around so much.  I was a junior in high 

school at the time, and I had been in twelve different schools.  So, we moved to California and Dad began a second career 

at Hughes Aircraft Company.  He did go to Vietnam as a civilian.  He was sent by President Johnson to evaluate future 

requirements of the Tactical Air Force.  While there, he did run into Bob Spencer, whom he had known in the Pentagon, 

and who was then the 8th Wing CO.    

 

I am a pediatrician, and am in the middle of changing my practice locations.  While I am on this hiatus, I have been trying 

to get a biography about my father written.  I am always looking for new stories about him.  I don't know if there are 

many in your association who still remember him, but feel free to give his address out to any who might.  Dad's address is 

a good address to reach me as well, since I often go through his mail for him. 

  

Dad always loved the squadrons of the 8th Group.  He had patches from all three squadrons.  When I was a kid, I would 

get them out and look at them.  Dad commanded the 35th Squadron before he took over the group, but the patch I was 

always fascinated with was the one with the ferocious headhunter on it.   

  

I thought you might like to know a little more about the Kumamoto raid, since it involved all three squadrons, including 

the 80th.  Kumamoto was on the southern island of Kyushu.  It was a center for the manufacturing of small arms.  The 

allies, still thinking an invasion of Japan would be needed, wanted to take it out.  The two atomic bombs had been 

dropped, Nagasaki the very day that Dad was given the mission orders (Nagasaki was actually not very far from 

Kumamoto).  The evening of the 9th of August, 1945, Gen. Frederic H. Smith, Jr. called Dad into his headquar-

ters and told him to load all of the planes he could with napalm and bomb the city.  So the next morning, August 

A 
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10, Dad led all of the available P-38's on the Kumamoto mission, taking off from the island of Ie Shima, just off 

the coast of Okinawa.  One of the planes from Arthur Lasker's flight lost an engine on take-off and had to ditch 

into the sea.  The pilot, whose name was Kennedy, fortunately survived.  The remaining sixty-two P-38's headed 

for Kyushu.  The plan, based on the best intelligence available, was to fly offshore until just north 

of Kumamoto, then turn inland at that point and attack the target from the north going south.  However, as Dad 

flew along the coast, he had the strongest feeling that he should turn sooner and attack from the south.  Yielding 

to that prompting, he waggled his wings and turned his aircraft inland.  The other sixty-one P-38's followed him 

in turning.  As they all turned, the sky at the very altitude and location where they would have flown 

grew absolutely black with antiaircraft fire.  There would have been a lot of casualties had they flown through 

that stuff.  Dad thinks the Good Lord helped them out that day.  The sixty-two planes flew on to Kumamoto 

where they each dropped two napalm bombs.  Dad remembers the target being the city itself, but Arthur, who 

flew with the 36th squadron, was leader of the last flight and he remembers hitting the air field.  It may have 

been, with that many aircraft, that they stretched all the way from the city to the airfield.  After Dad dropped his 

bombs, he strafed a train.  Most of the other pilots followed suit and strafed targets of opportunity after releasing 

their bombs.  Then they all headed back to Ie Shima.  One plane had an engine shot out during the raid, but was 

able to limp back to Ie Shima with the other sixty-one planes.  Dad jokingly likes to say that the two big 

bombs got Japan's attention, but it was the raid on Kumamoto that brought her to the peace table.  Lt. Arthur 

Lasker recently said the following to me:  "Over half of us would have been killed except for Cyclone's intui-

tion.  I owe my life to him."   
  

It is a pleasure to establish contact with you and the Headhunters.  I very much look forward to reading of your 

activities and adventures in the newsletter.  Dad and my entire family send their best,  Tucker” 
 

 

 

 

 

ell, our 25
th

 reunion is now history, but that outstanding get-together at 

the Sandestin Golf & Beach Resort near Fort Walton Beach and Destin 

will stay in our memories for many years!  Our thanks go out to our 

Hosts Bosco Bostick & Bob Kan, along with their team of Tex & Rita Ritter, Butch 

& Mary Byrd, and 

others who put on 

another absolutely 

superb reunion.  

Many thanks to 

Norb Ruff’s son, 

Mark, for his superb 

DVD tribute to his 

Dad.  Here are a 

couple of photos, 

but please visit the new Destin Reunion Page on 

our web site for complete reunion coverage.  

Although we had a very disappointing turnout of 

only 64 total people for the banquet, those that 

came had an outstanding time with perfect weather and a beautiful resort complex.  The banquet buffet with 

prime rib, grilled chicken and grouper, with all the trimmings and deserts, was absolutely delicious! 

 

REUNION HUGE SUCCESS!! 

W 

 

 

Headhunter Open entrants!  What a perfect day! 

Norb Ruff’s son, Mark (L), 

JayBird, & Glenn Hope (R) 
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ould you believe it?  Our next reunion planning is well underway!  The location, date and hotel have 

been finalized—please block 13-16 May 2010 on your calendars, and check out the Crowne 

Plaza hotel in Colorado Springs information on our web site’s Reunion Page!  Mr Ray Casey 

and his Military Reunion Planners are hosting this reunion for us.  I attended a River Rats reunion this spring in 

this same hotel hosted by Ray and his team.  It was flawless, and the hotel fell over backwards to make that re-

union absolutely perfect.  We had already agreed to have this next reunion in Colorado Springs in the Spring of 

2010, so having Ray set it up at this same hotel was a “no-brainer.”  We have approximately 64 Headhunters 

in Colorado, but for us to do our own reunions is just too much work.  The Military Reunion Planners put on 4 

or 5 reunions per month, and they’ve been doing it for 15 years.  Check out their web site at  

www.militaryreunionplanners.com   We look forward to working with Ray and going to the beautiful Crowne 

Plaza Hotel!  Check it out at:   

www.ichotelsgroup.com/h/d/cp/1/en/hotel/cossp?rpb=hotel&crUrl=/h/d/cp/1/en/hotelsearchresults 

 

 

 

 

           

etter received 8 August: “JayBird, I have to offer my apologies for 

this late payment, and am appalled at my tardiness. While I have no 

reasonable excuse, life has been busy this summer.  Starting in May, 

we geared up for my son’s graduation from the Air Force Academy.  We took 

him on vacation, and recently returned from delivering him to Laughlin AFB 

where he starts pilot training in October.  I am proud to say that we are now a 

2 officer Air Force family, and have every hope that we’ll one day be a 2 

Headhunter family!  We’ll see what the future holds. 

I got the chance to meet up with “Cujo” (Lt Col Pete Bilodeau, 80FS/DO, ‘06-’07) and his lovely bride, Traci, 

in Phoenix a few weeks ago.  He recently took command of the 309
th

 at Luke and is busy creating our newest 

generation of viper drivers.  They are doing well and we had a great mini-reunion with “Bubba” Lewis (80FS 

Weapons Officer, 2007) and two more Juvats stopping through Luke on the way to Spangdahlem.  Caught up 

with Capt “Nailz” Collister as well, and he’s having fun night flying with the 310
th

 all the time. 

Thanks for keeping the organization running, despite delinquents like me.  Fly safe, check six and God bless 

America.  [signed] Al Wimmer (Jethro)”  [Ed note] Lt Col Wimmer was the 80
th

 FS/CC June 06 – Jun 07. 

 

etter received 8 August: “Dear JayBird: Per our recent telecon, find enclosed, a personal check to help 

you cover your costs for continuing to do such a magnificent job in keeping us Headhunters “together.”  

We oughta’ come up with some kind of trophy for the admirable work you have done for the 80
th

.  I know that 

all of the guys including BTWs and Juvats appreciate what you have done for us. 

I regret very much not being able to attend recent gatherings of the “Breed”...but it seems that things keep getting in the 

way.  I just celebrated my 85
th
 in late July.  I keep busy with my writing.  I’m almost done with my fourth book, and the 

screenplay I wrote with Bill Larson (ABC, ret) is now being looked at by Hallmark. I have produced 26 films out in “Tin-

sel Town”.  But my attraction for that place and most of the people there do not appeal to my nature.  I only return to Hol-

lywood to work and when I finish, I find the best view of that city is in my rear view window! 

NEXT REUNION—COLORADO SPRINGS!! 

W 

THE MAIL BAG 

L 

 

L 
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I’m still trying to get the Pappy Gunn Saga on film...a veritable unsung hero of the war in the Pacific.  His ex-

ploits were kept secret because his family and children were prisoners of the Japanese.  Among some of the 

things he did - - -He made a number of flights back into the Philippines while it was occupied by the Japanese.  

He landed in Manila (Quezon) Boulevard, downtown Manila to pickup President Rojas who did not make the 

rendevous.  He [had] mounted a three inch cannon (67mm) in the B-25 plus 14 forward firing 50 cal guns pack-

aged in the nose and along the fuselage.  On Quezon Blvd that day, a Japanese Battalion began to move toward 

and around the B-25 (engines running).  Pappy fired a round from the cannon and several bursts of those ma-

chine guns.  That cleared the streets and he took off.  The stories go on and on.  He and [Gen] Wurtsmith were 

buddies. 

All the best to you and your bride.  I look forward to meeting you one of these days.  I lost my beloved a little 

over four years ago.  The pain of her gone is indescribable.  But...I will be [with] her again one day!  [signed] 

Col Wm. T. “Wild Bill” Coleman, Jr. USAF (ret) 

P/S... As a 21 year old, I was acting Sq C.O. three times!  OPs Ofr for 7mos.  [Ed note] Happy 85
th

  birthday to 

“Wild Bill”, and many thanks for his generous donation.  We’ll look forward to seeing you at the next one! 

 

-mail received 3 September:  “Thanks Jaybird.  I very much appreciate your help on behalf of MY 35th, 

36th and 80th Fighter Squadrons.  I was not only a new member of the 36th on Mindoro,  but Cyclone, at 

my request,  appointed me the Group's Special Services Officer when the ground SSO was doing a lousy job for 

our troops; became ill, and left the Group.  The Group needed a big lift.  So, when I wasn't flying or on call, I 

got new motion pictures, a large screen and projector, band instruments, baseball equipment, and the guys really 

enjoyed having  lots of fun on their free time.  My present from Cyclone was the former SSO's jeep.  I took it 

with me to Ie Shima and then to Fukuoka, on Kyushu, when we occupied Japan.  There I built both an Officer's 

Club and an Enlisted Men's Club.  That's when I got a new name.  The enlisted men then gave me the name 

"Unk" for uncle.  They never called me Unk,  but when they spoke with one another they referred to me as Unk. 

Then my buddies, Billy Kleist, Nails Bannon, Dick MacFarland, Pete McGowan, Dino Cerutti, and even our 

36th  Sqdn. CO Hal Graham, started to call me Unk.  To this day, the widows of the guys who are now in the 

Wild Blue Yonder still call me Uncle Artie.  I am very fortunate.  I love all these guys.  They are the BEST.  

Warmest, Arthur [Hon Arthur Lasker]” [Ed note] You’re right, Sir—you are the best—the Greatest Generation.  

Our heartfelt welcome goes out to Emmett “Cyclone” Davis and Jack “Nails” Bannon of the 8
th

 Fighter Group 

in WWII  for joining up with us in the last few weeks! 

 

-mail received 7 September: “Jay, this is a once in a lifetime story.  All of the pilots in the room got a great 

laugh out of it.  I think the rest of the guys in the 8th would enjoy it.  If you think it's too "risqué", then for-

get about it!  

After the end of WWII and the hurricane that hit us on Ie Shima, we then moved up to occupy Kyushu.  The 

36th fighter Squadron went to former Japanese Barracks just outside of Fukuoka on the northwest side of Kyu-

shu.  I told the following story at one of our reunions when we were sitting at a large round dinner table, many 

years ago, when Major Hal Graham was there with his wife together with two other couples, my wife Marilyn 

and myself.    

The winter came up fast and we were especially cold at night even though we had a small wood burning stove 

in the room I shared with [new member!]Jack "Nails" Bannon.  There were two Barrack buildings with a small 

Outhouse between them.  It soon became a problem when at 10:30 or 11:00 pm we had to put on our leather fur 

lined jackets, scarves, hat, boots and gloves to go downstairs, and out the front door to the Outhouse to take a 

pee.  I don't know whose idea it was, but within a couple of days, the problem was solved and all the guys in the 

buildings were very happy.  Lime was put down along the sides of both barracks.  

E 

E 
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One night, I went to the window when there was a knock on my bedroom door.  I said "Enter".  I was standing at the win-

dow and as I turned my head to see who it was, I saw a young, Chaplin Captain whom I had never seen before, who 

asked, "What are you doing?"  I said, "I'm taking a pee."  He said, "Come with me!" I asked, "Why?  Where are we go-

ing?"  He said, "To see Major Graham!" 

I buttoned up my fly, came to the door and followed him down the hallway to the last room where he stopped, and 

knocked on the door. 

It was Hal Graham's room.  Hal Graham said, "C'mon in."  The Captain opened the door and there was Hal, standing and 

 peeing out the window!  The Captain's mouth opened, he turned around and left the building.  I never saw him again!  

Thank God! 

Everybody at our table, especially Hal Graham, had one helluva good laugh.  Warmest, Arthur [Hon Arthur Lasker]” 

 

 

 

t gives us great pleasure to welcome these 20 new members to our ranks for the first time (in the order of 

“signing up” since 1 August).  Equally rewarding are the many members, not shown here, who have re-

joined after 1, 2, 3, up to 17 years absence!   Welcome to all!  At press time we have 282 Yearly, plus 695 

LifeTime Members (LTMs)—977 Total!! 
 

   Here is the roll call of our new members—with their time in the 80th: 
        Col Emmett S. “Cyclone” Davis (WWII 8

th
 FG/CC) 

 Capt Richard W. Abbott (53 – 54)  Col Cortez A. Proctor (71 – 73) 

        Col Preston B. “Stone” Thompson (8FW/CV 06 – 07) 

 John H. Bannon (WWII 8
th
 FG)   Maj Charles M. Harding, Jr (1997) 

 Capt Michael G. McCarthy (07 – 09)  Capt Jay P. Baer (08 – 09) 

 Capt Jesse A. Breau (08 – 09)   Capt Dustin W. Brown (07 – 09) 

 Maj Jeffrey W. Carder (08 – 09)   Capt Joseph A. Drummond (07 – 08) 

 1Lt Brian E. Dudley (08 – 09)   Lt Matthew S. Feeman (08 – 09) 

 Capt Nathanael L. Karrs (08 – 09)  1Lt Michael K. Long (08 – 09) 

 Lt Dan O. Schreiber (08 – 09)   Capt M. Ben Vickers (08 – 10) 

   Capt Jason PK Wall (07 – 08)   Maj Gary L. Donovan (80 – 81) 
 

riends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change and/or Master E-mail & Fax 

List Change (enclosed), give 'em a call, write 'em a letter, or beam an e-mail message over to them.  Or bet-

ter yet, ask them to meet you at the next reunion 13-16 May of 2010 in Colorado Springs!  Great to have you 

all in formation—and what a super one it is!!  Do you have Headhunter friends that aren’t members?  If so, 

please let me have their addresses, and I’ll send a “Please Join Us” letter to them.  How about all of our ac-

tive duty JUVATS in the 80th today?  Cleared to join up, Y’all!   See your SNACKO for Member In-

formation Forms and mailing envelopes, or contact me directly—your first year is FREE!!   Thank you! 
 


 

If you would like to make a tax deductible contribution to one of your favorite organizations, our own 80
th

 Fighter 

Squadron Headhunters’ Association qualifies!  Now is the time for your 2008 tax year.  Just mail to our address on the 

front cover, and you’ll receive a receipt for your tax records if required.  Thank you. 

 

FROM                         FOR, OR IN MEMORY OF                                    AMOUNT 

Col William T. Coleman, Jr   the general fund      $50 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

I 

 

F 
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ur highly reliable sources in strategically placed key positions around the 

globe have informed us that Lt Col Hank "Hog" Griffiths is in charge of 

flight operations for the F-35 squadron at Edwards AFB.  

 

ur deep undercover moles in clandestine positions in highly sensitive areas have 

also reported to us that Col John "Barney" Fyfe is officially retired from the 

USAF on 1 Sep 08, and will be staying in the northern Virginia area as the Director 

of AF Programs for Goodrich Corp.  Barney was 80
th

 FS/CC Nov 01 – Nov 02. 

 

ther information filtering in from our field operatives report that Maj Gen Jef-

frey A. Remington has transferred from Director, Operations, Plans, Require-

ments and Programs, Headquarters Pacific Air Forces, Hickam AFB, HI to Deputy 

Commander, United Nations Command Korea; Deputy Commander, United States 

Forces Korea; Commander, Air Component Command, Republic of Korea/United States Combined Forces 

Command; and Commander, Seventh Air Force, Pacific Air Forces, Osan AB, Korea.  Gen Remington was the 

80
th

 FS/CC from June – December 1994, and was a member of our Association until going non-current 5 years 

ago.  Hope we can get him rejoined! 

 

 

 
 

  LATEST INTELLIGENCE FROM AROUND THE WORLD 

O 

 

O 

O 

MORE REUNION PHOTOS!! 

  

(L-R) WWII LTM’s Glenn Hope, Robby Roberts, & Whitey Freberg 

being interviewed by Scott Ramsey 

(L) WWII LTM 

Glenn Hope & 

Son Dean enjoy-

ing perfect golf 

weather 

 

(R) Tex & Rita 

Ritter after the 

banquet 

(L-R) Dick Jonas, Tex Ritter, Bosco Bostick, Boomer Shaneyfelt, & 

Meat Tinsley belt out some classic fighter pilot tunes 
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Ready, ready…pickle!! 
 

We take great pride in announcing the birth of the world's youngest HEADHUNTERS! 

 

 

ote received 26 July with dues: “Sorry Jaybird-  Overlooked payment—we were busy having another baby!  

Our little girl—Kendall Sage Reed—was born 7/7/08!  Everyone is doing well!  Thanks, Shaunna & Rhi-

no” 

Congratulations to Lt Col John “Rhino” & Shaunna Reed on their new wingperson!! 
 

 

-mail received 3 September: “My daughter, Brooklyn Mikayla was 

born 14 Mar 07, three months premature.  She spent 16 long months 

in intensive care and came home for the first time on 23 July 08.  She's on a 

ventilator and about four other machines, but the doctors think she'll recov-

er in the next two to three years.  She has chronic lung disease and pulmo-

nary hypertension.  Her sister, Baylee McKenna, was born on 5 Aug 08 at 

7lb 9oz, completely healthy.  They came home from the hospitals within 

two weeks of each other.  [signed] Christopher “ALF” Vance”  

 

Congratulations to  Capt Chris & Rain Vance  on their beautiful new daughters!! 
 

  

Walter Smith, Wanda Libscomb, Sylvia Robertson, 

& Marian Davis enjoying the banquet 

(L-R) Tom Slee, Bob Robertson, & Harold Ramsey 

talking over their times in Korea 

THE STORK CORNER! 

 

N 

 

E 
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-mail received 28 July: “JayBird, …I recently had total right hip replacement sur-

gery, and that wasn't much fun.  I would like to attend the reunion, but I'm having 

elbow surgery at Elmendorf the first part of Sep, so I'll be doing a lot of physical 

therapy while I'm on terminal leave...YGBSM!!  It'd be nice to get the feeling back in three 

of the fingers on my right hand.  There's a lot of calcium deposits and bone spurs in there 

that are causing my ulna nerve to go dead, which is not good….” [signed] Michael “CABS” 

Williams.  [Ed note] We wish CABS a speedy recovery with these operations and hope he 

enjoys his well-earned retirement after 27 years of service to our Country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

or the last several years, I have had a license plate on my pickup truck down here in Georgia that reads 

“JUVAT 1”.  I got the idea from long-time friend and fellow Sq/CC Barry “Bwana” Johnson who had 

the same plate up in Tennessee when he & Dot lived there many moons ago.  There aren’t any 

Headhunters here in Columbus, GA, but when Bonnie & I drive up around the Atlanta area, I have always 

hoped that some of the many Squadron mates in that  region may see it and wave.  No luck—until 8 July, and it 

wasn’t even in Atlanta!  I was out running errands here in town when a car pulled up next to me and started 

beeping his horn and pointing at me.  I thought I had a flat tire or was dragging something!  We rolled down our 

windows, and the man yelled, “I’m a JUVAT!!”.  We pulled over and introduced ourselves—it was Cort Proctor 

who was in the Squadron in the 1971 time period!  I sent a “Please Join Us” letter to him, and Col Proctor and 

wife Lona joined up with us on 2 August!  Their contact information is on the enclosed Roster Change.  Wel-

come to Cort & Lona—see you at the reunion!!  Small world—hope I find more! 

 

apt David “Deuce” Paulus, one of our Juvat LTM’s, was recently assigned as the only ALO to the Army 

Special Forces at Ft Bragg, NC.  One of the great benefits of that assignment is an opportunity to go 

through Jump School and get your jump wings.  That school is here at Ft Benning, and, of course, entails jump-

ing out of perfectly good airplanes.  Deuce visited with Bonnie & me here at “Headhunter Headquarters” on 

17 August after graduating and receiving those special jump wings.  We enjoyed seeing each other again, having 

a couple of beers, and grilling some steaks!  Anyone else in the area?  Come on over!!   PS—After seeing my 

office, Deuce now knows the cartoon at the top of this paragraph is actually quite real!! 

 

 

 HURTIN’ HEADHUNTERS 

E 

 

head headhunter corner 

 

F 

C 



 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o you or your favorite Headhunter have a special day or birthday soon?  Won-

dering what to give him/her for Christmas?  If so, consider some of these beau-

tiful items from our Headhunter Store!  Get some today, and wear/use them 

proudly—not just at the reunions, but wherever you go!  It’s a great way to find other 

HEADHUNTERS, too!  Unless purchased at a reunion, a small fee of $5 for single items or $7 for two or more 

items should be added for shipping to all orders (unless otherwise noted)—we’ll take care of the “handling!” 

 

 

Curious to see what these items look like?  Check them out on our Web Site STORE Page! 

  
Blazer Emblem (men’s or ladies) $35  Golf Shirt (specify size)  $35 

  Squadron Unique Silk Tie  $39  T Shirt (specify size)  $19 

  Ladies Floppy Bow (matches tie)    $20  Squadron F-16 Litho Print   $10 

  Sq “Nickel” Coin or Keychain  $  7  White & Green Trim Hat $15 

  *Personalized Sq coffee mug  $23  All White Hat   $15 

*Personalized  Sq beer stein  $26  Black Hat   $15 

  *Mug & Stein set as above  $45  Korean-era Sq Patch  $  7 

  Headhunter Tattoos (fun!) 4 for a  $  1  Vietnam-era Sq Patch  $  7 

  Lapel Pin/Tie Tack   $  4  WWII/Current Sq Patch  $  7 

  

 

<<< CD of Headhunter Songs by the JBC…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

<<< 80th Squadron History DVD & CD set….$20 (postage included)>>> 

<<< Passing the Flame CD…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

 

* Please include name and/or callsign desired on your mug/stein (up to 20 letters), aircraft desired, and 

right/left handed with your order.  Unless otherwise stated, the current Squadron logo & your first name in 

Old English will be on the front (handle left for right-handed drinker), and an F-16 will be on the back. 

 

Please send check to “The Headhunters”; 7723 Villa Andrade Ave; Las Vegas, NV 89131-1686 or e-mail 

orders to Tom & Shannon Reichert at  < TSReichert@aol.com >.  Please don’t forget postage of $5 for 

single items or $7 for two or more items should be added on all orders (except patches, coins, tattoos, & la-

pel pin—please send $1 postage.) 

 

Fighter pilot songs (Rated PG-13) on professional CDs and/or tapes are available at $20 each (including S&H) 

from World-renowned military songwriter and balladeer, and fellow HEADHUNTER, Dick Jonas.  Contact him at: 

Erosonic; PO Box 1226; Chino Valley, AZ 86323-1226, or from his web site at   www.erosonic.com 
 
 
 

HEADHUNTER STORE! 
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ast, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all                                        

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS, who we know of, that have made their last takeoff in 

this lifetime since our last newsletter. 
 

  Headhunter    Time in 80th   Last Takeoff 

  Col Herbert E. Ross   BTW/CC/Ace/LTM  20 July 2008 

  Col Solomon Harp III  Juvats/CC/LTM  28 July 2008 

  Col Preston R. Thompson  BTW/LTM    

  Brig Gen Alfred M. Miller Jr. Juvat/LTM   01 Sep 2008 

  Maj Gen  Harold L. Price  Korea/CC   06 Oct 2008 

   

ol Herbert E. “Herb” Ross may be best known as the pilot who gave Bob Hope a ride in his P-38 in Africa 

during WWII.  His life has been mainly devoted to serving his country, first as a distinguished fighter pilot 

in the European Theater of Operations (ETO) and Ace with 7 confirmed, 1 probable & 1 damaged, and then as a 

teacher at the college level for fifteen years.  He also has a book, Adventures of a P38 Ace.  Herb was our 80th 

Squadron Commander 1 May 1954 to 16 October 1954, an LTM and attended several of our reunions. 

 

ol Sol Harp was our 80th Commander 26 Jul 1971 - 1 Mar 72, an LTM, hosted our 5-8 April 2001 reunion 

in Washington DC, and was a reunion regular with his wife Carolyn for many years. 

 

aj Gen Harold Price passed away 6 Oct in Myrtle Beach, SC at the age of 90.  Maj (later Lt Col) Harold L. 

Price was 80th FBS commander 5 Jul 50 - 30 Nov 50.  He flew 67 combat missions in WWII in P-40’s in 

Europe/North Africa and 75 combat missions in Korea where he is credited with 4 YAK-9s destroyed, 1 MiG-

15 probably destroyed, and another Mig-15 damaged.  He also flew another 87 combat missions in Vietnam 

from June 64 – June 65.  Unfortunately, Gen Price never joined our Association, but our sincere condolences go 

out to his family on their loss. 
 

n behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to these families our deepest sympathies and 

sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these individuals made to the Squadron and our 

Country.  May they rest in Peace and forever Soar with the Eagles. 
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HEADHUNTERS AT REST 
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May God bless and keep them in His Flight forever. 
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The next regular issue of the HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 February 2009. 
The Headhunter Headlines is the official newsletter of the 80

th
 Fighter Squadron Headhunters’ Association, Inc., 

a non-profit, tax exempt, War Veterans’ Organization. 

 Copyright 2008, all rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Colorado Springs, here we come 13-16 May 2010!!  
(Blocked on your calendars?!!) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Col Jay E. "JayBird" Riedel, USAF (Ret)  
The “Head Headhunter” 

 

 
 

 
 

 80th Fighter Squadron 

 “HEADHUNTERS" 
       905 Arapaho Ct 

 Columbus, GA 31904 

 

             ADDRESS SERVICE 
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New Years Day  –  1 January Veterans’ Day  –  11 November       Thanksgiving  –  27 November Christmas  –  25 December 

 

  

 

 


