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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 
 

Bonnie & I hope this newsletter finds all of you in the very best of health & happiness as we enter yet another beautiful 
Holliday Season! 
 

 

r. John C. Holder of Oceanic 

Expeditions writes, ―There‘s 

a place, a very special place, 

approximately 5 nautical 

miles northeast of Cape Gloucester, New 

Britain.  It‘s part of an outer reef system 

that extends the length of the island‘s 

northwestern coast.  This place is now 

called ‗Headhunter Pass‘, and it will 

forever be known as such in the dive 

community.  It is a breach or cut in the 

reef known as ‗BACKHANDER Bom-

mie‘ and it happens to be one of the 

most beautiful and pristine marine life 

havens on the planet.  I named it ‗Head-

hunter Pass‘ because of these factors.  I 

had always planned to name some spe-

cial location discovered during our explo-

rations of this region in honor of the fam-

ous fighter unit, the 80
th

 Fighter Squadron, 

which means so much to me and which performed so well and made such great sacrifice for my country in the 

skies above these reefs during combat in WWII.  I want my mates of the 80
th

 to know and understand this, and 

that we honor all of you amazing warriors, past-present-and future, and our wish as the Oceanic Expeditions 

Team is that you all take pride in this site of beauty, and honor and carry it with you where ever you go through 

your life whether on land, sea or in the air, and know that you and your unit are loved and respected by an ap-

preciative nation, and by my team for sure.  GOOD ON YA‘LL!!   ‗Fortune Favors The Bold’ – ‗Push It Up‘ 

– and ‗Check Six‘, Go HEADHUNTERS! [signed] John C. Holder, Oceanic Expeditions; Austin, Texas; 5 Oc-

tober 2009‖  (See additional photos and information on Page 10.  Use Google Earth to check location!) 

  

  

DIVE SITE IN NEW GUNIEA NAMED “HEADHUNTER PASS” 

M 

Pass between these two reefs off Cape Gloucester at the western tip of New 

Britain Island has now been officially named HEADHUNTER PASS! 
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-mail received 9 July:  ―Jaybird, 

Rita and I visited Steve ‗Pac-

man‘ and Gloria Teske who 

live near Dayton about 2 weeks ago.  

Went to see the replica Wright Flyer.  

Steve bought me a ride.  It was only 

two takeoffs and landings, as they 

were having some troubles with the 

chain and sprocket arrangement that 

turns the "propellers" (those are those 

round spinning things, I guess).  Any-

how, I got to make a takeoff and land-

ing.  What fun—talk about a high vi-

sibility cockpit (there ain't any cock-

pit!) and talk about seat of the pants 

flying.  So, thought you might get a 

kick out of the photos, especially if 

you need to fill up the newsletter.  

Don't blow the pictures up so much 

that you can see my fat belly poking 

out of my shirt.  OK?  Love to Bonnie 

[signed Jim & Rita Ritter] Tex n Rita2‖ 

 

Photo at left: (L-R) Tex‘s 

wife, Rita; Tex; Steve; and 

Steve‘s wife, Gloria giving 

the Juvat Snake in front of 

the Wright Flyer‘s logo. 
 

lease note that we 

have not blown up the 

photo to any great extent 

so as to give undo empha-

sis to Tex’s 7-month 

pregnant belly poking out 

from under his shirt right 

above his brown belt 

buckle on his blue jeans         

( PHOTO LEFT).  Un-

fortunately, my 8-month 

belly keeps doing the same 

thing, so I can empathize! 

 Thanks to Tex & Pac-

man for the great photos 

and story—pretty nice!! 

 
 

  HEADHUNTER FLIES 1911 WRIGHT FLYER REPLICA! 
 

E 

P 

(L-R) Best of friends Steve ―Pacman‖ Teske & Jim ―Tex‖ Ritter with the 1911 Wright  

―B‖ Flyer Replica.  Both Steve & Tex are LTM Headhunters from the 1976 - 77 era. 
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If you would like to make a tax deductible contribution to one of your favorite organizations, our own 80
th

 

Fighter Squadron Headhunters’ Association qualifies!  Now is the time for your 2009 tax year.  Just mail to 

our address on the front cover, and you‘ll receive a receipt for your tax records if required.  Thank you. 
 

FROM                         FOR, OR IN MEMORY OF                                    AMOUNT 

Saul H. Nova           general fund       $50. 

 

 

 

 
          

-Mail received 17 July: ―Web site posting: Currently retired as 

a colonel after 35 years.  Flew F-4s at Kunsan and then for sev-

eral more years until late 1980's, and then flew the F-16 until 

retiring as the wing commander at Homestead Air Reserve Base,  

Florida toward the end of 2004.  Got lucky, flew fighters for my entire  

career.  [Signed] Steven R. Fulghum 

Jay, Forgot to let you know I was there from Mar 1971 til April 1972.  

Found your site when I saw the picture John Adler sent you in which I 

was one of the team members for the 5AF gunnery meet and drunk fest 

that followed.  Was a Lt, (One of 6 of us) who got diverted from being pipelined to the war to Kunsan to form 

the new wing   there, that was moved from Yokota, Japan.  Very interesting times.  I remember helping to start 

the Juvat lounge, had a very low number Juvat club card number back then.  Cheers, Steve‖ [Ed note] Col 

Fulghum joined our Association on 7 August.  Good to have you with us, Steve! 
 

-mail received 26 July:  ―Dear JayBird, Yesterday, the August edition of the Headhunter Headlines arrived 

and I was reminded that I have been meaning to write to you for several months now.  My father was Rus-

sel K. Tambling, a former Headhunter, who died in November 2001.  Since that time, the newsletter came to my 

mother, Jaunetia E. Tambling, at my address at 11024 Kasteel Court, Clio, Michigan 48420.  It is with sadness 

that I write to let you know that my mother, an active 83-year old, suffered a massive stroke in her Florida home 

on December 10, 2008.  She subsequently died on December 29, 2008, and was buried in Clio, Michigan on 

January 2, 2009, next to Dad in the West Vienna Cemetery.  I don't know how many of your readers might have 

known her, but you may want to mention her passing in a future issue of the Headlines.  Sincerely, Connie S. 

Tambling‖ 
 

-mail received 26 July:  ―Jaybird, I just received the latest issue of headhunter headlines and was sad to see 

that Hal Fischer passed away.  I did not get to meet him during the 2001 trip, but left my litho behind so he 

and all the legacy Headhunters could sign it.  I wanted to send you a change of address.  I'll be attending the Na-

tional Defense Intelligence College in Washington DC for the next year or so.  Unfortunately, it's not a flying 

job, but there are a few other Juvats in the area to help me drown my sorrows with a beer or three.  In fact, Maj 

Blitz Ayres (99-00) and Maj Saigon Higgins (99-00) will be in school with me, so that's good.  In any case, my 

new mailing address is: Maj Michael May; 5524 Jowett Ct; Alexandria, VA  22315.  Thanks for keeping this 

great association going and growing!  Check 6! [signed] ‗Fang‘‖ 
 

-mail received 30 July:  ―Thanks for the past mailings of the newsletter, however, please remove me from 

your mailing list.  Since Joe passed away, I hardly know anyone any more.  But, thanks again.  Stay safe 

and regards to all............Rose Stroface‖ 

THE MAIL BAG 

E 

 

E 

E 

E 
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-mail received 31 July:  This new web posting came in from Dale C. Christensen (Chris): ―Retired in New-

port News, VA from TAC Headquarters, Langley AFB.  Spent 20 more years at NASA Langley as a con-

tractor in public relations.  Still married (59 years) and am involved in conducting Marriage Enrichment pro-

grams as a community service.  Headhunter LTM from BTW, Kadena AB, F-84G.‖ 

We asked, ―Do you remember the Squadron color on the F-84Gs when you were there?  What year was that?  

I'm trying to figure out when and why the Squadron color changed from green in WWII to yellow in Korea and  

forward.‖ 

 

Chris answered, ―We all came from the six squadrons of the 58th Wing at K-2.  We were assigned to the 310th 

FBSq for one day, and then to the 80th.  At the time, we were temporarily assigned to the 8th FBWg  at Ita-

suke,  but on 1 Feb 1955 became the fourth squadron of the 49 FBGp headquartered at Nagoya.  They already 

had a red, blue and yellow squadron, so we had to choose another color and it was green.  Dave Curtis drew up 

a new Headhunter patch which I have copies of.  If you'll send me your "snail mail" address, I'll send you that 

and a copy of my book, L-4 to F-4, which contains a chapter on the 80th and our stay at Kadena.  I don't know 

if you remember, but the 49th was the nuclear carrying organization of [Far East Air Force] FEAF.  About the 

time I left, early 1957, the 80th was deactivated and became the 12 FBSq and then sent to Clark AB in the Phil-

ippines.  On 27 Oct 1954,  25  F-84Gs  taxied out to takeoff from K-2 (Taegu).  I lost my oxygen regulator just 

as I was taking the active, so had to abort.  Later that day, I flew (without any oxygen) low level to Itazuke, so I 

was the last F-84 to leave Korea.  All of our support personnel had left earlier that day on C-119s.  The next 

day, the 8th guys at Itazuke fixed my regulator, and, on 29 Oct 54, I flew by myself to Kadena.  [signed] Chris 

Christensen‖ 

 

-mail received 1 August:  ―Jaybird, I am in the Big 22 at Spangdahlem.  Melissa and I are loving our time in 

Europe even if I'm not actually home all that often.  We are currently deployed to Balad, Iraq and are a little 

over halfway through our deployment.  Despite what the news says, it is pretty quiet over here.  We are mostly 

doing Armed Overwatch, Counter IED/Counter IDF these days with a little Raid Support every once in awhile.  

Most of the violence is sectarian now and focused more on the Iraqis than us.  Unfortunately, no matter what we 

do, I think there will always be some level of turmoil in the region.  Even though we are disappointed we are 

not dropping, we also know that it is a good thing in the big picture because it means things here are working.  

We are also there just in case our bros on the ground should need us.  Well, just thought you'd like an update 

from downrange.  I'm here with quite a few Juvats and everyone is doing well.  A few of them are even expect-

ing kids shortly after we get home.  Thanks again for all you do.  Have a great rest of your summer.  Crush 'Em, 

Robbie "LINK" Sandwith; 80 FS [Lieutenants‘ Protection Association] LPA Graduate‖  

 

-mail received 9 August:  ―Hello, Jay: Though I‘ve never been to a Headhunter reunion, I think I‘d like to 

give it a try for next May in Colorado Springs.  For one thing, it‘s not too far from San Francisco and also I 

don‘t know how many surviving WWII members will be there.  We are getting somewhat past our prime; how-

ever, I still manage to get around a golf course with a certain level of respectability.  Keep the [Headhunter] 

Headlines coming, Jay.  You‘re doing a great job and I‘m sure we all look forward to each new edition.  Best 

regards, Pete Sheehan‖ 

 

Pete’s follow-up e-mail of 14 September: ―Hi, JayBird: I‘ve been in touch with Clarence (―Wogy‖) Wogelmuth 

recently, and we have decided to meet at the next reunion.  It may be that we will be the bare remnants of the 

WWII contingent, but it should be fun anyway.  So let me know the details (dates, hotels, golf and other 

events). [signed] Pete Sheehan‖  [Ed note] Great to hear this!  Any other WWII men out there planning on at-

tending?  Glenn Hope all the way from Maui, Hawaii again?  See you all there!! 

 

E 

E 

E 
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-mail received 24 August:  
―Jaybird, I am the daughter of 

retired Col. John W. Adler who 

was a Juvat in 1971.  Recently, af-

ter the passing of my great Uncle, 

my Dad and I were going through 

some of Uncle Bud's old photo al-

bums and came across this picture 

that I thought you might like.  My 

Uncle, Corp. Owen E (Bud) McIn-

tire was stationed in the southwest 

pacific with the 25th Photo RCN 

SQDN from 1943-45.  This photo-

graph was among the pictures we 

found.  We also found a number of 

great nose art pictures that he took 

as well.  However, we have no idea of knowing what squadron the planes were in.  I am happy to send you 

those pictures as well.  If you are interested, I can send you a disk containing all of the pictures.  Just send me 

your mailing address.  Enjoy, Heidi Adler‖ [Ed note] Bob Rocker says this WWII photo sent in by Heidi was 

taken either on Dobodura or Nadzab.  He is researching it further. 

 

-mail received 25 August:  ―Thanks, Jay, for the radio check.  Receiver working OK, xmtr ???  Sorry to dis-

appoint renewal, but my not-so-new mission is to fly escort for a VIP who's been leading this outfit for 62 

years.  We stay in the local area, no wx, no night flying.  Saves on hazard pay.  Thanks for your good work, and 

say Hi! to the gang, Tap‖  [Ed note] This is the reply from one of our Korean War Squadron commanders, Col 

Wilbur Tapscott.  We all hope he is doing OK.  His contact information is on the two inserts in this newsletter.  

If anyone has any further information on Tap, please let me know. 

 

-mail received 12 September:  ―Scott B Thomas < Scottbthomas@yahoo.com > is looking for informa-

tion as follows: Looking for anyone who may have known my cousin or know of anyone who could help 

me find someone who knows of my cousin, Alva Guy Hawkins, serial number 0-431-877.  He went overseas 

with the 49th Pursuit Group and was assigned to the 8th Pursuit Squadron.  In March 1942 he was assigned to 

the 80th Pursuit Squadron.  Late April 1942 was transferred to the 35th Pursuit Squadron.  He was flying a P-

39F, serial number 41-7153 and he came up missing on May 27, 1942, ten miles south of Port Moresby in the 

Rigo District.  Thank you for any help or any information."  Anyone who may have information on Alva Guy 

Hawkins, please pass it on to Scott Thomas directly at his address:   Scottbthomas@yahoo.com   Thank you! 

 

-mail received 25 September:  ―Hi Jay, I am an Aviation artist and I'm trying to find information about Ken 

Ladd's last mission.  Do you know anyone who may be able to help me?  I have a couple of books by John 

Stanaway, but there is not much to go on there.  Any help or leads would be most appreciated.  Thanks, Troy 

White‖  [Ed note] My reply back to Troy: “Those two books by Stanaway are all I have, too; however, I'm pass-

ing your request on to all our WWII people to see if any may have some first-hand knowledge of Ken Ladd's last 

flight on 14 October 1944.  Our next newsletter goes out 1 November, and I'll put your request in it, too, to 

reach the other WWII members who do not have e-mail. Hope you get some good info for your project--Ken 

Ladd was a very popular and well-liked member of both the 80th and 36th Squadrons.” If anyone has informa-

tion of help to Troy, please contact him directly at:  troyfreefly@hotmail.com 

 

E 

E 

E 

E 
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-mail received 25 September:  ―Jay, WOW…thank you so much for the kind words and webpage and link 

back to our story about ‗07 reunion that was such a wonderful experience something I will value for the rest 

of my life.…. I just finished major video project for warriors in transition those with severe injury, lost limbs, to  

help them learn to scuba dive….so I have some light in my tunnel now and can address photos and captions of 

HH pass underwater shots will get them to you ASAP.  Your comments made my day, it is such an HONOR to 

―feel the love.‖  I know John feels the same.  John and I respect so much every person who puts on a uniform… 

You are one of the few who truly knows the special ―attachment‖ we feel with HH and all those who flew and 

fought in New Britain 65 yr ago.  One of our dreams is to inspire America‘s youth to also love our heroes.  We 

hope our use of scuba and WWII history stories will catch their attention long enough to learn to respect and 

appreciate the sacrifices that were made and the WHY and HOW this great country maintains our freedoms.  

Headhunters were definitely on the pointy end of the spear back then.  The iphone, play station, Xbox youth of 

today need to know why they have the opportunity to enjoy the life style they enjoy so much.  Sorry to 

rant….just drives me crazy when I don‘t see them stand for the FLAG, yet I have a lump in my throat.  Any-

way, all I can say is, GOOD on the Headhunters, 3 cheers and hats off to you men (& women) and your ma-

chines.  [Signed] George Cummings, Oceanic Expeditions 
 

 

 

 

 

his photo, sent in by Bob Rocker, 

which appeared in our 1 May 2009 

issue, had the following caption: 

―(L-R) Three 80th pilots at the awards 

ceremony at 3-Mile strip in June 1943.  

Unk, Ken Ladd, and Jesse Gidley.  Gid-

ley was lost 23 January 1944 when Cy 

Homer witnessed what he believed to be 

Gidley‘s P-38 collide with an enemy 

fighter and fall into the jungle near We-

wak.‖ 

On 22 August, LTM Patricia Ha-

nover identified the individual on the left 

as her husband, 1
st
 Lt Don C. Hanover, 

Jr.  In her note she wrote, ―Imagine my 

surprise to see my husband‘s picture in 

your last issue marked ‗Unk‘!  I have the 

same picture of Lt‘s Don C. Hanover, Jr., 

Ladd and Gidley.  This was following 

their presentations by brigadier general 

Wurtsmith at Port Morseby in September of 1943, of Air Medal with two oak leaf clusters.  Later he was 

awarded the DFC on October 29, 1943 with one oak leaf cluster and even later the [South West Pacific Area] 

SWPA ribbon with 4 battle stars before being sent home following his crack-up on his 50
th

 mission on Dobadu-

ra strip #15 on December 31
st
, 1943.  He was reassigned to AFTAC in Orlando where we spent our honeymoon 

in Miami before going to Kissimmee Air Base before Disney thought of buying the King Ranch to build Disney 

World.  What good memories!  My best to Bonnie – [Signed] Patricia Knight Hanover.‖  Many thanks to Patri-

cia for this clarification. 

As an added note, Capt Ken Ladd was lost 14 October 1944 only a few weeks after being reassigned as 

commander of the 36
th

 FS.  He was an ace with 12 confirmed aerial victories. 

E 

wwii Pilot IDENTIFIED 

T 
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t gives us great pleasure to welcome these 7 new members to our ranks for the first time (in the order of 

―signing up‖ since 1 August).  Equally rewarding are the many members, not shown here, who have 

rejoined after 1, 2, 3, up to 17 years absence!   Welcome to all!  At press time we have 275 Yearly, plus 

718 LifeTime Members (LTMs)—993 Total!! 
   

   Here is the roll call of our new members—with their time in the 80th: 
 Capt Loren R. Leslie, MD (USNR)  Vanessa Snell 

 Cory Emberson    Col Steven R. Fulghum (71 – 72) 

 John C. Holder    George E. Cummings 

 Lt Col Jay AH Boyd (99-00; 08-09CC)  
 

riends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change and/or Master 

E-mail & Fax List Change (enclosed), give 'em a call, write 'em a letter, or beam an e-mail 

message over to them.  Or better yet, ask them to meet you at the next reunion 13-16 May of 

2010 in Colorado Springs!  Great to have you all in formation—and what a super one it is!!  Do 

you have Headhunter friends that aren‘t members?  If so, please let me have their addresses, 

and I‘ll send a ―Please Join Us‖ letter to them.  How about all of our active duty JUVATS in the 80th today?  

Cleared to join up, Y‘all!   See your SNACKO for Member Information Forms and mailing envelopes, or 

contact me directly—your first year is FREE!!   Thank you! 
 

 

 
 

ur highly reliable sources in strategically placed key positions around the 

globe have informed us that Lt Col Daniel "Latdka" Czupka, one of our long-

time members with two tours in our 80
th

 FS, is now the 35
th

 FS ―Pantons‖ 

Commander!  We are currently trying to recruit him as a deep mole so we can keep 

track of them!  Seriously, congratulations to Latdka for landing this critical position in 

this key forward area. 

 

ur deep undercover moles in clandestine positions in highly sensitive areas have 

also reported to us that Lt Col Matt ―Picasso‖ Manifold has recently moved his 

family to Langley, and is working at ACC/A3TW in a flying staff job.  In a covert re-

cording made of one of his conversations, he was overheard saying, “Can't complain, 

flying staff job, and of course I am flying my ass off!  Team Manifold are kicking butt!”  Our Headhunter Intel 

Analysts have concluded the voice on the tape was, in fact, genuine.  Therefore, kudos were sent by courier for 

this incredible accomplishment!  Good on ya, Picasso! 

 

ther information filtering in from our field operatives report that Doug "Stoli" Nikolai was promoted to Lt 

Col and is now the 22 EFS Commander. 

 

n a coded message just received on 10 October, Lt Col Tim ―Goose‖ Gosnell, one of our LTMs, took over the 

421st Fighter Squadron last October (1 yr anniversary today), and they are finishing up a tour as the first US 

F-16 squadron to fly out of Afghanistan in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM.  He says, “Thanks to 

the training I received in the Juvats in '00, it has been a success.” 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

I 

 

F 

  LATEST INTELLIGENCE FROM AROUND THE WORLD 

O 

 

O 

O 

I 
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ow is the time to get your favorite Headhunter that special gift he or she has 

been wanting!  Tired of looking?  If so, consider some of these beautiful 

items from our Headhunter Store!  Get some today, and wear/use them 

proudly—not just at the reunions, but wherever you go!  It‘s a great way to find other 

HEADHUNTERS, too!  Unless purchased at a reunion, a small fee of $5 Priority Mail for 

single items or $7 for two or more items should be added for shipping to all orders (unless otherwise 

noted)—we‘ll take care of the ―handling!‖ 

 

CHRISTMAS SPECIALS!!  Tattoos: 10 FOR A $1   Lapel Pin/Tie Tack $1 

 

Curious to see what these items look like?  Check them out on our Web Site STORE Page! 

  
Blazer Emblem (men‘s or ladies) $35  Golf Shirt (specify size)  $35 

  Squadron Unique Silk Tie  $39  T Shirt (specify size)  $19 

  Ladies Floppy Bow (matches tie)    $20  Squadron F-16 Litho Print   $10 

  Sq ―Nickel‖ Coin or Keychain  $  7  White & Green Trim Hat $15 

  *Personalized Sq coffee mug  $23  All White Hat   $15 

*Personalized  Sq beer stein  $26  Black Hat   $15 

  *Mug & Stein set as above  $45  Korean-era Sq Patch  $  7 

  Headhunter Tattoos (fun!) 4 for a  $  1  Vietnam-era Sq Patch  $  7 

  Lapel Pin/Tie Tack   $  4  WWII/Current Sq Patch  $  7 

  

<<< CD of Headhunter Songs by the JBC…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

<<< 80th Squadron History DVD & CD set….$20 (postage included)>>> 

<<< Passing the Flame CD…..$20 (postage included)  >>> 

 

* Please include name and/or callsign desired on your mug/stein (up to 20 letters), aircraft desired, and 

right/left handed with your order.  Unless otherwise stated, the current Squadron logo & your first name in 

Old English font will be on the front (handle left for right-handed drinker), and an F-16 will be on the back. 
 

Please send check to “The Headhunters”; 7723 Villa Andrade Ave; Las Vegas, NV 89131-1686 or e-mail 

orders to Tom & Shannon Reichert at  < TSReichert@aol.com >.  Please don‘t forget postage of $5 for 

single items or $7 for two or more items should be added on all orders (except patches, coins, tattoos, & la-

pel pin—please send $1 postage.) 
 

Fighter pilot songs (Rated PG-13) on professional CDs and/or tapes are available at $20 each (including S&H) 

from World-renowned military songwriter and balladeer, and fellow HEADHUNTER, Dick Jonas.  Contact him at: 

Erosonic; PO Box 1226; Chino Valley, AZ 86323-1226, or from his web site at   www.erosonic.com 
 
 

"Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction.  We didn't pass it to our 
children in the bloodstream.  It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to do the 
same, or one day we will spend our sunset years telling our children and our children’s children 
what it was once like in the United States where men were free.”  ~ Ronald Reagan 

HEADHUNTER STORE! 

  

N 
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hen Kirby was still sending out e-mails, his ―Kirby 

Grams‖ often contained different stories and personal re-

collections.  One of his mailing lists was to friends he met 

on-line in AvSig; an aviation web site.  Two of those close friends 

are Penny Wilson and Dr Larry Simpson, both of which literally 

saved and changed Kirby‘s life—at least twice.  They are now 

LTMs of our Association. 

 

A few months ago, ―Doc Larry‖ took the initiative to brush the 

cobwebs off Kirby‘s old e-mails that he had saved through the 

years, pull out all of the different stories and memories, put them 

together and publish them in a book.  Another AvSig pilot, Cory 

Emberson, is a professional proofreader and editor.  She did much 

of the editing along with Doc Larry‘s wife and family.  He asked 

Kirby what he wanted to do with the profits of the book, and Kirby 

asked that all profits be given to our Headhunter Association.  That 

has come to pass, and Kirby‘s 168-page book is now available from 

here for $12.95 + $2 postage.  Believe me, it‘s worth every penny! 

 

Many thanks to Doc Larry, and everyone else who helped put this 

great book together.  It needed to be done.  Most of all, thanks to 

Kirby for passing down all of these gems for the rest of us to enjoy.  

You are greatly appreciated by all of us, Kirby—Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

s many of you know after listening to me whine over the past year or so, we‘ve had quite unreliable ser-

vice from the local Post Office here.  Therefore, we tried a new printer down in Florida, with their local 

Post Office, for our last newsletter.  I uploaded the newsletter file, two mailing lists (domestic and 

APO/FPO‘s), and the two insert files to their web site on Monday morning, the 13
th

 of July.  At 1000 the next 

morning, I received a hard copy proof at our front door to OK before they started printing!  At 1030, I e-mailed 

a message to them that it was good to go.  I had previously sent out a request on our Master E-mail List to 

please let me know when your newsletters arrived.  Would you believe the first came in Monday the 20
th

—only 

seven days from the printer getting the files!  The best we ever did from our local Post Office here was three 

weeks.  The worst was 6 weeks.  Unacceptable.  Therefore, we‘ll be staying with the printer in Florida.  Thanks 

to all who responded. 

KIRBY’S BOOK 

W 

head headhunter corner 

 

A 
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eorge Cummings wrote, ―I'm sure 

he [John Holder] explained that 

now, in 2009, this pass between 

the reefs off Cape Gloucester at the west-

ern tip of New Britain Island, Paupa New 

Guinea, has been explored and thus a 

named dive site.  This is an amazing dive 

site full of sea life.  Out of respect, honor 

and adoption of us by the [80
th

 FS Head-

hunters Association] group, it will be for-

ever known in the dive world as 

HEADHUNTER PASS.‖ 

John Holder, son of WWII 35
th

 FS 

pilot, Glendi Holder, and God Son of Maj. 

Carl "Freddie" Taylor—Operations Offic-

er of the 80th FS, and Porky's best 

friend—founded the exploration and re-

search team Oceanic Expeditions in 1993, 

after several years of adventure travel 

throughout the planet.  He was certified in SCUBA diving in 1975 and is a marine explorer who has explored 

and filmed in all tropical and subtropical seas, and in most temperate ones, for the last 35 years.  He possesses 

significant insight into the biological, cultural, geophysical and historical elements of the Pacific Ocean.  His 

Oceanic Expeditions task force includes George Cum-

mings, who is responsible for video and information 

services, and Scott ―Gutsy‖ Tuason, a photographer.  

Generally, each expedition includes scientists such as 

biologists, geophysicists and cultural anthropologists.  

John continues, ―Let me describe this site for 

you; by the way, words fail completely, so bare with 

me if you will.  The pass is a cut in the reef structure 

oriented northeast-

southwest with a 

constant flow of 

steady current 

which brings in nu-

trients and small 

platonic critters in 

pulsating masses, 

which in turn attract large shoals of predatory pelagic fish such as tuna, bar-

racuda, mackerel, sharks, and snappers of many varieties in massive con-

gregations.  These shoals swirl and pulse as they stock one another in the 

endless dance of survival, which creates one of the great spectacles of natu-

ral behavior we oceanic explorers search the world over to observe.  The 

‗Headhunter Pass‘ supplies these magical experiences in spades.‖ 

Many thanks to John and his Oceanic Expeditions’ team for this 

great honor to our Squadron.  In return, we have honored John and George 

with LTMs in our Association.  Please visit their web site at oceanicexpe-
ditions.org for much more information and incredible photos! 

HEADHUNTER PASS 

G 

John Holder (top center) & George Cummings (lower center) with some of their 

Oceanic Expeditions Team on their recent Headhunter Expedition 

 

School of Barracuda in Headhunter Pass.  All of these photos in 

black & white do not do justice to their absolute beauty 
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ast, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all                                        

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS, who we know of, that have made their last takeoff in 

this lifetime since our last newsletter. 

 
 

  Headhunter    Time in 80th   Last Takeoff 

  Melvin L. Dickman   WWII/LTM   26 Feb 2009 

  Howard V. Sweeney   WWII/LTM   17 Jun 2009 

 
 

-mail received 15 September: ―JayBird, Just wanted to send you a quick note about Col Hal Fischer's inter-

ment at Arlington yesterday morning (Sept 14).  There were about three dozen family and friends at the Old 

Chapel at Fort Myer for the service.  Col Fischer's childhood friend, Bob Hicks, spoke of their life-long friend-

ship.  Air Force chaplain, Capt Anthony Wade, then gave words of encouragement to the family speaking of the 

great life that was Colonel Fischer's.  The Honor Guard then moved into the cemetery, lead by an Air Force 

band.  The family followed behind on the mile or so walk to his final resting place.  After the 21 gun salute and 

taps, everyone was invited to toss a nickel in...and say their goodbyes.  I was honored to meet his sons, Kurt and 

Clint and several of his grandchildren.  They even invited me to lunch, and there I heard so many great stories 

about Col Fischer from when he was young right up until shortly before his passing.  I went to pay my respects 

for the Juvats who could not be there, but in the end I left wishing I could have spent time with the man when I 

had the opportunity.  He will be missed.  Check 6, Lt Col Cathy Reardon‖ [Ed note] Many thanks to Cathy for 

this synopsis of Hal’s interment. 

 

 

n behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to these families our deepest sympathies and 

sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these individuals made to the Squadron and our 

Country.  May they rest in Peace and forever Soar with the Eagles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

****************************** 
 

HEADHUNTERS AT REST 

L 

E 

O 

May God bless and keep them in His Flight forever. 
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The next regular issue of the HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 February 2010. 
The Headhunter Headlines is the official newsletter of the 80th Fighter Squadron Headhunters’ Association, Inc., 

a non-profit, tax exempt, War Veterans‘ Organization. 

 Copyright 2009, all rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

See you all in “The Springs” 13-16 May 2010!!  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Col Jay E. "JayBird" Riedel, USAF (Ret) 
The “Head Headhunter” 

 

  
 

 

New Years Day  –  1 January Veterans‘ Day  –  11 November       Thanksgiving  –  26 November Christmas  –  25 December 

 

  


