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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 
 
 Bonnie & I hope this Newsletter finds all of you in the very best of health and happiness! 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
*                             1992 is                               * 

*        the 50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE 80TH FIGHTER SQUADRON!         * 
*                                                                   * 

*                    HAPPY ANNIVERSARY, 80TH!!                      * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
 
                 HISTORY OF THE 80TH TACTICAL FIGHTER SQUADRON 
 
 The 80th Tactical Fighter Squadron was originally activated during World War II on January 10, 1942, 
as the 80th Pursuit Group at Mitchell Field, Long Island, NY.  Only two weeks later, they boarded a train for 
San Francisco on their way to Australia.  Upon reaching Australia on the good ship "Maui" on March 6th, the 
Squadron awaited the arrival of its P-39s being sent from the States in crates.  The Squadron's first combat 
mission was flown from Port Moresby, New Guinea, on July 22, as the unit provided air cover for B-25s 
striking convoys off Burma.  The 80th scored its first victory on August 26, when it engaged and destroyed six 
enemy aircraft. 
 
 In January 1943 the Squadron was reequipped with higher performance Lockheed P-38 Lightnings, 
which it flew for the rest of the war.  The majority of the unit's missions consisted of light and medium bomber 
escort and ground support attacks.  From its first combat base in New Guinea, the Squadron moved through 
Borneo, the Celebes Islands, East Indies, and the Philippines.  From Christmas 1943 to Christmas 1944, the 
80th was busy providing aerial defense for landings in the Philippines.  The Squadron moved to Okinawa on 
August 29, 1944, and flew its first mission against the Japanese mainland on the following day.  On August 
12, 1945, the 80th flew its final combat mission of the war, in which the squadron commander was shot down.  
 
 During the course of the war, the Squadron accounted for 225 enemy aircraft destroyed in the air 
(second highest in the theater--see complete list below), receiving 10 battle honors and three Distinguished 
Unit Citations.  Among the 24 Headhunter pilots who became famous aces was Captain Richard I. Bong (40 
kills), the American Ace-of-Aces. 
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 During the post-war period, the Squadron moved to Itazuke Air Base, Japan, and converted from the 
P-38 to the P-51, then to the F-80 jet fighter. 
 
 Because of its location at Itazuke, the 80th was one of the first units to see combat in the Korean 
Conflict.  On June 26, 1950, the day after the North Koreans moved south of the 38th Parallel, the 80th 
covered the evacuation of Americans from Seoul. 
 
  The 80th was attached to the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing August 11, 1950, flying F-80 Shooting Stars, 
and was the first American unit to fly jet aircraft in combat.  During the seesaw battle for Korea, the 80th was 
based various times at Itazuke, or Suwon and Kimpo Air Bases, Korea, depending on the success of the 
ground forces.  Whether striking the enemy's front lines or flying deep behind the lines to hit supply routes, 
bridges, supply build-ups or heavy troop concentrations, the 80th remained in continuous combat for the 
entire conflict. 
 
 During the post-Korea period, the Squadron converted to the F-84 and F-86 at Kadena Air Base, 
Japan; then returned to Itazuke in 1956 to become one of the first squadrons to convert to the F-100 
Supersabre.  In the summer of 1963, the Squadron began converting to the F-105 Thunderchief and in May 
moved to Yokota Air Base, Japan. 
 
 With the advent of the Vietnam Conflict, the 80th was one of the first units to send pilots and planes 
to Thailand to fly combat missions against North Vietnam.  The Squadron was deployed on temporary duty to 
Korat Royal Thai Air Base, Thailand on August 15, 1965. 
 
 In the winter of 1967, the Squadron began converting to the F-4D Phantom II at Yokota AB and 
became involved in the Pueblo Incident in January 1968.  In April 1969, the 80th participated in the search for 
the Navy EC-121 that was shot down by the North Koreans. 
 
 The 80th moved to Kunsan Air Base, Korea, in February 1971 to become temporarily attached to the 
475th Tactical Fighter Wing, then became a part of the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing on September 16, 1974, 
where it remains today. 
 
 In September 1981, the Squadron received the F-16A Fighting Falcon, and in 1988 converted to the 
finest fighter in the world, the F-16C. 
 
 
 80TH SQUADRON IN KOREA CELEBRATES HOLLANDIA 
 
 Lt Col Thomas G. Strong, the current 80th Tactical Fighter Squadron Commander over in Kunsan, 
Korea, has extended an invitation to all Headhunters past and present to attend their Hollandia celebration 6-
10 April 92.  What is Hollandia you ask? 
 
 Hollandia is a small town on the north coast of New Guinea.  During World War II, it boasted a three 
airfield complex from which the Japanese pressed the air war against Douglas MacArthur's allied forces.  
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Also, its protected harbor was a major Japanese supply port.  In late March and early April 1944, MacArthur 
launched a major assault against Hollandia, capturing it on 23 April. 
 
 Why is Hollandia an important part of the 80th Squadron history?  Why do we call it our finest hour in 
aerial combat?  We had better single days in air-to-air combat (13 victories on June 21, 1943), but the "Four 
Days of Hollandia"--March 30, March 31, April 3, and April 12, 1944--stand out for several reasons: 
 
 *  The Headhunters accounted for 33 victories in these four days. 
 
 *  On 12 April, the Headhunters became the first U.S. fighter squadron to           score more than 200 
enemy kills. 
 
 *  Also on 12 April, while flying with the 80th, Captain Richard I. "Dick"           Bong scored his 26th, 
27th, and 28th kills, surpassing the World War I           record of Eddie Rickenbacker and making him the new 
American "Ace-of-           Aces." 
 
 So the Four Days of Hollandia represent for us the zenith of a rich and proud history.  And make no 
mistake about it--our Squadron today is ready and willing, when needed, to do it again!! 
 
 
 MAJOR RICHARD I. "DICK" BONG 
 AMERICA'S ACE-OF-ACES  
 
 The Pacific Theater produced the two top American Aces of WWII: Richard I. Bong and Thomas B. 
McGuire, Jr.  Both were majors, and both flew P-38s. 
 
 With 40 victories, Dick Bong is the greatest American ace of all wars.  Mcguire's 38 makes him 
second only to Bong. 
 
 Major Bong's almost legendary career as a fighter ace has been extensively recorded.  He was an 
expert at teamwork, and a firm believer in having a strong, aggressive wingman.  He was a master tactician 
and an outstanding shot.  He won every decoration the United States could give a combat pilot.  He was 
presented the Medal of Honor personally by Gen Douglas MacArthur who called him "the greatest fighter Ace 
of all Americans." 
 
 Born in Superior, Wisconsin, in 1920, Bong enlisted as an Aviation Cadet in June 1941.  In January 
1942 he received his bars and wings.  His first duty was as an instructor at Luke Field, Arizona. 
 
 Later, he instructed at Hamilton Field, CA.  This location, outside San Francisco, offered exciting 
temptations to Bong.  On one occasion, while flying a P-38, Lt Bong was charged with "looping the loop" 
around the center span of the Golden Gate Bridge.  Gen George C. Kenney, Hamilton Field commander, 
disciplined Bong but was very much impressed with the flier. 
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 Later, when Gen MacArthur selected Gen Kenney to lead his Air Force in the drive back across the 
Pacific, Kenney called for 50 P-38 pilots from the 4th Air Force, and he made certain that Bong was included. 
 
 
 
 Bong rose quickly and was 
soon a flight leader in the 9th Fighter 
Squadron, known as the "Flying 
Knights" squadron which he helped 
lead to aerial victories at the rate of 10 
to 1.  Bong flew 146 missions, totaling 
365 combat hours, during which he 
was credited with 28 victories over 
Japanese aircraft.   
 
 Having topped Rickenbacker's 
old record -- 26 -- Bong was pulled out 
of combat and returned to the States to 
attend gunnery school.  (See the copy 
of his Combat Report dated 12 April 
1944 enclosed with this newsletter and 
sent to us by "Corky" Smith.)  He was 
not content, however, to sit in the 
States while aerial combat continued.  
Five months later he was back in the 
Pacific, but was restricted as a 
noncombatant gunnery instructor.  
Nevertheless, he managed to shoot 
down 12 more aircraft, increasing his 
total to 40.  He said shooting down 
planes was a "pretty good way of teaching...." 
 
 On December 29, 1944, Bong was again returned to the United States.  It was the desire of the Army 
Air Force to preserve his remarkable abilities for the future. 
 
 Major Bong was sent to Burbank, CA, where he would test a new type of fighter -- the jet.  It was the 
beginning of a new era in aviation and Bong, the American World War II "Ace of Aces" was a part of it. 
 
 On August 6th, 1945, the same date the atom bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, and only nine days 
before the final victory to which he had contributed so much, Major Dick Bong, at age 24, was killed when his 
P-80 jet crashed.       
 
(reprinted from Air Force Fact Sheet 73-7 "AF Aces/1918 to 1972"; May 1973) 
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 NEWSLETTER CORRECTIONS 
 
 In our last newsletter (December 1, 1991), we listed our Squadron's living Aces.  In the list, Paul 
Murphey was erroneously credited with 5 kills--his total was 6 confirmed.  Gen James E. Hill is also an Ace, 
and Mrs. Noel Homer's husband 
Cy was not only an 80th Squadron Commander but an Ace as well!!  These changes are reflected in the 
enclosed "Change 2" to our Master Roster. 
 
  
                          THE NEXT HEADHUNTER REUNION 
 
 O.K.--one more time--please check your calendars!  There should already be an entry for our next 
reunion, hosted by Jim & Lois Ince, on October 1-4, 1992 at The Menger Hotel in San Antonio!  If you 
forgot to make that entry a few months back, please do it NOW before something else gets in there and takes 
up that valuable time period!  Hotel reservations, events, etc. will be sent to you in our next Newsletter (1 July 
1992).  The only thing to do now is to make sure it's on our calendars!  More details later as they develop.  
We're expecting a large turn-out for this reunion, so if anyone would like to help, please contact Jim & Lois; 
2810 Thousand Oaks, Suite #110; San Antonio, TX 78232, or telephone (512) 599-0251.  They'll appreciate it 
very much.  Would you believe 1992 is our Squadron's 50th Anniversary, so let's all help make this '92 
Reunion the biggest and best ever.  The best way for us to do that is to make sure October 1-4, 1992 is 
blocked on our calendars!! 
 
 
     HURTIN' HEADHUNTERS 
 
 Don't know of any--congratulations!!!  Keep it up!!! 
 
 
 THE STORK CORNER! 
 
 Shhhhhhh--we've overheard a couple of storks talking.  Seems one of them is planning a night 
mission to Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama.  The exact time and date of this mission is unknown; however, 
our best intelligence sources tell us it will occur in late July.  Target for this mission is classified, but our roving 
reporter overheard one stork tell the other that his ground zero will be the roof top of 531A Alder Lane in the 
center of the base housing area.  Further analysis shows this to be the residence of Frank & Pat Wille.  We all 
wish the stork a safe flight and happy landings!!  CONGRATULATIONS!! 
    
    
                          SQUADRON PHOTO ALBUM PROJECT 
 
 Paul & Sue Murphey have finished their Squadron Photo Album Project!  They took the initiative to 
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redo and print most of the old WWII Squadron negatives and pictures.  They have tried to identify as many of 
the men/places as possible and have put them all in neat, organized albums so they'll be easy to look at and 
relatively protected for the many reunions and years ahead.  If you have any old WWII Squadron photos and 
would like to donate them to this Squadron project, please start getting them together and bring them with you 
to the reunion.  Jim & Lois have already arranged with the hotel to have an easel and poster board set up in 
the Hospitality Room so we can pin up all our photos, identify them with the help of our contemporaries (being 
careful not to write on the backs with ballpoint pens, felt pens, etc. that would show/bleed through--we'll use 
stick-on labels for this), and then mount them in the applicable albums.  How about you Korean War, BTW, 
Vietnam, and JUVAT HEADHUNTERS?  Who has photos and would like to do the same for these time 
periods?   Please, everyone, bring your 80th Fighter Squadron photos to the reunion so we can pin 'um 
up, identify 'um with stick-on labels on the back, and post 'um in albums.  What a great legacy for us to pass 
on to our Squadron--individual annotated photo albums of these historical time periods!!  Or maybe have 
them put on video tape so all of us could get a copy, if desired!!  Any takers?  Thank you! 
 
 
                        DUES-PAYING MEMBERSHIP 
 
 As of this date, we have 295 dues-paying yearly Members for 1991-1992, and many (already) for 
1992-1993!  YEARLY DUES OF $10 ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR THE 1 JULY 92 TO 30 JUNE 93 
TIME PERIOD.  Lifetime Memberships have also been established for those who wish to partake of this new 
option.  Please see the details below. 
 
                        MASTER HEADHUNTER ROSTER UPDATE 
 
 Enclosed, please find "Change 2" to your Master Headhunter Roster that was mailed to you in early 
September and the 3-page "Change 1" that was mailed with the December 1st Newsletter.  The best way to 
do this is to go through the Master Roster and put an asterisk by each of the names on this Roster Change 2. 
 That will remind you the information for that individual has changed and to look at this Update.  Then file this 
Change in the back of your Roster.  Sound familiar?  Yep--that's how we used to update our "Dash 1" flight 
manuals!!!  
 
 If you can fill in any of the blank addresses, or update any others in our rosters, please let me know!!  
MANY THANKS to Brent & Connie Balazs for the 40 updated addresses they sent in; P.K. & Kathy Keating 
for their 6; Rod Bates for his 7; Homer & Sharon Smith for their 12; and Ken & Evelyn Lloyd for spending 
many months to find Hugh Hatfield!!!  We also thank ALL the other Members who have sent in updates for 
their hard work!  But most importantly, if any of YOU move or get a new address, PLEASE drop me a 
Change-of-Address card--especially you who are overseas at APOs!  We have gone through and updated as 
many as we could find, but let's hear from you if there's a problem. 
 
       
 HEADHUNTER LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP ESTABLISHED!! 
 
 In the last two Newsletters, we mentioned offering a Lifetime Membership like a few of the other 
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reunion groups have.  We think it's a great idea--why not?!  We received positive interest in this optional 
membership, so we will now offer it along with the regular $10 yearly dues for those not interested.                   
            LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP RATES ARE: 
 
                                 AGE       FEE 
                               to   39    $300 
                               40 - 49    $250 
                               50 - 59    $150 
                               60 - 69    $ 50 
                                 70+      $ 25      
 
      For this Lifetime Membership Fee (payable in 3-6 monthly installments if desired) you will receive a 
permanent credit card type plastic membership card (not that cheep, flimsy, plain 'ole white paper card that all 
the yearly members get--Ptoooy!!); continuous Newsletters, Rosters, reunion notifications, and all other 
mailings; and your status as a Lifetime Member will be annotated on the Squadron Master Roster as "LTM" 
(Lifetime Member) in the "CUR" (current) column.  So come on--become a coveted Lifetime Member, flash 
your plastic membership card at the reunions, and be the envy of those paper-carrying yearly guys!!!--and 
never worry again about going "non-current" with your dues and missing out on these terrific(?) newsletters!!  
Your Lifetime Card is even good for unlimited free drinks in our Hospitality Room!!  Convinced?  GREAT!!  
Please send your date of birth with your fee.  SIGN UP TODAY!!!   
 
 
 LETTER TO ALL JUVATS 
 
  Letter to all JUVATS from Lt Gen Jay T. Robbins: I'm looking forward to seeing everyone at our next 
reunion this October; especially all of our JUVAT members, for you are the future of our Alumni Group.  Our 
Squadron has a proud and enviable history and reputation as you all know, so come join us in San Antonio 
this October and let's all celebrate our 50th Anniversary together--JUVAT!! 
 
 
                            HEAD HEADHUNTER CORNER 
 
 Again, please note our new address & PHONE NUMBER at the top of this newsletter and as a 
change (see Change 2) in the Master Roster.  Please send all HEADHUNTER correspondence to 1821 St. 
Elmo Drive; Columbus, GA 31901-1229 [Phone (404) 324-7360 ; (706) 324-7360 AFTER 3 MAY!].  The 
P.O. Box on Ft. Benning is being phased out. 
 
 Thanks again to you who have sent new/updated information on some of our members for Master 
Roster updating.  We've immediately mailed our newsletter #1 to them hoping they would respond to our 
offer.  As you can see from our roster "Change 1 and 2", some did and others didn't.  If you know of any 
HEADHUNTERS in your area or on the base where you're stationed, please contact them to see if they want 
to "sign up".  Perhaps a personal letter or phone call from you, their good friends, would do the trick.  Worth a 
try?  You bet!!  Thanks!  
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 O.K.--I hope all of you at APOs got your Newsletters in reasonable time back in December.  We're 
not sending any more bulk-rate mail to the APOs!!  We had numerous letters from members overseas stating 
it took five and a half MONTHS to get their Newsletter #1!  I was told by one of the Post Office employees that 
bulk-rate goes by air on a space available basis; however, I later found out by another employee that it all 
goes by BOAT!!  That's not too impressive or responsive, post office!!  I think it all went by ROW BOAT! 
 
 We had some inquiries as to the new APO designations: APO NY usually changed to APO AE (Area 
of Europe); APO SF mostly changed to APO AP (Area of the Pacific); and APO Miami changed to APO AA 
(Area of the Americas).  As for the 5-number code, some stayed the same; others changed.  Even the Post 
Office's computer system is having trouble sorting them out! (Editor's note: No big surprise, right?!).  This 
enclosed "Change 2" updates all of the APO & FPO designations on our Master Roster, as well as other 
changes. 
 
 Well, this is it--Bonnie & I begin my USAF retirement TODAY.  It's been a great 30-year, 24-day 
career, but we've so many things we want to do, we'll surely stay busy!!  
 
                              
                              COMING ATTRACTIONS! 
 
 Our next Newsletter will be July 1st, 1992.  It will include registration forms for the Menger Hotel and 
the individual Reunion activities.  Be ready!! 
 
 Also in our next Newsletter will be a retyped, easier-to-read copy of the original list of Squadron 
victories from WWII which was brought back from Owi Island, Dutch East Indies.  John Miller sent it to me 
along with a copy of the original back in April '91 just prior to the Myrtle Beach Reunion.  I was to post it in the 
Hospitality Room, but in the heat of battle, I forgot all about it!  This is even better--everyone will have his own 
copy!  Thanks John and Beverly!  
  
    
                               ENCLOSED GOODIES! 
 
 "Corky" Smith writes; "Bong was in my flight on 12 April 1944 when he beat Rickenbacker's record.  I 
have a xerox copy of his combat report.  Will send you a copy if you want it."  GREAT!  Another piece of 
history!!  How about that, JUVATS!   
 
 
                             HEADHUNTERS AT REST 
 
 Last, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all members the 
names of those HEADHUNTERS who we know of that have made their last takeoff in this lifetime since our 
last newsletter: 
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    Roy Atkinson                                  1988   
    Lt Col Robert M. "Lynx" Linsmayer, Jr  19 Mar 1991 (Skiing accident)            
      On behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to their families our deepest sympathies 
and our sincere gratitude for the contribution each of these individuals made to the Squadron and our 
Country.  May God bless and keep them in His Flight forever. 
 
 DON'T BE ALONE - COME TO SAN ANTONE!! 
 
                                   Check 6, 
 
 
                           Jay E. "Jay Bird" Riedel 
                             Phone (404) 324-7360 
                          After May 3: (706) 324-7360 


