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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 
 

 Bonnie & I hope this Newsletter finds all of you in the very best 
of health and happiness, and we would like to be the first to wish you 
all… 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

aj Ellery Voge, one of our LTM’s from the mid 1950’s, came up with an idea to make 

a roster of all our 80
th

 personnel that were killed in the line of duty while they were 

with the 80
th

 Squadron. Ellery wrote, “It is time to get this done.  Now they exist only 

in memory.  With age the memory fades and our numbers decline.  The idea is to recognize that 

these guys existed and have not been forgotten.  I have made inquiry of the Air Force Historical 

Research Agency for Morning Reports and Historical Reports and await answers.  [signed] Ellery 

Voge.”  Each of these people will be annotated as having a “Memorial” Membership in our Mas-

ter Roster.  Ellery has volunteered to do the research, but is asking for our help.  Along with the 

names, dates, and places, a short paragraph of details will also be included, if possible.  We need 

your help with this great project.  Please send any information you may have on 80
th

 personnel 

lost in the line of duty while in the 80
th

 to Maj Ellery Voge; 925 Ash Dr; Layton, UT 84040-

3467, or e-mail:     elleryvoge@hotmail.com     Thank you for your inputs. 

 

 

Did You Know… 

In its entire 59-year history, our Squadron has only been stationed on US soil for 20 days (6-26 

January 1942—all the rest has been in the Pacific area!! 

  

  

NEW MEMORIAL MEMBERSHIP 

M 



 2 

 

 

ol Harp, our next reunion host, has provided the following additional information for our 

“DC” Reunion of 5-8 April 2001: the local travel agency who is giving us the best airline 

rate and code procedures is: Carlson Wagonlit Travel. The code for the travel agency is 

"Headhunter" HDC 11100012209 American Airlines.  Our Agent is Michelle Jackson; 6900 

Georgia Avenue, N.W.; Building 11, Room 1-97;  Washington, DC 20307.  Leisure (202) 882-

1919; FAX (202) 291-0845.  Carlson Wagonlit  Travel Agency in Building 11 is across the street 

from the Mologne House Hotel, our reunion location, which is on the beautiful Walter Reed Ar-

my Medical Center Campus.  Carlson Wagonlit Travel will provide airline service to/from the 

three major local airports (BWI, Reagan and Dulles) near DC.  Please start making your travel 

reservations now—only 120 days to go!!  Hotel and Reunion Reservation Forms/procedures 

will be in the next (1 Feb) newsletter! 
 

 

 

t gives us great pleasure to welcome these 6 new members to our ranks for the first time (in 

the order of "signing up" since 1 June).  Equally rewarding are the many members who 

have rejoined after 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, or even 8 years absence!   Welcome back to all!  As of 

this date we have 358 Yearly, plus 456 LifeTime Members (LTMs)—814 Total!! 

 

            Here is the roll call of our new members: 

 

 Maj Rick G. Plaumann (00-01) A1C Stephen G. Christensen (61-63) 

 Stanley Borowski (WWII)  Capt Cris S. Smith (99-00) 

 Lt Col Bruce T. Hopkin (79-80) Col Murphy Neal Jones (63-66) 

 

riends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change and/or Master 

E-mail & Fax List Change (enclosed), give 'em a call, write 'em a letter, or beam an e-mail 

message over to them.  Or better yet, ask them to meet you at the next reunion 5-8 April in DC!  

Great to have you all in formation—and what a super one it is!!  Do you have Headhunter friends 

that aren’t members?  If so, please let me have their addresses, and I’ll send a “Please Join Us” 

letter to them.  How about all of our active duty JUVATS in the 80th today?  Cleared to join up, 

Y’all!!   See your SNACKO for Membership Forms and envelopes—Thank you! 
 

 

 

t has been a year since we launched our new 38-page Headhunter Web Site on 19 November 

1999.  New items are being added, and older news is being replaced on a regular basis.  In 

this year, we have received 3680+ “hits” or visits to our Site as shown on the “Home” Page!  

For those of you with computers and access to the Internet, please stop by for a visit—to YOUR 

Web Site at:  http://www.mindspring.com/~jaybirdone/headhunters 

 

5-8 APRIL 2001 DC REUNION DETAILS! 

S 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

I 

 

F 

HEADHUNTER WEB SITE ANNIVERSARY 
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t Col Nelson “Rusty” Cabot, Jr., one of our LTMs from a previous tour in the 80
th

 and 

Commander of the Squadron since 22 November 1999, relinquished command to Lt Col 

Russell K. “Waldo” Walden on 17 November.  Lt Col Walden is another Headhunter 

member from a previous tour with the 80
th

.  To Rusty and wife Erin, we thank you for a great job 

this past year and wish you continued success in your career as you begin new duties in the Pen-

tagon.  To Lt Col Walden and wife Becky, we wish you the best of luck in your new, and ex-

tremely important position as Commander of the 80
th

 Fighter Squadron!  

 

 

 

 

ur highly reliable sources in strategically placed key positions around 

the globe have informed us that four of our F-16 Viper members have 

been selected to attend the Air Force Weapons School at Nellis AFB, 

Nevada.  Captains Steve Plescha, Michael Lay, and Darren Gray are the prima-

ries, while James Cluff is an alternate.  This highly rigorous and challenging 

school of classroom and flying instruction culminates in the best-of-the-best get-

ting their “Ph.D.’s” in Fighter Pilot training.  Our congratulations go out to you 

on your selections—good on ya!! 

 

lso our deep undercover moles in clandestine positions in highly sensitive areas have report-

ed to us that Brian "Mac" McDonald, a fellow Headhunter from the ‘79-’80 time period, fin-

ished his B-737 training at Delta Air Lines and is now flying the line out of Orlando.  Mac and 

wife, Karen, are still living in Virginia till the kids are out of high school.  In fact, one of his Line 

Check Airmen Instructors was another member of our Association, Randy “Roebuck” Siers.  

Roebuck and Mac had a great rotation together and intermixed flight instruction with recounting 

old Juvat stories.  Also, Bruce "Hoppy" Hopkin another Juvat from the same '79-‘80 time frame 

just pinned on Captain at Delta.  Hoppy and Mac have remained good friends since their time at 

the Kun.  Mac was heard to say, “I'm enjoying retired AF life, but I miss the close buds, although 

working for Delta is almost (but not quite) as good as being back in the 80th.  Hope all is well 

with you and the family.  Best wishes for the future and keep up the good work running the 

Headhunter Assn.”  Our congratulations go out to Mac and Hoppy for their upgrades in their new 

jobs! 

Squadron has change of command! 

 

L 

LATEST INTELLIGENCE FROM AROUND THE WORLD! 

O 

 

A 
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Honk if you love peace and quiet. 

 

ne of our South West US operatives just checked in with the following news:  Lt Col John 

“Chubber” Venable, one of our Juvat members and present Commander/Leader of the 

USAF Thunderbirds this year, will be back for the 2001 season.  If you recall, Lt Col Venable 

took over the lead position from another of our members, Col Brian “B-Bop” Bishop, who also 

held this esteemed position for two years.  Congratulations to both—and good show—JUVAT! 
 

 

 

t Col Paul 

“Prez/TP” 

Smith, one of our members and currently Chief Test Pilot of the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) 

Program at Edwards AFB, sent this in to us on 20 November: “JayBird, thought I would let you 

know what is shaking with the JSF program.  If you are interested, you can see the press release 

for my first flight in the X-35A and the first Air Refueling accomplished in the X-35A.  The links 

below provide pictures and a brief description.  I am in the process of putting together my own 

impressions of the experience, which I must say were truly awe-inspiring.  It wasn't so much as 

being able to fly an airplane like this for the first time.  Nor was it inspiring because of the fact 

that it was the culmination of what I have wanted to do for a long time.  Rather it was quite an 

experience to work with such a dedicated industry and government team to put something of this 

magnitude together.  The responsibility to make sure I didn't screw it up put some pressure on 

me, but I never felt anything other than extreme confidence in the design and craftsmanship that 

went into building such a great jet.  The stats we are compiling right now with respect to fly rates 

and test efficiency will be a benchmark that I don't think any program will be able to match for 

quite some time.  I am trying to research history right now, but I think I can safely say that our 

success is probably a first.  More words and pictures to follow! [signed Lt. Col. Paul Smith] TP” 

 

Press releases (in part) and pho-

tos from the Internet:  

EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE, 

Calif. — The United States Air 

Force flew its first evaluation of 

the Lockheed Martin Joint Strike 

Fighter (JSF) X-35A Friday as the 

supersonic stealth aircraft logged 

its fifth flight.  USAF Lt Col Paul 

Smith took off from Edwards Air 

Force Base and flew a series of 

maneuvers, including afterburner 

operation, designed to evaluate the 

airplane’s basic handling character-

istics.  During the 36-minute flight, 

Smith reached an altitude of 10,000 

feet and a maximum speed of 360 

O 

HEADHUNTER FIRST USAF X-35 PILOT 

L 
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knots.  Smith said the X-35A is an "excellent handling aircraft, very thrust-responsive – it flies like 

a world-class fighter." 

EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE, 

Calif. —The Lockheed Martin 

Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) X-35A 

successfully executed a series of 

airborne refuelings during its 10th 

flight on Tuesday, Nov 7, paving 

the way for extended test flights 

and demonstrating the aircraft’s 

flying qualities.  

United States Air Force pilot Lt 

Col Paul Smith climbed to 23,000 

feet and rendezvoused with a 

USAF KC-135 tanker, performing 

a series of qualification tests to ver-

ify the X-35’s compatibility with 

the KC-135’s flow-field wake and 

refueling boom.  The X-35 uses an 

F-16-based universal aerial refuel-

ing receptacle.  Lt Col Smith and 

the KC-135 crew accomplished 

four refuelings during the mission, 

enabling the JSF to continue air-

borne testing for two hours and 50 minutes.  The extended flight included several handling-

quality tests and an auxiliary power unit air-restart. 

On Friday, Smith became the first Air Force pilot to fly the aircraft.  Over the weekend, the X-

35A flew at a maximum speed of Mach .85 and climbed to 25,000 feet, as the JSF team contin-

ued an aggressive flight envelope-expansion program. 

 

Lockheed Martin, in partnership with Northrop Grumman and BAE SYSTEMS, is in competi-

tion to build the JSF for the United States and United Kingdom.  Government selection of a sin-

gle contractor for the Engineering and Manufacturing Development phase is set for 2001. 

[Ed Note:]  The JSF will eventually replace the F-16, A-10, and the Marines’ Harrier for the Air-

to-Ground mission.   
 

 
 

 

 

-mail on 13 September: Subject: Lt. Frank DiFiglia  “Jay, can 

you help me locate the family of Frank DiFiglia.  He flew with 

the 8th Group in WWII and was stationed in Ashiya with me in 

1945.  He stayed in the service and was killed after the war.  I think he 

was a Colonel by that time.  I would like to locate his widow or children as I have an 8x10 photo 

of Frank in his P-51 that I know they would love to have.  Thanks, Dino [Cerutti]”  If anyone has 

any information on the family of Lt Frank DiFiglia, please contact Dino at (212) 879-6465. 

Thanks. 
 

 

 

THE MAIL BAG 

E 
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If Guns cause Killings, then Matches cause Arson. 
-mail on 3 October: “Hi Jaybird!  Jeff and I thoroughly enjoyed the latest Headhunter Head-

lines.  We have some news of our own to pass along (just recovered from a hard-drive crash 

that had us off-line for quite a while, otherwise would have told you sooner): …Wanted to tell 

you one other thing -- I notice you are using the Billy Mitchell stamp on the newsletters.  I was 

going to school at Ft Leavenworth when the Command and General Staff College inducted Gen 

Mitchell into their Hall of Fame (1998).  Ms Harriet Pillsbury, Billy Mitchell's favorite niece, 

represented the family at the ceremony, and I was her escort officer.  What a delightful lady!  She 

is 82 years old and going strong.  Great stories/memories of Brig Gen Mitchell -- tells of him 

crawling up on the roof as a young boy to observe close up how the pigeons took to flight when 

they flew away from him.  Anyway, Harriet and I still correspond, and she represented the family 

again at the unveiling of the Billy Mitchell stamp in Wisconsin.  She sent me an envelope with 

the stamp and "First Day of Issue -30 Jul 99" postmark.  Really something to treasure, and I feel 

very lucky and honored to have had the chance to meet her.  Anyway, that's all our news for now. 

Hope you all are doing well!  Take care, JJ and Jeff King” 

 

 change of address and note received 6 October:  “Dear Headhunters,  Andrew is in the 

nursing home with Alzheimer’s, and I had a stroke.  It is hard for me to write.  Thank you 

very much, [signed] Mrs. Andrew Gogots.”  [Ed Note:] Please see the enclosed Master Roster 

Change for their new card mailing address.  Thanks. 

 

-mail on 6 November: “Dear Colonel Riedel, I would be very interested in contacting any 

members of the 80th Fighter Squadron who might have known my father, Robert G. 

Hochuli, squadron commander, who was lost over Japan right before the end of WWII.  As far as 

I can tell, my father joined the 80th at the end of May 1945.  Previously he had been with the 

35th.  Our family has a fairly extensive collection of his letters.  It would be wonderful to talk 

with any surviving members of that squadron.  Please let me know how I might get in touch with 

his fellow fighter pilots or ground crew.  Many thanks, Judy Lee (Judith Hochuli Fisher Lee); 

4519 Owana Drive; Knoxville, TN 37914.  Tel. (865) 637-4133 (H) and 522-6278 (W); Fax 

(865) 523-4576  E-mail: judithflee@compuserve.com”   [Ed Note] Maj Hochuli, Squadron 

Commander of the 80
th

 since 31 May 1945, was lost on the last mission the 80
th

 flew in WWII—

12 August 1945—by ground fire.   Please contact Judy with any information you may have 

on her father.  Thanks. 

 

-mail on 8 November: “I'd like to create a record of the names of the guys killed in the line 

of duty while they were with the 80th.  The idea is to recognize that they existed.  With the 

advancing age of the WW2, BTW cadre, it is time to get this done before the memories fade.  I'm 

personally interested in the six fatalities we had in my 18 months (1954-1956) in the 80th.  

Which, by the way, are my most treasured memories.  I'd suggest a list made up of their name, 

and details available.  Nothing lengthy.  In effect, it would make them Lifetime members.  

Doesn't cost much, and their recognition is the least we can do, in my opinion.”  [signed] Ellery 

Voge  [Ed Note:]  Great project.  Please see page 1 for further details. 

 

-mail on 11 November: “Jaybird, New address for me: Lt Col Rusty "Waldo" Walden; PSC 

2 Box 2415; APO AP 96264-2415.  As you can see I am back at the Kun, but this time I am 

truly the "luckiest man alive".  I will be JUVAT Lead on this Friday, 17 Nov when I assume 

command from Rusty "SLED" Cabot.  Arrived last Thursday and was roof-stomped that night. 

E 

A 

E 

E 

E 
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Friday was a sweep to A-town and then last night was going away party complete with JBC 

[Juvat Boys Choir] and party suits.  The traditions are still alive, and I plan to continue to carry 

on what you and your fellow warriors began many years ago.  My work e-mail is: rus-

sell.walden@kunsan.af.mil   All for now.  Waldo”   

 

-mail on 14 November: “Dear JayBird, I wanted to pass on to you that the Headhunters lost 

a friend this weekend.  Maj Doug (Mongo) Welch (AF/Ret) who was in the 35th TFS, 

Kunsan, Korea 86-87 died on Saturday, Nov 11 in San Antonio, TX.  He was buried in San An-

gelo, TX today, Nov 14 with full military honors.  I was there to represent the flying community.  

I couldn't find a link to an 8th TFW or 35 TFS site on Fighter Town, but thought you might be 

able to pass this info on to the guys.  Mongo had lots of friends in the Headhunters.  You can 

give out my email address if anyone who has any questions.  Thanks, and check 6, Jaba [Steve 

Kniffen]--- mtviper@earthlink.net” 

 
 

 

 
 

 

ell, it’s just about tax time again.  Please remember—if you’re looking for a favorite 

organization to send a tax deductible contribution to, our 80
th

 Fighter Squadron 

Headhunters Association, Inc., will qualify.  We are a non-profit, tax exempt War 

Veterans’ Organization in accordance with the current Tax Laws.  All contributions will receive 

a Letter of Receipt for your tax records, and all will be recognized in these newsletters, if so de-

sired, or will be kept anonymous.  Of course, contributions may also be made in memory of oth-

ers.  Please specify your desires.  Please send to: The Headhunters; 905 Arapaho Ct; Columbus, 

GA 31904-1242 

*****   Thanks in advance!   ***** 
 
 
 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 

hese newsletters normally come out quarterly—about every 3 months/90 days for the 

mathematically challenged!  However, the next one, instead of hitting the streets on 1 

March, will reach your mail boxes on/about 1 February.  The reason is to allow proper tim-

ing and processing of your Reunion Registration Forms which will be included with that issue.  

These will need to be filled out and returned NLT 1 March for our 5-8 April reunion, as the hotel 

and other activities require a 30-day advanced booking with accurate numbers.  More details will 

be in the 1 February newsletter.  See you all in DC! 
 

E 

TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS 

W 

head headhunter corner 

 

T 
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 happened to be out in Tucson, AZ 2-5 November for a Davis-Monthan AFB A-7D reunion. 

The base’s annual open house was the same time.  As expected, thousands turned out both 

Saturday and Sunday for the great flying and static displays.  Luckily, the USAF Thunderbirds 

were in town.  I tried to get close enough to the Commander/Leader Lt Col John Venable, one of 

our members, for a “Nickel Check,” but there were so many fans getting autographs of the entire 

team, the best I could do was to yell, “JUVAT!” at him—which turned his head!!  Sorry I didn’t 

get to shake your hand, Chubber, but I’ll let you buy me a whiskey at a future reunion! 
 

 

 

 

nclosed are 

your Master Roster & E-mail/Fax List Changes.  Please note these are only changes, and 

not complete new lists!  Only information that has changed since the last (1 Septem-

ber) newsletter is included.  We still receive letters and phone calls, “Why have I been 

deleted from the Master Roster [and/or E-mail List] in the last newsletter?”  If you haven’t had 

any changes to your information since September, you are not in this change; however, you have 

not been deleted from the complete documents.  If you have any additions/corrections to any 

of your information, please send to me for updating.  A complete 52-page, 1780-person Master 

Roster and/or 15-page, 550-person E-mail/Fax List is (are) available upon request.   Thanks. 
 

 

nly a few more days ‘till Christmas!  Most of these items from 

our “HEADHUNTER STORE” can be delivered by then, but 

HURRY! Get them now, and wear/use them proudly—not 

just at the reunions, but wherever you go!  It’s a great way to find other 

HEADHUNTERS, too!  Unless purchased at a reunion, a small fee of $4 should be added for post-

age to all orders (unless otherwise noted)—I’ll take care of the “handling!” 
 

 Blazer Emblem (men’s or ladies) $35  Golf Shirt (specify size) $25 

 Squadron Unique Tie   $30  T Shirt (specify size)  $12 

 Ladies Floppy Bow (matches tie) $30  Squadron F-16 Litho Print $20 

 Sq “Nickel” Coin or Keychain $  4  White Hat   $10 

 *Personalized  Sq coffee mug  $20  Black Hat   $10 

 *Personalized  Sq beer stein  $23  Squadron Memorial Plaque $10 

 *Mug & Stein set as above  $40  Korean-era Sq Patch  $  5 

 Current Squadron Patch  $  5  **Personalized Sq beer mug $25 

 Squadron Logo Golf Balls (sleeve) $10  Lapel Pin/Tie Tack  $  3          

 Headhunter Tattoos (fun!) 2 for a  $  1  Reunion ’99 Shopping Bag $  5 

 Reunion ’99 Golf Towel  $  5  ***Squadron Bolo Tie $10 

 

 

* Please include name and/or callsign desired on your mug/stein (up to 20 letters), and 

right/left handed with your order.  Unless otherwise stated, the Squadron logo & your first 

I 

MASTER ROSTER & E-MAIL/FAX LIST CHANGES 

E 

SANTA’S HEADHUNTER STORE!!     

  
O 
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name in Old English will be on the front (handle left for right-handed drinker), and an F-16 will 

be on the back. 

 

** Large 25oz mug is beautiful etched glass.  Please indicate Squadron logo or our Association 

logo desired, choice of P-38, F-86, F-4, or F-16, and include name and/or callsign in 

“HEADHUNTER” or standard bold font, and right/left handed, with your order.  Other aircraft 

may be available.  Personal markings (tail number/markings, aerial victories, etc.) available.  

Please call for quote. 
 

Please send check to “The Headhunters”; 905 Arapaho Ct; Columbus, GA 31904-1242.  

Please don’t forget $4 postage on all orders (accept patches, coins, tattoos, & lapel pin.) 

 

*** HEADHUNTER BOLO TIE by Chuck Baisden *** 

These handmade bolo ties, finely crafted from Montana, Colorado, and Wyoming deer antler, 

are truly beautiful.  Of course, each one is slightly different, but they measure approximately 1" 

wide x 2" long x 3/8" thick, and have our Headhunter logo on the front.  The tie string is olive 

drab nylon parachute cord with .30 cal copper bullets at the two ends.  The price of $10 includes 

shipping.  They come with a 100% satisfaction guarantee--if you don't like it, send it back for 

a full refund.  Please place your order directly with Chuck at (912) 897-1714 for these unique 

Headhunter gifts—Christmas is coming!!   

 

Fighter pilot songs (Rated G) on professional CDs and/or tapes are available from World renown mili-

tary song writer and balladeer, and fellow HEADHUNTER, Dick Jonas.  Contact him at: Erosonic; 2001 

Mountain View Glen; Ft Mojave, AZ 86426-8833. 

 

Thud Ridge and Going Downtown—two great books by our own Headhunter Col Jack Broughton, 

now in reprint.  Outstanding Vietnam air war coverage—and the politics behind it.  Order direct from Col 

Broughton: (949) 859-9087 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We take great pride in announcing the birth of 
the world's youngest HEADHUNTERS! 

 

aj Tony “Flash” & Trudi Franzel added a new member to their formation to make it a 

4-ship!  Riley Thomas Franzel had his roll-out on 8 January 2000—just in time to keep 

his dad from a nasty, boring squadron deployment to Hawaii!  Now that he’s eleven 

months old, he’s trying to keep up with his big brother Garrett!  Congratulations to the 

“Franzel 4-Ship!” 

 

THE STORK CORNER! 

 

M 
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-mail from JJ King on 3 October: “…The newest King, Grace Elizabeth, was born on 15 Jun 

00 at 0625 hrs.  She was 6 lbs, 13 oz, and 19 1/2 inches long.  We barely made it to the hos-

pital in time (I waited too long to wake Jeff up-- wanted to make sure it wasn't a false alarm!).  

The nurses called it a "drive-by delivery" because I had her within 1/2 hour of arriving at Wilford 

Hall.  Not enough time for drugs, so I had her "natural" although that was not by choice!  Gracie 

developed jaundice and had to stay in intensive care for a couple of days for photo therapy, but 

she is just fine now.  In fact, she is already holding up her head and cooing!  Jordan is adjusting 

to sharing the limelight with her little sister.…”   Congratulations to Maj Jef & JJ King! 
 

-mail received 20 Nov:  "Maj E.T. "Gotno" Moore (Juvat Maintenance Officer, 94/95) and 

Michelle ‘Muffy’ (Juvat Chick 94/95) just celebrated the birth of their second child Eliza-

beth on August 8.  Both Mom and Baby are doing fine.  Gotno and Muffy met at the Kun in 1994 

and are both looking forward to this year’s reunion and meeting some old friends." 
 

Congratulations to all on their newest “Wingman!” 
 

 

 

 
 

 

ast, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all                                        

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS, who we know of, that have made their last 

takeoff in this lifetime since our last newsletter. 

 

  Robert P. Hanson  WWII/LTM  22 Mar 2000 

  James E. Richter  WWII/LTM    8 Aug 2000 

Harrison J. Freeman  WWII/LTM  18 Sep 2000 

Robert P. Taylor  Vietnam       Sep 2000 

Stanley Borowski  WWII/LTM  20 Oct 2000 

William H. Holt  Korea     7 Nov 2000 

 

-mail of 21 Sept: “Last evening I had a call on the answering machine from Ted Freeman, 

Harrison's brother.  I do not know any of the details, why or when...but he told me that Harri-

son J. (Sad Sack) Freeman had joined the Heavenly Flight...I have tried to contact Ted but so far 

have had no luck...  Harrison was the exact double for the cartoon character, Sad Sack, hence his 

name.  Sack had four victories to his credit, the DFC and Air Medal with clusters.  Rest in Peace 

now, Sack...You earned it!  [signed] Kirby” 

 

-mail of 26 Sept: “JayBird: Sorry to inform you that another pilot is down.  Lt Col Robert 

(Bob) "Pecker Wood" Taylor of the 80th Tactical Fighter Squadron has flown his last mis-

sion.  Please be informed that he has passed away.  My father truly enjoyed being a Headhunter, 

and to this day I still regard my own flight jacket as sacred.  Thank you for providing my father 

with the many memories and contacts with fellow pilots. [signed] Eric Taylor” 

 

 

E 

E 

HEADHUNTERS AT REST 

L 

E 
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-mail of 2 Oct: “Dear JayBird,  I lost my wonderful wife Ellen on Friday, September 29, 

after 58 years of marriage.  She was with me in Itazuki when the Korean Conflict started.  

Although I was a member of the Eighth Fighter Group at that time, she supported all the wives.  

After I became Commander of the Headhunters, she became even more a part of the lives of the 

pilots and the wives who were still in Japan.  She worked as a volunteer nurse in establishing the 

triage unit at base flight for incoming wounded and became known there for her patient and lov-

ing work for those needing attention. Some members of the Headhunters may remember her, and 

if they do, please offer up your prayers for all of us.  [signed Col James H.] Buckey” 

 

etter received 23 Oct:  “Fellow Headhunters, Upon receiving the Sept issue of the 

‘Headhunter Headlines’ I thought it best if I let you know that James E. Richter passed 

away 8 August 2000.  He enjoyed reading the newsletters, although a lot of the men he didn’t 

know and they may not have known him.  Am enclosing a copy of the services held for him.  We 

had 57 years of marriage this past June, and I was an Australian war bride married there in 1943.  

[Signed] Elizabeth C. Richter; 6001 William Dr; Mechanicsburg, PA 17050.”   

 

e received a phone call on 23 Oct from the Grandson of our newest Member, Stanley 

Borowski.  Stanley joined our Association as a LifeTime Member (LTM) on 6 October, 

and his Grandson, Adam, said that he passed away on 20 October.  Although his membership 

was the shortest we’ve ever had, he had received his LTM card, Master Roster and all of his 

newsletters.  Adam said his Grandfather was very happy to read all the news and find lost friends 

on the Roster.  If anyone knows any stories, or has any photos of Stanley Borowski, please pass 

them on to Adam Schroadter at:  2675 Daystar Circle; Park City, UT 84060.  Thanks. 

 

-mail received 24 Oct: “I regret to announce that my beloved wife, Betty (Jo), passed away 

July 29, 2000.  She had been failing for over 5 years and is now at peace.  Regards, Mal-

colm C. Sponenbergh, Lt Col USAF (Ret) WW II.  1226 Marrieta Dr; Fairborn, OH 45324. 

 

n behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to these families our deepest 

sympathies and sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these individuals 

made to the Squadron and our Country.  May they rest in peace and forever soar with the Eagles. 
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May God bless and keep them in His Flight forever. 
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The next HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 February 2001 
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SEE  YOU  ALL  AT  THE  “DC”  REUNION!! 
(5-8 April 2001---got it on your calendars?  In ink?) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Col Jay E. "JayBird" Riedel, USAF (Ret)  

The “Head Headhunter” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                 80th Fighter Squadron 

                 "HEADHUNTERS" 
                      905 Arapaho Ct 

                 Columbus, GA 31904 

 

   ADDRESS CORRECTION 

             REQUESTED 
 

            FIRST CLASS 

  

 Christmas – 25 Dec New Years Day – 1 Jan Martin Luther King’s Day – 15 Jan 

 

  

 


