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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 
 

 On behalf of all our fellow Headhunters, Bonnie & I would like to ded-

icate this issue to the 5000+ innocent men, women, and children from the US 

and the other 84 countries who lost their lives in New York, Washington, and 

Pennsylvania on 11 September 2001.  May they rest in Peace.    
            

“We will make no distinction between the terrorists who 

committed these acts and those who harbor them….” 
(President Bush 11 September 2001) 
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…And our 

Flag was 

still there…. 
 

                                                           
 

t Col Russell K. “Waldo” Walden, a Headhunter from a previous tour in the 80
th

 and 

Commander of the Squadron since 17 November 2000, relinquished command to Lt Col 

John “Barney” Fyfe on 16 November.  Lt Col Walden, our outgoing 80
th

 Squadron Com-

mander, sent in the following information on 22 October:  “Barney is coming from Shaw AFB.  

He and I have been friends since our college days at Virginia Tech.  We were assigned together at 

Ramstein AB from 1987-88, and I was even an usher in his wedding.  He will do good things for 

the Juvats.  After almost 20 years I am going to a non-flying job.  I will be going to the JCS 

[Joint Chiefs of Staff] and working Force Structure in J-8.  Looking forward to being back with 

the family, but will miss flying.  This has been a very fast, challenging and rewarding year.  One I 

will always cherish.”  [Ed note:]  On behalf of all the Headhunters, Bonnie and I would like to 

commend Col Walden for a job well done as the 80
th

 Commander this past year, and we wish 

him and wife Becky the very best of luck in their future assignments.  We would also like to offi-

cially welcome Col Fyfe and his wife to the Headhunters, and hope they have an equally re-

warding tour as Commander of the 80
th

! 
 

 

 

 

rig Gen Paul P. Douglas, Jr, one of our newest members who flew 101 missions over Vi-

etnam in 1968 in the F-105, is also an Ace from WWII.  Gen Douglas flew the P-47 

Thunderbolt in Europe and is credited with 8 enemy aircraft in the air and destroying 27 

on the ground in 136 combat missions while serving as a squadron commander in the 368
th

 

Fighter Group, and later as Commander of the 36
th

 Fighter Group in Belgium, France, and Ger-

many.  On two occasions he shot down three enemy aircraft in one flight, earning him his two 

Distinguished Service Crosses.  Other decorations include 3 Silver Stars, 3 Legions of Merit, 3 

Distinguished Flying Crosses, 38 Air Medals, 2 Purple Hearts, and numerous others. 
 

 

 

 

 

n memory of Lt Gen Jay T. Robbins, who passed away on 3 March, donations to our 80
th

 

Fighter Squadron Headhunters Association were requested by Gen Robbins and his family 

in lieu of flowers.  This is a list of tax-deductible donations received from 1 Sept to 1 Dec: 

 

   Earl & Helen Burmeister……………..………$100 

   Glenn R. Hope………………………………..$  20 

 

ACTIVE SQUADRON HAS CHANGE OF COMMAND 

 

L 

NEW MEMBER IS WWII ACE! 

B 

ROBBINS MEMORIAL DONATIONS 

I 
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or those of you who wish to send in contributions, please make checks payable to “The 

Headhunters,” for whom you would like the contribution to be in honor of, and whether or 

not you would like to remain anonymous.  They are all tax deductible.  Thank you in advance. 

 

t gives us great pleasure to welcome these 26 new members to our ranks for the first time 

(in the order of "signing up" since 1 September).  Equally rewarding are the many members 

who have rejoined after 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 or even 10 years absence!   Welcome back to 

all!  Today we have 381 Yearly, plus 494 LifeTime Members (LTMs)—875 Total!! 
 

ur total membership for the 2000 – 2001 membership year that ended on 30 June 2001 was 

400 Yearly, plus 468 LTM’s—868 Total.  Dues are still coming in for this next member-

ship year of 1 July 2001 to 30 June 2002.  They come in slowly throughout the year and peak 

each June.  Watch as we close in on 900 for this Membership Year by next June! 
 

Here is the roll call of our new members: 
 

Mrs Lois Holmquist Howard (VN Widow) Maj Roy G. Baker (Korea) 

Dominic A. Lemma (56-60)   Lt Col Frank J. Hollingshead (52-53) 

Brig Gen Gerald E. McIlmoyle (Korea) William G. Sieber (Korea) 

T/Sgt Donald D. Jacoby (43-45)  Thomas W. Reynolds (Juvats) 

Lt Col Phillip A. Coll (63-65)   Col Richard L. Hellwege (Korea) 

Capt Marc J. Himelhoch (00-01)  Lt Col Joseph J. Pizzicaroli (Vietnam) 

Lt Col Richard P. Reinsch (Korea)  Maj William C. Moseley (54-56) 

John J. Larkin (WWII)   Brig Gen Paul P. Douglas, Jr. (66-67) 

Lt Col David R. Stilwell (94-95)  John K. Ek (Juvat) 

Col John W. Rushfeldt (Korea)  Stephen W. Mellenthin (Juvats) 

Capt Adam J. Meyers (01-present)  Col Joe M. O’Grady (Korea)  

        Col Jeffrey A. Remington (CC 6/94-12/94)   Capt James S. Merchant (00-01) 

        Brig Gen Fred D. Van Valkenburg (83-84)    Lt Col John Fyfe (CC Nov 01-) 

 

riends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change and/or Master 

E-mail & Fax List Change (enclosed), give 'em a call, write 'em a letter, or beam an e-mail 

message over to them.  Or better yet, ask them to meet you at the next reunion in Ft Walton 

Beach 19-22 September 2002!  Great to have you all in formation—and what a super one it is!!  

Do you have Headhunter friends that aren’t members?  If so, please let me have their addresses, 

and I’ll send a “Please Join Us” letter to them.  How about all of our active duty JUVATS in 

the 80th today?  Cleared to join up, Y’all!!   See your SNACKO for Member Information 

Forms and mailing envelopes—Thank you! 

 

 

here is a new release by Armour Collections.  It is a 1/48th scale die cast metal replica of Lt Gen 

Jay T. Robbins' 80th Fighter Squadron Jandina IV that he flew as a Major in 1944 when he 

downed his 22nd kill of the War.  It is 9.25” long, has a 12.75” wingspan, and weighs 2.2 lbs.  It 

comes complete (not a kit) with a reproduction of the original 80th Fighter Squadron 

"HEADHUNTERS" patch, a beautiful Certificate of Authenticity endorsed by Gen Robbins' family suitable 

for framing, and a full color brochure detailing the History of our 80th Fighter Squadron & an insightful 

F 
WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

I 
O 

 

F 

Gen Robbins’ “JANDINA IV” COLLECTABLE MODEL 

T 
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Biography into the life of Gen Jay T. Robbins, the highest scoring Ace of the 80
th
 Fighter Squadron and 

the 8
th
 Fighter Group.  Our 80th FS Headhunters Association gets a percentage of each sale IAW Gen 

Robbins' wishes.  The sale price is $74.95 + $6 shipping.  A total of only 1500 were made for worldwide 

release.  Contact JayBird for more details and orders.  Thank you! 
 
 

 

 

-mail sent on 11 September: “To All On-line 

Headhunters, As I'm sure you all know by now, there has 

been a massive, coordinated terrorist attack on the Twin 

World Trade Center Towers in New York, and the Pentagon in 

Washington shortly before 0900 today.  Hijacked commercial 

airliners were used in these coordinated attacks, which have 

completely collapsed and destroyed the two towers, and have 

done considerable damage to the Pentagon.  I hope and pray all of you are safe.  To our active 

duty members, you are now on a very high state of alert worldwide, and I'm not sure this message 

will ever get through to you.  I also hope and pray that our political leaders will treat this coward-

ly act as our second Pearl Harbor--and act accordingly to declare war on worldwide terrorism and 

crush it wherever it is located.  If the world thinks this is extreme, then have them get out of our 

way.  Israel understands this—we need to, also.  As with our first Pearl Harbor, our citizens un-

derstood—now with this attack, our citizens have finally had their eyes opened and should now 

understand it again after 60 years of tap-dancing and playing at war.  God Bless you all, and God 

Bless America.  Check 6—we're in a target-rich environment.... JayBird” 

 

-mail on 11 September: “Date: 9/11/2001 9:07 p.m.  An open letter to a terrorist: Well, you 

hit the World Trade Center, but you missed America.  You hit the Pentagon, but you missed 

America.  You used helpless American bodies, to take out other American bodies, but like a poor 

marksman, you STILL missed America.  Why?  Because of something you guys will never un-

derstand.  America isn't about a building or two, not about financial centers, not about military 

centers; America isn't about a place, America isn't even about a bunch of bodies.  America is 

about an IDEA.  An idea, that you can go someplace where you can earn as much as you can fig-

ure out how to, live for the most part, like you envisioned living, and pursue Happiness…  You 

guys seem to be incapable of understanding that we don't live in America, America lives in US!  

American Spirit is what it's called.  And killing a few thousand of us, or a few million of us, 

won't change it.  Most of the time, it's a pretty happy-go-lucky kind of Spirit.  Until we're crossed 

in a cowardly manner, then it becomes an entirely different kind of Spirit.  Wait until you see 

what we do with that Spirit, this time.  Sleep tight, if you can.  We're coming.”[This from Charles 

Brennan] 

-mail sent 11 September 2001: “To All On-line Headhunters: As this day, 11 September 

2001, our second ‘Day that will live in infamy’, passes into history in another 6 minutes, let 

us come together as a Nation and guide us in the days, weeks, and months ahead as we seek out 

those responsible and bring to closure this terrible day.  Just as I will never forget the images 

branded in my mind of the Arizona exploding at Pearl Harbor, or watching JFK's head explode in 

the Zapruda film on 22 November 1963, I will never forget the image of the airliner flying direct-

ly into the second World Trade Tower.  We, as a Nation, will prevail.  We all know it, and the 

rest of the world will certainly find out.  God Bless America.  All the best, JayBird” 

THE MAIL BAG 

 

E 
E 

E 

E 
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-mail on 12 September: “Jaybird, Yesterday was a tough day here in the Pentagon.  But 

even in this, our God, and our nation will prevail.  [Signed Col Phil Breedlove] Bwana” 

 

-mail on 12 September: “Greetings from Washington D.C.  I moved here only a few weeks 

go.  I am assigned to the Ballistic Missile Defense Organization.  I am working public affairs 

issues.  My office is 7100 Defense Pentagon.  Fortunately for me, the office moved out of the 

Pentagon a few months ago because of renovations.  I was actually in my office at the Navy An-

nex (Federal Office Bldg #2-- on the hill by the Arlington Cemetery --overlooking the Pentagon) 

when we heard the plane coming in and then we felt the impact.  We evacuated immediately to 

the darkest scene I've ever witnessed.  The Pentagon was on fire with black smoke billowing eve-

rywhere.  As we stood there in shock and disbelief, F-16s from Andrews arrived flying overhead 

to protect us from the 4th highjacked plane.  Initially, they feared it was headed in our direction. 

Thankfully, it did not make it here.  I am at work today.  We're not going to let these terrorists get 

us down.  Please say a prayer for those still inside the building.  Take care, Cathy” [Reardon] 

-mail on 13 September: “I wonder if the date of September 11,  was chosen deliberately by 

the enemy because of its reference to our National Telephone Distress call for help:   Nine-

One-One?  There will be a Blood Bath over this inhuman act of aggression.  One of our sons 

lives in a condo on the Hudson just 3 blocks from the World Trade and their 2 year old should 

have been in Day School on the first floor of the Trade Center at 8:30 A.M.  However, he slept in 

a little late and was just getting ready to go when the first plane hit at 8:50.  Fate truly played a 

hand for them that morning.  [signed] Charlie Taylor” 

 

-mail on 13 September: “You're right on target!  Thank you for taking the time to remem-

ber, to support, and to be a great patriot!  We will DEFINITELY prevail -- we have the spirit, 

the resolve, the technology, and the fortitude to make it so.  God bless America!  Col J. Kevin 

‘Tootsie’ Roll; Juvats, 1989-1990 & 2000-2001.  What Is Good?” 

-mail on 13 September: “Yes, our prayers and heartfelt sympathy go out to the families and 

loved ones of those who have perished in the dastardly act of September 11, 2001.  Now it is 

time to pray for the safety and well being of those that must seek and bring to justice those 

responsible for the act.  This will very likely include many of the current pilots of the 80th.  If 

called upon, there is no doubt in my mind that justice will be served and that terrorism will ulti-

mately become a thing of the past, attributed in part, to some mighty fine ‘Headhunters.’  These 

cowardly terrorists will find they have no place to hide or a right to live.  I, for one, would like to 

see the guillotine reintroduced for all crimes of this nature.  Might deter other acts against society 

as well.  GO GET 'EM JUVATS.  [signed]    Screwy Looie” [Louis Schriber—WWII Ace] 

etter on 14 September: “Here is my $25 payment for a LifeTime Membership.  I flew my 

first combat mission with the 80th Ftr Sq on Dec 23, 1950 with Archie Caldwell from Itazuke 

E 

E 

E 

“Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any 

price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to 

assure the survival and the success of liberty.” 
---JFK Inaugural Address 20 January 1961 

E 

E 

L 
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AB.  I’ll be 74 next December 4th, and I’m in rarin’-to-go health.  I’d love to get those bastards 

who planned the attack on Sept 11th in my sights!  Best regards, Dick Hellwege.”  [Ed note] Dick 

is one of our brand new members, signing up as an LTM.  We all feel the same way, Dick—

thanks for joining up!! 

-mail on 14 September: From Adam Mayblum—survivor from the 87th floor of Tower One: “…The responsi-

ble ones are in hiding somewhere on this planet and damn them for making me feel like this.  But they should 

know that they failed in terrorizing us.  We were calm.  Those men and women that went up [firefighters racing 

up the stairs to find survivors as others were evacuating] were heroes in the face of it all.  They must have known 

what was going on, and they did their jobs.  Ordinary people were heroes too.  Today the images that people around 

the world equate with power and democracy are gone but ‘America’ is not an image—it is a concept.  That concept 

is only strengthened by our pulling together as a team.  If you want to kill us, leave us alone because we will do it by 

ourselves.  If you want to make us stronger, attack and we unite.  This is the ultimate failure of terrorism against The 

United States and the ultimate price we pay to be free, to decide where we want to work, what we want to eat, and 

when & where we want to go on vacation.  The very moment the first plane was hijacked, democracy won.” [Ed 

note] Thanks to Ken Foust for sending this in. 

-mail on 23 October: “Jaybird, I am a Juvat who was stationed at the Kun from May 00 - May 01.  Now that 

I'm at another squadron, in Japan, I realize what a special squadron I was in.  While at the Kun I made some 

inquiries about joining the Headhunter's Association, but never followed through.  Now that I've realized the error of 

my ways, I am hoping to redeem myself.  Sincerely, James ‘Taz’ Merchant   Juvat Viper Driver (May 00-May 01)” 

-mail on 13 November: “Jaybird, Yesterday, I had the unpleasant surprise of waking up at our JFK short layo-

ver hotel and looking out my fifth floor window to see the rising plume of smoke from the AAL airbus as it had 

just rolled into the Belle Harbour housing area.  It's a sad day for US commercial aviation.  My first thought was 

that of, ‘Oh no, not another terrorist attack.’  Now it appears, as you know, it was likely mechanical (although I can't 

figure out how two engines can drop off an airplane).  Delta stood down the JFK flights for a day and we came back 

this morning to Orlando.  As we were boarding passengers this morning in Newark, a lady with two small kids in tow 

stopped in front of me (I was the cabin greeter) and said, ‘Please look into my eyes and tell me it's safe to fly.’  I told 

her that her safety was our number one priority, and we wouldn't move the jet until we were satisfied it would be a 

safe flight from start to finish.  She said, ‘Ok, I believe you’ and boarded.  But what have we come to that passengers 

even have to consider asking a question like that.  I hope we all get through this time, and my thoughts are certainly 

with the American and United crews that now must get many more questions than us.  Hope all is well with you and 

Bonnie.  Best to all,  Mac McDonald” [Ed note] Mac, Juvat ’79-’80,  is a Captain with Delta Airlines. 

 

-Mail on Thanksgiving Day: “Jaybird--thanks for the note.  Does not quite feel like Thanksgiving over here in 

Kuwait, but it is good to know that people are thinking about us back home.  Sid” [Neuenswander] 

 

 

 

 

 

-mail from Kirby on 10 October: “Just talked with Paul Murphey...His 

surgery was 8 am yesterday morning...they went in and scraped his spinal 

column in 3-4 different places.  Calcium had built up and was rubbing on 

nerves...  Came through in fine shape...was fixing to leave room and go walking 

in the hall...expects to be released in the morning...  Unfortunately, Sue hurt her 

back during the process of helping Paul!  We all hope both Paul & Sue fully recu-

perate in the next few weeks! 

 

 

E 

E 

E 

E 

HURTIN’ HEADHUNTERS 

 

E 

LATEST INTELLIGENCE FROM AROUND THE WORLD! 

O 
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ur highly reliable sources in strategically placed deep mole positions around the globe have in-

formed us that Osama bin Laden is hiding under a rock in a cave somewhere in 

Afghanistan—mumbling over and over to himself, “&*%$#&--I was supposed 

to terrorize and demoralize THEM!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

hese are very sad times after the devastating attack on New York and the Pentagon on 11 

September 2001.  I believe the only good to come from it is the fact that, for the first time 

in 60 years since Pearl Harbor, our Country is once again united, and our eyes have been 

opened to just how vulnerable our free Nation is.  As I write this on 14 September, I hope and 

pray for our people lost and missing, and I hope and pray that this feeling of solidarity and re-

solve will not fade over the next few months.  The war against worldwide terrorism that we’re in 

is not as easy as capturing one or two individuals.  I don’t want to track them down and arrest 

them.  I don’t want to hunt them down and bring them to justice.  I don’t want to “keep them un-

der surveillance,” as 5 of the 19 hijackers were at the time of the attacks…!  We don’t do this to 

enemies during war.  I’m glad we didn’t hunt down and arrest, or keep under surveillance, those 

responsible for the unprovoked attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, and I pray we react the same way 

as then, now.  We can no longer ignore acts of terrorism aimed directly at our people and proper-

ty as we have for the past 20 years.  Unfortunately this is a new kind of war—not as straight for-

ward, black & white as 1941.  However, we will adjust, and the outcome must, once again, be the 

same—a crushing defeat of our enemies.  We have a tough road ahead of us.  Each of us is now 

on the front lines in this new war—not just the active military.  However, working together as a 

united Country with a few other countries around the world that can understand the problem and 

threat to world peace and order, we WILL prevail.  God Bless America. 

 

onnie and I took a 9-day car trip (9-18 Oct) from Georgia up through South and North Caro-

lina, Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee to visit family and see the beautiful 

fall colors.  The trip was outstanding, but what impressed us the most was the out-pouring of pat-

riotic symbols throughout our trip.  Everywhere we went—from the big cities, to the small towns, 

to the individual very modest homes in the mountains of back woods West Virginia, American 

Flags were everywhere—down main streets, on homes, hanging from interstate overpasses, even 

churches, cars, pickup trucks, and large 18-wheelers.  Although this display was gratifying in it-

self, there were also signs, marquees, and billboards everywhere, from the Interstates, cities, 

towns, churches, to individual businesses, with “God Bless America,” “God Bless the USA,” or 

“United We Stand” displayed proudly on each.  I have never seen such a universal display of pat-

riotism in my life.  I truly hope and pray it doesn’t fade, as we get deeper into this all-important 

war against worldwide terrorism.  Our flag is up…is yours?  “God Bless America,” “God Bless 

the USA,” and please don’t forget to use the new “United We Stand” stamps from the Post Of-

fice that just came out. 
 

 

head headhunter corner 

 

  

T 

B 
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t’s Christmas time again! Maybe Santa can use some of these items 

in a HEADHUNTER stocking!!  Wear/use them proudly—not just at the 

reunions, but wherever you go!  It’s a great way to find other 

HEADHUNTERS, too!  Unless purchased at a reunion, a small fee of $4 

should be added for postage to all orders (unless otherwise noted)—I’ll take care of 

the “handling!”  Note the new Vietnam-era patches added to our Store and re-

duced prices on some items! 
 

 Blazer Emblem (men’s or ladies) $35  Golf Shirt (specify size)  $29 

 Squadron Unique Tie   $30  T Shirt (specify size)  $12 

 Ladies Floppy Bow (matches tie) $30  Squadron F-16 Litho Print $20 

 Sq “Nickel” Coin or Keychain  $  4  White Hat   $10 

 *Personalized  Sq coffee mug  $20  Black Hat   $10 

 *Personalized  Sq beer stein  $23  Squadron Memorial Plaque $10 

 *Mug & Stein set as above  $40  Korean-era Sq Patch  $  5 

 Current Squadron Patch   $  5  Vietnam-era Sq Patch  $  5 

**Personalized Sq beer mug  $25   Lapel Pin/Tie Tack  $  3 

Squadron Logo Golf Balls (sleeve) $10   ***Squadron Bolo Tie  $10 

 Headhunter Tattoos (fun!) 2 for a  $  1  Reunion ’99 Shopping Bag $  1 

 Reunion ’99 Golf Towel  $  1 
 

* Please include name and/or callsign desired on your mug/stein (up to 20 letters), and right/left hand-

ed with your order.  Unless otherwise stated, the Squadron logo & your first name in Old English will 

be on the front (handle left for right-handed drinker), and an F-16 will be on the back. 
 

** Large 25oz mug is beautiful etched glass.  Please indicate Squadron logo or our Association logo 

desired, choice of P-39, P-38, P-51, F-80, F-86, F-84, F-100, F-105, F-4, or F-16, and include name 

and/or callsign in “HEADHUNTER” or standard bold font, and right/left handed, with your order. Per-

sonal markings (tail number/markings, aerial victories, etc.) available.  Other aircraft may be available.  

Please call for quote. 
 

Please send check to “The Headhunters”; 905 Arapaho Ct; Columbus, GA 31904-1242.  Please don’t 

forget $4 postage on all orders (accept patches, coins, tattoos, & lapel pin.) 
 

*** HEADHUNTER BOLO TIE by Chuck Baisden *** 

These handmade bolo ties, finely crafted from Montana, Colorado, and Wyoming deer antler, are truly 

beautiful.  Of course, each one is slightly different, but they measure approximately 1" wide x 2" long x 

3/8" thick, and have our Headhunter logo on the front.  The tie string is olive drab nylon parachute 

cord with .30 cal copper bullets at the two ends.  The price of $10 includes shipping.  They come with a 

100% satisfaction guarantee--if you don't like it, send it back for a full refund.  Please place your or-

der directly with Chuck at (912) 897-1714 for these unique Headhunter gifts!!   

 

Fighter pilot songs (Rated PG) on professional CDs and/or tapes are available from World-renowned 

military songwriter and balladeer, and fellow HEADHUNTER, Dick Jonas.  Contact him at: Erosonic; 

2001 Mountain View Glen; Ft Mojave, AZ 86426-8833. 
 

“We did not seek this conflict, but we will end it.” 
(President Bush 29 Sep 2001) 

 

SANTA’S HEADHUNTER STORE!!     

 

I 
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Vipers in the Storm by another of our HEADHUNTERS, Capt Keith “Rosey” Rosenkranz.  His personal 

adventures flying F-16’s in Desert Storm.  Great book!  Order direct from Rosey at (817) 706-8660. 
 

Thud Ridge and Going Downtown—two great books by our own Headhunter Col Jack Broughton, 

now in reprint.  They both contain outstanding Vietnam air war coverage—and the politics behind it.  

Order direct from Col Broughton: (949) 859-9087 

Dreams Of Aces—a brand new book from Double Jet Ace and fellow Headhunter Col Hal 

Fischer.  Outstanding personal account of his two tours in Korea, and his experiences as a POW in 

China until 1955 after being shot down on his 70
th
 mission of 2

nd
 tour.  Also includes another tour in 

Vietnam and 27 photos.  Book & mailing is $25.  For a personalized signed copy, contact our Mem-

ber, Penny Wilson at: pennywilson@compuserve.com or Penny Wilson; PO Box 856; Glen 

Rose, Texas 76043 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ell, it’s just about tax time again.  Please remember—if you’re looking for a favorite 

organization to send a tax-deductible contribution to, our 80
th

 Fighter Squadron 

Headhunters Association, Inc. will qualify.  We are a non-profit; tax exempt War Vet-

erans’ Organization in accordance with the current Tax Laws.  All contributions will receive a 

Letter of Receipt for your tax records, and all will be recognized in these newsletters, if so de-

sired, or will be kept anonymous.  Also, contributions may be made in memory of others, such as 

the victims of 11 September 2001.  Please specify your desires.  Please send to: The 

Headhunters; 905 Arapaho Ct; Columbus, GA 31904-1242 

*****   Thanks in advance!   ***** 
 

 

HEADHUNTERS GETTIN' HITCHED! 

 

TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS 

W 



 10 

 

 
-mail on 14 September: “After the horrible news this week, 

thought it was better to hold off with this.  Today seems to be ap-

propriate.  Phyllis and I, after 30 years, have finally tied the knot.  

For those that don't know her, we dated in high school and were always 

in touch.  Over the past 18 months we reestablished our relationship.  We 

had been trying to plan a ‘low key’ wedding, which, of course, kept 

growing and growing.  (I'm sure everyone knows how that goes ... invite          

this person and then this one needs to be invited.)  So Friday, 7 Sep 01, at 1630, we 

ran away.  I guess this goes to show that even in hours of sorrow happiness can be found.  We are both 

truly happy and very much 

in love.  Our address is:  

1007 Garden St SE; Le-

noir, NC 28645.  Phone:  (828) 758-4753.  Our love to all.  Phyllis and Walt [Land]” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We take great pride in announc- ing the birth of the world's 

youngest HEADHUNTERS! 

 

-mail on 02 November: “We're grandparents!  Bridget Renee Land was born on Thursday, Nov 1, at 

10:42 pm central time.  The proud parents are Jared and Tiffany.  We are planning a trip to Biloxi for 

Thanksgiving to visit and meet the new granddaughter.  Hope everyone is doing well.  Walt and I are 

very happy.  It is such a wonderful life.  Take care, Walt and Phyllis” Congratulations to Walt & 

Phyllis Land on their new granddaughter! 
 

 
 

ast, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all                                        

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS, who we know of, that have made their last 

takeoff in this lifetime since our last newsletter. 

 
 Capt Harold G. Holmquist  Vietnam       Apr 1963 

 Col William L. Janssen  Vietnam/CC(2)  27 Dec 1995 

 Col Walter W. Lewin   Korea    28 Feb 1999 

 James Blackman   WWII                 2000 

 Bob Taylor (last news Pg 1)  Vietnam    2000 

 Charles R. Menches   Korea        May 2000 

 Sgt Anthony M. Bell   WWII/LTM      7 Sep 2001 

 Lt Col Clarence E. (Joe) Maw  BTW/LTM    18 Sep 2001 

 Col Jesse C. Locke, Jr   Korea/LTM      4 Oct 2001 

 Capt Russel K. Tambling  WWII/LTM   16 Nov 2001 

 William "Dick"" Campbell  WWII/LTM   22 Nov 2001 

 
-mail received 5 Sep 2001: “Col Riedel, I received your invitation to join the 80th Fighter Squadron 

HEADHUNTERS Association today.  Unfortunately, my husband, Col William L. Janssen, died De-
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cember 27, 1995.  You might want to remove him from your list.  I was very fortunate to have known 

‘Wild Bill’ and actually met him at McClellan AFB just before he retired.  His stories of his life in the 

Air Force were absolutely wonderful, awe-inspiring and a bit silly, but he truly loved flying.  He was es-

pecially proud of being in the 80th.  We had 21 years of happiness, friendship and the love of the Air 

Force and our country.  Thank you again for the invitation.  Sincerely, Mrs. William L. (Lynn) Janssen”  

[Ed note] Lt Col William Lynn Janssen was one of only a handful of men to ever have been an 80
th
 Tacti-

cal Fighter Squadron Commander twice: 28 Jun 1966 - 9 Jun 1967, and 27 Sep 1967 - 20 Feb 1968.  

Unfortunately he never joined our Association, but his contribution to our Squadron and our Country 

will not be forgotten.  Thanks, Wild Bill—Rest in Peace. 
 

-mail received 5 Sep 2001: “When I read the mail about Bill Janssen I looked on the wall in front of 

me and there, where it has been for over 25 years, is the drawing Bill made of the Thud Pilot, "Duty, 

Honor, Country".  It’s been so long I don't even remember where I got the picture, but I have always cher-

ished it and wondered how Bill was doing.  Please pass my thoughts on to the widow.  [signed] Jack 

Redmond 80th TFS Itazuke/Yokota 1962-1965” 
-mail received 16 Sep 2001: “My father, Sgt. Anthony M. Bell, passed away on September 7, 2001.  He was in 

the 80th Fighter Squadron for the duration of WWII.  Fighting in New Guinea and elsewhere, my dad was very 

proud of the Squadron and the men he had the privilege to serve with.  The WWII generation had to endure 

great sacrifice in far off lands and in great peril.  That alone should suffice a place of honor.  But my father, like so 

many others, was active in building America to what it is today.  Through his involvement in Scouting and other 

youth programs, his activities in the local church and recently part of the ‘Meals on Wheels’ program for the elderly, 

my father and his generation continued to contribute for the good of mankind and America.  His legacy, like so many 

others, is one of self-sacrifice, generosity and kindness.  As our country faces its most trying time in decades, it is 

important to remember the sacrifice of the WWII generation during and after the war.  With the self-sacrifice and 

dedication of my father and so many of his generation, we will, with God at our side, persevere and triumph over the 

darkness.  Thank you for your newsletter as it continued my Dad’s bond with his fellow squadron friends.  If I can 

ask that future newsletters be sent to my attention, it is then possible for our family to keep in touch with his WWII 

friends.  Sincerely, Tony Bell (Jr); 640 Riedy Rd; Lisle, IL 60532.” 

 

-mail received 19 Sep 2001: “Last night I had a note from Gladis Maw.  Joe passed away yesterday, 

the 18th of September.  He had been suffering from cancer the past few months and had been under 

the care of Hospice People the past three weeks.  Some of you may not remember Joe.  I was fortunate to 

have flown with him in Okinawa in the 80th (Headhunters) and we helped move the squadron to the Phil-

ippines where it eventually became the 510th.  Joe was moved to Wing Headquarters from the 510th so 

some of you may not have known Joe.  That is your misfortune.  Joe was one of the top five men in my 

life that influenced me more than all the rest.  One, of course, was my dad.  Another was an older brother 

and the rest were military men. Joe was a captain and Major when I knew him but he taught me more 

about being an officer in the Air Force than all the others.  I'm sure he influenced many other young of-

ficers during his career and I know the Air Force is a better place and a stronger force because of him.  I 

know that Gladis would be comforted by your remembrances of Joe.  If you care to send a card, her ad-

dress is: Gladis Maw; 5401 Lake Jackson; Waco, TX 76710.”  This message was from Roy C. Moore. 

 

-mail received 17 Nov 2001: “This is to let you know of the departure of my dear friend and com-

rade in the ‘wild blue yonder,’ Captain Russel K. Tambling.  He departed on Friday, November 16th 

after a long health battle.  He is survived by his wife and 5 children.  Russ lived in the town of Clio, 

Michigan.  He was the wingman of Major Robert Hochuli on the last Headhunter Fighter attack on Japan 

of  WWII when Hochuli was lost to ground fire.  Charlie Taylor” 
 

-mail received Thanksgiving Day: “It is with deep regret that we pass the news of the passing of William 

‘Dick’ Campbell long time member of the 80th FS.  Dick passed on Thanksgiving morning, in his sleep, with all 

of his kids at home for Thanksgiving.  He will be missed by family and friends alike.  Cards can be sent to 303 S. 

Crockett St; Seguin, Texas 78155.  [signed]  Dick’s Family” 
 

n behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to these families our deepest 

sympathies and sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these individuals 
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made to the Squadron and our Country.  May they rest in peace and forever soar with the Eagles. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

*********************** 

The next HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 March 2002 
The Headhunter Headlines is the official newsletter of the 80

th
 Fighter Squadron Headhunters Association, Inc., 

a non-profit, tax exempt War Veterans’ Organization. 

 Copyright 1999 - 2001, all rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                

 

“This Country is peaceful, but fierce when stirred to anger….” 
(President Bush 14 September 2001) 

 

   HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO YOU AND 

YOURS!!     
 

 

May God bless and keep them in His Flight forever. 

 

 
  

 

President’s Day – 18 Jan     Valentines Day – 14 Feb New Years Day – 1 Jan  Christmas – 25 Dec 
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Col Jay E. "JayBird" Riedel, USAF (Ret)  

The “Head Headhunter” 
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                 "HEADHUNTERS" 
                      905 Arapaho Ct 
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