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                       80TH FIGHTER SQUADRON 

       HEADHUNTER HEADLINES 
                    905 Arapaho Court; Columbus, GA 31904-1242 
 

 
                                                                                                                   
Volume IV  Number 11             "AUDENTES  FORTUNA  JUVAT"                   February 1, 1994 

 

 

Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 

 

 Bonnie & I hope this Newsletter finds all of you in the very best of health and happiness 

in this great new year of 1994! 

 

HEADHUNTER  REUNION!! 

 

 O.K.--Here it is!  Our next Reunion will be in Ft. Walton Beach, FL, 27-30 April 1995 

at the Ramada Inn.  As details firm up, we'll keep you posted.  This next great get together will 

be hosted by Bob & Nan Kan.  Please pen this in on your calendars now!!  Bob says our 

Hospitality room has 360-degree windows, and the Ramada has beautiful facilities!  Be there! 

 

 

LATE  BREAKING  NEWS!! 

 

 
 

 Our own Lt Gen Jay T. Robbins (Ret) was recently inducted into the Hall of Honor at his 

Alma Mater, Texas A & M.  Gen Robbins graduated in the Class of 1940 and joined the Army 

Air Corps.  He flew 181 combat missions in the Pacific Theater during World War II, and he is 

today the leading living Fighter Ace from that theater with 22 confirmed victories.  He was also 

one of our 80th Squadron Commanders during that time.  Gen Robbins remained in the Air Force 

after the war and later served as Commander of 12th Air Force, Vice Commander of Military 

Airlift Command (MAC), and Vice Commander of Tactical Air Command (TAC) while 

completing 33 years of active service to his country.  He and his wife, Ina, currently reside in San 

Antonio and are Life Time Members (LTM) of our organization.  (ED NOTE: notice I didn't tell 

any Aggie jokes?  You bet!  My mom & dad didn't raise no dummy!!)  Congratulations, Gen 

Robbins!! 
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80TH  HISTORY  CORRECTED! 

 

 Over 40 years ago, the 80th, 35th, and 36th Fighter Bomber Squadrons (FBS) served with 

distinction during the Korean War.  The 35th and 36th FBSs received the Presidential Unit 

Citation (PUC), but somehow the 80th was excluded.  Thinking this must have been an 

oversight, Jerry Minton (one of our Korean War LTMs) took it upon himself to find out exactly 

what happened.  He discussed the problem with Kirby (one of our WWII LTM Aces) and a 

couple of others and decided to write a letter to the Commander of the 80th today, Lt Col Phil 

Breedlove.  Col Breedlove gave the project to Capt Tom Reichert (JUVAT Boy's Choir Lead) in 

the Squadron, and this is the result:  Capt Reichert writes; "...I enlisted the help of our Wing 

Historian, and this is what he found out:" 

 

"The 80th FBS was indeed not included in the most recent AFR 900-2 (Air 

Force Regulation 900-2) listing as having received the PUC for 1 FEB 1951 - 

31 MAR 1953.  PACAF (Pacific Air Forces), however, has the original order 

(FEAF [Far East Air Forces] General Order 158/54) and the 80th is indeed 

listed, along with the 35th and 36th.  Apparently, a typographical error omitted 

the 80th from the AFR 900-2 listing." 

 

"My Wing Historian is writing a letter to the POC (point of contact) for such 

matters at Maxwell AFB.  He is planning on including a copy of the order on 

file with PACAF.  The Historian believes that, if an IMC (immediate change) 

is issued for this, it will be out in a couple of months.  If they wait for the next 

publication of AFR 900-2, it will be several years before it is published. He 

will keep me posted on future developments.  As for the award, everyone 

who served with the 80th FBS in this time frame qualified for the award." 

  

 Jerry concludes; "Victory at last!  It took a long time, but I never gave up, because the 

80th was and is the best damned squadron in the 8th Group!  Probably the best in the USAF!  

...Please give credit to Phil and Tom who in typical HEADHUNTER fashion locked on and 

killed a problem that goes back 40 years."  We wholeheartedly concur, Jerry!  Thanks for your 

perseverance in getting this oversight corrected--for all of us!  And to Col Breedlove, "NOGAS" 

Reichert, and Kirby too (yep, that's right, JUVATS--the one and only Kirby who you sing about 

in "Twin Tailed Lightning"!  See your latest HEADHUNTER Master Roster for those other 

names that have been preserved in song!), and everyone else who worked on the project, thanks 

for a job well done!! 

 

HOLLANDIA---50TH  ANNIVERSARY! 

 
 Hollandia is a small town on the north coast of New Guinea.  During World War II, it 

boasted a three airfield complex from which the Japanese pressed the air war against Douglas 

Mac Arthur's allied forces.  Also, its protected harbor was a major Japanese supply port.  In late 

March and early April 1944, Mac Arthur launched a major assault against Hollandia, capturing it 

on 23 April. 



3 

 

 Why is Hollandia an important part of the 80th Squadron history?  Why do we call it our 

finest hour in aerial combat?  We had better single days in air-to-air combat (13 victories on June 

21, 1943), but the "Four Days of Hollandia"--March 30, March 31, April 3, and April 12, 

1944--stand out for several reasons: 

 

 *  The Headhunters accounted for 33 victories in these four days. 

 

 *  On 12 April, the Headhunters became the first U.S. fighter squadron to score more than 

200 enemy kills. 

 

 *  Also on 12 April, while flying with the 80th, Captain Richard I. "Dick" Bong scored 

his 26th, 27th, and 28th kills, surpassing the World War I record of Eddie Rickenbacker and 

making him the new American "Ace-of-Aces."  Bong had a total of 40 victories by the end of 

the war. 

 

 So the Four Days of Hollandia represent for us the zenith of a rich and proud history.  

And make no mistake about it--our Squadron today is ready and willing, when needed, to do it 

again!! 

 

HEADHUNTER  GENERALS  ON  THE  MOVE! 

 
 Maj Gen Richard T. Swope is now Assistant Chief of Staff Operations, HQ AFCENT. 

 

 

LATEST  NEWS  FROM  "THE  KUN"! 

 

 We just received a great letter from 2Lt Mark "Pledge" Madaus who is currently the 80th 

Squadron Adjutant over in Kunsan, Korea.  He says; "Things are going well for us over here 

despite all of the rumors about Kim Il Sung.  We just won 'Top Squadron of the Half' (again), 

and completely dominated the first ever 'KunSmoke' Invitational Bombing Competition that 

involved the Wolfpack (8th Fighter Wing to which our 80th and 35th are assigned), Misawa, 

Kadena, and Osan (you don't have to tell anyone that Misawa, Kadena, and Osan had to WX 

cancel, so it was just us and the Pantons...)."  (Ed Note:  I wasn't supposed to tell you all that, but, 

shoot, if they all WX canceled and we didn't, they deserved the negative press!  A win is a win!!).  

Great show!! 

 

 Mark has also dug out the old Squadron history books and has started a major overhaul of 

them.  WWII coverage is great, but photos from 1945 - 1980 are lacking.  He's looking for 

Squadron photos from Korea/BTW/Vietnam eras.  If you have extras or can make some 

copies, PLEASE send to 2Lt Mark Madaus at PSC #2, Box 2794; APO AP 96264-2794.  

Thanks! 

 

 He has also uncovered a problem in the 8th Fighter Wing history that shows zero aerial 

kills in Korea and Vietnam for the 80th, but they show 20+ kills in Korea and 16+ in Vietnam 
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for the 35th!  Shucks, our three Korean Aces, Gen James Hill, Leonard Lilley, and Harold 

Fischer, and our Vietnam Ace, Jeff Feinstein, had that many!!  If anyone can shed some light 

on this, please write to Mark.  Thank you! 

  CHANGE #1  TO  MASTER  HEADHUNTER  ROSTER !! 
 

 Enclosed, please find Change #1 to the Master Roster sent to you with the 1 November 

1993 Newsletter.  Please note these few pages are only CHANGES to the Roster--NOT a full 

new roster!!  Only information that has changed since 1 November is included in this change.  If 

you have had no changes since 1 November, you will not be in this change (I always get a 

couple of letters asking, "Why am I not on the roster anymore?!!").  The best way to find the 

most current information on someone is to look through the most recent changes first; then if 

there isn't any entry, the information in the Master Roster is still current (just like a "Dash-1", 

JUVATS!).   

 

 
"Yes, it is my first home built jet...How did you know?" 

 

 

LATEST  INTELLIGENCE  FROM  AROUND  THE  WORLD! 
 

 Our sources have informed us that a no-notice JUVAT Nickel Coin Check was given to 

Maj Gen Dick Swope a few months ago.  Result:  OUTSTANDING!  "He passed well!"  There's 

a moral to this: own and always carry your JUVAT Nickel, for you'll never know when someone, 

somewhere, will walk up to you and say, "Smile, this is a no-notice Coin Check!"  Great Work!!  

(The purpose of this is to get a free drink if you have your Nickel and he/she doesn't.  However, 

if you make a challenge and the other person does have his/her Nickel, then you get to buy the 

drink!  Be ready!!)  

 

 We also heard that Col Don Merten was picked up from a not-so-friendly island in the 

Med last summer after his F-16 engine quit.  No problem--he's back flying.  Don, where are you?  

Don?  Can someone out there ask him to sign up?  Thanks! 

 

 

WELCOME  TO  OUR  NEW  MEMBERS! 
  

 It gives us great pleasure to welcome these 9 new members to our organization for the 

first time (in the approximate order of "signing up" since 1 November):   

 

 Lt Col Richard A. Housum    Capt Anthony J. "Worm" Adamo 

 Lt Col Christopher R. Kleinsmith   Lt Col Jack G. Rico't 

 Lt Col Howard K. White    Lt Col Edward C. Gund 
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 Lt Col Carey G. "Chip" Mumford, III   Capt Dion P. "Skull" Thorpe 

 Lt Col Richard D. "Rookie" Rook 

    

 Friends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change #1 

(enclosed) and give 'em a call, or write 'em a letter.  Great to have you all "back in formation"--

it's been a long time!!        

 

HURTIN'  HEADHUNTERS 

 

 
 It was sure good to hear that Paul Murphey's ankle is doing a lot better after his operation 

last Fall.  Paul (another of our WWII LTM Aces) says it has affected his golf game a little, but I 

think he's just trying to butter us up for the kill at our next reunion!  See you there, Paul!  

 

 L. C. Bradley (WWII LTM) wasn't feeling too hot a few months ago, so he went in for a 

depot maintenance overhaul & an operation.  He's feeling much better now, and we all wish you 

a very speedy and complete return to the flight line, Brad!  See you "on the beach!" 

 

 

HEAD  HEADHUNTER  CORNER 
 

 
 

 I'd like to take this opportunity to thank each of you who saw my plea for help in the last 

newsletter about our missing HEADHUNTERS.  I received many new updated addresses 

(reflected in the enclosed Change #1 to the Master Roster), and I've sent the appropriate 

correspondence to them to join us, renew their dues, etc.  If anyone else knows the whereabouts 

of our remaining missing HEADHUNTERS (with blank/incomplete addresses on the roster), 

please send their addresses to me so I can contact them.  THANK YOU!! 

 

 

HEADHUNTER  LIFETIME  MEMBERSHIP  GOIN'  STRONG!! 

 

 As you can see in your new Master Roster & Change #1, we now have 175 LifeTime 

Members (LTM)!  Don't fell left out--get one today!! 
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THE  STORK  CORNER! 
 

 
 

We're very happy to announce the birth of the world's youngest HEADHUNTERS! 

* * * * 

The great card we received from Jon & Kim Norman says it all!! 

 

Announcing the Results 

of Mission #1 

   Call Sign................................Erin Elizabeth Norman 

   Date of Release...............................19 October 1993 

   Time on Target............................................0645a.m. 

   Ordnance Weight........................................8lbs, 3oz 

   Wing Span............................................20 1/2 inches 

   Pilot.......................................................Jon Norman 

   Life Support Technician........................Kim Norman 

   RTB at.............................................4424A Larch St. 

                            M.H.A.F.B., ID 83648 

 

 As of 14 December, Chip & Sue Mumford were expecting--programmed TOT (time on 

target) 29 December!!  SUPER!! 

  
***   CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!!   *** 

 

 

HEADHUNTERS  AT  REST 
 

 Last, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all 

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS who we know of that have made their last 

takeoff in this lifetime since our last newsletter: 

 

  Chester M. Dellinger  WWII   in early 1980's 

                    

 On behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to their families our 

deepest sympathies and sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these 



7 

individuals made to the Squadron and our Country.  May God bless and keep them in His Flight 

forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 May 94. 

 

 

Check 6, 

 

 

Col Jay E. "Jay Bird" Riedel, USAF Ret 

80 TFS/CC 1979 - 1980 

(706) 324-7360 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 80th Fighter Squadron 

                 "HEADHUNTERS" 

                      905 Arapaho Ct 

                  Columbus, GA 31904 

 

 

 ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

                    FIRST CLASS 

 

 


