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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 

 

 Bonnie & I hope this Newsletter finds all of you in the very best of health and happiness! 

 

HEADHUNTER  REUNION!! 
 

 Our next reunion is really taking shape nicely!  This great get together will be hosted by 

Bob & Nan Kan in Ft. Walton Beach, FL, 27-30 April 1995 at the Ramada Inn.  Bob sent 

some pictures to us of the hotel--both from inside and from the air as he flew over at 5200'!  He 

also sent a video of the Ramada--absolutely beautiful!  For those of you who have never been to 

this area, there are snow-white sand beaches with emerald-green water--plenty warm enough for 

swimming the end of April!  Each room in the Ramada has a safe, the banquet room overlooks 

the Gulf, and the hospitality room has its own ice making machine and 360-degree windows for a 

great view!  The hotel also has an indoor pool, outdoor pool (with a swim-up-to bar), and saunas, 

plus many other amenities--most of which are not found in many hotels.  As details firm up, we'll 

keep you posted.  Don't forget to pen this in on your calendars now!!  Be there! 
 

LATE  BREAKING  NEWS!! 

 

 
 

 Jerry Minton writes; "Last Thursday and Friday (10 & 11 March), I was at Nellis AFB on 

a Fort Worth Air Power Council Tour.  They are desperately looking for an old F-80 that they 

can put on static display.  Nellis has all of the fighters they have trained pilots in except the F-80.  

If in your travels you ever come across one, please give me a call, and I'll bet that both Lockheed 

and USAF will work hard to make a deal to get it to Nellis, clean it up, and give it a prominent 
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place."  Thanks, Jerry--if anyone out there knows the whereabouts of an old F-80, please let Jerry 

Minton know.  Thank you!  

 

 Well, the 80th became an international celebrity when it was "featured" on the Rush 

Limbaugh Show a few weeks ago...! 

 

 

HOLLANDIA---50TH  ANNIVERSARY! 
 

 Our 80th Fighter Squadron over at Kunsan, Korea, has set the date (24-27 May) to 

celebrate Hollandia--the greatest 4 days in our WWII history.  They are trying to get Robin Olds 

as the guest speaker, but, as of 27 February, he hasn't committed yet.  As always, any of our "80th 

Alumni"  are invited to attend.  The Squadron promises to give you "HEADHUNTER VIP 

treatment!" 

 

LATEST  NEWS  FROM  "THE  KUN"! 
 

 Lt Col Gerard Pelletier writes; "I'm back at Kunsan flying F-16s again, but this time I'm 

with the 'Pantons' (35th Sq).  Don't worry, though, I can be found drinking with the JUVATS on 

a regular basis.  I've even had several of them make the mistake of trying to Nickel-check me (I 

love the drinks even better when someone else is buying).  Kunsan's facilities have improved a 

lot since I was here in 83-84.  The base is even about to get a Burger King.  On the bad side, if 

you haven't heard, the Officers' Club burned down."  Thanks for the news, Gerry.  Best of luck. 

 

 We received another great letter from 2Lt Mark "Pledge" Madaus who is currently the 

80th Squadron Adjutant over in Kunsan, Korea.  He says; "We just had another 'KunSmoke' 

Invitational Bombing Competition with the 35th Fighter Squadron from here, the 36th & 25th 

from Osan, and the 14th from Misawa.  We won every single event, overall squadron, and Top 

Gun.  We also had 2 of the top 3 places in every single event (one of which was always 1st).  

Capt Dave 'Spock' Youtsey was overall 'TOP GUN'.  WOW!!"  Mark, we all agree: 

WOW!  What a great show, Guys!!  Congratulations to all the men & women of our 80th!!  

When we all work together as a team, the results speak for themselves! 

 

 

 80TH  HISTORY  REWORKED! 

 

 As we reported in the last Newsletter, Lt Madaus has dug out the old Squadron history 

books and has started a major overhaul of them.  He writes; 

    "...the research is going great!  I just received a couple pounds of 

new Vietnam era information that General Huggins convinced the Air 

Force History folks to send him, that is filling in a lot of the gaps.  Do 

you know for sure that Jeff Feinstein was assigned to us in 1972?  If so, 

the official records I've received show that he is credited with 5 kills as a 

WSO (Weapons System Officer) that would belong to the 80th, but they 
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are currently credited to the 13th TFS.  General Huggins knew of David 

Waldrop who was definitely assigned to us during 1967 when he got his 

MIG kill, so we have at least one so far."  (ED Note: Jeff Feinstein has 

informed me that he was in the 80th from Feb '72 to Feb '73.  Can you 

help us out on this accounting, "Fang"?). 

 

 WWII coverage is great, but photos from 1945 - 1980 are lacking.  Mark's looking for 

Squadron photos from Korea/BTW/Vietnam eras.  If you have extras or can make some 

copies, PLEASE send to 2Lt Mark Madaus at PSC #2, Box 2794; APO AP 96264-2794.  

Thanks to everyone who sent information to him!   

 

 He has uncovered another potential problem with our history.  Mr. Robert E. Conner sent 

a copy of his memoirs to Lt Madaus for the history.  In it, Bob mentions that the 80th received 

the Presidential Unit Citation (PUC) during WWII; however, it can't be verified in the official 

records.  The only PUC to be credited to the 80th was the one from the Korean War era that was 

discussed in the last Newsletters.  If anyone has any information on a PUC from WWII, 

please let Lt Madaus know!  Thank you! 

 

 He has also uncovered a problem in the 8th Fighter Wing history that shows zero aerial 

kills in Korea and Vietnam for the 80th, but they show 20+ kills in Korea and 16+ in Vietnam 

for the 35th!  In the last Newsletter, I said; "Shucks, our three Korean Aces, Gen James Hill, 

Leonard Lilley, and Harold Fischer, and our Vietnam Ace, Jeff Feinstein, had that many!!"  Well, 

would you believe?  We just had Harold Fischer and Jeff Feinstein, the last two of our living 

Aces, sign up as members!  Hopefully they can shed some light on this problem!  If anyone has 

any information on this, please write to Mark.  Thank you! 

 

 

"MY  TEN  MIGS" 

By Col Harold Fischer, USAF (Ret) 
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 This article was published in the 

Summer 1993 American Fighter Aces 

and Friends Bulletin.  Although too 

lengthy to print here in its entirety, we 

wanted to share excerpts of this great Jet 

Fighter Ace's experiences with our 

members.  Fischer had brief service in 

the U.S. Navy and then the Army before 

being accepted for Air Force pilot 

training.  Following graduation in 1951, 

he was sent to Korea and assigned to the 

80th Fighter-Bomber Squadron, flying 

F-80s.  Here is the introduction, his first 

kill, and his last: 

 "Nearing the end of my F-80 

missions and 'allocated' time in a 

Squadron, I volunteered to go to the Far 

East Command Headquarters and work as the Personnel Officer for the Combat Crew Branch.  

After I was on the job for a period of time, the lure of air combat and the talk of jet Aces began to 

excite me.  One of the jet Aces stopped by my office, W.T. Whisner (5 kills) and said that 

experienced pilots were needed desperately, and that I could be an Ace.  I applied for another 

combat tour in Korea and made several visits to 'court' the F-86 units in-country.  It paid 

off, soon I was requested and received orders to the 51st Fighter Interceptor Wing, flying the 

formidable F-86 Sabre Jet." 

 "After six hours and forty five minutes of check-out flying with the F-86, I was assigned 

for my first combat mission.  After a few missions I was assigned to a flight that was commanded 

by an exchange officer from the Canadian Air Force, Squadron Leader Douglas Lindsay." 

 "As the missions progressed so did my desire to get a kill.  Soon the moment came that I 

had been dreaming about.  I was number two in another flight with Lindsay.  On this mission the 

sky was suddenly filled with MIG aircraft, everywhere.  I called that I was taking a 'bounce', 

turned to the left and surveyed the scene for a moment.  From the south, about 1500 feet below 

me came two MiGs heading north.  As I eased down I fell in behind them about a mile in trail 

unseen.  Pulling up the nose, I moved the radar gun sight to manual, couldn't trust it, and fired 

long bursts.  Just as I was going to break off the attack, the MIG wingman began a slow descent.  

I called to the flight lead and said that I had one going down.  When I finally caught up with the 

MIG, I rolled around him and got one of the biggest surprises of my life, the canopy was missing 

and the pilot was gone.  When the MIG crashed I knew that there was no positive verification on 

the gun camera so I strafed the area of the MIG wreckage for confirmation purposes.  That 

evening Lindsay told me that it would probably be impossible to sleep.  He said that after his first 

kill in Spitfires during WWII in England he couldn't get a wink.  He was right." 

 "My last mission of the war was both successful and unsuccessful.  I set up a pass on two 

MiGs in formation.  My speed was such that I rolled over the number two aircraft and fired a 

long burst that stopped his engine.  Devoting my attention to the leader, I fired from about 1200 

feet and it literally tore the aircraft apart.  Debris came back at my aircraft in large pieces.  I 

unconsciously ducked as pieces came by the canopy.  Some of them went in my engine and it 
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coughed to a stop.  I smelled smoke and stepped over the side.  Two years later I walked home 

across Freedom Bridge." 

"(Postscript:  Years later it was revealed that the Soviet Air Force Supplied at least three Air 

Regiments in support of the North Korean Air Force.  Based north of the Yalu River in mainland 

China, the Soviet units included many veteran flyers from World War II.  In 1990 Hal Fischer 

learned that the two MiGs he chased on his final mission were indeed flown by Soviet pilots.  

One of the pilots, Major Dmitri Yermakov, a WWII Ace with 26 victories, claimed Fischer's 

aircraft as one of two F-86s which he was credited with during the Korean War.  In a recent 

interview Fischer acknowledged that he could have been hit by Yermekov's cannon--at the time, 

however, he assumed it to be debris from the exploding MIG ahead of him.  Yermakov survived 

the war and has corresponded at length with Hal Fischer.)" 

Hal, it's great to have you on our side!  Welcome to our Organization! 

  

 

  CHANGE #2  TO  MASTER  HEADHUNTER  ROSTER !! 
 

 Enclosed, please find Change #2 to the Master Roster sent to you with the 1 November 

1993 Newsletter and Change #1 enclosed with the 1 February Newsletter.  Please note these few 

pages are only CHANGES to the Roster--NOT a full new roster!! 

 
 

LATEST  INTELLIGENCE  FROM  AROUND  THE  WORLD! 
 

 Our sources have informed us that the name of Rush Limbaugh's "commie make-up 

artist" is, we think, Deborah (Debbie) for those who may be interested....  

 

 Our contacts have confirmed that 2Lt Mark W. "Pledge" Madaus won Company Grade 

Officer of the Quarter for the 8th Fighter Wing!  Congratulations!  Keep up the good work, 

Mark!! 

 

 Latest intelligence from North Pole, Alaska, has confirmed the rumors that have been 

circulating for weeks (no, Santa Claus didn't move to the South Pole!)--Capt Doug "Stoli" 

Nikolai got engaged over Easter!  Highly reliable sources have named the lady as Carlene Perry, 

and indicate the wedding will take place in Newport, RI some time in the early summer of 1995.  

We all send our heartiest congratulations to Doug & Carlene!! 

   

 

WELCOME  TO  OUR  NEW  MEMBERS! 
  

 It gives us great pleasure to welcome these 7 new members (including 2 Aces!!) to our 

organization for the first time (in the approximate order of "signing up" since 1 February):   

 

 Col Michael S. "Speed" Brake  Capt Walter E. "Gino" Rawlings, Jr  

 Capt David G. "Tool" Allen   Lt Col Henry A. Jones, Jr. 

 Col Walter J. Soboslay   Lt Col Jeffrey S. "Fang" Feinstein 
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 Col Harold E. "Hal" Fischer 

 

 Friends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change #2 

(enclosed) and give 'em a call, or write 'em a letter.  Great to have you all "back in formation"--

it's been a long time!!        

 

HURTIN'  HEADHUNTERS 

 
 We were very sorry to hear that Don Fritze broke his back last September.  Don says he 

still gets treatment for the injury, but is feeling much better.  He's planing to move to Miami this 

summer.  Don, all of us wish you a very speedy recovery--and don't lift any pianos!  ###

 

 Glenn Hope writes, "Just a quick note to tell you I had prostate cancer surgery on the 12th 

of January, and I'm doing great--played golf 20 days after surgery."  Glenn, we're all happy you're 

feeling great, and we all wish you continued health & happiness for many years to come!  ###

 

 M.F. Kirby was laying in bed back in February and became concerned--he could hear his 

heart beating, and it seemed to be skipping a beat now and then.  He thought this wasn't right, so 

he contacted a friend who had a pace maker and asked her if that was a sign of needing one.  She 

said probably not, but that he should go to a doctor anyway to have it checked out.  Kirby went to 

his doctor and told him the story, and the doctor told him it was normal for a heart to skip a beat 

now and then, but he would take a blood sample just to make sure.  The test came back normal 

for the heart, but gave indications of prostate cancer.  Further tests confirmed it.  Kirby 

underwent surgery on 28 February, and the doctor was certain he had removed it all, and it had 

not spread.  Kirby's recuperating slowly, but steadily, and we all wish you the best and most 

expeditious recovery--and the next time you lay in bed, Kirby, try wearing ear plugs!!  

 

 

HEAD  HEADHUNTER  CORNER 
 

 
 

 The subject of when to have our reunions was brought up again, so the best way to solve 

the debate is to have a vote.  Enclosed, please find a ballot to fill out and mail back to me with 
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your preference.  I will announce the outcome in the next Newsletter.  To ensure an accurate 

decision, PLEASE VOTE & RETURN THE BALLOT!  Envelope provided!  Thank you!! 

 

 Well, it's that time of year again!  Time for the Yearly Members to renew their 

memberships for the 1 July 94 - 30 June 95 membership year.  Individual renewal notices have 

gone out to all who need to renew.  If you didn't receive a notice, you're still current for this next 

year--no action is required on your part.  However, if you did receive a renewal notice a couple of 

weeks ago, PLEASE put your $10 check in the envelope provided, and return promptly so we 

can update our records and not waste money sending out 2nd, 3rd, etc., notices.  THANK YOU!!  

Unfortunately, for those few who don't renew, this will be their last Newsletter masterpiece.  

Tired of the yearly hassle of paying dues?  I have a solution!!  A LifeTime Membership!!  

 

 

HEADHUNTER  LIFETIME  MEMBERSHIP  GOIN'  STRONG!! 
 

 As you can see in your new Master Roster, Change #1 & #2, we now have 188 LifeTime 

Members (LTMs)!  Don't feel left out--get one today!! 

 

 
 

 

50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE END OF WORLD WAR II  
 

 Mr. Bill Housley, from the Knoxville, TN, Conventions & Visitors Bureau, asked if we 

would mention this in our Newsletter: 

 

"The City of Knoxville is going to host a celebration of the ending of WWII 

to honor the veterans of that conflict, their families, and the families who 

lost loved ones.  The festivities are scheduled to take place July 4, 1995.  

This event is national in scope, and all veterans are invited to come to 

Knoxville so that we and the entire nation can honor them.  For additional 

information on this one-day event, please contact Bill Housley at 1-800-

727-8045." 
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THE  STORK  CORNER! 
 

 

 
 

 

We're very happy to announce the birth of the world's youngest HEADHUNTERS! 

 

* * * * 

This great card we received from Mark & Becky Mattison says it all!! 

 

 

 

Announcing the Results 

of Mission #2 

 

   Call Sign................................Jacob Quentin Mattison 

   Date of Release...............................5 February 1994 

   Time on Target............................................1006a.m. 

   Ordnance Weight.......................................8lbs, 10oz 

   Wing Span..................................................21 inches 

   Pilot....................................................Mark Mattison 

   Life Support Technician......................Becky Mattison 

   Crew Chief...........................................Josh Mattison 

   RTB at.............................................4418-B Larch St. 

                            M.H.A.F.B., ID 83648 

 

 Last Newsletter, we had a similar announcement from Jon & Kim Norman also from 

Mountain Home AFB.  Must be something in the water up there in Idaho...! 

 

***   CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!   *** 
 

The next HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 August 94. 

 

Check 6, 

 

 

Col Jay E. "Jay Bird" Riedel, USAF Ret 
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                 80th Fighter Squadron 

                 "HEADHUNTERS" 
                      905 Arapaho Ct 

                 Columbus, GA 31904 

 

 

 ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

                    FIRST CLASS 

 


