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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 

 

 Bonnie & I hope this Newsletter finds all of you in the very best of 

health and happiness! 

 

 

 
 

 

ur next reunion is right on track--and less than 6 months                                  

away!  This great get together will be hosted by Bob & 

Nan Kan in Ft. Walton Beach, FL, 27-30 April 1995 at 

the Ramada Inn.  Grab your Coppertone, and "come on 

down!!"  It'll be a Reunion to Remember!  Details in next Newsletter!! 

 

 

 

 
 

ur own 1Lt Bob "Boozer" Alexander was only one of a very limited 

number of active-duty officers to be selected for the Undergraduate 

Navigator Training Program.  After graduating, he has a very good 

chance of becoming an F-15E Weapons Systems Officer!  The F-15E 

is the air-to-surface interdiction model of the F-15.  We think that's GREAT!  

Congratulations, Bob, and good luck!  Bob?  Where are you, Bob?  Come join us!!  

 

 

nclosed, please find Change #4 to the Master Roster that was sent to you with the 1                               

November 1993 Newsletter, Change #1 enclosed with the 1 February Newsletter,        

Change #2 sent with the 1 May News, and Change #3 with the 1 August News.  Please     

note these few pages are only CHANGES to the Roster--NOT a full new roster!!  If 
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you're not on it, don't worry--it only 

means you didn't have any changes since 

1 August. 

 

 

s you remember from the last few newsletters, Lt Mark Madaus was working on our 

Squadron History while he was stationed in the 80th this past year.  Mark has now 

transferred to Germany; however, he is still very active in the history writing for our 

Squadron.  We are very interested in compiling memoirs from as many of our 

members as possible.  Kirby sent out requests for memoirs several years ago, but only a handful 

were received.  We are now trying again.  You don't have to send in a book--a couple of pages 

would be great (once you sit down and start writing, you'd be surprised how fast the pages fill 

up!).  Kirby mentioned that when ever one of our members would die, the first thing to happen 

would be the family asking for a copy of the person's memoirs.  Kirby would sadly explain that 

none were ever sent in....  Therefore, PLEASE, each of you send in some of your memories to 

Lt Mark W. Madaus; PSC 17  Box 172; APO AE 09214.  It's not for you--YOU know what 

you did!  It's for your children and grandchildren--THEY don't know what you did.  Think 

about it!!  Please send in a few pages now while you're "in the mood!"  Typewritten would be 

ideal so they could be scanned into the computer and not retyped, but anyway is the important 

way!  THANK YOU!! 

 

 

 

s you can see in your Master Roster, including Change #1, #2, #3, & #4, we now have 

210 LifeTime Members (LTMs)!    Don't feel left out--get one today!! 

 
  

  

ur highly reliable sources have informed us of some great 

intelligence from our active Squadron over in Kunsan, Korea.  

We've been told that it's traditional for Lee Greenwood's "I'm 

Proud to be an American" song to be played over the base loud 

speaker system at the end of each big exercise/inspection at Kunsan.  The 

song is kept on a tape in the Command Post.  Somehow, during the May '94 

HQ PACAF Operational Readiness Inspection (ORI), for which the 80th re-

ceived an overall "EXCELLENT" rating, someone (names withheld to 

protect our sources) managed to acquire the tape.  Everything appeared normal at the end of the 

ORI when Lee started to sing across the entire base, until, after 10 seconds or so, the rousing 

chorus of our "Twin Tailed Lightning" that had been dubbed over the tape came on!  It was 

broadcast at high volume across the entire base!  "Now that is good!"  Of course we have no idea 

who the responsible person or persons were, but if Capt Tim "SAL" Strawther and Capt Tom 
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"Gumby" Webster were to come across them, please give them a "Well Done" from all of us!!  

OUTSTANDING!! 
               

The person who agrees with everything you say either isn't paying attention, 
or else plans to sell you something! 

 

t gives us great pleasure to welcome these 5 new members to our 

organization for the first time (in the approximate order of "signing up" 

since 1 August).  Equally rewarding are the many, many members who 

have renewed after 1, 2, or even 3 years absence!  The new members 

are: 

   

  Lt Col Joe E. Howard             Capt Martin E. "Bubba" O'Connell 

  Bob Rocker   Lt Col William A. "Bill" Grusy       Gordon 

Willett 

 

 Friends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change #4 

(enclosed) and give 'em a call, or write 'em a letter.  Great to have you all with us!!  Welcome!      
 

 

 

 

 

im Booth writes; "Hope all goes well with my hip 

replacement on October 10th, if so, we will see you at Ft. 

Walton Beach in April 1995."  We all hope the depot 

maintenance on your landing gear went well too, Jim--see 

you both on "the beach!!" 

 

 Harry Kimpel just had cataract removal on 25 October--hope your headlights are brighter 

now, Harry!! 

 

There are four stages of a man: 

1)  When you believe in Santa Claus;   

2)  When you don't believe in Santa Claus; 

3)  When you are Santa Claus; 

4)  When you look like Santa Claus! 

 
 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

 

I  

HURTIN' HEADHUNTERS 

 

J 

WWII PROMOTION ORDERS AVAILABLE! 
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rank Cicerello, one of our WWII LTM's, writes; "In my scrap book, I have promotion 

orders with posting dates of 6/1/42 and 1/9/43, all with reference to enlisted men.  I 

would be glad to give copies of the orders if they are interested.  If you would 

mention this in your next newsletter, they could write me and I would be glad to send 

them a copy.  These orders are over 50 years old and are irreplaceable."  We agree, Frank.  If you 

would like further information on these orders, please contact Frank at 101 W River Rd #59; 

Tucson, AZ 85704, or call him at (602) 888-4127. 

 

By the time you finish paying for a 

house in the suburbs, 
it's no longer in the suburbs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

f you notice in your Master Roster and all the changes, there are many names with 

incomplete or no addresses--we've lost track of a few more of our people.  For the last 

newsletter that was mailed out, 47 were returned with different addresses....  Please 

look through the names, and if you know any of the missing addresses, PLEASE let 

me know so I can update our records.  We even have newsletters of paid-up members that come 

back with "Moved--forwarding order expired" stamped on them.  Please take a couple of minutes 

and help us ALL out--Thanks!  And most of all--when YOU move, please let me know! 

 

 

 

 

 

ight September 1994 was a black day for the Headhunters.  One of our own, Lt Col 

Randy May, a JUVAT with me when I was the 80th commander in 79-80, was 

indicted on 2 counts of dereliction-of-duty & 26 counts of negligent homicide in the 

deaths of the 26 people killed when Randy and the other F-15 pilot mistakenly shot 

down the two friendly helicopters over Iraq on 14 April 1994.  CNN, newspapers, and many 

other news sources carried the story on 8 Sep.  Many human errors were made that sad day in 

April--by many people--but Randy, although he was the wingman in the 2-man flight, was the 

squadron commander and senior officer at the scene.  He is taking the unprecedented blunt of the 

blame.  He could get up to 26.5 years in prison--one for each count plus three months each for 

the other two charges.  Throughout history, "Short Round", "fratricide", and "friendly fire 

incidents" have unfortunately occurred in almost every military operation where weapons were 

employed.  As our weapons and weapons systems become more sophisticated, lethal blows can 

be given no longer only within arm's reach as they were 1000 years ago, but many miles away.  

Positive identification of an enemy is always a goal, but that action in today's modern war-

fighting environment becomes the responsibility of many individuals, with their properly 

F  
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functioning equipment, working together to prevent unthinkable errors.  In the Persian Gulf War 

alone, 35 US servicemen were killed and 72 injured in 28 incidents of friendly fire.  In the worst 

case, two A-10 pilots misidentified British infantry vehicles, killing nine British soldiers and 

wounding 11.  Many sophisticated rules, regulations, and types of equipment are used to prevent 

these errors; however, as "Murphy's Law" states: "If there is a remote chance that someone or 

something can go wrong, it will."  That, of course, doesn't make it right--it doesn't bring back the 

26 individuals killed by their own people, or repair the irreparable decimation of these 26 

families.  It doesn't release everyone involved from blame.  What it does mean is that some day, 

some where in the next military operation where weapons and weapons systems are employed in 

the heat of battle, a very sad and regrettable incident of this nature will happen again--and haunt 

the responsible people with nightmares for the rest of their lives.  That's punishment....   

 

 

 

 
 

he latest headhunter to give up the "solo life" is one of 

our ladies!  Christina M. "Mona" Romagosa is tying the 

knot on 26 November with Rod Stone.  We all wish the 

new Mr. & Mrs. Stone the best of everything!  

Congratulations! 

 
( Check 6!! ) 

THE STORK CORNER! 
 

 
 

        We're proud to announce the birth of the world's youngest HEADHUNTERS! 

* * * * 

athy & Ken "Buck" Levens are the proud new parents of a 7lb 6oz baby girl named Jacie 

Lynne Levens on 31 May 1994 at the South Georgia Medical Center, Valdosta, GA at 

1414 hours.  Buck adds; "She can start dating at 30!"  They have moved to Holloman 

AFB since the end of September to fly the F-117 stealth fighter.  Congratulations!! 

 

ynthia & Dave "Hustler" Pedersen are proud to announce the birth of their brand new 

headhunter baby girl: Hollye Elizabeth Pedersen, born 12 July 1994, weighing in at 

7lbs 3ozs, with a wing span of 20.5 inches.  They also said; "Great things come in small 

 

HEADHUNTERS GETTIN' HITCHED! 

T 

C  

C  
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packages", and Hollye already has a callsign!  Yep, you guessed it--"Hollyewood"!!  We agree!  

All the best!!  

 

***   CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!   *** 
 

***** 

 

Money may not be the key to happiness, but if you have enough money, you can have 
a key made!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ugh W. Shoults, one of our LTM's from between the wars, sent the following letter on                                                     

October 1, 1994: 

 

"...The 7th, 8th, and 9th Fighter Bomber Squadrons of the 49th Group were 

in Japan flying F-84G jets (we were the nuclear strike force).  I was in the 

7th at Itazuki Air Base (1955) when the 8th Wing with the 35th and 36th 

Squadrons moved to Itazuki with F-86F's.  Sometime later there was an 80th 

Squadron of F-84G's formed at Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, made up of vol-

unteers from the three squadrons of the 49th Group.  Several people from 

the 7th at Itazuki went to Kadena then.  That was probably in late 1955.  

Shortly after that, the organization designation of the 49th Group was 

moved to Europe, sometime in 1956.  In conjunction with that, the designa-

tion of the 80th Squadron was moved from Kadena to Itazuki, and the 7th 

Fighter Bomber Squadron became the 80th Squadron and joined the 8th 

Wing (probably the summer of 1956).  In early 1957 when the F-100D's ar-

rived in Japan, the 80th was the first to receive and convert to F-100D's.  

We were the first tactical nuclear strike squadron in the Far East.  As 

additional info, our 8th Wing CO was Col William F. "Bill" Barns who flew 

with the 80th Squadron.  He is the Lt Col Bill Barns that set the World 

Speed Record in an F-86D over the Salton Sea (the last time the speed 

record was set at low altitude).  Maybe someone can determine the actual 

dates that the 80th rejoined the 8th Wing, but I'm sure it was in 1956.  This 

is rather vague information, but it is as I remember it.  Hope that it helps add 

to the info from Col Donald E. Miller in your previous newsletter." 

 

 Thank you, Hugh, for this information.  If anyone else can add more to this period, or any 

other time of our history, please let us hear from you!! 

 

 

 

between the wars history! 
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ast, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all                                        

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS who we know of that have made their 

last takeoff in this lifetime since our last newsletter: 

 

  Maj Gen Levi R. Chase  Korea/Ace  4 Sep 1994 

  Lt Col John L. "Johnny" Jones WWII/Ace/LTM 6 Sep 1994 

 

 "After 10 long years of worsening illness, Levi died on Sept 4, 1994.  He always enjoyed 

hearing from the 80th and would send his best wishes to all if he could.  Sincerely, Jean S. 

Chase."  This was a note written on a newspaper clipping from their hometown of Cortland, NY.  

Maj Gen Chase retired in 1973 after 32 years of service.  During his career, he logged over 5,000 

hours and 512 combat missions.  He was an Ace with at least 13 enemy aircraft to his credit 

which spanned three wars.  He was the first Army Air Corps Ace of the WWII North African 

Campaign in November 1942 when he piloted his P-40 Warhawk to victory over 10 enemy 

planes.  In 1943, he was transferred to the China-Burma-India Theater where he planned and led 

the two longest fighter raids of the war, from Burma to Bangkok and Rangoon.  On one of the 

missions he was shot down, but he was rescued by two of his fellow pilots.  Flying a new fighter, 

the P-51 Mustang, he knocked down three Japanese aircraft, making him one of only three 

Americans to defeat pilots of all three WWII Axis Powers.  Gen Chase was recalled in 1951 to 

lead the 8th Fighter-Bomber Group in Korea.  In that conflict, he led both F-80 Shooting Stars 

and F-86 Sabrejets on 132 combat missions against the North.  Between the wars, he is credited 

with organizing the USAF "Thunderbirds."  In 1965, Gen Chase took command of the 12th 

Tactical Fighter Wing at Cam Ranh Bay, South Vietnam, flying the F-4 Phantom for 144 more 

combat missions.  Gen Chase ended his career with two Oak Leaf Clusters on his Silver Star, 

Legion of Merit with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Distinguished Flying Cross with five Oak Leaf 

Clusters, Bronze Star, and Air Medal with 27 Oak Leaf Clusters.  He was also awarded numerous 

foreign decorations from the three wars.  The highly decorated pilot died Sunday, 4 September 

1994, at Cortland, New York, Memorial Hospital after a long illness.  He was 76. 

 

 We received a card, dated September 20, from Sid Adelstein: "My beloved wife Pearl, 

after battling with cancer for 9 months, succumbed to a higher force...."  We'll all miss her, Sid. 

 

 On behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to their families our deep-

est sympathies and sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these individuals 

made to the Squadron and our Country.  May God bless and keep them in His Flight 

forever. 

 

HEADHUNTERS AT REST 

L  
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The next HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 February 1995. 

 

************************************************************************ 

 

BONNIE & I WISH YOU & YOURS 

THE VERY BEST OF HOLIDAY SEASONS!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEE Y'ALL ON "THE 
BEACH" 27-30 APRIL!! 

 
Check 6, 

 

 

Col Jay E. "Jay Bird" Riedel, USAF Ret 
 

P.S.  Please don't forget to send your memoirs to Lt Madaus!! 
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                 80th Fighter Squadron 

                 "HEADHUNTERS" 
                      905 Arapaho Ct 

                 Columbus, GA 31904 

 

 

 ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

                    FIRST CLASS 

 


