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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 
 

 Bonnie & I hope this Newsletter finds all of you in the very best 
of health and happiness as we enter this great Holiday season! 

 

 

 

 

ur ‘Vegas reunion is coming together as we speak!!  Hosts J.J. & Anita Cummins have 

firmed up these details for us—it will be in the beautiful, recently renovated ($87 mil-

lion!!), Harrah’s Hotel & Casino out on the “Strip”  Harrah’s is across the street from 

Caesar’s Palace.  The dates are: 26 - 29 MARCH 1998, which is our standard Thursday check-in 

through Sunday departure.  Please 

block these dates on your 

calendars be- fore something 

else gets in there and keeps 

you from at- tending our big-

gest and best reunion ever!  The room rate of $89 per night is quite reasonable.  Unfortunately, 

Las Vegas and Nevada have different liquor laws than we’re used to.  Therefore, our Hospitality 

Bar must be a Pay-as-You-Go Bar, which will please our non-drinkers!  The Reunion Registra-

tion Form and Hotel Registration Form will be in the next (1 February) newsletter!  When we 

get it, we’ll need to fill out both forms and return within three weeks to make the hotel and reun-

ion planning deadlines!  It’s going to be a great reunion— 

 

 

Be There!!! 
 

Lost time is never found again. 

  

  

‘VEGAS REUNION DETAILS!!   

O 
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ASHINGTON (AFNS) -- Secretary of the Air Force Sheila E. Widnall nominated Gen. Michael E. Ryan 

July 31 to be the next Air Force chief of staff.  She passed her recommendation to the secretary of defense 

and, in turn, to the president who both agreed with the nomination. 

 

The following is the text of Widnall's nomination statement: 

 

"It was with great pleasure this morning that I nominated Gen. Michael E. Ryan for the position of 

Air Force chief of staff, and the president has accepted his nomination. 

"General Ryan will bring a wealth of Air Force leadership experience to this position.  He will also 

be invaluable as an adviser to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the secretary of defense and 

the president.  He possesses all the traits needed to provide superb leadership to the people of the Air 

Force -- uniformed, civilian as well as family members. 

"A combat warrior and fighter pilot, General Ryan is a graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy and 

has commanded at every level of the Air Force.  He has also had in-depth experience in both the Eu-

ropean and Pacific theaters and was assistant to the chairman (JCS) from May 1993 to September 

1994, during which time he was liaison with the State Department, traveling extensively throughout 

the world with the secretary of state and president. 

"As commander of Allied Air Forces in Southern Europe, he directed air operations over Bosnia.  

General Ryan is currently the commander of the U.S. Air Forces in Europe. 

"The Air Force and the nation are fortunate to have such a remarkable officer ready to take the posi-

tion of chief of staff and lead the Air Force into the future. As my nominee for the highest uniformed 

position in the Department of the Air Force, he has my absolute trust and confidence. I look forward to 

welcoming General Ryan and his wife, Jane." 

(Air Force News Service) 

 

The president said Gen. Michael E. Ryan "brings to the job of chief of staff broad operational and 

joint experience as well as proven leadership ability and a deep concern for the men and women of the 

U.S. Air Force." 

The president noted that Ryan served a combat tour in the Vietnam War and commanded a fighter 

squadron and fighter wing. 

On a historic note, Ryan would become the first son to follow in his father's footsteps as senior mili-

tary leader of any U.S. military service.  Gen. John D. Ryan served as Air Force chief of staff from 

1969 to 1973. 

The president said that Gen. Michael E. Ryan, when serving as commander of Allied Air Forces 

Southern Europe, "directed the highly successful air strikes in Bosnia that convinced the warring fac-

tions they could not achieve their aims through military means, which contributed to our efforts to 

convene the negotiations that resulted in the Dayton Accords." 

Ryan, 56, claims San Antonio as his hometown.  The general entered the Air Force after graduating 

from the Air Force Academy in 1965.  He has commanded at the squadron, wing and numbered air 

force levels, and flew combat missions in Southeast Asia, including 100 missions over North Vietnam. 

He also served in staff assignments at the major command level, Air Force headquarters and the 

Joint Staff.  Before assuming his current position, Ryan was commander of Allied Air Forces Southern 

Europe, and commander, 16th Air Force, directing North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

air operations over Bosnia-Herzegovina including Operations Deny Flight and Deliberate Force. 

The Senate unanimously confirmed Gen Ryan’s nomination September 24
th

, and he was in his office 

working October 3
rd

—prior to being sworn in on October 6
th

. 

The general and his wife, Jane, have four children:  Michael, Mary Kathleen, Sean and Colleen. 
(Text taken from multiple sources on the Internet and Air Force Times) 

 

We all wish Gen & Mrs. Ryan great success in this most important position! 

 

LATEST INTELLIGENCE FROM AROUND THE WORLD! 

HEADHUNTER BECOMES USAF CHIEF OF STAFF! 

W 
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ur highly reliable sources in strategically placed key positions around the 

globe have informed us in early August that 21 year-old Teri Duthie, daugh-

ter of LifeTime Members Col Dana & Candy Duthie, just qualified for the 

IRONMAN World Triathlon Championships in Hawaii in October.  This is a two-

plus mile swim race in open ocean, followed by 112 miles on a bike, followed by a 

20+ mile marathon foot race!  She is relatively young to be excelling at this sport, 

and we all wish Teri our unified support in this grueling race!!  It’s obvious she has our “can-do” 

HEADHUNTER blood!! 

n addition, our deep moles in clandestine positions have passed on to us that Jeff “Jeramiah” 

Weed, the Weapons Officer and a Flight Commander in the 80
th

, was the PACAF Aviator 

Valor Award winner, Sijan & Michele LaMontagne were the 7
th

 Air Force Lew Allen winners, 

and Capt John “Dukeboy” Wynne won 8
th

 Fighter Wing Flight Commander of the Quarter.  We 

congratulate all of these HEADHUNTERS on their Awards!  We’re proud of you!! 

 

 

 

 

 

his is an article from the Colorado Springs Gazette, dated 27 September 1997: 

 
“Lt Col David Scott, commander of the 80

th
 Fighter Squadron, has been named the 1997 Jabara 

Jabara Award winner.  In the past three years Scott has made unique contributions while assigned 

assigned to three of the Air Force’s major commands—USAFE, ACC and PACAF.  Some accom-

plishments that earned him the award include leading sensitive combat missions during Operation 

Deny Flight over Bosnia, developing new fighter-warfare tactics and training F-16 pilots and sup-

port personnel.  The Jabara Award is given each year to an Air Force Academy graduate whose 

accomplishments show superior performance in fields associated with aerospace vehicles.” 

 

ongratulations to “Limo” &  his wife, Lisa for “landing” this prestigous award!  He passed 

the Squadron guideon over to Lt Col Kevin Williams on 3 July in a change of command 

ceremony at Kunsan.  We all wish Col “Snake” Williams & his wife, Joyce an equally rewarding 

year at “The Kun.”  Thanks to Dana Duthie for beaming this information to us in a 28 September 

e-mail message. 

 

 

t was announced 8 October that Maj Richard L. “Wutza” Duckworth, one of our members 

from Shaw AFB, SC, was selected to be the 9
th

 Air Force F-16 Demonstration Pilot for the 

1998 - 2000 season!  He’ll get his checkout in the very precise and demanding sequence of 

maneuvers, and will be reviewed by the 9th AF Commander next February prior to flying 

demonstrations.  Another of our members, Capt Dan “Tiny” Muir, was also selected to be the 

prestigious  Demonstration Narrator.  Our congratulations go out to Wutza & Tiny on “landing” 

these very high-profile positions!  See you at one of the shows!! 

O 
 

I 

HEADHUNTER WINS AWARD! 

T 

C 

HEADHUNTER LANDS DEMO PILOT POSITION! 

I 

HEADHUNTER IS NEW THUNDERBIRD LEAD! 
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t Col Brian Bishop, Operations Officer of the 309
th

 Fighter Squadron at Luke AFB, Phoenix, AZ, 

and one of our prior 80
th

 members, was selected in early October to be the new Leader and 

Commander of the USAF Demonstration Team, the Thunderbirds!  The multi-month se-

lection process for these volunteers is very complex, highly competitive, and extremely 

difficult.  Smooth, precise flying is only a small part of his many responsibilities with and 

for his team and squadron through months of practice and shows in numerous countries through-

out the world.  Here is the news release by Capt. Lisa Campbell, 56th Fighter Wing Public Af-

fairs:  

 
 LUKE AIR FORCE BASE, Ariz. (AFNS) -- Lt. Col. Brian T. Bishop will become the next command-

er of the U.S. Air Force Demonstration Squadron, otherwise known as the Thunderbirds. He is currently 

the operations officer for the 309th Fighter Squadron here. 

  

 Bishop, who has been flying for 14 years, said he was thrilled when he found out he was selected as 

commander.  

 

 "My feet still haven't hit the ground," he said. "I've wanted to be a Thunderbird since the third grade. 

This is a great opportunity for me to represent the Air Force and command at the same time.  

 

 "Being a Thunderbird is a big commitment" Bishop explained. "You have to be willing to give up a 

significant portion of your time. It's tough for families, too, because (team members) travel so much. But 

there is a lot of pride and esprit de corps among the team.  

 

 "Besides being an ambassador for the Air Force, you become a mentor for young kids," he added. "If 

you can reach out to just a few and keep them on the path to success, that's what it's all about."  

 

 "We spent a week at a show site, meeting the team and seeing what goes on behind the scenes," said 

Bishop. "We were interviewed by the team members and commanders. We also flew maneuvers, loops 

and rolls with the team. It was very competitive. I feel very lucky."  

 

 Bishop will attend a two-week commander's course, then have a month to out-process and get settled 

at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev.  

 

 "I want to thank Team Luke for all its support while I was here," said Bishop. "From the crew chiefs to 

the support folks ... everyone has been outstanding. I will especially miss the squadron."  

 

 Bishop started his Air Force career as an instructor pilot at Sheppard AFB, Texas. His assignments in-

clude instructor pilot at Kunsan Air Base, Korea; flight commander at Shaw AFB, S.C.; aide-de-camp to 

9th Air Force commander at Shaw; and security assistant for foreign military sales for the royal Saudi air 

force in Saudi Arabia. He has been at Luke just over a year.  

 

 After 43 years, more than 287 million people have witnessed one of the Thunderbirds' 3,461 air 

demonstrations. They have performed in more than 59 countries throughout the world and in all 50 states. 

The team flies the F-16 Fighting Falcon. (Courtesy of Air Education and Training Command News Service) 

 

We all congratulate Col Bishop on his outstanding accomplishment, and we wish him and his 

Team the very best of luck in their tour of duty with the US Air Force THUNDERBIRDS! 

 

We make a living by what we get, but 
we make a life by what we give. 

L 

NEW MASTER ROSTER! 
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nclosed is your complete, current (as of the date in its top left corner—it has, on the aver-

age, 4-5 changes/day) Master Roster.  Your old one from two years ago, along with 

Changes 1-6, can now be disposed of.  Please use them to start your evening fire in your 

fireplace—please don’t throw it in the trash where someone can find it.  There’s a lot of per-

sonal information there which needs special handling.  Please also note the message at the top of 

each page: “Please do not release this information to anyone or any agency outside of the 

80
th

 Fighter Squadron.”  Thank you all for understanding!  The column headings are self-

explanatory, except for “CC”, “ACE”, and “CUR.”  “CC” refers to whether or not the individual 

was an 80
th

 Squadron Commander—yes or no.  “ACE” is if the person had 5 or more air-to-air 

victories.  “CUR” denotes the membership currency of the individual.  All of these different cur-

rencies are listed on the last page of the Roster.  If you have additions/corrections, please let me 

know, and I’ll update!  Also, while looking through it, please note the individuals with miss-

ing/incomplete addresses.  If you have any of this information, please send to me for updating. 
 

f anyone knows the whereabouts of missing HEADHUNTERS, Capt Chad & Cheryl Craw-

ford please let me know—they’re paid-up Members.    Thanks. 

 
 

 

       

everal items are now available for Christmas in our 

“HEADHUNTER STORE”!  Put some of these gifts under 

your tree!!  Golf shirts & T-shirts will be back in stock 

shortly! The “Blazer Emblem”, “Squadron Unique Tie”, and 

“Ladies Floppy Bow” were designed and made especially for our 

Squadron—with our inputs!!  Get them now, and be ready for the reunion!!  Unless purchased at 

a reunion, a small fee of $3 should be added for postage to all orders: 

 

 Blazer Emblem (men’s or ladies) $35  Golf Shirt (specify size) $25 

 Squadron Unique Tie   $30  T Shirt (specify size)  $12 

 Ladies Floppy Bow (matches tie) $30  Squadron Print  $20 

 Squadron “Nickel” Coin  $  4  White Hat   $10 

 *Personalized  Sq coffee mug  $17  Black Hat   $  5 

 *Personalized  Sq beer stein  $20  Squadron Memorial Plaque $10 

 *Mug & Stein set as above  $35  Korean-era Sq Patch  $  5 

 Current Squadron Patch  $  5 

 

* Please include name and/or rank desired on your mug/stein (up to 20 letters), and right/left 

handed with your order.  Unless otherwise stated, the Squadron logo & your first name in Old 

English will be on the front (handle left for right-handed drinker), and an F-16 will be on the 

back. 

Please send check to “The Headhunters”; 905 Arapaho Ct; Columbus, GA 31904-1242. 
 

E 

I 
SANTA’S HEADHUNTER STORE 

  

S 
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Temper gets you into trouble.  Pride keeps you there. 

 

t gives us great pleasure to welcome these 11 new members to our organization for the 

first time (in the order of "signing up" since 1 August).  Equally rewarding are the many 

members who have renewed after 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or even 6 years absence!   Welcome back 

to all!  As of this date, we have 370 yearly members plus 330 LifeTime Members—700 Total!! 

 

      Here is the roll call of our new members: 
 

  Lt Col Kevin E. Williams  SrA Matthew G. Fisher 

  Capt Bradford R. Everman  Col William “Hoot” Gibson 

  Lt Col John H. Schaub  Capt Kevin J. Aunapu 

  Maj Connie M. Reeve   Capt Ronald L. Milligan 

  TSgt Richard G. Swope  Maj William B. Cammack 

  Lt Col Pete Robles    

 

riends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster (enclosed), give 'em a 

call, write 'em a letter, or beam an e-mail message to them.  Or better yet, ask them to meet 

you at the next reunion—in Las Vegas 26-29 March!  Great to have you all back in for-

mation—and what a great one it is!!  Welcome! Do you have Headhunter friends that aren’t 

members?  If so, please let me have their addresses, and I’ll send them a “Please Join Us” letter.  
How about all the Juvats in our active Squadron in Korea----come on, 

Y ’all, “Cleared to rejoin with us!!”      Thank you!  
 
 

 

 

n 23 August, we received this letter from Mr. Ron Pittman:  
 

“I regret to inform you of the passing of a former member of your Squadron.  

your Squadron.  Bob [George Robert ‘Bob’ Pittman] passed away in late May 

away in late May of this year following a brief illness.  Bob was my fa-

ther and on many occasions relayed very warm memories of the times he 

spent with the 5
th

 Army Air Force and the 80
th

 Fighter Squadron during World War II.  He very vivid-

ly would recall Bong’s missions, meeting Charles Lindberg and always admired the superior leader-

ship displayed by Major Jay T. Robbins.  Also, my father’s college roommate was Tom Ferebee who 

served as the bombardier on the B-29 Bomber Enola Gay that ended the war in the Pacific.  Tom 

came up from Florida and visited Bob last summer in Greensboro. 

 Bob went over to the Pacific Theater in 1942, as a ‘buck private’ in an ocean liner first class state-

room and returned as a 1
st
 Lieutenant (three to a bunk) on the ocean liner Mariposa through the Gold-

en Gate Bridge after three years with the 5
th

 Air Force.  While stationed briefly in California, Bob had 

the opportunity to see General George S. Patton.  Incidentally, Bob was so struck by General Patton’s 

appearance that when Patton saluted him, Bob failed to immediately return the salute and only re-

turned it later when Patton’s face began to obviously sour.  Without a doubt, his Officer Candidate 

School training in Brisbane, Australia was the high point of his military career.  He told me the OCS 

training was the best thing that ever happened to him and he would never forget it.  For your records, I 

I  
WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

 

F 

THE MAIL BAG 

 

O 
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have enclosed a copy of his ‘discharge card’ record for your permanent files. Bob was a wonder-

ful father, a leader, an outstanding business executive and a true American who loved his country!  I 

will miss him greatly and know he is now renewing memories with his old 80
th

 Fighter Squadron bud-

dies in the skies above.” 

 

n a follow-on letter of 28 August, Ron wrote: 

 
 “...Another interesting story about OCS was he and Steed Rollins (also of the 80th) were there to-

gether.  Bob and Steed had originally met each other on a troop train heading for Florida in early 1942 

and became best friends.  Bob said that he and Steed had not been paid in months and were flat broke 

(they probably lost whatever little money they had in a poker game).  Steed’s mother was the Publisher 

and Owner of the Durham Morning Herald Newspaper (Durham, NC) and needless to say was very 

well to do financially.  Somehow Steed got a message to her that he needed some ‘spending’ money 

since he hadn’t been paid in months.  Bob said one day while he and Steed were at the USO Club a 

Western Union Courier came in there looking for Steed since he had a telegram message for him.  

Steed opened the telegram and his mother told him to see Bank of Australia because she had wired 

him some ‘spending money.’  Bob and Steed got a ride to the Bank and found out that Mrs. Rollins 

had wired Steed $4,000 (A LOT OF SPENDING MONEY!).  [Ed note: that’s about $40,000 today!!].  

Steed got the money from the bank teller and immediately gave Bob $1,000 to spend too.  Then they 

both left the bank together and then they went out to have some FUN!  I doubt the USO Club ever saw 

Bob and Steed again!  Who knows, the enclosed photo may have been taken outside the Bank building 

with the expression on Bob’s face.  After the war, Steed went back to Durham and became Publisher 

of the Newspaper.  Bob and Steed remained very close friends until Steed died in the mid 1980’s. 

 Also, please accept the enclosed check from Bob’s estate.  I am sure he would have wanted you to 

have it and use it for the continuation of the Headhunters legacy and newsletters.” 

 

on, thank you for sharing your memories and part of our history with us.  We shall enter your 

information in our formal 80th History.  Your very generous gift will be added to our Memo-

rial Fund.  We, too, will miss your father, but you and your family can take great pride in know-

ing this Country is better off because of his contributions and dedication.  Rest in Peace, Bob.  
 

 

 

 

 

e were sad to hear that Bob Kan’s wife, Nan, suffered a stroke on 4 Sep-

tember.  She was in the Eglin AFB Hospital ICU ward when we received 

the information from Bob’s e-mail message forwarded to us by Kirby.  Bob 

wrote, “This is the first time that either Nan or I have ever been in the hospital for 

other than physicals or having babies.”  He continued, “They asked where our medi-

cal records were—there are none.  They sent them to the archives years ago because 

they must’ve thought we were dead.”  Nan is recovering very well as of 20 October.  

Bob & Nan hosted our outstanding 15
th

 reunion in Ft. Walton Beach, FL, in April 1995.  Nan, we 

all wish you a very speedy & continued full recovery!!  

 

 

 

The smallest good deed is better than the grandest intention. 

I 

R 

HURTIN’ HEADHUNTERS 

W 
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s you all know, I’m usually perfect in every way; however, if you find any mistakes or 

oversights in your Master Roster or E-mail information, membership, dues, etc., please let 

me know—it was obviously caused by this computer.  In early August, I received an e-

mail message from one of our members.  In it, he gave me a name and address of one of his old 

80
th 

buddies from the 1950’s that he didn’t see on our list.  I thought that was great, and sent a 

“Please Join Us” (PJU) letter to the new contact.  A couple of days later, I still had a copy of the 

e-mail message hanging on my computer and noticed the information looked familiar.  When I 

looked in the Master Roster in the computer (updated daily with 4-5 new pieces of information), 

there was the “new contact”—one of our LifeTime Members since 1 October 1992!!!!  Boy, was 

my face red!  Why I didn’t check the Roster BEFORE I sent the letter, I don’t know—that’s 

kinda basic!  I called the individual that day.  He had just received my “PJU” letter.  He said he 

had a letter ready to mail back to me—probably asking what was going on, and telling me to get 

my act together!!  I explained the story, and we both had a good laugh over it.  I thought I had the 

1675-man Master Roster memorized, but I guess I don’t—so if you find errors, please bring to 

my attention—Thanks!!  After all, my computer is only human!! 
 

hen Andy & Anita Denny sent in their dues renewal a couple of months ago, they enclosed one of 

their business cards—a Bed & Breakfast up in Blowing Rock, NC.  Bonnie & I had planned to go 

up that way to see the beautiful Fall colors—what a coincidence!  We just returned from our vaca-

tion up there in the mountains of western North Carolina with Andy & Anita—a great time, and another 

“win” for me with a “no-notice Nickel check!!”  It sure is a small world.  Give them a call at (800) 295-

7343. 

  

 

HEADHUNTERS GETTIN' HITCHED! 

 
aj Ned “Flanders” Linch & Linda Wittenberg  joined up 

on 9 August 1997!  Not only is that great news, but Bon-

nie & I attended the reception and heard Dennis “Super-

man” Kent, another of our Members, sing!  Another Juvat 

couple, Maj “Wutza” & Carolyn Duckworth, were also in attend-

ance (without his Juvat “Nickel!”).    The reception was held at the 

beautiful Sweet Home Plantation (c1840), in Pine Mountain, GA.  

It was an absolutely beautiful outdoor reception with an outstand-

head headhunter corner 

 

A 

W 

 

 

M 
 (Check 6!!) 
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ing buffet.  Bonnie & I had a fabulous time—as did, I’m sure, Ned & Linda!    Congratula-
tions!! 

illiam T. “Horrible” Hagar, one of the initial WWII HEADHUNTERS that went overseas on 

the Maui in January 1942 and now one of our LTM’s and regulars at all of the reunions, 

and Nancy McNeil St. Clair exchanged wedding vows on 31 August 1997!  Congratulations 

to you both, and many more years together in the very best of health and happiness!! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We take great pride in announcing the birth of 

the world's youngest HEADHUNTERS! 
 

apt Dan “Goober” & Patty Gernert, LifeTime Members since 1993, are very proud to an-

nounce the birth of their third child, and first daughter, Melissa Nicole Gernert on 8 May 

1997 at 2003!  She weighed in at 7lbs 2oz and was 20 inches long.  Dan & Patty’s e-mail 

message stated, “Jacob and Ryan love their adorable little sister!  Our street on Cannon AFB has 

the two newest Headhunters—according to the latest newsletter—John Preston Pedersen lives 

just 2 houses away and is just 3 weeks younger than Melissa!”  How about that!!  The world’s 

two youngest Headhunters—3 weeks and 2 houses apart!!  That’s a first!!      Congratula-
tions!! 
 

ol Dana “Conan” & Candy Duthie, also LifeTime Members and hosts of our 16
th

 reunion in 

Colorado Springs in April 1996, have an announcement!  In his e-mail message, Dana 

writes, “Our son is trying to make us feel old, and has presented us with a grandson!  Chad, and 

wife Beth Duthie (I think Beth did most of the work) launched Carter Joseph Duthie on July 6
th

.”  

He concludes, “The little bugger is kinda cute, and he’s obviously JUVAT LEAD material—he 

won’t be upstaged, and refuses to say ‘TWO!’”  Can you see Conan as a grandfather?!   Con-
gratulations!!   
 

ill “Hoover” & Paige Engelson are very proud to announce the arrival of their new son, Col-

lin Ira Engelson on 28 August at 0736.  Hoover said, “Yes, Paige and I were up all night.  He 

tipped the scales at a whopping 9 lbs 7 oz and was 22 inches long.”  Congratulations to you both, 

and to the Green Bay Packers’ new Fullback!!      Congratulations!! 
 

avid “Mandu” & Debbie Yachabach also have great news!  Debbie’s e-mail message reads, 

“i’m writing to let you know that the stork brought us a little bundle of joy.  his name is jo-

W 

THE STORK CORNER! 

 

C 

C 

B 

D 
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seph connor yachabach and he was born on sept. 24 weighing 7lbs 6 oz and was 19in.  we are all 

doing fine—just wanted you to spread the word to the other juvats.  sorry for the poorly typed 

letter but i’m holding the baby while i’m typing.”  Debbie & Mandu, we think you did REAL 

good—with the typing, too!!!  Congratulations on your new little wingman!       Congratula-
tions!! 

Congratulations to all new Moms, Dads, & “Wingmen”!!!! 
 

All the flowers of all the tomorrows are in the seeds of today. 

 
 

 
 

 

ast, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all                                        

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS, who we know of, that have made 

their last takeoff in this lifetime since our last newsletter. 

 

  Harry Chiyka  WWII/LTM  16 Nov 1995 

  G. Robert Pittman  WWII/LTM  21 May 1997 

  Lt Col Paul H. Burbage Juvat   30 Jul 1997 

  Dr. James B. Griffin  WWII/LTM  2 Aug 1997 

 

n an e-mail message of 3 Aug, Kirby notified me of Dr. Griffin’s passing:  “...Of the 17 

men from Panama that joined the Squadron in July 1942, two are left—Gordon Willett 

and myself.  They will bury many memories for me when they inter his body,” Kirby wrote.  Dr. 

Griffin will be missed by all of us.  Rest in Peace, “Gimp.” 

 

e also want to pass on to all that Gordon Willett’s wife, Thelma, passed away in Febru-

ary 1996.  We’re very sad to hear that, Gordie.  Our condolences to you from all of us.  

 

ill Miller sent an e-mail message on 5 Aug:  “...‘Chili’ Burbage made his last takeoff on 

July 30
th

 after a fairly long illness.  Chili was a Juvat during the F-4 years at the Kun, 

and I’m sure a lot of our members will recall knowing him then.  Many of the more recent Viper 

Juvats should remember him as well, since he was, until his illness, one of us ‘old guy’ contract 

academic and simulator instructors at Luke AFB—first in the F-15, but more recently in the F-16 

program.”  We remember, and we won’t forget.  Thanks, Bill. 

 

r. David Evasew sent this e-mail message to us on 15 August: “Hello.  My name is Da-

vid Evasew and I am the grandson of the late Mr. & Mrs. Harry Chiyka.”  He continued, 

“Could you please remove their names from your mailing list for the 80
th

 Fighter Squadron.  Mr. 

Chiyka died 11/16/95 and Mrs. Chiyka died 5/21/97.  He concluded, “Thank you very much and 

best of luck to you and your organization.”  When we acknowledged, we asked if he would like a 

copy of our 1 November newsletter.  This was his reply:  “I would greatly appreciate a copy of 

the November newsletter.  It would be a great keepsake for myself and my family because of my 

grandfather’s love for the P-38.  He would buy anything with the plane on it and would often tell 

HEADHUNTERS AT REST 
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us great stories about his time in the service.”  Dave, we hope you enjoy this newsletter, and we 

all express our sincere condolences on the loss of your grandparents.  We shall remember. 

 

aj Jack D. “Gentleman Jack” Watts, one of our LTM’s from the Korean era, reports, 

“...Don’t remember if I told you that [my wife] Kay made her last flight January 11, 

1996, and I know she still loves the “Headhunters” as she always has.”  You’re right, Jack. 

n behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to these families our deepest 

sympathies and sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these individuals 

made to the Squadron and our Country.  May they rest in peace and soar with the eagles. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

********************* 
 

The next HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 February 1998. 
                                                                                                                                 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Col Jay E. "JayBird" Riedel, USAF (Ret) 

The “Head Headhunter” 

 
                 80th Fighter Squadron 

                 "HEADHUNTERS" 
                      905 Arapaho Ct 

                 Columbus, GA 31904 
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May God bless and keep them in His Flight forever. 

 

    

Thanksgiving  - 27 Nov   Christmas - 25 Dec Hanukkah  - 24 Dec New Years  -  1 Jan 

HAPPY  HOLIDAYS  TO  ALL!! 

  
6, 
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