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Greetings, Fellow HEADHUNTERS! 

 

 Bonnie & I hope this Newsletter finds all of you in the very best 
of health and happiness, and we look forward to seeing you at the re-
union in nine weeks! 
 

 
 

LEFT: 2
nd

 Lt Warren R. Guibor (center) of the 8th FB Wing points to the artwork on "The Spirit 

of Hobo" indicating 50,000 combat sorties flown by pilots of the 8th Wing against Communist 

targets.  Lt Guibor flew the 50,000
th

 sortie, while 2
nd

 Lt Gordon Edwards (left) and 1
st
 Lt Loren 

Hauser (right) flew the sortie on either side of the magic number.  As of Oct 1952, the 8
th

 had 

accumulated the highest number of sorties ever flown by a jet unit. 

 

RIGHT: "The Spirit of Hobo", an F-80C that flew the 8th FBW's 50,000
th

 combat sortie, sits 

ready for another strike on the north.  On 23 Oct 1952, Lt Warren R. Guibor of the 80
th

 SQ flew 

the mission that established the milestone for the 8
th

.  It was his 38
th

 over North Korea.  At the 

time, this accomplishment set two records in Korea: The 8
th

 Wing was the first jet outfit to reach 

that mark and also the first Wing (jet or otherwise) to reach that magic number. 
 

(Photos and text by Robert F. Dorr sent in to us by Roy Potter) 

 

 

Those who hoot with the owls by night should not fly with the eagles by 
day. 
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-Day” for our reunion is only 63 days away!  It will be in San Antonio on 4-7 

November at the Menger Hotel!  Reunion and hotel Registration 

procedures are: 

 Reunion Registration Forms 
 

1. Please fill out enclosed “San-Tone” Reunion Registration form carefully for 

all activities you and your spouse and/or guests would like to attend. 

2.  Total amount due for each event in the right column. 

3.  Total amount due for the entire reunion in shaded box. 

4. Mail completed Reunion Registration Form along with check for total 

amount due to address at bottom of form NLT 1 October. 

 

 Hotel Registration 

    

1.  Call the Menger at their 1-(800)-345-9285 reservations number [local (210) 

223-4361 or Fax (210) 228-0022].  Be sure to identify yourself as “80
th

 

Fighter Sq” to get the group rate of $95/night.  Dates are 4-6 November, 

checking out the 7
th

.  Please make reservations NLT 1 October for these 

rates.  Reservations may be canceled with the Menger NLT 72 hours prior. 

 Airline Reservations 
   

Call Corporate Travel Planners at 1-(800)-810-2695.  Tell them you’re with 

the “Headhunters” – code 34N9UJ.  They will contract with American (their preferred 

carrier—most flights into SA) for 10% off the lowest published fare >60 days from the 

reunion, or 5% within 60 days.  The lowest price includes any "fare wars" that are ad-

vertised in the papers or elsewhere.  If you would like to use your own travel agency, give 

them the above “Headhunter” discount code number.  We’re informed the same discount 

will still be available.  
 

That’s it—you’re done!!   See you all there!! 

 

 

t gives us great pleasure to welcome these 16 new members to our ranks for the first time 

(in the order of "signing up" since 1 May).  Equally rewarding are the many members who 

have rejoined after 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, or even 7 years absence!   Welcome back to all!  As of 

this date we have 375 Yearly, plus 417 LifeTime Members (LTMs)—792 Total!! 

 

Here is the roll call of our new members: 
 

REUNION and hotel registration! 

“R 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

I 
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MSgt Walter E. Land (97-98)   A/2C Judson E. Davis, Jr. (51-52) 

Lt Col James R. Cody (98-99)  Lt Col David L. Lockett (77-78) 

Maj Gen Steven R. Polk (92-93)  Maj Glen D. Owen (Juvats) 

Lt Col Todd Dabney (42-43)   Capt John M. Allbritton (89-90) 

John P. Carter (WWII)   Lt Col Alfred G. Houston (56-58) 

SSgt John R. Curl (88-89)   Capt Richard A. Meleady (96-97) 

Lt Col Michael C. Barton (97-98)  1Lt George E. Worthy (53-54) 

MSgt Richard A. Carlow (67-69)  Lt Col Richard B. Young (72-73) 

 

  

riends of yours?  You bet!!  Look 'em up in your new Master Roster Change and/or Master 

E-mail & Fax List Change (enclosed), give 'em a call, write 'em a letter, or beam an e-mail 

message over to them.  Or better yet, ask them to meet you at the reunion—in San Antonio 4-7 

November!  Great to have you all in formation—and what a super one it is!!  Welcome!  Do 

you have Headhunter friends that aren’t members?  If so, please let me have their addresses, and 

I’ll send a “Please Join Us” letter to them. Thank you! 
 

 
 

 

 
Letter of 21 Mar 99: 

On our ski trip to Snowmass, CO, earlier this month, Mrs. Taylor and I 

had dinner at a very nice restaurant which is owned by a young man 

(to me anyway) who is just starting to line some of his wall and ceiling 

space with WWII photos and other memorabilia.  I am going to send 

him what I can to make his restaurant an interesting stop for all 

Headhunters who may visit his place in the future.  I will send one of 

the patches [two purchased from our store] to him along with some 

WWII photos I have been hanging onto for all these years and give the wall space a good start.  He was 

very receptive to the idea and vowed that the materials I send will go up.  I told him I could send a lot of 

pictures, and he stated that I could have a whole wall if that is what it took.  The Headhunter patch, as 

well as other materials, will have a place of honor in Snowmass, CO.  Sincerely, Charles [R. Taylor—

WWII LTM] 

 

***************************** 

E-mail of 30 April 99: 

Dear Sir—I am currently doing research into my uncle's involvement in WWII.  I have his wartime letters 

that tell me he was with the 80
th
 Squadron but he was KIA sometime in 1942.  His letters, sad as they are, 

have moved me to do more research.  Is there a place better suited to give me info about the details.  Not 

much was known even then—he was initially listed as MIA.  Is there a roster of 80
th
 members, and an 

accounting of their war record?  I would appreciate any info you can provide.  I know he was good 

friends with a Lt Bill Beck who was also from Texas.  Do you know if this person was in the 80
th
 and is 

perhaps still alive?  Thanks for your help.  I would additionally like to learn more about the initial history 

of the unit.  My uncle arrived in Honolulu on a troopship (enroute to Australia) on or about 28 Nov 1941 

(have letter dated as such) and then must've been assigned to the 80
th
 shortly after arrival in Australia or 

New Guinea.  Thanks a bunch.  Sincerely Pat M. Armstrong, Major, USAF(Ret)  14 Harton Place; Hop-

kinsville, Kentucky 42240.  (270) 885-7701. 

 

Incredible breakthrough!  My uncle evidently flew in a four-ship strafing mission against Lae, New 

Guinea with Fibba McGee [one of our WWII Aces and LTMs].  I called him tonight on the phone and he 

recounted the story of flying with Pat on 4 May 1942—all with incredible detail.  Pat was likely lost on 

 

F 

THE MAIL BAG 
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that day after calling out Zeros and pealing off to attack at about 6000'.  How amazing to find a former 

flyer who knew Pat, and the actual one who led the flight when he was lost.  He did know of Capt D. J. 

Mainwaring—he was the flight commander and also supposed to fly that day but had trouble getting off 

on time—later he joined the flight of four, and subsequently wrote a letter to our family telling of Pat's 

disappearance.  Who was Kirby Ruff?  Another WWII flyer?  I will interview Mr McGee in Ohio and 

report on the findings.  Again, thanks a million.  V/R Pat Armstrong 

 

***************************** 

E-mail received 24 May 1999: 

I am researching and writing a history of the Bell P-39 Airacobra, to be published early next year. 

My book will cover the design, development, and operational and combat use of the Airacobra, including 

its use in training units in the U. S., in combat in North Africa and the Southwest Pacific, and in the So-

viet air arm.  I am looking for anyone who worked on, maintained, or flew P-39s who might like to help 

with this history. I'm seeking personal recollections, reminiscences, and the temporary loan of photos of 

aircraft.  Not everyone says that this was the best-loved fighter of the war, but I am eager to tell its story 

anyway and would like your help.  Please pass this along to anyone who might be able to assist.  Robert 

F. Dorr; 3411 Valewood Drive; Oakton,  VA 22124.        Phone  (703) 264-8950           fax (703) 264-

1295 

e-mail RobertDorr@aol.com  

***************************** 

 

E-mail received 18 June 1999: 

The last newsletter got me thinking...I wonder if any of the WWII members knew my uncle, Thomas J. 

"T.J." Flynn. He was in the Army Air Corps and was a flight instructor at Victoria Texas in the very early 

1940's. He was killed in an aircraft accident in Victoria in 1942. Apparently, rather than bail out, he 

stayed with his crippled aircraft to guide it away from a school yard full of children. The town of Victoria 

still remembers him as a hero, and my mother has met some of the school children, who remember the 

accident. Anyway, I am wondering if any of the WWII members might have known him. When I return to 

the states, I would like to do a "Valor" article for Air Force magazine on my uncle. Any information any-

one has about my uncle (not necessarily on the accident itself) would be greatly appreciated.  

Thanks, and see you soon!  - JJ King 

 

***************************** 

E-mail received 24 June 1999: 

Dear Jay, 

Due to my poor health, I will not renew my membership.  I again thank you for the “mega” hours you 

have devoted to the “Headhunters.”  Without a doubt you deserve all of the credit for keeping the mem-

bers in touch.  Best wishes to you and all the 80
th
 “Headhunters”—PAST; PRESENT; & FUTURE.   

[signed] Lou Pazel.  (Ed Note: We extended Vietnam Member Col Lou Pazel’s membership.  Lou, we all wish 

you a full recovery so you can leave the “maintenance hanger” behind!  GBU) 

 

***************************** 

 

Letter received 25 June 1999: 

JayBird 

Exciting times at Aviano [Air Base in Italy].  We just finished 79 days of striking Serbia and appear to 

have made a difference for 850,000 refugees.  Our fellow Headhunters/Juvats did well.  A quick list of 

Juvats (hopefully I did not leave any out) that kicked a_ _ and won the war: 

555
th
 FS “Triple Nickel” 

  “Buster” Lanagan  “Red” Tippett   “Gumby” Watton 

  “Cargo” Meleady  “Bama” Leesman  “Stalker” Gentile 

 

 510
th
 FS “Buzzards” 
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  “Diller” Davis   “Rip” Smith   “Shot” McFall 

 

 31
st
 OSS 

  “Grabber” Graby  OSS/CC 

 

Finally after 20 years of training, combat is an experience I know I will never forget.  [signed] “Henri” 

Dissinger  31 OG Deputy CC 

***************************** 

E-mail received 4 July 1999: 

Jaybird, 

Just got back from Aviano/Kosovo.…  Freedom and the 4
th
 [of July] has a special meaning this year.  All 

the men and women of the 78th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron (Shaw AFB) were magnificent, and I 

was proud to be a part of the whole operation—a selfless sacrifice for a group of people unable to defend 

themselves from tyranny.  I was a little surprised to find all the controversy back home....  Pretty glad we 

could focus on the task at hand. 

Thanks for the 4
th
 of July message about sacrifice and the cost of freedom, 

Steven R. F. “Yahoo” Searcy, Lt Col, USAF 

Commander, 78
th
 Fighter Squadron "Bushmasters" 

 
***************************** 

E-mail received 6 July: 

Dear Colonel Riedel, 

My name is Jeff Meador.  I was born and raised in Decatur, Illinois and approximately 20 years ago, I 

came into possession of an 80
th
 FBS Shield.  I was told by the pilot's widow that he had flown with the 

80
th
 in Korea and had the shield made with some friends while overseas in Korea.  I saw the man's 1

st
 Lt. 

Bars and so I assumed he had carried the rank while flying with the Squadron.  I do not know his name 

but again he lived and passed away in Decatur, Illinois.  I was told by one of the next door neighbors that 

the officer had been an ace, but I do not know if this is true or not. 

The shield in my possession is metal covered with green cloth.  The top has HEADHUNTERS all in cap-

ital letters stitched across with a black line running underneath the wording.  The bottom has a 

Headhunter figure on the right side with a shield taking up the green field on the left.  The shield is yel-

low with two brown lines running across the upper and lower one-third.  The outline of the shield is also 

brown and in the center is 80
TH

 FBS.  The TH is over the FBS and the lettering is in black thread.  The 

headhunter is ornately stitched with a white teeth necklace across his neck.  The hair has two tones of 

brown with white eyes (with black pupils) and red lips outlined  with black thread.  Black thread outlines 

the entire shield as well.  The cloth covered metal has a black cloth back and has three military-style clip 

pin attachments to affix the device to clothing.  I wanted to ask if there was anyone else you knew of in 

the Squadron that may have another shield like the one I have and if so can they give me some back-

ground as to the origin of the device.  I am most fascinated by it.  I have collected military patches, badg-

es and medals since I was eight years old and have never seen anything like this. 

I look forward to hearing from you soon.  I have enjoyed reading the history of the Squadron and all the 

testimonials [on our Headhunter Web Site].  Thank you for your help concerning this matter.  I will try 

and contact others listed electronically to see if they can help me with this matter.  Thank you again for 

your help with the shield, but more and most importantly, thank you for your service and sacrifice that 

you freely gave with the 80
th
!  I am 38 years old and now have three children.  Please know that your leg-

acy and the others of the 80
th
 will be passed on and the sacrifice made by yourself and others will not 

have been in vain!  You are one of the true heroes of our country!  I recognize and believe this to be fac-

tual and accurate and again ask that you accept my humble and grateful appreciation and gratitude for 

helping to give my family and every American the freedoms and lifestyle we enjoy today! 

You can reach me at:  jmeador@isitraining.com  or you can call me at (602) 953-5337 Daytime phone or 

(602) 857-8114 evening phone.  My fax number is (602) 953-5341.  Thank you again for your help con-

cerning this matter. 

***************************** 



 6 

E-mail of 31 July:  

All, The Bozarths are looking for their final landing in the USAF on Tuesday, 24 Aug at 1700 at the 

Luke O'Club.  This is not a decision easily made nor eagerly anticipated.  Why?  Because of the affilia-

tion Gretchen and I have had with each of you over the years.  The people are what make our service and 

nation so strong. Regardless of the odds and challenges, those in uniform will always stand ready to do 

their mission and do it well!  Each and every one of you have had a positive influence on us and for that, 

we're thankful.  Wish I could give you an updated address, but alas, I can not.  We are scouring the Val-

ley of the Sun for the perfect house, in the perfect location, for the perfect price and for what ever reason, 

we haven't found it yet!  There is some fun in looking but the frustration factor is growing a little every 

day.  I'm anticipating leaving Phoenix on Wed, 25 Aug, to start training with Southwest on Thur, 26 Aug.  

As is normal with SWA, haven't heard anything official, but the planets are aligning that way now.  The 

blender and beer fridge are always at the ready, so please stop on by anytime.  See ya, Boz and Gret 
 

***************************** 

E-mail of 1 August: 

Hi!  We are sure trying to get to SA [San Antonio] for the reunion, starting now with air fares to 

get us there.  Just wanted to ask if you would put out the word that the SA Marathon is Sunday 

the 7th.  I'd like to know if anyone out there is a runner and would be interested in running it with 

me, or would be interested in forming a relay team?!  It would be a ton of fun I'm sure!  Thanks! 

Cynthia [Pedersen—contact Dave or Cynthia at (334) 284-0993.  Also, sign up on the en-

closed Reunion Registration Form]    Check Web Site  samarathon.org  for cost & details. 

 

***************************** 

…Take care and Check Six. 

Trey “Flipper” Fuller 

 

P.S.  If you could, let Kirby know that the JUVATS toasted to his health on his 80th birthday [14 

July 1999] in the Squadron bar.  He is a legend and a great friend to the 80 FS. 

 

 

LATEST INTELLIGENCE FROM AROUND THE WORLD! 

 

ur highly reliable sources in strategically placed key positions around 

the globe have informed us that one of our Members, Maj Bill “Bruno” 

Welde, and his wife, Judy, are the very proud parents of two possible 

future HEADHUNTERS, but current Zoomies—Cadets at the Air Force Acade-

my!  Kristina will graduate in June of 2000, and Brian just entered with the 

Class of 2003.  Bruno was himself in the Class of ‘77 and Juvat Boy’s Choir 

Lead in ’86 (can you imagine!)  Bill said, “Obviously they got their smarts from 

Mom.”  Congratulations to all the Weldes on their outstanding USAF family! 

 

n addition, our deep moles in clandestine positions in sensitive areas have passed on to us that 

Lt Col Charlie “Strut” and Sherry Simmons just pinned gold bars on their son, Jeff, who was 

in the Class of 1999 at the USAFA.  Jeff is on his way to pilot training shortly—possibly another 

future Juvat!  Their other son, Jeremy, is entering his second year there and will be in the Class 

of 2002!  Our congratulations go out to  Simmons Flight on their outstanding USAF family! 

 

 

 

 

O 

 

I 

HURTIN’ HEADHUNTERS 
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irby was in a bad car accident the first part of May.  They were stopped at a 

flag-man at a road construction site and were plowed into by another car 

from the rear.  Kirby said, “We were banged around pretty good.  The car 

ended up 91 feet from point of impact—and we were sitting still.  I am not near as 

sore as I was in the back area.  It felt like I had been kicked by a horse in the small 

of my back.  At first my left shoulder was extremely sore.  I had to use it to get out 

of the car.  All four doors were jammed and the car was leaking gasoline.  There  

were 3-4 guys standing on the guardrail, and made no effort to help.”  REAL glad to hear you 

weren’t hurt, Kirby!  If you recall, the same thing happened to me a couple of years ago—hit 

from behind at about 55 mph while stopped.  Both cars totaled.  To all:  MAKE SURE YOU 

HAVE YOUR HEADRESTS UP—and check 6!!!!! 

 

 am Russel Tambling's daughter.  I thought that members of the Headhunters might like 

to know that he suffered a heart attack on June 15.  On June 28 he had a triple bypass.  

Because of his diabetes, his previous amputation and other related problems, everything has been 

very high risk.  He made it through surgery well, but a couple days later he experienced some 

life-threatening problems and coded at one point.  He is finally out of CVICU, but he has a long 

way to go.  Please keep him in your prayers.  Sincerely, Connie Tambling”  Russ is one of our 

WWII LTM’s.  We all wish you a complete and fast recovery, Russ! 

 

t Col Howard K. White, one of our new between the wars (BTW) LTM’s, had a “siege of 

pneumonia” back in June which threw him off schedule for a few weeks.  Howard, we trust 

this is totally behind you, and you’re back to full OR status! 

 

4 July e-mail: “Dad [Bill ‘Horrible’ Hagar—WWII LTM] had a 6 bypass on June 28, a Mon-

day, and was home in 6 days that following Sunday. It happened to be my wife’s and my 30
th

 

anniversary, but where else to spend it than in Albany Medical Center with the Pop you love.  

May God Bless all and watch over everyone.  See ya in San Antone.  Bill Jr.” 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ell, we finally got a dedicated FAX machine.  In the past this computer acted as a 

FAX; however, it had to be set up to receive before one came in.  Unfortunately, this 

was quite rare, so 99% of all Fax’s sent to us were never received.  Now we’re in 

business!  Our FAX number is the same as our phone number (706) 324-7360, but the FAX ma-

chine can ID a FAX before the phone—give it a try!  Also, it was suggested about a year ago that 

we start a list of Fax numbers for our members.  I dragged my feet until now—we have added fax 

numbers to the Master E-mail List.  If you have a fax number, send it over to me, and on “The 

List” you’ll go!!  Thanks. 

 

 

K 

 “I 

L 

1 

 

head headhunter corner 

W 

MASTER ROSTER CHANGE 
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nclosed is your Master Roster Change.  Please note this is only a change, and not a com-

plete new roster!  Only information that has changed since the last (1 May) newsletter is 

included.  If you have any additions/corrections to any of the information, please send to 

me for updating.  A complete Master Roster is available upon request.   Thanks. 

 

 

             

                                                                                      

re you ready for the reunion?  These items are now available in our “HEADHUNTER 

STORE.” Get them now, and wear/use them proudly—not just at the reunions, but wherev-

er you go!  It’s a great way to find other HEADHUNTERS, too!  Oh by the way, don’t be 

caught without your Squadron “Nickel!!”  Unless purchased at a reunion, a small fee of $3 

should be added for postage to all orders (unless otherwise noted)—I’ll take care of the “han-

dling!” 

 

                                               

 

 Blazer Emblem (men’s or ladies) $35  Golf Shirt (specify size) $25 

 Squadron Unique Tie   $30  T Shirt (specify size)  $12 

 Ladies Floppy Bow (matches tie) $30  Squadron F-16 Print  $20 

 Squadron “Nickel” Coin or Keychain $  4  White Hat   $10 

 *Personalized  Sq coffee mug  $17  Black Hat   $10 

 *Personalized  Sq beer stein  $20  Squadron Memorial Plaque $10 

 *Mug & Stein set as above  $35  Korean-era Sq Patch  $  5 

 Current Squadron Patch  $  5  **Personalized Sq beer mug $25 

 Squadron Golf Balls (sleeve)  $  5  Lapel Pin/Tie Tack                 $  3          

 

Vipers in the Storm—Diary of a Gulf War Fighter Pilot, by Capt Keith Rosenkranz. 

Hard cover, 325 pages, with illustrations.  Book price $24.95   Order Here.   

 

* Please include name and/or callsign desired on your mug/stein (up to 20 letters), and 

right/left handed with your order.  Unless otherwise stated, the Squadron logo & your first 

name in Old English will be on the front (handle left for right-handed drinker), and an F-16 will 

be on the back. 

 

** Large 25oz mug is beautiful etched glass.  Please indicate Squadron logo or our Association 

logo desired, choice of P-38, F-86, F-4, or F-16, and include name and/or callsign in 

“HEADHUNTER” or standard bold font, and right/left handed, with your order.  Other aircraft 

may be available.  Personal markings (tail number/markings, aerial victories, etc.) available.  

Please call for quote. 

 

Please send check to “The Headhunters”; 905 Arapaho Ct; Columbus, GA 31904-1242.  

Please don’t forget to include $3 postage on all orders (accept patches, coins, & lapel pin.) 

 

Fighter pilot songs (Rated G) on CDs and/or tapes are available from our fellow HEADHUNTER 

Dick Jonas.  Contact him at: Erosonic; 2001 Mountain View Glen; Ft Mojave, AZ 86426-8833. 

E 
HEADHUNTER STORE!!     

A 

NEW ITEM---Lapel pin/tie tack.  No postage required. 
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HEADHUNTERS GETTIN' HITCHED! 

 

apt Jeff Collins (Juvat LTM) & Kathy Lahey just joined up 

this summer!  They were married 5 June in Altamont, NY.  

Jeff is an instructor at the Air Force Academy, and Kathy 

works as an on-line content developer for a company in Boston, but 

she telecommutes from Colorado!  We wish Jeff & Kathy the very 

best of happiness! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
We take great pride in announcing the birth of 

the world's youngest HEADHUNTERS! 

 

apt Jon “Pigeon”  & Lynne Payne sent an e-mail on 28 June: “We have a new flight 

member since I last contacted you:  Griffin Thomas Payne arrived 12 Sep 98 weighing in 

at 8lb 11oz and 20.5 inches.  He was born in the Netherlands just before we PCSed back 

to the States!  We're having a blast with the 9 month old Squab on the beach!”   Congratula-
tions to “Pigeon  Flight!!” 
 

apt Matt “Picasso” & Brandy Manifold are very proud to announce the birth of their daugh-

ter, Brittany.  Matt’s 10 July e-mail states, “She was born on the 8
th

 of April and luckily I got 

to fly home from the war to be with Mom and baby.  She is definitely Daddy's little girl.  I'll see 

ya in the Good Ole' U, S of A!!!  [signed] Picasso”    Congratulations to you both!! 
 

Congratulations to all new Moms, Dads, & “Wingmen”!!!! 
 

All the flowers of all the tomorrows are in the seeds of today. 
 

HELP—MISSING MEMBER!  Maj John S. “Deke” Slaton just renewed his dues on 6 August.  

The address he gave, 4808-B Alaska Ct; Clovis, NM 88101, was returned today, 18 August, 

“Forwarding Order Expired.”  Our post office strikes again.  Anyone know where Deke is?   Any 

help appreciated—they are paid-up members, but I can’t send their newsletters!  Thanks!   

 

 
 

 

 

 

Check 6!! 

C 

THE STORK CORNER! 

 

C 

C 

HEADHUNTERS AT REST 
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ast, but certainly not least, we would like to take this opportunity to pass on to all                                        

members the names of those HEADHUNTERS, who we know of, that have made their 

last takeoff in this lifetime since our last newsletter. 

 

  Gen James E. Hill  Korea/Ace/LTM 20 May 1999 

  Wayne S. Truett  WWII/LTM    4 July 1999 

  Charles H. Patrum  Juvats   11 July 1999 

  James E. Baldwin  Korea/LTM  11 Aug 1999 

 

ames E. Hill, Jr., 77, a retired General, former commander of the North American Aerospace 

Defense Command and a force behind the US military's push into space, died Thursday, 20 

May 1999, in Colorado Springs, CO of cancer.  Hill was a P-47 fighter pilot and flew 128 mis-

sions in WWII, shooting down five enemy planes and earning the title of "ace".  He also flew in 

Korea and Vietnam.  Gen Hill was a LifeTime Member of our Association for many years, and I 

was honored to ride with him in our Colorado Springs reunion golf tournament in 1993. 

 

en Hill gave me my final instrument check in flying school at Williams AFB in 1949, it 

consisted mostly of acrobatics.  He was in the 80
th

 just prior to my time in the 80
th

 in 

1951.  I also knew him as Senior Air Advisor to the Ohio Air National Guard in the 1960's.  Sor-

ry to hear about his death.  He truly was a gentleman and a good aviator.”  [signed] Dale Smiley. 

 

E-mail of 11 July: 

I recently indicated that my wife Kay (formerly Kasa Kun waitress, Miss Choe, 1980-1983) was 

seriously injured in an auto accident.  She died 5 July (one day after her birthday) at 43.  I know 

there are folks out there that remember her and would want to know.  She turned out to be a great 

wife, good American, and represented me and the Air Force throughout the world with dignity 

and grace.  The funeral was in Sumter where I plan to retire next year.  Thanks.  PJ Jones 

 

************** 

E-mail of 20 July 1999: 

JayBird 

This is to let you know that my husband Chuck "Thor" Patrum passed away July 11 after a 15 

month battle with cancer.  Medically retired last year we never got the opportunity to attend one 

of the reunions but read with pleasure the accounts of each one.  He was proud to have served 

with the Headhunters. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Patrum 

 

n behalf of the entire Squadron, we wish to officially pass on to these families our deepest 

sympathies and sincere gratitude for the outstanding contribution each of these individuals 

made to the Squadron and our Country.  May they rest in peace and forever soar with the Eagles. 
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May God bless and keep them in His Flight forever. 



 “SAN-TONE” REUNION REGISTRATION FORM 
(PLEASE FILL OUT CAREFULLY FOR THOSE ACTIVITIES YOU WOULD LIKE TO DO) 

NAMES:   ______________    ________________    ________________    _______________   ______________ 
                    (TO APPEAR ON NAME TAGS) 
 

NUMBER   X   COST  =  TOTAL 

 

 ALL:   REGISTRATION “LANDING FEE”…..………   _______   X    $30     =   ______   

   (Mandatory fee for all reunion attendees.  Pays for speaker’s fee and his expenses, Hospitality   

    Room, and all drinks, snacks, and incidentals for the 3 days.) 

 

THU PM:   REUNION REGISTRATION & HOSPITALITY ROOM 

   HOTEL CHECK-IN (after 3:00pm) 

 

1715-1845  RIVER BARGE CRUISE/DINNER…..…………  _______   X    $32     =   ______ 
    (Limited to first 80 registrants!) (Cruise the beautiful Riverwalk while dining in comfort. 

    Menu: Boneless chicken and beef skirt strips on a bed of grilled peppers and onions, with 

    rice, frijoles, flour tortillas, guacamole, pico de gallo, and sour cream.  Access for physically 

    handicapped is provided.  All service charges, gratuities, and tax included.) 

 

FRI PM:    GOLF:  “HEADHUNTER OPEN”……………  _______    X     $22    =   ______ 

1200-1600  (Randolph AFB Golf, cart, prizes, gifts) (“Soft spikes”/sneakers mandatory for all courses) 
 

   HANDICAP INDEX (WITH DECIMAL POINT):_____________ 

   AVERAGE SCORE FOR 18 HOLES:_______ SEX:_____  OVER 70?_____ 

 

  CAR AVAILABLE FOR TRANSPORTATION OF GOLFERS?     YES/NO 

  IF YES, HOW MANY SEATS?  ______ (Local Area Members, “Drive-Ins,” or Rental Cars) 

  
SAT PM:   BANQUET (COAT & TIE)……………………..  _______    X     $44   =  _______ 
   (Buffet style: Hot beef tenderloin, quesadilla bar, grilled white wings, picadillo, chili con queso, 

  cheddar poppers, pork adovados, salsa bar, chilled grilled vegetables, and variety of desserts.  All  

  service charges, gratuities, and tax included.) 

 

SUN AM:   FAREWELL COFFEE & DONUTS……………  _______    X    $ 5    =   _______ 
 

   FULL COLOR REUNION SOUVENIR BOOK.  _______    X    $20   =   _______ 
 

   SOUVENIR SHOPPING BAG………………… _______     X    $ 5   =    _______ 
    (Pick up at check-in if pre-ordered) 
 

   SOUVENIR GOLF TOWEL…………………..  _______     X    $ 5   =    _______ 
     (Pick up at check-in if pre-ordered) 
 

   

      

   SAN ANTONIO MARATHON (26 MILES!!)………………      YES/NO                                   

   (If interested, circle YES & contact Cynthia Pedersen ASAP at (334) 284-0993 for details.) 
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM NLT 1 OCT WITH YOUR CHECK MADE OUT TO: 
 

HEADHUNTER REUNION 

17 GRANTS LAKE DRIVE 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78248 

(210) 479-1813 

TOTAL ENCLOSED  $_____________ 
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The next HEADHUNTER HEADLINES will be dated 1 December 1999 
 

 

 

 

DON’T STAY HOME---COME TO “SAN-ANTONE!!” 

 

 
 

 

 

Col Jay E. "JayBird" Riedel, USAF (Ret)  

The “Head Headhunter” 

 
 

 

 

 

                 80th Fighter Squadron 

                 "HEADHUNTERS" 
                      905 Arapaho Ct 

                 Columbus, GA 31904 

 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 

          REQUESTED 
 

         FIRST CLASS 

 
   

Halloween - 31 Oct  Labor Day - 6 Sep Veterans’ Day - 11 Nov    Thanksgiving Day - 25 Nov 

6, 

  

 


