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KOREAN WAR HEADHUNTERS 

Some time ago, I found these folks and then, to my chagrin, lost track of them.  Error corrected.  
They have a wealth of information on the KOREAN ‘Police Action’ WAR on their website.  You can 
find information on your buddies, KIA information, KW-specific books, films and more.  Consider 
joining them. Your Association is now an active supporter and we have our own page there:  
http://www.koreanwar.org/html/units/usaf/80fbs.htm  this is an excerpt from their latest 
newsletter: 

Korean War Project Newsletter July 27, 2016 Volume 18, 2       
Today, all over the world, veterans, family, friends all pause to Remember the sacrifices made in 
Korea to defend a small nation from aggression by its communist neighbor to the north.   
 
June 25th 1950 – July 27th 1953 are the two dates of special significance to those who answered the 
call or faced the terrible machinery of war. 

The week of July 23rd to the 29th of 1995 found Hal and Ted on the road to and from Washington, DC 
to attend the dedication of the Korean War Veterans Memorial.  
 
Editorial July 27 2016 
Our last newsletter edition was for Memorial Day 2016. We reported on our work on the casualties 
from the war.  Hal has since entered over 500 during the time the news reached you.  He has also 
discovered 30 more since that time. 
 
At the end of May, letters went out to hundreds of former donors for whom we have not had a 
working email address for an extended period of time.  That would be we Headhunters, too-Tex 
Our effort to find ways to attract new donors/sponsors, which will allow us to continue the website as 
a non-profit online, continues. 
 
Remember, the site is free for anyone to visit and browse.  Our donors make all this possible! 
 
Hal and Ted Barker   
Korean War Project  
Membership Drive 
P.O. Box 180190 
Dallas, TX 75218-0190 

  

  

mailto:HH01@80FSHeadhunters.org
http://www.koreanwar.org/html/units/usaf/80fbs.htm


 2 

 
KCCF Casualty File Review 
Recap from May 2016: 
This work is a key element of the Korean War Project and our  
donors and sponsors are responsible for keeping this work ongoing. 
 
We have mentioned in past editions that the original NARA casualty files have been the basis for 
building our message areas like Looking For.  Many of the unit listings created from those legacy files 
have had to be revised. The Remembrance section of the website is also constructed from the casualty 
listings. 

Membership | Sponsors 
Consider supporting the mission of the Korean War Project by 
donations in the form of Membership/Sponsorship. 
Membership: www.koreanwar.org/html/membership.html  
Donations/Memberships are tax deductible, if you use long form 
 IRS reports. Our EIN: 75-2695041 501(c) (3)  
 
Korean War Project 
PO Box 180190 
Dallas, TX 75218 
PH: (214) 320-0342 
 
Thank You to our Sponsors | Donors/Members 
Thanks to all who have made this newsletter and the website possible! 
The average annual number of donors is about 750.  We would love to see an increase in this number 
which has continued to decline since 2004. 
 
This Mailing List 
 We began sending this newsletter mailing in December of 1998 
The first issue went to just over 2000 persons.  
To join or leave the list: email to: Ted Barker tbarker@kwp.org  
Place: Subscribe or Unsubscribe in the subject line.  
Consider forwarding the Newsletter to your friends by email or 
print. Word of mouth is how we grow.  
 
Bookstore | Film 
Be sure to visit the main index on the web site. See: www.koreanwar.org/html/bookstore.html 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.koreanwar.org/html/membership.html
mailto:hbarker@kwp.org,tbarker@kwp.org
http://www.koreanwar.org/html/bookstore.html
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I got this note from T/Sgt Louis Miksits  (to all you other Korean War vets, please send me your 
thoughts, remembrances, escapades and anecdotes.  If you don’t write it down, you were never 
there and it never happened!): 
 

 
 
 

BETWEEN THE WARS HEADHUNTERS 

Where are you guys??? 

VIET NAM HEADHUNTERs 

Where are YOU guys??? 
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JUVAT HEADHUNTERS 

 

This is JL #109,  Lt Col Nük Gallemore’s  
 final newsletter.  You had a great run, Nük.  
Godspeed on your next assignment. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Here’s JL#110 Lt Col Matthew “Trap”  
Crowell’s first one as Juvat Lead.  Crush ‘em, 
Sir! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

HEADHUNTERS DOWN 

To a fighter pilot, there is only one coin that matters: the nickel. Of all the fighter pilot traditions and accompanying 
heritage, the phrase “nickel on the grass” is easily held in the highest regard of all. The phrase, a chorus from an old fighter 
pilot song, has evolved to become synonymous with remembering a fallen aviator. 
 

http://barnapkinairpower.com/2016/02/14/a-nickel-on-the-grass/ 

 
 

http://barnapkinairpower.com/2016/02/14/a-nickel-on-the-grass/
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On May 12, 2016 at 16:32:22, Ted (tednewland@hotmail.com) wrote:     
DearLude, 
 I regret to advise you that Col. Robert J McCormick, my father-in-law, died on February 18, 
2014.  His ashes are interred at Arlington National Cemetery.   He is survived by his wife, Shirley M. 
McCormick, who resides at the address you have for Col. McCormick.  Regretfully, Howard T. 
Newland, Jr. 
 

 
(June 7, 2016)  To Whom It May Concern, 
I am very sorry to inform you that my husband, Carl O. Branstad passed away on May 14, 2016. He 
was 95 years old last Feb 28th. Sincerely, Mrs. Carl (Lorraine) Branstad. 

 

On 6/26/2016 1:48 PM, Shelly Saffro Brostoff wrote: 
I’m sorry to tell you, Sid Adelstein passed away  in New York. 
Sid was one of our stalwarts from WWII.  He made many a reunion.  Great guy. I made contact 
with Virginia Dyer who gave me Sid’s son, Robert’s, phone number.  He confirmed Sid did die on 
April 18, 2015.  As many of you know, Sid’s wife, Pearl, died in 1992.  Robert said that Sid’s WWII 
issued uniform still fit him and the he was exceptionally proud of his service as a crew chief  (even 
though he claimed to not be mechanically inclined at all) with the men of the 80th 
 
Mom (Ruth Saffro, widow of MSGT Yale Saffro designer of the Headhunter patch) is doing fine, 
she 93 years old, she doesn’t use a walker and she is still in control of her like and went to San 
Francisco with my brother Scott.  Love to all!  Shelly 
 

FROM THE WEBSITE AND AROUND THE WORLD 

 
Just In Case You Missed It: 
Here’s a you tube presentation of the National Geographic version detailing  the shoot down and 
rescue of LTM Scott O’Grady  :  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FusEcHnXZbU 
Kudos to all involved! 

 
On 7/17/2016 11:01 AM, Daniel Alvarez III wrote: 
Good morning Tex,  Thanks for updating my membership.  
Re your question: I came up with the call sign Cobra while looking for a quick, 2-syllable word, which 
could be quickly said when issuing a warning in an air to air situation.  "Cobra 2, Break Left, SAM, 8 
O'Clock, low".  Glad you like it! 
 
I searched for possible call signs at the 4th TFW Command Post after upgrading to Flight Lead when I 
was assigned to the 334th TFS flying F-4E's '75-79.  Other cool 1-syllable call signs were already taken, 
like K'NAY, OLDS, BUICK, or were inappropriate due to FAA regs. K'NAY must have slipped through 
their radar. Neat call sign!  
 
The 80th TFS at Kunsan by the sea was my first assignment, '74-75, coming out of F-4C training at 
the 550th TFTS at Luke AFB and I thoroughly enjoyed it.  Steve Hanes was the best instructor I had 
the good fortune to have check me out and he taught me well, in the air and on the ground!  The 

mailto:tednewland@hotmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FusEcHnXZbU
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JUVAT motorcycle club was a great stress reliever on the weekends when we were not flying. Lots of 
great memories at the Club and the JUVAT Choir songs. I still have the song book!  
 
On Jul 17, 2016, at 5:13 PM, 80FSHeadhunters <HH01@80fsheadhunters.org> wrote: 
Interestingly, I was in the 4TFW/335 FS from 78-81 or so and am trying to place you.  Medium-
sized.  Dark hair. Mustache.  Dashingly handsome.  That you?  Cheers.  Tex 
 
On 7/17/2016 6:59 PM, Daniel Alvarez III wrote: 
Possibly.   Mustache made me look like Hitler so I may have shaved it off. I taught Wing Instrument 
School so you had to have known me.  Col. Buck Rogers CC, Hank Canterbury CV and Col. Chuck 
Horner DO.  Fred Frostic our OPS  Officer, Jeff McDonald was my Flt CC.  Trying to place my 
Squadron CC without making a faux pas.   Kurt B. Anderson and Dave Moody made names for 
themselves!  Lincoln Quigley and I sat on many Air Defense Alerts. Have a great story about one 
scramble.  Thought my email was bland since I left out the inappropriate 1-syllable call signs!  Didn't 
go into too much detail about my experiences at the "Koon" but there were some very funny goings on 
at one of our "Elephant Walks" which had to deal with "Who Dat".  I wonder where the "Doofer Book" 
is from that era?  There has to be a safe resting place for them.  It would be great reading!      Danno 
 

On 7/15/2016 12:18 PM, (Capt) Bryce Turner wrote: 
Tex,  I don't know if there was an article besides a Facebook photo album for the Change of Command 
ceremony (the “new”  Air Force, right?)  Here’s a list of players from the Kun: 
JL110: Lt Col "Trap" Crowell 
DO: Lt Col "Toas" Karrs 
JBC Lead: Capt "Ogre" Portue 
Punk Lead: Capt "Triple" Turner 
Snacko: Capt "Bolt" Jerrell 
Liason Officer: ..... we don't really have one... 
 
I've coming up on a year now as Punk Lead which means I've been at the Kun way too damn long.  I 
leave next month and I'll keep you updated with the new punk lead (I have a shortlist).  Knight 
(Provender)  is out in Aviano where I'll be joining him and Golden is at Misawa.  Please let me 
know if there is anything I can do for you and the Association while I am still here mailing list. 
Crush 'em!  Triple 

 
New comment on your post "Jerry Minton's 80FBS Presentation" 
Author: Ed KTOWN Knouse   Email: ktown069@hotmail.com 
Comment: Very interesting and enjoyable presentation...even without the voice-over!  Really enjoyed 
it.  Cheers, SNAP (aka KTOWN) 

 
New comment on your post "Jerry Minton's 80FBS Presentation" 
Author: Chris (Email: lude@80fsheadhunters.org 
URL: http://about.me/chriskibble 
Comment: Great slideshow. Looks like being deployed hasn't changed that much over the years! 
Lude (Kibble) 

 
I invited JL #109 Lt Col Trip Raymond of Dos Gringos fame, to the 2017 reunion and to bring his 
guitar and copy of the song he wrote, “Woody the Headhunter”: 
 
On 5/1/2016 5:30 PM, Rob wrote: 

mailto:HH01@80fsheadhunters.org
mailto:ktown069@hotmail.com
mailto:lude@80fsheadhunters.org
http://about.me/chriskibble
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I might be able to make that happen but I need to get settled into the new job first and figure out 
family leave plans. I'll be at EUCOM J35 (I should say J34+1 I suppose), working as an operational 
planner. In Stuttgart.   Say hello to the boys for me. Crush em,  WIG?!  Trip 

 
On 5/10/2016 10:46 PM, John Robertson wrote: 
Tex, 
I read the Headhunter Headlines with great enthusiasm.  I’m sure Dad is reading it up there too 
among those who have gone before.  But it’s so edifying and interesting and the Military Old and New 
had me just roaring with laughter.  Absolutely  priceless. 
  
I’ll be retiring end of 2017 and one thing I do want to do is when a group goes to visit the 80th active 
duty unit--- I’d like to go along.  I guess as one gets older we look back on our youth and our days in 
blue and revel in the continual success of those carrying the baton on. 
  
Keep up the great work.  You have just the right touch and I save the copies and read them over and 
over.  Thanks so very much.  
John F. Robertson, Capt, USAF (Ret) 
Lifetime Member  (son of 1Lt John S. Robertson (Robbie) 1948-1951) Itazuke AB, JA and 
Kimpo AB, KO  Thanks for the kind words, John.  I’m only doing it for the big bucks…. Tex 

 
On 5/17/2016 10:58 AM, Jim & Brandie wrote: 
Hi Tex!  Yes, we established a new email.  Our family is making a move to Columbus, Ohio this 
summer. So when I get a new mailing address, I'll update that too.  
 
I'll put the 2017 reunion on my calendar. It would be great to attend and see everyone again! 
Cheers & WIG?!   STAC (Lt Col by now?? Brandie Maxwell) 

 
On 6/23/2016 6:51 PM, Hal Mason wrote: 
Doctor C. G. (Jerry) Mason:   Our father is in a nursing home where he will be remaining until he 
passes.  We are in the process of canceling all subscriptions and memberships due to his inability to 
participate.  Best Regards, Hal Mason 
 
Jerry (WWII LTM) only attended one reunion (San Antonio 2011), because, as he told me, he “didn’t 
really know anybody”.  Afterwards, he told me that he’d had a great time, made a couple of new 
friends and wished he’d  “come to a couple more”, especially when the guys he’d served with were 
there.  Lesson learned, folks.  Lesson learned.  Hope to see you in Cowtown 2017. 

 
HH HQ recently mailed out yellow postcards to remind Annual Members that dues are due and to 
verify addresses of the LTMs. The Post Office returned postcards from the following as 
undeliverable (where are you guys?): 
 
STEPHEN  CHRISTENSEN 
JOHN C MCDANIEL 
RICHARD W. CORZINE 
WAYNE KUNKEL 
MGEN DAVID SCOTT 
GEORGE FICKLIN 
GEORGE WORTHY 
FRANK PLESCHA 

HARVEY SMITH 
CHRIS BACON 
JOHN DOLAN 
PATRICK STEGMAN 
ROBERT LOCKE 
CHARLES SARFF 
GREG WILDER 
EDGAR HENDRICKS 

ROBERT TROY 
ROBERT GEORGE 
GEORGE COLLINGS 
WHIT COLLINS 
CHERYL BUEHN 
JEFFREY SMILEY 
KURT GALLEGOS 
JOHN HOLDER 
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GEORGE CUMMINGS 
MICHAEL WALKER 
DANIEL OSBORNE 
STEPHEN CECIL 

MICHAEL GANTT 
JAMES CLUFF 
KURT GRABNEY 
MARK WISHER 

MARK MADAUS 
STEPHEN GRANGER 
ED HENDRICKS 
JOHN MALONEY

 

 
Ten Jobs You Won’t See in 10 Years 
By John Galt 
May 15, 2016 21:15 ET 
http://johngaltfla.com/wordpress/2016/05/15/ten-jobs-you-wont-see-in-10-years/ 

 

Among jobs like: newspaper delivery guys, fast food cashiers and so on, this article says that we’re 

obsolete…oh wait a minute…maybe not… -Tex 

 
#9. Fighter Pilot 
“The idea that war should not be so dangerous to humans is both naive and utopian in its nature. 
However, the United States military is continuing to look for politically correct methods to 
dehumanize war and put machines at greater risks than humans. Unfortunately, the problems with 
computer based warriors are obvious, but they do not care.” 
 

 
 
“The idea of pilot-less fighters and bombers is quite appealing. Humans cannot withstand 20g turns 
and maneuvers while robots can; robots make binary life and death decisions eliminating that split 
second flaw of human indecision; and finally, once mass produced the cost of training pilots is 
replaced with the much more affordable cost of training operators and software engineers. The US 
Navy has gone full speed ahead testing and actually landing an unmanned fighting vehicle on an 
aircraft carrier almost two years ago.” 

http://johngaltfla.com/wordpress/2016/05/15/ten-jobs-you-wont-see-in-10-years/
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“This program will be a success until it isn’t; the minute unmanned drones and UAV’s are successfully 
hacked by the enemy, and trust me they will be, and then turned back on the originating base or 
aircraft carrier to attack and destroy its new target, the call for manned aircraft will result in total 
complete panic. Why? Because an entire generation of pilots and design specialists are dismissed 
from service in favor of the latest from the whiz bang kids in the Pentagon who have never fought a 
real war in their entire lives.” 

Then there’s this…. 
 
Artificial intelligence recently won out during simulated aerial combat against U.S. 
expert tacticians.  
http://magazine.uc.edu/editors_picks/recent_features/alpha.html 

High pressure and fast pace: An artificial intelligence sparring partner 

ALPHA is currently viewed as a research tool for manned and unmanned teaming in a simulation 
environment. In its earliest iterations, ALPHA consistently outperformed a baseline computer 
program previously used by the Air Force Research Lab for research.  In other words, it defeated other 
AI opponents.  In fact, it was only after early iterations of ALPHA bested other computer program 
opponents that Lee then took to manual controls against a more mature version of ALPHA last 
October. Not only was Lee not able to score a kill against ALPHA after repeated attempts, 
he was shot out of the air every time during protracted engagements in the simulator. 

Obviously, he’s not a Headhunter…..   

 

 Crew Chiefs- gotta love ‘em! 

Part One:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FWFBZw_u1vw 
Part Two:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tejqAjCenAg 
 

FROM THE ORDERLY ROOM 

Unfortunately, the last stanza of the 80th’s signature song, “Twin Tail Lightning” contains a naughty word in the last 
stanza. I contacted LTM Emmit Brooks for a sanitized version of it. He did a quick remix and VIOLA! (sic). Thanks, 
Emmit! So, if you need a sanitized version without the “F” word, please drop me an email and I’ll forward it to you in 
digital format. 

http://magazine.uc.edu/editors_picks/recent_features/alpha.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FWFBZw_u1vw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tejqAjCenAg
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We have a really great Forums section on the website that I wish more folks would use.  Here’s how: 

To post on the Forum section: (for full access to the Forums section you have to be signed in.) 
“Requests for Information” is the only forum-type section open to all) 
Forums >  https://80fsheadhunters.org/hh-forums/ 
  Click on forum title (ex: “Open Discussion” )>  
  There’s a form towards the bottom of the page for your post/message. 
  You can reply to a post or start a new one of your own. 
Simple.  At great personal cost, Lude fixed it so you can add attachments like pictures or other media 
by clicking the “Attachments” button.  Easy, Peasy.   

 

Remember the 75th Anniversary Reunion on 4-7 May 2017, in Ft Worth, Texas. We 
intend to highlight and honor the Founding Fathers of the Squadron- the pilots and 

support troops from WWII and the Korean War. 

Arrival airports:      Dallas Ft Worth (DFW) or Love Field (DAL) 
Airport transport:   Super Shuttle:  https://booking.supershuttle.com/  from DFW $16/person 
Hotel:                            Sheraton Ft Worth Downtown Hotel:  http://www.sheratonfortworth.com/ 
Their shuttle is limited to within 2 miles of the hotel.  However, you can climb aboard “Molly The 
Trolley” and explore Fort Worth.  She’s free:     http://www.the-t.com/MollytheTrolley.aspx 
 
Unfortunately the rooms are not free.  Normal rates are $199.  MRP got us a $149 rate.  Still 
outrageous, but cheaper than anything in the Stockyards (which is only about a 15 minute ride away). 
 
Schedule cao 8/1/2016: 
 
Thursday:  Early Bird meet and greet and pay as you go dinner at a local eatery (walking distance). 
 
Friday:  
*Registration. 
*Dinner and Entertainment at Billy Bob’s Texas in the Stockyards. http://billybobstexas.com/ We’ll 
have a private room http://billybobstexas.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Guitar_Bar.jpg  with 
cash bar and  entertainment by “The Gunfighters” (same group from the 2007 reunion)  Any that wish 
to can stay for the evening’s dance and concert (included). 
 
Saturday: 
*Golf:  http://www.hawkscreek.com/ 
*Tour: Sid Richardson Museum https://www.sidrichardsonmuseum.org/  (free or nominal cost) 
*Business Meeting 
*Banquet:  Entertainment by Dick Jonas and Others 
*Sing Along with the Juvat Boys’ Choir live from the Kun. 
 
 

The Hospitality Suite fee is no more.  The Association is picking up that tab.   
Free finger food, snacks and drinks all weekend. 

https://80fsheadhunters.org/hh-forums/
https://booking.supershuttle.com/
http://www.sheratonfortworth.com/
http://www.the-t.com/MollytheTrolley.aspx
http://billybobstexas.com/
http://billybobstexas.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Guitar_Bar.jpg
http://www.hawkscreek.com/
https://www.sidrichardsonmuseum.org/
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.Active Duty Headhunters: 

1.  Cross countries can use Naval Air Station Fort Worth Joint Reserve Base located about a $5 
cab ride from the hotel: 
http://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrse/installations/nas_jrb_fort_worth/about.html 
 

2. Aerodrome Information: 
http://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrse/installations/nas_jrb_fort_worth/om/operations.ht
ml 

 
3. On base lodging: http://ngis.dodlodging.net/propertys/Fort-Worth-NASJRB---TX 

 
4. If you arrive via a cross country, Billy Bob’s and the Banquet are free for your 

formation’s “Any Juvat”. 
 

5. Any Other “Any Juvat”:  I'll write you a check and reimburse your   costs for Billy 
Bob's and the Banquet.  Just pay normally through MRP and get in touch with 
me at the reunion. 

 
(“Any Juvat” is the term used by the active-duty squadron for the most junior Juvat present- he/she 
gets to answer phone calls at the club, pass on messages, bail people out of jail and so on) 
 
Folks, reunions are the life blood of the Association.  Without them we are all just nameless, faceless 
creatures who once served in a squadron with the number 80.  Please mark your calendars, put in for 
leave or vacation, find a sitter for the dog and come (so to speak) out and meet your fellow 
Headhunters/Juvats. 

 
More on the website: If you’re a LTM and want full access to the website OR you’re an Annual 
Member and want to ‘buy’ your annual membership, you’ll have to register.  If I register you, you 
might not like your user name and or password or I might not have your current email address so the 
registration won’t ‘take’.  It’s simple:  https://80fsheadhunters.org/upme_register/  2 minutes tops. 
 
That will send me an email and I’ll activate your LTM status in a day or so. 
 
Done and Done. 
 
LTM’s please register.   Annual Members please buy the dues package of your choice. 
 
 
What is good?  
 
Best to all, Tex and Rita2 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrse/installations/nas_jrb_fort_worth/about.html
http://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrse/installations/nas_jrb_fort_worth/om/operations.html
http://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrse/installations/nas_jrb_fort_worth/om/operations.html
http://ngis.dodlodging.net/propertys/Fort-Worth-NASJRB---TX
https://80fsheadhunters.org/upme_register/
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80th Fighter Squadron 
THE HEADHUNTERS 
PO Box 162 
St Marys, PA 15857 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“TWIN TAILED LIGHTNING WAS OUR WARPLANE, AS WE ROAM’D PACIFIC SKIES… 
SEARCHING OUT, THE SONS OF NIPPON, SENDING THEM TO THEIR DEMISE.” 


