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WWII HEADHUNTERS 

I received an email from Ezra Cason’s daughter Lois.  He wanted to make known the pride he 
took from being a Headhunter, on the occasion of his 98th birthday.  Right back at you, Ezra.  We 
are enriched by your membership in the finest fighter squadron in the world.  
 
Dear Mr. Ritter, 
 My Dad turned 98 on June 12, 2016.  He insisted that we notify his Squadron that he celebrated his 
98th birthday.  He is still mentally pretty alert and doing fairly well for his age.  I have been scanning a 
lot of family pictures and slides.  I have other photos of the war that I have digitized just in time 
before they totally faded out.  I would be happy to send some of them out to you or anyone working on 
the history of the squadron.  Just let me know is anyone would want to see them.  Sincerely, Lois 
Cason Eldridge 

Leonard Ezra Cason, Jr. born June 12, 1918 just celebrated his 98th birthday and his 65th Wedding 
Anniversary in Charlottesville, Virginia, with his wife Isabel, family and friends.  He is the eldest of 
seven brothers who all served in World War II.   

Ezra enlisted in the Army Air Corps on August 24th, 1941 and is a member of the prestigious 80th 
Fighter Squadron known as the Headhunters.  He trained as an armament specialist and served for 47 
months between 1941 and 1945.  
  
Early in 1942, Ezra was sent to New Guinea with his squadron to train on the new P-38 planes.  Ezra 
was also known as Ma Cason – he cut hair, sewed on buttons, repaired ripped seams, etc. He also 
traded his cigarettes (he didn’t smoke) with the natives for doing his laundry or for chicken or eggs 
which he would cook on a grill on the beach. 
 
His squadron was responsible for shooting down 400+ Japanese planes (Ed. note:  the official count 
was 225 enemy destroyed.  I suspect that Ezra is right and the 400+ is a low figure.- as often 
mentioned  by Norb Ruff, Kirby and Paul Murphey) which was a record for the Pacific theatre.  They 
flew several missions with Charles Lindbergh even though Lindbergh was a civilian.  Sometimes there 
were crashes where the pilots had to parachute into the jungle.  Their unit was named “The 
Headhunters” because the natives in the New Guinea jungle were headhunters.  These headhunters 
were friendly to the American soldiers and would help find their pilots and bring them out of the 
jungle and back to camp. On December 5, 1944, the squadron landed in Mindanao in the Philippines 
where they bombed French Indochina and other Japanese held islands.  Ezra had obtained the rank of 
Master Sergeant at that time.  In May of 1945, close to the very end of the war, he had to have an 
emergency appendectomy.  While in the tent hospital, his name was drawn to be discharged.  He 
recovered enough to leave the medical tent to go back to his squadron, but they had already been 

  

  

mailto:HH01@80FSHeadhunters.org


 2 

shipped out, and he was all alone. His captain finally got him on a boat, but most of his friends were 
gone and he never saw them again.  Some of the guys Ezra worked with and kept up with were: Max 
Barz, Bob Foust and Ben Byland.  They were in Ezra’s armament group. 
 
Ezra and Isabel attended four 80th Fighter Squadron reunions over the years.  One in Ohio, one in 
Florida, one in San Antonio Texas and the last one in Colorado Springs, Colorado in 2010.  Two of his 
three daughters, one son-in-law and a great granddaughter attended the Colorado Springs reunion.   
 
 

 
Ezra is on the bottom right with 4  
of his brothers, Charles, Lee, Billy and 
Ralph Cason. 
 

 

 
 
2010 Headhunter Reunion in Colorado 
Springs.  Ezra and “Cyclone” Davis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ezra and Isabel Cason 

at Ezra’s 98
th

 Birthday June 12, 2016 

Charlottesville, Virginia 



KOREAN WAR HEADHUNTERS 

 

Where are you guys?  Send me memoirs & photos. If it weren’t for Neil O’Keefe, we would have very 
few records of your outstanding accomplishments.  C’mon, the clock is ticking away…. 
 

BETWEEN THE WARS HEADHUNTERS 

 
From Weapons Man:  http://weaponsman.com/?p=35221: 
 
“Here’s a typical jet jock of the mid-1950s, a bit hung over, but nothing a little 100% O2 won’t fix. 
Today’s Air Force pilots will be amazed at the safety culture of the decade… and the low-hanging fruit, 
like not flying with a head-splitting hangover, or checking current weather, that the 1950s safety 
culture was trying to pluck.  For everyone else, the pictures of 1950s aviation in the US Air Force 
Europe (USAFE, pronounced, ironically, “you-safe”) should be entertaining. Still, there’s a lot to be 
said for a time when a guy could just sign for his F-86D and blast off on a VFR cross-country.” (as my 
departed German Grandfather used to say, “Them were the days!”) 

    https://youtu.be/fUHWo2_sM84 

VIET NAM HEADHUNTERs 

This is a very well-deserved honor for Dick Jonas,  the Fighter Pilot Troubador and Headhunter 
extraordinaire. If you don’t have most/all of his CD’s,  you are missing out on some good songs that 
document the fighter pilot’s way of life and death from WWII to present.  Do your kids/grandkids a 

favor and buy them a musical record to show them what you did in the USAF.  
https://80fsheadhunters.org/category/3rd-party-items/compact-discs/ 

 
From Mary Jonas: “Well, we did it! On October 28th Dick was inducted into the Arizona Veterans 
Hall of Fame Society. He was among 28 individuals who had been nominated for this honor. They all 
went through a rigorous selection process. "The Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame recognizes and honors 
our Arizona veterans who have made significant civic contributions at the local, state, or national 
level. Honorees are veterans who serve, or have honorably served, their country through military 
service and who also serve and inspire their fellow citizens with deeds and accomplishments outside 
their military service." [excerpt from the program]”  
 
“ Here is Dick's biography from the program: Born in Hildreth, Florida in 1939, Lieutenant Colonel 
Dick Jonas served in the US Air Force as a combat fighter pilot/instructor who retired in 1986 with 21 
years of service. For 15 years Dick served as an aerospace science instructor at Cactus High School, 
Glendale; and Mohave High School, Bullhead City; during which time he volunteered the equivalent 
of a school year guiding the cadets to drill meets, field trips, and summer camps. An active lifetime 
member of the Military Officers Association of America the the Air Force Association, Dick advocated 
veterans issues to Arizona's Congressional delegation, increased scholarship donations, and actively 
supported several veterans StandDowns. A military folk musician, Dick Jonas has traveled to 
Germany, Japan, and Korea to entertain the troops and to perpetuate the legacy of the warrior 
musician."  
 
 
 

http://weaponsman.com/?p=35221
https://youtu.be/fUHWo2_sM84
https://80fsheadhunters.org/category/3rd-party-items/compact-discs/
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Michele Reagan, Arizona Secretary of State and  
Colonel Wanda Wright, Arizona Department of  

Veterans Services Director 
 

Dick, are  you standing in a hole in the 
stage…?? 

 

 
Richard and his Roadie. Lookin’ good 

 

 

History of the River Rats (Video) 

“This is the video history of the River Rats produced for our 25th Anniversary River Rats. It was first 
shown at the 1992 Las Vegas Reunion. It tells the story of the Red River Valley Fighter Pilots 
Association. Jack 'Crow' McEncroe did an excellent job as executive producer tracking down historic 
combat footage. The money behind this venture was primarily supplied by Hugh and Sharon 
Morrison.  Smokey Vandergrift donated 100s of hours in time and equipment; Verne Lundquist, The 
Voice of the SEC, donated his time to narrate; and Steve Ritchie facilitated entry into Norton AFB 
Archives and the National Archives to secure the library of Vietnam footage used here.” 

https://youtu.be/q7woGplShxs 

 

On 7 September, Larry "Snooker" Huggins, WW #461 and his partner in crime, Roger Heavner 
formerly a weapons loader guy on F-100s, decided to make the trek from Newton, NC to Dayton to 
visit the NMUSAF. Rodger had not visited the Museum before. Frank Alfter, WW #2570, met up with 
Larry and Rodger Thursday morning and the three of them spent the day wandering around the 
Museum. 

That evening, they met with local Weasels for a TC at Abuelo's Mexican restaurant. The cast of 
characters included Larry "Snooker" Huggins, WW# 461; Roger Heavner; Frank Alfter, WW# 2570; 
Jim VerStreate, WW# 949; John "Sleet" Sletten, WW# 1629; Bill Schaff, WW# 318; and Larry 
"Bearly" LeMieux, WW #453. 

War stories and other bits of wisdom were passed around until the restaurant staff began to think we 

https://youtu.be/q7woGplShxs
https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-UmH-OLZTNEI/WBpYlqkoGnI/AAAAAAAAAig/K5G_gCTE1KUh45v3LJwXCbLaT20aVMelQCLcB/s1600/Richard+Eldon+Jonas.jpg
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-K5sSNcHD97o/WBpY-v62UqI/AAAAAAAAAio/nRFWPkaM4-sliyvPaYP_tz2C7ewVkqE6wCLcB/s1600/DSC_0155.jpg
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were staying the night. After four hours of good company, we all finally got up to leave. Frank, Larry 
and Rodger planned to meet Friday morning to tour the Museum Restoration area. Well, they did 
meet and Roger picked up a 500 lb slick (see below).  (Actually, I believe Huggy Bear/Lion/Snooker 
was really doing the lifting using a Wild Weasel Jedi mind trick-Tex) 

Source:  RATNET Digest, September 18, 2016 

 

Roger and Larry at the Restoration area. 
 

 
The Passing of Hanoi Hannah  (H/T to  the Ratnet Digest 9 Oct 2016) 
 
"My one-time wartime colleague, Ms. Trinh Thi Ngo, whom American soldiers called "Hanoi Hannah," passed away at her 
home in Ho Chi Minh City at the age of 87" - Translator Trinh Lu has just posted this information on his personal 
Facebook page. According to this report, Mrs. Trinh Thi Ngo, the Voice of Vietnam's legendary English language 
broadcaster, has just died in Ho Chi Minh City at the age of 87. The ceremony for placing the body in the casket was held 
at 1500 hours on 30 September, and the closing of the casket ceremony will be held at 6:00 today, 02 October. The 
remains of Mrs. Trinh Thi Ngo will then be buried in Long Tri Village, Chau Thanh District, Long An Province.  Too bad 
she didn’t take Hanoi Jane along with her…..   

JUVAT HEADHUNTERS 

 

To follow the active duty squadron, go here:   
 

https://80fsheadhunters.org/category/newsletter/juvat-lead-newsletter/ 
 
 

HEADHUNTERS DOWN 
To a fighter pilot, there is only one coin that matters: the nickel. Of all the fighter pilot traditions and accompanying 

heritage, the phrase “nickel on the grass” is easily held in the highest regard of all. The phrase, a chorus from an old fighter 
pilot song, has evolved to become synonymous with remembering a fallen aviator: 

http://barnapkinairpower.com/2016/02/14/a-nickel-on-the-grass/ 

 
Hello,  Hal Mason here.  C. G. Mason's eldest son.  I have attached his obituary I wrote to this note.  We have located his 
service flight and mission records,  I will get some copies to you soon as things settle down here.  I still have lots to take 
care of but will get it done asap.  Best regards,  Hal J. Mason. Obituary excerpt follows: 
 

“Clarence (Jerry) Mason, DVM died on September 22nd, 2016 at The Meadows assisted living 
facility in Ellensburg, WA,  after an extended illness.  (He served in the) South Pacific where he joined 
the 80th Head Hunters.  During his time in service with the US Army Air Corps, Clarence flew the AT-

https://80fsheadhunters.org/category/newsletter/juvat-lead-newsletter/
http://barnapkinairpower.com/2016/02/14/a-nickel-on-the-grass/
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6, P-39, P-40, and was a test pilot for the P-63.  But the P-38 Lightning was his primary combat 
aircraft in missions against the Japanese.   On three occasions Clarence’s planes were shot up and he 
had to ditch in the sea.  PBM crews rescued him each time.”   
 

FROM THE WEBSITE AND AROUND THE WORLD 

 
On 8/2/2016 12:29 AM, Michael Williams wrote: 
 
This is Mike "CABS" Williams with an update for the master list of HH members...I'm a 
LTM.  After spending the past five years instructing Saudi cadets how to fly the PC-9 at the RSAF 
Academy in Riyadh,  I'm finally done and back home in Anchorage, AK.  Please update my address as 
follows:  Mike Williams (view the Master Roster on the website-Tex).  Thanks a lot...CHECK-6!! 
WHAT IS GOOD?    CABS 
 
On 8/12/2016 2:23 PM, Greg Wilder wrote: 
I left Fort Worth in 2010 and moved down to Eglin AFB, FL were I became the first and Lead Contract 
Instructor Pilot (CIP) for Lockheed Martin's F-35. I'm responsible for the training of newly hired CIP, 
and providing academic and simulation training for service pilots from USAF, USN, USMC, and our 
foreign partners. I also assist in the training and standup of new F-35 sites which currently include 
USMC Beaufort, USMC Yuma, Luke AFB, Nellis AFB, Hill AFB,and Edwards AFB. Next year we will 
stand up locations at NAS Lemoore in CA and overseas locations in Japan, Israel, Italy, and Norway.  
Nipple Wilder 
 
On 8/12/2016 2:44 PM, Chris McDaniel wrote: 
Tex, 
I retired in July 2015 after 21 years of active service as a Lt Col.  I was the 13 Fighter Squadron DO 
from 2010-12, then the commander of the same squadron from 2012-14.  I moved back to the US for 
one year as the ACC chief of stan/eval from 2014-15 and decided I’d had enough so I retired and got 
hired by Delta.  We (wife and 3 girls) moved down to Peachtree City - just south of Atlanta.  It’s 
jokingly referred to as Delta base housing since so many Delta pilots live here. I am now a first officer 
on the 737 and life is pretty cushy.  No complaints.  I loved the Air Force and read the AFA daily 
report every day.  It was just time for me to move on.  Hope all is well with you.  Grinder   
PS:  Oh by the way, I went by “Cheech” for most of USAF career. I was renamed after my year with 
the Juvats when I got to Moody.  You are hereby re-christened to “Cheech”- Tex 
 
On 8/17/2016 2:48 PM, Watry, Andrew wrote: 
I’m writing for my dad, Charles Watry; just got your yellow card.  He’s almost 93,  lives in Paradise 
Valley Estates near Travis AFB, but has moved rooms a few times and I changed his address to mine. 
He doesn’t use email any longer.  Please list this as his address:  Charles Watry, Berkeley, CA 94707 
 Thanks a lot.  Andrew Watry, son  If anyone needs Chuck’s address, contact me directly or 
conversely I should have the latest Master Roster online just as soon as all the yellow postcards 
come (STS) back to HH HQ-Tex 
 
On 8/24/2016 7:35 PM, Michael Walker wrote:   
I'm at Columbia, SC.  Stationed at Shaw with the 77 Gamblers.  Hope all is well!  $wag 
 
On 8/26/2016 8:26 AM, Douglas Nikolai wrote: 
Good morning Tex! 
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 I retired last summer and we set sights on either Wisconsin or Colorado since I grew up in WI and my 
wife Katie is from CO.  Ended up with a great company called Logistics Health, Inc. (LHI) in La 
Crosse, WI with fantastic leadership and mission.  The founder is a former Marine and our new 
President is a West Point grad and LHI provides customized healthcare programs to Service Members 
and Veterans via a national network of medical provides primarily through the Federal space via 
Veterans Disability Exams, World Trade Center, Reserve Health Readiness Program and Military 
Entrance Processing  contracts. 
  
I am the Assistant to the COO as I transition into executive leadership to learn the company while 
conducting business development, supporting operations, managing programs and carrying out 
special projects for the COO and CEO.  I do miss the AF at times, but luckily the Madison Guard is 
only a couple hours away and one of my good buddies is the Wing CC so I can go up an get my F-16 fix 
on occasion to keep the withdrawal symptoms to a minimum. 
  
Thanks for tracking me down – Crush ‘em!    Stoli 
PS:  let our fellow Headhunters know that my door is Wisconsin is always open and the beer is cold 
and the whiskey is free!    What is good?! 
   
Tex,  
I retired from the Air Force in 2014 as the Nevada Test And Training Range Commander and moved 
to Fort Worth where I work for Lockheed Martin on the F-35 program.  
Here's our new  address: xxxx,  Fort Worth, Texas    WIG!!  Steve "JR" Langford 
 

On 9/10/2016 12:56 AM, BG (selectee) James Cluff wrote: 
Just arrived in San Antonio as the 25th AF Vice Commander.  We were lucky enough to be selected for 
promotion to one star - hopefully pinning on later this year.  Looking forward to the reunion  Cheers, 
Cliffy        Sir Cliffy, I think ‘luck’ had little to do with the promotion.  Congratulations! 
 

On 9/10/2016 11:53 AM, Ian Phillips wrote: 
Tex! How the Hell are ya?   I'm all paid up on dues and registered w/address. Retired last Aug and 
have been an F-16 sim instructor and Delta F/O since.  Still living in Utah and maxing out ski days as 
able.  Thanks for all the time you put into the Headhunters.  Looking forward to May.  WIG!  Twocan 
 
On 9/13/2016 7:52 AM, David Pedersen wrote: 
Hi Tex, thanks for the email.  I recently retired after 32 years and now working as a consultant.  We 
decided to remain in Germany, part of the Ex-Pat community.  Below is our US mailing address and 
my Skype phone number to update the recall roster.  Best regards,  Hustler 
 

On 9/11/2016 9:58 AM, Shwack wrote: 
Hi Tex -  
Maj Dan "Chip'n" Daehler 
Now a full time Reservist at Luke - 944th OG/Det 2, instructing in the F-35.  We're doing all of the 
foreign military sales F-35 training - currently with Israel, soon with Japan, S. Korea, and beyond.  
Sorry - will update with my dues today!   Cheers - WIG?!!  Chip'n  
 

 

JL #79, JJ Cummins, is engaged in the project of sorting and organizing our post-Korean War 
squadron history and memorabilia.  As we corresponded, I got  to wondering how he got his call 
sign.  I asked.  He replied:   
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“Got the call sign by being such a genteel commander to my men… not!  Am from Oklahoma and wore 
cowboy boots all the time which were perceived by the Juvats  that I had carnal knowledge with goats 
(sheep) eg. Goat Stroker, shortened to “Stroker”.  I am a cattle rancher, not sheep (no carnal 
knowledge there, but had my arm up a heifers lady parts more than once).  My wife of now 48 years 
(Anita) was the only wife I know that has been swept, and her callsign is “Ewe”.    
   So now we know the ‘rest of the story’… 

 
On 10/8/2016 4:45 PM, John Bostick wrote: 
Tex-e-da, Sold the T-6 and no longer maintain currency in the Corsair sad to say. Just don't have 
time.  Retired from flight test engineer work on the CV-22 on June 17. Still have the hangar Bonanza 
and just finished a 2 year build of a Super Cub. Building an airplane will keep you busy!  Bosco 
 
On 11/5/2016 7:26 AM, J. Kevin Roll wrote: 
Tex,  I'm ready to sign up, whenever the signup sheet and MRP are ready -- thanks!  
 
By the way, I'm currently deployed to Misawa for 6 weeks (2nd trip here); and although I'm not 
getting to fly the real jet, I'm current in flying the Sim (including formation) and all the aircraft & 
weapons systems, normal & emergency procedures, and tactics knowledge.  It's GREAT getting to 
work with the "younger bucks" and helping to train the warriors carrying the torch for us!  An 
additional benefit for me . . . . NO additional duties.  Cheers, Tootsie  
  

FROM THE ORDERLY ROOM 

 As you know, the last stanza of “Twin Tail Lightning” contains a naughty word. I contacted LTM Emmit Brooks for a 
sanitized version of it. He did a quick remix and VIOLA! (sic).  Thanks, Emmit!  So, if you need a sanitized version without 
the “F” word, please drop me an email and I’ll forward it to you in digital format. 

HH HQ ADDRESS CHANGE  Effective this date until  15 May +/- : 
80FS Headhunters 

2830 S Hulen St #174 
Ft Worth, Texas 76109 

Phone remains: 817-229-5124 

 
A Unique Opportunity 

One of our LTM’s Lt Col (Ret)  Mark Schwartz is available to present briefings on a multitude of 
subjects of interest to fighter pilots and the aviation community in general. 
 
Some of his briefings include those on topics like these: 

 US-Japan Strategic Plans 

 Sinking of the Reuben James 

 Operation Blacklist 

 The P-38 (from production through WWII) 

 “Cleared In Hot”,  the TACP : WWII to Desert Storm
He lives in Tucson, AZ but can be available for travel throughout the States. 
 
Mark and I have talked at length and I’m sure he can provide a great presentation for almost any 
occasion. If his briefings make it into CD form we plan on carrying them in the Store.  More to follow 
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on that score.  If you’re interested you can contact him here: Mark Schwartz:  blacksheep165@aol.com    
(703) 209-8013  
At the Colorado Springs reunion a motion was made to see if there was enough interest for the 
Association to sponsor The Orphanage near Kunsan.  After almost 2 years of trying to get information 
on this subject, it appears that the Juvats no longer support (or even remember the name of) the 
orphanage.  I’m unable to find its name or location. I hereby declare the issue closed.  OTOH, if 
someone wants to take on the project, I think it’s a good idea.  So please contact HH HQ.  
HH01@80fsheadhunters.org if you’re interested in running with it and I’ll hook you up with some 
active duty good guys. 

 

We have a really great Forums section on the website that I wish more folks would 
use.  Here’s how: 

For full access to the Forums section you have to be registered and signed in.  The only forum section 
open to non-members is “Requests for Information”. 
  
To post on the Forum section: 
Forums >  https://80fsheadhunters.org/hh-forums/ 
  Click on forum title (example: “Open Discussion” )  
  There’s a form towards the bottom of the page for your post/message. 
   You can reply to a post or start a new one of your own. 
 
At great personal cost, Lude fixed it so you can  add attachments like pictures or other media by 
clicking the “Attachments” button.  Easy, Peasy.   
 

Reunion General Schedule Of Events & Info: 
Thursday:  Early Bird meet and greet and pay as you go dinner at a local eatery (walking distance). 
Friday:  
*Registration. 
*Dinner and Entertainment at Billy Bob’s Texas in the Stockyards. http://billybobstexas.com/  
We’ll have a private room http://billybobstexas.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Guitar_Bar.jpg  
with cash bar, entertainment by “The Gunfighters” and any that wish can stay for the evening’s dance 
and concert. 
Saturday: 
*Golf:  Venue is still to be determined. Probably it will be at the   Lost Creek Golf Club:  
http://www.lostcreekgolf.com/  Your POC is Dan ‘Cadillac’ Saville. Phone: 623-521-8278.  
Plan on a 0900 tee time. Shotgun start. Breakfast burritos  etc available from their snack bar. Beer 
cart provided. Cost will be in the neighborhood of $40.  If you want to play, contact him 
directly to reserve your tee time. MRP is not collecting for golf. Contact Cadillac! If you 
can provide transportation for some/any of your fellow golfers, contact Cadillac! (get 
the drift, here??) 
*Tour: Sid Richardson Museum https://www.sidrichardsonmuseum.org/   
*Business Meeting 
*Banquet:  Entertainment by Dick Jonas and Others 
*Sing Along with the Juvat Boys’ Choir live from the Kun. 
 

The Hospitality Suite Fee is no more.  The Association is picking up that tab.   

mailto:blacksheep165@aol.com
mailto:HH01@80fsheadhunters.org
https://80fsheadhunters.org/hh-forums/
http://billybobstexas.com/
http://billybobstexas.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Guitar_Bar.jpg
http://www.lostcreekgolf.com/
https://www.sidrichardsonmuseum.org/
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Free finger food, snacks  and drinks all weekend. 
 
.Active Duty Headhunters: 

1. Cross countries can use Naval Air Station Fort Worth Joint Reserve Base located about a $5 
cab ride from the hotel: 
http://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrse/installations/nas_jrb_fort_worth/about.html 

2. Aerodrome Information: 
http://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrse/installations/nas_jrb_fort_worth/om/operations.ht
ml 

3. On base lodging: http://ngis.dodlodging.net/propertys/Fort-Worth-NASJRB---TX 
4. If you arrive via a cross country,  Billy Bob’s and the Banquet are free for your formation’s Any 

Juvat.  Just send your money as per normal to MRP for both events and HH HQ will 
reimburse you at the reunion 
 

Folks, reunions are the life blood of the Association.  Without them we are all just 
nameless, faceless creatures who once served in a squadron with the number 80.  
Please mark your calendars, put in for leave or vacation, find a sitter for the dog and 
come (so to speak) out and meet your fellow Headhunters/Juvats. 
 
What is good?  
 
Best to all 
 
Tex n Rita2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrse/installations/nas_jrb_fort_worth/about.html
http://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrse/installations/nas_jrb_fort_worth/om/operations.html
http://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrse/installations/nas_jrb_fort_worth/om/operations.html
http://ngis.dodlodging.net/propertys/Fort-Worth-NASJRB---TX
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HEADHUNTERS 2017 REUNION 
FORT WORTH, TX ~ May 4-7, 2017 

 
 

Welcome to Fort Worth 
This ideal location for a reunion offers a unique blend of 
southwestern warmth, cosmopolitan flair, old-west charm and 
modern sophistication.  Fort Worth offers a surprising array of 
attractions, military installations and fabulous food. You’ll have 
the opportunity to experience the best of both Dallas and Fort 
Worth during your reunion. Potential reunion events include Billy 
Bob’s Texas and the Sid Richardson Museum.  You’ll have the 
opportunity to experience the best of Fort Worth during your 
reunion.  

 

Hotel Information 

Our reunion officially runs May 4-7, 2017 at the Sheraton Fort Worth Downtown Hotel.  Located at 
1701 Commerce St., Fort Worth, TX  76102, the hotel is 
conveniently located near area attractions.  
      
The room rate is just $145.00 plus tax per night..  For those who 
choose to extend their stay the group rate is available up to 3 days 
before and after, based on availability. American Airlines dominates 
DFW so check the airfares leaving Monday and you may save 
enough to justify another night in FTW.  If you have any trouble 
getting a room at the group rate call Eileen of MRP @ 817-251-
3551 for assistance and probable resolution. 
 

RESERVATIONS:  Call the hotel directly at 817-335-7000.  Rooms reserved for the “80th Fighter 
Squadron Reunion”. You may cancel your hotel up to 48 hours prior to arrival and not be charged.  
Guest rooms feature the Sheraton Sweet Sleeper Bed. The hotel is holding rooms until they sell out 
or April 14, 2017, whichever comes first. Don’t miss out on getting a room!    

 

Airport Transportation & Parking 

If you are flying to the reunion, the Dallas/Fort Worth Airport (DFW) is the closest to the hotel.  Taxi 
service is available; current estimated rates are $50-$65 one-way. There is also Super Shuttle 
service.  Call 800-258-3826 to make reservations.  For those of you driving, the hotel is offering a 
20% discount on self-parking.  .  
 

Travel safely and we will ….  

            See y’all in Texas!          

                                                                                                                                        
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.georgewbushlibrary.smu.edu/
http://www.sheratonfortworth.com/directions
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80TH
 FIGHTER SQUADRON – 75TH

 ANNIVERSARY 
2017 REUNION 

FT. WORTH, TX ~ MAY 4-7, 2017 
 

WILD WEST NIGHT AT BILLY BOB’S TEXAS 

 
Friday, May 5 (6:00pm-9:00pm) 

Guests will board their transportation for an exciting ride to Billy Bob’s Texas with enroute bus tour narration 
and entertainment at Billy Bob’s by “The Gunfighters”.  The building now known as Billy Bob’s Texas was built 
in 1910 and was once an open-air barn used to house prize cattle for the Fort Worth Stock Show. In 1936, as a 
Texas Centennial Project, the building was enclosed by the City of Fort Worth and the tower over the main 
entrance was added. The “new” structure contained 1,257 animal stalls, and a 1,200 seat auction ring that is 
now the Billy Bob’s Bull Riding arena.  Livestock events were held here until the stock show moved to the Will 
Rogers Memorial Complex, in 1943. During World War II, the building was used as an airplane factory for the 
Globe Aircraft Corporation.  Billy Bob’s Texas opened April 1, 1981 with national attention featuring Larry 
Gatlin & the Gatlin Brothers as the first performers.  With 100,000 square feet of interior space and 20 acres of 
parking for entertainment and events, Billy Bob’s features 30 individual bar stations, live music with country 
music’s biggest stars, Live Pro Bull Riding, and a Texas size dance floor.  In a private room overlooking the 
bull riding area, we will dine on a BBQ buffet.  If you want to stay for the evening’s entertainment you will 
be responsible for your own transportation back to the hotel. Yellow Cabs are typically outside Billy 
Bob’s after the show.  If not, call this number: 817-522-0379 for pickup. Cost for two is about $25 to the 
hotel. Unfortunately, it’s too far for the hotel shuttle service.  At this time the Headline Act is not 
known, but you can check on their website:  http://billybobstexas.com/ 
  

SID RICHARDSON GALLERY 
 

Saturday, May 6 (10:00am-3:00pm) 

The Sid Richardson Museum, a Fort Worth art museum located in historic Sundance Square, features 
permanent and special exhibitions of paintings by the premier Western artists, Frederic Remington and 
Charles M. Russell. The works, reflecting both the romance and reality of the American West, are the legacy of 
the late oilman and philanthropist, Sid Williams Richardson. Most were acquired by him from 1942 until his 
death in 1959. The collection also includes works by Oscar E. Berninghaus, Charles F. Browne, Edwin W. 
Deming, and more.  Museum:  309 Main Street, Ft Worth, Texas ‘   
https://www.sidrichardsonmuseum.org/index.php Transportation provided by “Molly The Trolley” (free- see 
below for Molly’s route).  She departs the hotel at 1000 and will drop you off at the Worthington Hotel.  The 
Museum is about a block and a half south on Main Street. Lunch is on your own at Sundance Square:  For  
information restaurants and shopping in and near Sundance Square, go here:  https://sundancesquare.com/ 
 

GOLF 
Contact your POC,  Dan “Cadillac” Saville for information & to sign up:  623-244-3312 
 

BANQUET 
Cash bar at 1800 followed by dinner at 1900.  Please mark your entrée selection on the reservation form. 
 
 

 
TOUR CANCELLATION INSURANCE 
Protect yourself from unforeseen expenses caused by sickness, injury or any other causes that impact your travel plans. This 
insurance enables a refund of tour & banquet expenses (less processing fee) up midnight before the start of your reunion. 
Without cancellation insurance all money received is non-refundable 6 weeks prior to the reunion. 
 

ALL RESERVATIONS ARE DUE BY March 23, 2017. Reservations received after March 23 will be subject to space 
availability since vendor guarantees are due 30 days in advance. Late reservations will be accepted on a space available 

http://billybobstexas.com/
http://sundancesquare.com/sid-richardson-museum-museum-store/
https://www.sidrichardsonmuseum.org/frederic-remington.php
https://www.sidrichardsonmuseum.org/charles-m-russell.php
https://www.sidrichardsonmuseum.org/sid-w-richardson-bio.php
file:///C:/Users/JWR1/Documents/TEX%20FILE%20CABINET/HEADHUNTER%20DRAWER/NEWSLETTERS/Newsletter%20Working/2016%20Newsletters%20Working/Oscar%20E.%20Berninghaus,%20Charles%20F.%20Browne,%20Edwin%20W.%20Deming,%20and%20more.%20%20Museum:%20%20309%20Main%20Street,%20Ft%20Worth,%20Texas%20'
file:///C:/Users/JWR1/Documents/TEX%20FILE%20CABINET/HEADHUNTER%20DRAWER/NEWSLETTERS/Newsletter%20Working/2016%20Newsletters%20Working/Oscar%20E.%20Berninghaus,%20Charles%20F.%20Browne,%20Edwin%20W.%20Deming,%20and%20more.%20%20Museum:%20%20309%20Main%20Street,%20Ft%20Worth,%20Texas%20'
https://www.sidrichardsonmuseum.org/index.php
https://sundancesquare.com/
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basis with a non-refundable $15 per person late fee if postmarked after March 23. Please make a copy of this information 
for your records. Should you need additional information call our offices Monday through Friday, between 9am-4pm CST 
at 817-251-3551 or email us at info@MilitaryReunionPlanners.com. Requests for cancellations and refunds must be made 
by email or in writing to MRP, P.O. Box 1588, Colleyville, TX 76034, and postmarked before the due date. No refunds will 
be made after this date unless you have purchase Tour Cancellation Insurance. Sorry, no refunds will be given for any 
reason beginning at midnight the day of your reunion. Please note there is a refund processing fee of $10 per person. For 
written confirmation of your cancellation please send a self-addressed, stamped envelope with your request to our office. 
Your cancelled check is your receipt as well as your proof of purchase. A $25 return fee will be charged for NSF checks. 
MRP will not be held liable for failure of vendors to provide contracted services or any injuries/accidents that may occur 
during the reunion. 
 

Important Reunion Notes: 

 Please understand that a certain amount of walking is necessary to/from the bus in order to view attractions and 
in some instances, to tour or explore the attraction itself. Please notify MRP of any challenges you have with 
walking and/or getting on a bus. Wheelchair lift buses cannot be guaranteed.  

 Event times & offerings are subject to change. Please check registration for the final itinerary. 

 Please advise MRP of any special needs or disabilities especially if you need a lift to get on the buses. 
 
 

SPACE RESERVED FOR YOUR REUNION NOTES: 
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MOLLY THE TROLLY  
 

 
 

MOLLY IS FREE. SHE RUNS EVERY 10 MINUTES FROM 1000 TO 2000. FROM OUR HOTEL 
(SHERATON) TO SUNDANCE SQUARE TAKES ABOUT 20 MINUTES. 
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80
TH

 FIGHTER SQUADRON RESERVATION FORM 
DATE TIME EVENT COST QTY TOTAL 

 Reunion Registration Fee (per person ~ non-refundable) $15 pp   

Thu 5/4 1800 Dinner on our own at local eatery-walking distance TBD N/A N/A 

Fri 5/5 1730-2230 Event A: Wild West Night at Billy Bob’s Texas $69 pp   

Sat 5/6 1000-1500 Event B: Sid Richardson Gallery (donation at the door) 
Donati

on  
  

Sat 5/6 0900-1300 Golf:  Contact ‘Cadillac’ Seville: 623-521-8278 TBD N/A N/A 

Sat 5/6 1800 Banquet Dinner – make selection below    

  Grilled Chicken Medallions $55 pp   

  Citrus Dill Infused Atlantic Salmon $60 pp   

 Non-refundable Late Reservation Fee 
(If registering after March 23,

 
2017) 

$15 pp 
  

Tour Cancellation Insurance: Protect your $$ 
(Fee is non-refundable) 

$15 pp 
  

TOTAL  

 
 

>>> PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

NAME (As you want it to appear on badge): ________________________________________________________ 

SPOUSE: _________________________________________GUEST:_____________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ________________________________________CITY: ___________________ST:___ ZIP:__________  

PRIMARY PHONE:___________________________EMAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________ 

LIST ANY SPECIAL NEEDS EX. DIETARY OR WHEELCHAIR LIFT NEEDED FOR BUS, ETC:________________ 

EMERGENCY CONTACT: ____________________________PHONE NUMBER:____________________________  

 
>>> Mail this completed form with a check payable to: MRP, Box 1588, Colleyville, TX  76034  
 

RESERVATIONS ARE DUE BY MARCH 23, 2017 
 Reservation money is non-refundable after due date unless Tour Cancellation insurance is purchased above. 
 Insurance holders are eligible for a refund less processing fee until Midnight before the 1st day of the reunion. 
 Insurance ends once the reunion begins – notification in writing/email must be received prior to start of 

reunion. 
 Late reservations are accepted on a space available basis with a non-refundable $15 per person late fee. 

 
Call or email MRP if you need to add, cancel or modify your reservation at 817-251-3551 or email 
info@MilitaryReunionPlanners.com. MRP agents are available weekdays from 9-4 CST. Voice Mail is 24/7 
You must leave a voice message to receive a call back. Thank you for using Military Reunion Planners, LLC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Rec’d: Check#: Amount: XCL#: 
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80th Fighter Squadron 
THE HEADHUNTERS 
2830 S. Hulen  St #174 
Ft Worth, Texas 76109 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“TWIN TAILED LIGHTNING WAS OUR WARPLANE,  AS WE ROAM’D PACIFIC SKIES… 

SEARCHING OUT, THE SONS OF NIPPON, SENDING THEM TO THEIR DEMISE.” 


