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Happy New Year!  
 
Headhunter’s, I believe that in 2019 our Association is approaching a crossroads. 
 
As many of you will notice (or not), this newsletter comes four months after the last one 
was published in September 2018.  For many years JayBird, followed by Tex, published 
a quarterly Headhunter Headlines.  These often included the Juvat Lead newsletter, or 
it was published separately when JL emailed it from Kunsan.  In addition, the 
newsletters regularly included emails from around the world, and even birth notices 
from current and past Juvats.  A main feature of the newsletter, from Kirby on, was 
WWII Headhunter history, and current news or “war stories” from the membership.  
 
The history of the 80th Fighter Squadron in WWII is well documented on our website 
and in numerous publications, including the classic work by John Stanaway and 
Lawrence Hickey “Attack & Conquer, The 8th Fighter Group in World War II.”  We have 
in our archives several personal works from WWII Headhunters as well, including 
Norb Ruff, Wogy Woglesmuth, Pete Sheehan, and Ken Lloyd (written by his son).  
Many of our WWII members have posted their memoirs, and our website includes 
hundreds of photos from that era. 
 
I mention this because it is becoming more and more difficult to come up with 
“newsworthy” items to publish on a quarterly or every four-month basis. Our Korean 
War Historian, Gerry Asher, has been extremely helpful by sending in photos from the 
80th during that period of our history.  However, over the past four months we’ve 
received only two or three emails (news) not involving administrative issues such as 
website or membership problems.   I have implored the Juvats to send us information 
regarding deployments to Red Flag and other exercises.  I’ve asked for photos, 
including “hero” shots with F-16’s and squadron pictures.  So far I have had no 
response. 
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Even with the help of the current Juvat Snacko, “Chug” Butler, our new membership 
drive has been less than successful.  With the unprecedented offer of $100 Lifetime 
Memberships for Any Juvat, along with the standard $10 annual membership, we’ve 
had only a few current squadron members join our Association during the past two 
years.  Gladly, current members have been keeping up with dues.  We can all thank 
“Lude” Kibble for his effort in building an automatic deduction payment system for 
much of this success. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, our WWII and Korean War Headhunters are “Flying West” at 
an alarming rate.  Only a handful of our P-38 pilots remain.  Many of our Vietnam Era 
members are now in their 80’s.  I do not want to see this newsletter become nothing 
more than a lengthy obituary notice. Please feel free to email me at 
HH01@80fsheadhunters.org with suggestions on how to go forward with this 
newsletter.  I have had two suggestions recently from squadron mates and friends from 
my time in the squadron.  1) Publish the newsletter every six months, and 2) Abandon 
the formal “Headhunter Headlines” and only publish “news” online as it is received.  I 
welcome your additional suggestions. 
 
WIG? 
 
Bob “Muskrat” McNeese 
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WWII HEADHUNTERS 
 
 

Beginning in December 1944, and led by 15 victory Ace Cy Homer, the Headhunters 
began flying their final missions against the Japanese.  Aerial combat had become a 
rarity, and C.B. Ray got two of the last victories for the 80th when he downed a Dinah 
and a Zero on December 29, making him an Ace.  Louis “Screwy Louie” Schriber got 
the last of the 80th’s  225 victories with the downing of a Zero over San Jose on 
December 30.  His wingman that day was current Headhunter’s Association member 
Clarence “Wogy” Wolgemuth, who also scored hits on the Zero.  Normally, if two pilots 
shared a kill, they would flip a coin to decide who got the credit.  In this case, Wogy 
conceded the coin toss, making Screwy Louie an Ace – the 80th’s last. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
C.B. Ray     
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Louis “Screwy Louie” Schriber                     Wogy” Wolgemuth  in 1945 
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92 years young Wogy at the 2017 Reunion! 
 
 
The squadron was busy conducting strafing and bombing missions from Mindoro, 
supporting the Philippine Invasion, and in April sorties were also flown over the Asian 
mainland, with 80th P-38’s escorting B-24’s to Saigon and Hong Kong. “Wogy” recalls 
one of those 10 hour Saigon missions vividly, as he received hits to an engine as he was 
strafing a ship in the Saigon river.  Almost four hours from Mindoro, he was forced to 
divert to Palawan, the most western friendly island in the Philippines, landing with 
only a few gallons of fuel remaining.       
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Clark Field was secured on January 31, 1945, and the 80th supported with missions 
centered around Batangas and the resort town of Baguio.  Manilla fell to American 
forces on March 3rd, but the Japanese continued to fight in the hills.  In May, Cy Homer 
got his orders home, turning the squadron over to Major Joseph P. Johnson on May 
9th.  Tragically, he was killed just 20 days later when his P-38 lost a wing during an 
armed reconnaissance mission and crashed into a mountain.  Emmett Davis resumed 
command of the 8th Fighter Group on June 16th, reestablishing “Cyclones Flying 
Circus,” and on August 5 the Headhunters moved again, this time to Ie Shima, a small 
island with a landing strip a few kilometers north east of Okinawa. 
 

 
36th pilots Don Fora and Dino Cerutti (shirtless) (L) and unknown pilot (R) at Ie 
Shima.  Dino is currently a Headhunters Association member at 96 years old!  Check 
out his website at http://www.dinocerutti.com 
 

http://www.dinocerutti.com/
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Ie Shima 
 
 
Although the atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima on August 6 and Nagasaki on 
August 9, 1945, the Japanese Government didn’t decide to surrender until August 14, 
with the Emperor announcing to his people the unconditional surrender of Japan to 
the Allies the following day. 
 
The 8th Group made its first appearance over Japan on August 10, with the 35th and 
80th squadrons conducting napalm attacks on Kyushu, the southernmost of the home 
islands.  Fifteen Headhunter P-38’s attacked buildings between two railroad lines and 
strafed warehouses on the outskirts of the town of Kumamoto.  A day later the 80th was 
assigned to skipbomb the Owan bridge in the Sashiki area, hitting the spans, railroad 
tracks, and several buildings.  They finished up by strafing several small boats on their 
way out.  Another mission to this area on August 12 claimed the life of Major Robert G. 
Hochuli, the new 80th Commander.  His P-38 was hit by ground fire and crashed into 
the ocean three miles off the southern shore of Kyushu.  This was the last wartime 
mission for the Headhunters, but not the final chapter in their outstanding 
contributions to the war against Japan in the Pacific. 
 
To ensure the formal and proper cessation of hostilities after their surrender, a 
delegation of Japanese military leaders and civilian officials would have to meet with 
the Allied commanders to sign surrender documents, later known as interim surrender 
documents.  To get that done, arrangements were made to fly the delegation from 
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Tokyo to Ie Shima on August 19, where they would be transferred to a  C-54 transport 
plane, then  on to Manila for surrender meetings with General Douglas MacArthur. 
 
Two G4M1-L2 “Betty’s,” one a transport and the other a stripped bomber, were chosen 
to fly the Japanese delegation.  Code named Bataan 1 and Bataan 2, these aircraft were 
painted white and marked with large green crosses replacing the red Rising Sun 
“meatballs.”  After a fuel stop in Sata Misaki on the southern tip of Kyushu, they flew 
south towards Ie Shima, escorted by three flights of B-25’s from the 345th 
Bombardment Group, and a B-17 from the 6th Rescue Squadron, which carried a 
lifeboat in case of a ditching at sea by one or both of the Betty’s. 
 

 
 
Bataan 1 and Bataan 2 
 
Concerned that the Betty’s were vulnerable to attack, more likely from Japanese 
fighters than American, it was decided that top cover would be provided for the 
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formation.  This honor fell to two Fifth Air Force combat units, the 8th and the 49th 
Fighter Groups.  The first escort was led by none other than Cyclone Davis himself, and 
consisted of nineteen P-38’s from the 36th Fighter Squadron.  They picked up the 
Betty’s as they departed Kyushu, and were relieved 200 miles from Ie Shima by the the 
35th who took up the escort.  As they approach the airfield at Ie Shima, 16 Headhunter 
P-38’s, led by their new commander Major John R. Breeden took over, while the 49th 
Fighter Group’s 8th Squadron provided top cover over the island.  
 

  
 
B-17 Rescue and B-25 escort with P-38’s overhead 
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The Japanese Betty bombers landed smoothly on Ie Shima’s 7,000 foot long runway 
and taxied back.  The flight crews did their best to put on a professional show of 
airmanship to demonstrate that they still had some shred of pride and skill left.  The 
80th P-38’s were last to land, but only after the Betty’s were parked and the Japanese 
delegation were transported to the C-54. 
 
Once parked, the flight crews and official delegation — just 16 military and civilian men 
carrying briefcases and bags — disembarked from the planes.  Lt. Gen. Torasirou 
Kawabe, the Vice Chief of the Japanese Army General Staff, lead the delegation and 
had the hard order to represent his nation and surrender unconditionally to the 
Americans.  An American reception committee that was specially selected had flown to 
Ie Shima on a Douglas C-54 transport plane.  They had the mission of picking up and 
carrying the Japanese delegation back to the Philippines for the surrender meeting 
with Gen. Douglas MacArthur.  
 

 
 
Bataan 1 landing on Ie Shima 
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Over the night that followed, the 12 Japanese flight crewmen (six from each plane) 
were  placed into secured quarters and properly fed.  Of necessity, they were held as 
prisoners on the base at Ie Shima while the delegation was away.  They were well-
treated and they appeared pleased with their treatment, smiling as they waited for the 
return of the delegation — perhaps happy too that the war had ended and that they had 
survived.   
 

 
 
Japanese aircrew from Bataan 1/2 
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Ie Shima, August 12, 1945.  Headhunter “Bataan” Escort Pilots pose with W.R. 
Prunner’s P-38L “Shady Lady.” 
 
L-R Top:  2Lt James P. Meckoll, 2Lt Russell E. Ohneck, 2Lt Edward H. Ohlemann, 2Lt 
Chester L. Schachterie, Maj John R. Breeden (CO), 2Lt Charles E. Hetherington, 2Lt 
Ryland R. Perry, 1Lt William A. Caldwell, Capt Miles W. Boudrow 
 
L-R Kneeling:  1Lt Burke D. Jenkins, 2Lt Raymond M. Ball, 2Lt William R. Prunner, 
1Lt Edwin C. Buchanan, 1Lt William B. Cammack, 2Lt James R. Dalton, 2Lt Walter 
Hilgart 
 
Note:  The history of the Bataan escort flights is only partially documented and has 
numerous discrepancies between authors.  Several sources were used in this narrative, 
including “Attack & Conquer,” Thomas Van Hare in “Historic Wings,” “A Green Cross 
to Bear” in “Vintage Wings of Canada,” and “World War Two Memories of a Fighter 
Pilot” by Clarence E. Wolgemuth.  Also cited are excerpts from a letter Headhunter P-
38 pilot Chuck Hetherington wrote to JayBird Riedel describing the events as he 
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remembered them, along with the above photo, as a member of the 80th Fighter 
Squadron escort on August 12, 1945. 

 
 

KOREAN WAR HEADHUNTERS 

From Korean War Headhunter Jerry Minton: 

If any of you are in the Portland, Maine area you might want to take time to visit the 
Loring Memorial Park. It is a beautiful small park on a bluff overlooking Casco Bay 
and dedicated to the memory of Maj. Charles J. Loring, Jr., a native of Portland and 
the only person from Maine ever awarded the Medal of Honor. At the time of his 
death in Korea in October, 1953 he was Operations Officer of the "Headhunters"! 

He also passed an email that he sent to the Air Force Association regarding an article in 
the December 2018 Magazine issue about Major Loring: 

Your December 2018 Edition, page 64, states that Major Charles Loring (Medal of 
Honor) was assigned to the 36th Fighter Bomber Squadron.  This is an error.  He was 
Operations Officer of the 80th Fighter Bomber Squadron, (The Headhunters} 8th 
Fighter Bomber Group.  On this mission he was leading "A" Flight of the 80th to 
which I was assigned, but not scheduled to fly that day. 

That afternoon "A" Flight attacked another target in the Sniper Ridge area where 
Major Loring was lost and another "A" Flight pilot, Lt. James Roberts, was also 
lost.  Lt. Roberts was TDY to the 80th from an F-80 Squadron based at Clark Field in 
the Philippines. 

Please feel free to contact me about any questions you may have. PLEASE do not 
publish my email address. 

Jerry D. Minton 

Capt. USAFR(Ret) 

Also, Jerry gave us a “craniums up” that Korean War Headhunter Commander Colonel 
Wilbur Tapscott had his 97th birthday this past September.  I located him in San 
Raphael, California and called to wish him a belated Happy Birthday.  He relayed that 
he and wife Jackie had just celibrated their 71st anniversary!  They send best wishes to 
all Headhunters and promised to send some war stories and photos for future 
publication. 
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Gerry Asher, our Korean War Historian, found this photo of Colonel Tapscott in our 
archives.  Robin Olds himself would be proud of that mustache! 

 

 

VIETNAM HEADHUNTERS 

 

While auditing our WWII membership, I noted a Colonel E. Grant Stephens, with very 
little info in his bio.  Using super-sleuth investigation techniques (Facebook), I located 
his granddaughter Jennifer Kiser, who put me in touch with him and her mother Alice 
in San Angelo, Texas.  He is now 99 years old (100 in September 2019), and in good 
health.  He related the following information to me over the telephone, with a promise 
to forward more info and photos.  
 
Col Stephens flew P-39’s with the 40th Fighter Squadron early in WWII from Port 
Moresby, and participated in several missions alongside the Headhunters, returning to 
the US in October 1943.  During the Korean War, Col Stephens flew P-80’s as the 
Commander of the 16th Fighter Squadron.  He was then assigned to the 51st Air 
Division, where he was attached to the 80th Fighter Squadron, continuing to fly combat 
missions in the P-80.  During the 1964-65 time frame, Colonel Stephens was the Air 
Division Vice Commander at Yakota, flying the F-105.  Again attached to the 80th, he 
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deployed with the squadron to Thailand, flying numerous combat missions into North 
Vietnam. 
 
I hope to have more details on the amazing career of Colonel Stephens in a future 
newsletter. 
 
 
 

JUVAT HEADHUNTERS 

 

Hey Juvats!  This is what the Headhunters Association is all about.  Some of these 
friendships go back 70 years.  Get your buddies to join! 
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HEADHUNTERS DOWN 

 
As mentioned in my rant above, we are losing our WWII members all too quickly.  I 
recently undertook a project to see how many were still with us, as we usually don’t get 
notification of their passing.  Starting with our roster, we showed 40 WWII members, 
15 spouses of past members, and four P-38 pilots.  I began the difficult and sad task of 
searching names against obituaries, which resulted in the loss of many WWII 
members.    These include Earl. L. Lyle (91), James D. Mack (93),   William C. 
McCarthy (82), Saul H. Nova (93), Dirk T. Hartmann (94), Edgar A. Hendricks (89), 
Charles W. Hetherington  (92),  Walter L. Hilgart (94), William T . Coleman (90),    
Howard  J. Sheehan (96), Thomas Ficken (82), Gordon Carlisle (89), Theodore A. Platz 
(91), Stephen G. Endres (98), Isadore S. Rosenman (93),   Wendell E. Roush (88), and 
several wives who had asked to remain on our roster.  Rest in Peace each and every 
one.
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2020 Headhunter Reunion 
 

We have begun the initial process of locating a site and coordinating the details for our 
2020 Headhunter Reunion.  As some may remember, at out 2017 Reunion we vowed to 
try to find a “central” location to ensure as many attendees could make it as possible. 
 
Steve “Pacman” Teske has been in contact with the Special Events Coordinator at the 
Air Force Museum at Wright-Patterson AFB (Dayton) Ohio.  They are very experienced 
in hosting large scale events, tours, etc, and helping to setup hotel and transportation 
requirements.  In the past they did dinners on the floor of the Museum, but 
unfortunately no longer do so. 
 
As “Pacman” lives in northern Washington, we will need someone from the Dayton 
area to help us coordinate an event there.  If you, or someone you know would like to 
help in this project please let me know!  We are looking at a Spring, early Summer, or 
Fall 2020 timeframe. 
 

 
 

2018 FINANCES 

 

I’m happy to report that the Headhunter Association is financially strong!  We ended 
2018 with $3512 in our checking account.  The Store had a separate balance of $2400, 
of which $1400 was transferred into our checking account, for a 2019 beginning 
balance of $4,912.  In addition, we own 440 ounces of silver, which was valued at 
$6,970 at the end of December, for a total of $12,881.  Our total expenditures for 2018 
were $1706, which included a $500 donation to the Duke University Cancer Research 
Fund in memory of James “Tex” Ritter.  I will provide a detailed breakdown of all 
expenditures to anyone who would like one. 
 
 
Bob “Muskrat” McNeese 
80th Fighter Squadron 
THE HEADHUNTERS 
12658 Woodruff Dr 
Colorado Springs, CO  80921 
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“TWIN TAILED LIGHTNING WAS OUR WARPLANE,  AS WE ROAM’D PACIFIC SKIES… 
SEARCHING OUT, THE SONS OF NIPPON, SENDING THEM TO THEIR DEMISE.” 


